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Minutes of Annual Budget Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 8th December, 2008 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor F. Maher.


Councillors:  
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, 



A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, T. Murphy, 



J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, 



K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:


Mr. C. Murray, County Manager,


  Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,





Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,





Ms. M. Whearty, Administrative Officer,





Ms. Jeanne Kiernan, Administrative Officer,





Ms. R. McAuley, Financial Management Accountant,





Ms. Bernie Woods, Head of Finance,




Mr. Eamon Walsh, Director of Services.




167/08
Annual Budget for Year Ending 31st December 2009.
Mr. Conn Murray, County Manager, highlighted the significant progress made in 2008 and the main provisions in the Budget for 2009, including the following:  
· Completion of West Street Environmental Improvement Scheme
· The opening of the new Fire and Emergency Centre at Rathmullen
· Completion of Ramparts Walk
· Preparation of Economic Development Plan
· Completion of 323 additional social, voluntary and affordable homes at Tredagh View and Newtown Meadows.
· Allocation of €25m Budget from the Department of the Environment, Heritage & Local Government for housing construction over the 3 year period 2009 – 2011.
· The continuation of the Water Conservation Programme
· Additional provision in 2009 for installation of windows and doors and completion of the  central heating programme in all local authority houses
The County Manager highlighted the main issues which were facing the Council in 2009 including:

· The current economic situation

· Reduction of 3% in payroll expenditure

· Reduction in advertising and consultancy costs

· Reduction in the Local Government Fund

· The increase in rent income as a result of additional houses and also the income related review to be carried out in 2009

· The proposed increase in commercial water charges from €1.55 per cubic metre to €1.95 per cubic metre

· Proposed increase in commercial rates of 1.95%

The County Manager concluded by thanking the Mayor, Members and staff of Drogheda Borough Council for their assistance and support and recommended the adoption of the Budget.   

168/08

Housing and Building Budget Proposals
A presentation was given by Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer on the Housing and Building Programme for 2009 (Copy of presentation attached to the Minutes).   The following points were raised by the Members:

· Number of outstanding units requiring central heating

· Consultation to take place with the local community prior to commencement of the development at Moneymore
· Increased provision for homelessness

· Clarification on loan charges 

· Number of voluntary units provided in 2008 and number of voluntary units to be provided in 2009

· Disabled Persons Grants for private houses

· Number of persons on Drogheda Borough Council Housing List

· Provision of insulation in Council houses

· Proposed purchase of housing units in 2009
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer responded to the various queries raised by the Members.

At this point, the Mayor, Councillor Frank Maher excused himself from the Meeting and Councillor Michael O’Dowd, Deputy Mayor chaired the meeting.
169/08

Roads Transportation and Safety Budget Proposals
A presentation was given by Mr. Dermot Agnew, Borough Engineer.   The following points were raised by the Members:

· The Members welcomed the allocation of expenditure on the road infrastructure

· Additional expenditure in 2009 for the road network within housing estates

· Gritting of roads

· Works at Crosslanes completed

· Roundabout at Beechgrove urgently required

· Upgrade of Cement Road – public lighting and new footpaths 

· Traffic calming at Newfoundwell Road

· Protocol for speed ramps/traffic calming in estates

· Junction at exit from  Moneymore

· The Members welcomed the investment in the provision of School Wardens

· Beamore Road Bridge 
· Dual carriageway at Rathmullen junction

· Roundabout at Kierans Corner
· Windmill Road/Boyle O’Reilly Terrace – two way traffic

· Yellowbatter Road

· Public Lighting at St. Ita’s School
· Low cost safety measures

Queries raised by the Members were addressed by Mr. Dermot Agnew, Borough Engineer.
170/08


Water Services Budget Proposals 
A presentation was given by Mr. Eamon Walsh, Director of Services.   The following points were raised by the Members:
· Increased Water Charges

· Limit of water extraction from Boyne River

· Payments from Louth County Council and Meath County Council for water service provision

· Clarification on Water Services Authority
· Advance warning re water shut downs

· Water Conservation Project

· Discharges to the Boyne River

· Water pressure at Harmony Heights

Mr. Eamon Walsh, Director of Services responded to queries raised by the Members.

At this point, the Mayor Councillor Frank returned and resumed to chair the Meeting. 
171/08

Development Management Budget Proposals
A presentation was given by Mr. Des Foley, Town Clerk.   The following points were raised by the Members:

· Economic Development Strategy

· Invalid Planning Applications process
· Reduction in Planning Fees

· Arrears in Development Levies
· Development between West Street and Fair Street

· Follow through with enforcement procedures

· Priority for tourism

The issues raised by the Members were addressed by Mr. Des Foley, Town Clerk.
172/08

Environmental Services Budget Proposals
A presentation was given by Ms. Jeanne Kiernan, Administrative Officer.   The following points were raised by the Members:
· Traders in Bolton Street – funding costs

· The continuation of the Tidy Towns

· Additional provision of new Bring Banks within the town

· Environmental Grants to housing estates

· Extension of the Recycling Centre opening hours to Sundays
· Waiver Scheme for Waste Services

· Old Fire Tenders
Ms. Jeanne Kiernan, Administrative Officer responded to the queries raised.

173/08

Recreation and Amenity  Budget Proposals
A presentation was given by Mr. Des Foley, Town Clerk and the following points were raised by the Members:

· Lourdes Stadium update

· Skate Park location

· €1.3m to the Arts Service
· The Members welcomed the investment in the Tholsel and Millmount
The Town Clerk responded to the queries raised.

174/08

Miscellaneous Services Budget Proposals
A presentation was given by Mr. Des Foley, Town Clerk.   The following points were raised by the Members:

· Income from O’Reilly Bros premises at Narrow West Street

· Reduction in the Mayor’s Allowance
· The LAMA Awards

· Provision of toilet facilities at Dominic’s Park and within the Housing Department Section in Drogheda Borough Council Offices
The Officials present responded to the queries raised by the Members.
At this stage a suspension of Standing Orders was proposed by The Mayor, Councillor F. Maher and seconded by Councillor G. Nash and agreed by the Members to allow the Meeting to proceed past 10.00pm.

175/08
Adoption of Budget for year ending 31st December 2009.
The County Manager responded to queries raised by the members including the introduction of a Waiver scheme for Refuse Charges and finally recommended the adoption of the Budget 2009 as presented.   Councillor J. Mulroy, proposed the adoption of the Budget, and seconded by Councillor P. Bell.   A vote was then taken as follows:
For:




Councillors:
P. Bell, T. Byrne, A. Donohoe,








M. Godfrey, F. Maher, J. Mulroy,








T. Murphy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, 

= 9

Against:


Councillors:
M. Coogan, K. O’Heiligh, D.Wilton

= 3
The Budget for 2009 was then declared to be adopted.


This concluded the business of the Meeting. 


    
 MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha





DROGHEDA BOROUGH COUNCIL
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