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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 10th May, 2010 at 7.00pm
In attendance:

MEMBERS : 
In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd


Councillors:  
P. Bell, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 



G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, Co. Manager,






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk,






Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer,






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,






Ms. B. Woods, Head of Finance.

66/10
Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday 12th April, 2010 at 7.00pm were adopted.   
67/10
Matters arising from Minutes.

Minute No. 56/10 – Lourdes Stadium – An update on the proposal for the Lourdes Stadium was given by Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk.
Minute No. 49/10 – A request on the update of Pay and Display at Stockwell Street – It was outlined that this matter was on the Agenda.
68/10
Condolences

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Mr Kevin King, Ballymakenny, Drogheda,
The family of the late Mr. Val Sarsfield, Ballsgrove, Drogheda, 
The family of the late Mr. Des Fagan, Mary St, Drogheda,
The family of the late Ms. Olga Markey, Glaspistol House, Clogherhead,
The family of the late Mr. Frank Fagan, Maple Drive, Drogheda,
69/10
Disposal of land at Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda to the Department of Education and Science (Section 183 Notice circulated on 27th April, 201)..
A report on the proposed disposal of lands at Ballymakenny Road to the Department of Education and Science was given by Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk.   The disposal was proposed by Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor G. Nash and agreed by the Members.
70/10
 Draft Homeless Framework Plan North East Region.

Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer gave an a report on the North East Homeless Action Plan.   It was outlined that Louth County Council would be the lead authority on Homelessness in the North East Region for the Counties of  Louth, Monaghan and Cavan.   The adoption of the North East Homeless Action Plan is a reserved function of the the 3 County Councils.  The following issues were raised by the Members:
· Membership – Local Council Representative from Drogheda.

· The acquisition of houses in unfinished housing estates to meet the homeless need.
· Representation by the relevant homeless bodies in each area.

Issues raised by the Members were responded to by Ms. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.   Ms. Daly outlined the following:

· A supplement to the Plan would be prepared at the conclusion of the re-view of the Homeless Services which is currently underway.   It was further outlined that representatives from the Homeless Agencies were represented on the County Louth Homeless Forum.   
The Members noted the report.

71/10
Report on Drogheda Borough Council Parking Control (Pay Parking) Bye-Laws 2003 (As amended 2010)
A report on the Drogheda Borough Council Parking Control (Pay Parking) Bye-Laws 2003 (as amended 2010) was given by Mr. Pat Finn, Borough Engineer.   The following issues were raised by the Members:
· Relocation of the loading bay on Stockwell Street,

· Re-view of parking time duration,

· Provision of disabled parking,

· Loading bay on the Dublin Road,

The Members requested that a full review be carried out after 6 months.   The issues raised by the Members were addressed by Mr. Pat Finn, Borough Engineer.   Mr. Finn outlined the following:

· There are provisions within the Bye-Laws under Section 16 for graduated payment of fees,   

· The minimum and maximum times are stipulated in the Bye-Laws,

· Dublin Road was confirmed at €2.00 per day,
· The Bye-Laws can be adopted as per what was put on display and a review can be carried out,
· Loading Bays are generally 24 hours; Drogheda Borough Council could examine reducing that up to 6pm in the evening,  

· A loading bay is already provided on West Street,

· The Bye-Laws included for provision of a loading bay on the Dublin Road. 
A discussion took place with regards to the re-location of the loading bay from its current position to outside the Drogheda Arts Centre on Stockwell Street.

It was proposed by The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd and seconded by Councillor K. Callan that the Council adopt the Bye-Laws for all areas and that the Borough Council agree to come back with a report on the suitability of the re-location of the proposed loading bay from its current position to outside the Drogheda Arts Centre.   This was agreed by the Members.

72/10

Local Authorities and Public Bodies – VAT on economic activities from 1/7/2010
A presentation on the introduction of VAT on economic activities by Local Authorities and Public Bodies was given by Ms. Bernie Woods, Head of Finance, Louth County Council.   The following issues were raised by the Members:

· Increased Swimming Pool Charges,

· Internet Charges in the Libraries,

· The implications for the less well off,

· Additional revenue for the state,

· The Members requested clarification on the difference in VAT for certain services.

Issues raised were responded to by Ms. Bernie Woods, Head of Finance.   Ms. Woods outlined the following:

If a service is being provided by the private sector, that private sector is currently charging 21% VAT.

Services provided directly by the Borough Council will now incur VAT.

It was proposed by Councillor F. Gallagher and seconded by Councillor D. Wilton that Drogheda Borough Council writes to the Minister for Finance requesting that the Government appeal the decision of the European Court of Justice and outline Drogheda Borough Council’s concerns with regards to the introduction of the new VAT rate on services provided by Local Authorities.
It was further proposed by Councillor P. Bell and seconded by Councillor F. Gallagher that the Borough Council also request the Government to ensure that all directives and outstanding directives on the Environment and Workers Rights be implemented as soon as possible.   It was also recommended that the concerns that the Borough Council has with regards to the introduction to the VAT rate be circulated to all local authorities.   The above was agreed by the Members.

73/10

Report from the Transportation and Cross Border Strategic Policy Committee held on 7th April, 2010 for noting.

The report was noted by the Members.

74/10
Report from the Economic Development and Future Planning Strategic Policy Committee held on 8th April, 2010 for noting.

The report was noted by the Members.

75/10
 To note date for 1st Annual Famine Commemoration on Saturday 15th May, 2010 at 11.30am at the Augustinian Church, Shop Street, Drogheda.

The date was noted by the Members.
76/10

To agree date for Council Meeting in June.
The Members agreed that the Council Meeting in June will take place on Monday 14th June, 2010.
77/10

To agree date for Annual Meeting in June.
The Members agreed that the Annual Meeting in June will take place on Monday 21st June, 2010.
At this point in the meeting Councillor K. Callan took the chair as The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd left the meeting.

78/10
Monthly Progress Reports

The Monthly Progress Reports were noted by the Members.

78/10
Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster.

Calling on this Council to support this Motion calling for the abolition of the toll charges entering our town.   These toll charges have a detrimental effect on local businesses and their survival.   Also the financial burden it imposes on local motorists going about their daily business and the traffic gridlock these toll charges cause within our town.  Calling on this Council to write to the NRA to invite them to attend a meeting of Drogheda Borough Council to hear first hand from the Elected Members the severe problems these toll charges are having on our town.

Reply: This is a matter for the Members.
The Motion proposed by Councillor I. Munster and seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh that the Borough Council write to the NRA and request that representations from that authority attend the next Council Meeting to address the negative impact that the toll charges are having on the town of Drogheda.   

It was also proposed by Councillor I. Munster, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh that a copy of the Motion be forwarded to the Minister for Transport and the Minister of Finance.

The Motion was noted.
79/10
Notice of Motion – Councillor G. Nash.

That this Council commits to carry out a programme of work in Scarlet Crescent to:

· Construct public pavements where required

· Encourage motorists to park in an orderly fashion

· Protect public open space by erecting bollards where appropriate

· Take appropriate action to secure the vacant OPDs

Reply:  

· A report will be prepared on the need and feasibility of providing additional public pavement together with a cost estimate of same. The construction of new pavement will be contingent on funding being made available.
· Vehicular parking in the estate will be examined and where appropriate line markings will be provided or renewed. 
· Bollards will be erected where appropriate to prevent vehicles traversing public open space. 

· Currently the 8 x 1 bed units at Scarlet Crescent are vacant.  The Borough Council propose to refurbish the existing 8 units during 2010 with 75% of the required funding for same available under the Department of the Environment Heritage and Local Government’s Energy Efficiency grant. 

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Nash and seconded by Councillor D. Wilton and noted.

80/10
Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton

Will this Council actively engage in talks with the Tourist Office and those in charge of the running of the Drogheda Tourist Office to help with a possible move to the Tholsel Building on West Street.   This would help restore confidence in West Street and would be a better location for the Tourist Office.

Reply: A provision of €300,000 has been made in the Capital Programme for the works to the Tholsel during 2010.   This matter will be discussed as part of the 2010 – 2012 Drogheda Borough Council’s Capital Programme. 

The Notice of Motion was noted by the Members.

81/10
Notice of Motion – Councillor K. Callan.

That Drogheda Borough Council immediately seek meetings with all interested parties to ensure that the Tholsel Building is opened as soon as possible as a central tourist office for the town of Drogheda and that the building is opened urgently to assist the regeneration of the town centre.   That the Council also informs the Elected Members of funds that may be made available to assist in this effort which is essential to the future survival of so many local businesses and in the interests of the townspeople.

Reply: A provision of €300,000 has been made in the Capital Programme for the works to the Tholsel during 2010.   This matter will be discussed as part of the 2010 – 2012 Drogheda Borough Council’s Capital Programme. 

Councillor K. Callan advised the meeting that he was withdrawing his Notice of Motion following the financial commitment from the County Manager and the Borough Council with regards to works at the Tholsel.
82/10
Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell.

"In view of the fact that no progress has been made in identifying and securing a suitable site for the Drogheda Alzheimers society, I hereby call on this Council to commence negotiations with the organization for the purchase or lease of the site identified and agreed by the members of this Council in December 2009".

Reply: The Borough Council are currently assessing the suitability of the site identified and will meet with the Drogheda Alzheimers Society in the coming weeks.  
The Notice of Motion was noted by the Members.
83/10
Notice of Motion – Councillor K. O’Heiligh.

That this Borough Council takes immediate steps to resolve the issues that is preventing the St. Patrick’s Day Parade from accessing Drogheda’s main  thoroughfare. The lack of access reinforces a negative image of the town and must be addressed in the short term.
Reply: Drogheda Borough Council works collaboratively with the organisers of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade and other bodies including An Garda Siochana for the benefit of both the spectators and the participants in the parade. However picking the route for the parade is in the first instance a matter for the parade organising committee and the Borough Council will continue to give any assistance it can to the committee.     
The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor K. O’Heiligh and seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe.   It was agreed by the Members that the Borough Council would investigate what is possible from a Health & Safety perspective.   It was outlined that the route for the parade is a matter for the Committee and any route selection would need to be done in consultation with them.      
84/10
Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Gallagher.

Recognising it’s importance in the national calendar of tourism events, Drogheda Borough Council fully endorses the efforts being made to bring the annual “Skyfest” to Drogheda in 2012.  Drogheda Borough Council will, therefore, give all reasonable and practicable assistance to the local “bid committee” in its quest to secure this event for Drogheda.

Reply: This is a matter for the Members. 

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor F. Gallagher and seconded by Councillor D. Wilton.   It was agreed that a copy of the Motion would be forwarded to Mr. Liam Reilly, Millmount Community Development Service.

85/10
Notice of Motion – The Mayor, Councillor Michael O’Dowd.

Drogheda Borough council supports the action plan drawn up by residents in Laurence’s Park, Laurence’s Drive, Hawthorne  and Lia Bhreaga and commends the residents involved in the neighbourhood initiative. In particular the Council supports the following work plans:

ENVIRONMENTAL
Development of junior litter pick programme across the four estates

Provision of information on recycling

To look at possible provision of bins/dog fouling bins in estates

To address the issue of graffiti in St Laurence’s Park/ Drive

DBC to use   CCTV to monitor dumping and/or anti social behaviour within St Laurence’s Park/ Drive
PHYSICAL

New name signs for St Laurence’s Park and Drive

To landscape the green at the bottom of St Laurence’s Drive

To address the issue of the ‘gap’ between St Laurence’s Park and Drive

To look at the issue of grass cutting in Hawthorne Court

To examine the possibility of a play area for the four estates

To look at the possible provision of ramps in the St Laurence’s Park/Drive estate
Reply:  The work plan which was developed with the residents in the last few weeks will be examined and some works can be carried out.  As was outlined to the residents, during the preparation of the plan, all proposals are dependant on funding being available.  
The Notice of Motion was proposed by the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd and seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh.  Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk outlined that the works were dependent on funding being available and thanked the residents for the work carried out within the area.

This concluded the Business of the Meeting.



    

   MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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