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Political and Military Related Archives 

 

Dundalk Jail 

Transcript of Dundalk Jail register (original in the National Archives of Ireland), showing prisoners in Dundalk 

Jail, June 1917 – September 1920. Reference PP00011/ 

https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/archives/archive_collections/archives_relating_to_development_of_county_

louth/dundalk-jail-register-transcript-of-prisoners-jun-1917-sep-1920-pp00011-.pdf 

 

 

PP00118/ Joseph Dolan Papers 

A mixed and partial collection of correspondence to and from Ardee businessman and antiquarian, Joseph 

Dolan. The catalogue for the collection can be viewed here:  

https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/archives/archive_collections/archives_relating_to_development_of_county_

louth/joseph-dolan-papers-pp00118-.pdf. Includes: 

 

Reply letter from Horace Plunkett, The Plunkett House, Dublin to Joseph Dolan esquire, Ardee informing Dolan 'I 

am doing my best to bring before the people of England the aspects of the present situation which you suggest. 

It is extremely difficult to get a hearing. I have never known the dice so badly loaded against Ireland...The 

campaign of misrepresentation is on such an enormous scale...' Plunkett expresses hope that the action of 

Labour in recent days will be helpful. 22 Apr 1920 Reference: PP00118/F/002/002 

 

 

https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/archives/archive_collections/archives_relating_to_development_of_county_louth/dundalk-jail-register-transcript-of-prisoners-jun-1917-sep-1920-pp00011-.pdf
https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/archives/archive_collections/archives_relating_to_development_of_county_louth/dundalk-jail-register-transcript-of-prisoners-jun-1917-sep-1920-pp00011-.pdf
https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/archives/archive_collections/archives_relating_to_development_of_county_louth/joseph-dolan-papers-pp00118-.pdf
https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/services/archives/archive_collections/archives_relating_to_development_of_county_louth/joseph-dolan-papers-pp00118-.pdf
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Reply letter from Thomas Callan Macardle, The Dundalk Brewery, Dundalk to Joseph Dolan esquire, Ardee, 

outlining the efforts he has made in pursuing a truce through meetings with various influentials such as the Lord 

Mayor of Dublin and the Cardinal and now through correspondence with Sir Hamar Greenwood (Chief Secretary 

for Ireland) with a view to ‘… seeing if we cannot get anything in the nature of Colonial Home Rule.' Macardle 

requests Dolan to write to the Lord Mayor. 22 Apr 1920 Reference: PP00118/F/024 
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Reply letter from Edward Carson, Orion Bungalow, Birchington, Thanet to Joseph Dolan regarding the War of 

Independence in Ireland. He states that he and the government want a 'cessation of this sad state of affairs' (p1), 

but writes 'you must remember that the forces of the Crown were sent to Ireland in consequence of a series of 

most cowardly murders of innocent men...' (p2). He finishes 'I cannot in a letter enter into a decision in the 

question of Dominion Home Rule but as it w(oul)d in my opinion necessarily lead to separation you cannot 

expect me to approve of it' (p2). 27 Sep 1920 Reference: PP00118/F/027 
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Reply letter from Mícheál O'Coileain, Aire Airgid (Michael Collins, Finance Minister), Department of Finance, 

Mansion House, Dublin to Joseph Dolan, grocer, Ardee, writing that he has passed Dolan’s letter to the Adjutant 

of the Irish Volunteers for a reply. O'Coileain states 'I say myself that no responsible Volunteers have been 

driven out of the Organisation so far as I know for any reason except that of neglect of duty'. He comments on 

the enemy’s atrocities. 28 Sep 1920 Reference: PP00118/F/028 
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Letter from E McDonnell, Ballydavid, Dingle, County Kerry to Joseph Dolan. McDonnell describes the presence 

of British soldiers in the locality: 'So far the soldiers are not in the least troublesome, they like the place very well 

but are never left longer than ten days or a fortnight. Probably their authorities fear they may become Sinn 

Feiners if they stayed for any time; they have some Military Police in Dingle. They are called the "Black and 

Tans" and are a terror. They ransack the houses...' (p1). He refers to several other topics including the shooting 

of a local man named Kennedy of 'Anniscaul' (Annascaul, Dingle); Dr Mannix (Irish-born Australian Catholic 

bishop); and to the O'Rahilly family. 27 Aug 1920 Reference:  PP00118/N/019 
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Hughes Mcardle Archive. Reference P00439/  

Patrick Hughes was leader of the Louth Volunteers in 1916 and later became a councillor. 

 

Leaflet explaining the proportional representation system, ca 1919-1920. Reference D/24 
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Government of Ireland Act 1920: summary of main provisions. Reference C/8 
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Election leaflet for Sinn Fein in Carlingford area local rural district council election, Jun 1920. Reference A/8 
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Election postcard: ‘Support Sinn Fein and help to pull Ireland together again’, [early 1920s]. Reference A/14 

 

 


