Minutes of the Economic Development & Enterprise Support Strategic
Policy Committee meeting held in the Cooley Room, County Hall,

Dundalk, 13% September 2022

Present: Clir Pio Smith, Chairperson
Clir Declan Power
Ms Sarah Daly, Social Inclusion Rep
Mr Alan Mc Ardle, Community Rep

Officials: Mr Thomas Mc Evoy, Director of Services
Ms Colette Moss, Senior Executive Officer
Ms Susan Murphy, Staff Officer

Apologies: Clir Sean Kelly
Clir Andrea Mc Kevitt
Mr Paddy Malone

It was noted there is no quorum, however it was agreed to proceed with the meeting.

Agenda item

Action

1. Minutes:
The minutes of the meeting of the 3™ May 2022 were approved.
Proposed by S Daly and seconded by A McArdle.

2. Matters Arising:
Query re Business Improvement Scheme for derelict or vacant
commercial properties. It was confirmed the derelict property notice
stays with the property in the event of sale.
Query re What percentage of commercial properties are vacant.
Advised this number has reduced over last 3 years.

Members are asked to notify LCC if they are aware of any
properties becoming derelict.

SM to get
information re the
BIS




3. LECP Review
Finbar Gethins, SEO, Community, advised:
- Advisory Committee has been formed and will meet regularly
- Formal review will form part of the tender which issued week
ending the 16" September 2022
- The process will be a consultative approach with the SPC, LCDC
and LEF
- It will have high level goals with an Economic and Community Mix
- Review complete date will be Q2 2023, will be thematic and goal
focused

Query raised re the goals and actions, will they have owners? Will
they be realistic and achievable?

Members advised, it is an overarching plan which belongs to
everyone, not just LCC. They will have the most appropriate owner,
an innovative approach is required.

FG to send list of
members

4. Update on Economic Development, Tourism and
Festivals

- Sea Louth
Promotion and marketing is ongoing
Online competition in July and in September RTE
Visit from IrelandAM for outside broadcast
Shortlisted for Chambers Ireland Excellence in Local Government
Awards
- Visit Louth and Sea Louth will have a joint stand at the National
Ploughing Championships with a hamper to be won
- Urban Animation - €670k funding received from Failte Ireland and
stage one will take place at Halloween in Drogheda.
- Awaiting decision on Shared Island Funding application
- Await decision on Night Time Economy Advisor funding application
- Destination Towns is ongoing, letter of intent for contract is due to
be issued. Presentation to take place for Drogheda MD re same.
- 23 applications received for small Festivals Funding
- 18 applications received to date for Shop Front Improvement
Grant, closing date is the 30" September.
Omeath Streetscape Enhancement Scheme, closing date 3ot
September, information evening to be held on the 14t September in
Omeath. It is a Department prescribed scheme.

A discussion followed re Urban Animation

Discussion was held re proposed Tourism officer post and it was
noted staffing is an executive function. SPC members can only
make recommendations on policies.

Discussion held re increasing tourist footfall to Co Louth.




5. Update on Business Supports and Local Authority
Incentives

- Presentation given by R McCoy

- Discussion held on increasing costs to business’

6. AOB

- Matter raised re PUCA not taking place in Drogheda this
year, members advised there will be a Halloween Festival
taking place over two weekends and will be an associated
event of PUCA festival

- Discussion on two properties that are for sale which may be
of note to the Council.

That concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed:

Chairperson




