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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 11th January, 2010 at 7.00pm
In attendance:

MEMBERS : 
In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd


Councillors:  
P. Bell, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 



G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, Co. Manager,






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services & Town Clerk,






Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer,

01/10
Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by the Mayor, Councillor M. Coogan, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday 7th December, 2009 at 7.00pm were adopted.   On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane, the Minutes of Annual Budget Meeting held on Wednesday 16th December, 2009 at 7.00pm were adopted.  
02/10
Matters arising from Minutes.

Councillor F. Gallagher raised the issue of the allotments and proposed that the Council should proceed on the basis of the Town Clerk’s report as already submitted to the Council, The Town Clerk agreed that there would be a report prepared for the February meeting and it was also agreed that the officials would meet the Allotment Group in the interim.
Minute No. 175/09 - Councillor K. O’Heiligh indicated that he had been present at Special Meeting held on 2nd November, 2009.

Minute No. 176/09 – In response to Councillor P. Bell, the County Manager advised that no progress had been made to date in identifying a site for the Alzheimer’s Association Drogheda Branch.

Minute No. 183/09 – In response to a query from Councillor F. Gallagher regarding the possibility of getting involved with Failte Ireland’s Boyne Valley Marketing, the County Manager stated that he would be meeting them later in the month and would raise the matter with them.

In relation to Casual Trading, Councillor D. Wilton stated that he was unhappy at the delay in progressing this matter.   The County Manager re-iterated the position as explained to the Members at the December Meeting.   
03/10
Condolences

The Mayor led tributes to former Mayor of Drogheda Borough Council, Mr. Paddy Buckley, who had passed away recently.

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Mr. Edmund Griffin, father of Ms. Mary T. Daly, employee of Drogheda Borough Council.

The family of the late Cardinal Cahal Daly, Belfast and Armagh
The family of the late Ms. Eileen Williams, Highfield, Drogheda

The family of the late Mrs. Kitty Brannigan, Highfield, Drogheda

The family of the late Mr. Edward (Teddy) Doyle, John Street, Drogheda
The family of the late Mr. Tommy McArdle, Oulster Lane, Drogheda
The family of the late Ms. Noeleen Reay, Cherrybrook Drive, Drogheda

The family of the late Mr. Nicholas Norris, Ballymakenny, Drogheda.

04/10
To receive presentation from the Drogheda Youth Development.

The meeting received a presentation from Ms. Catriona Culligan, Co-ordinator of Drogheda Youth Development and Mr. Tony Finn, Architect for the project.   The presentation outlined the range of services currently available through Drogheda Youth Development and the many links they have at present.   The presentation went on to outline the plans which Drogheda Youth Development have for a youth café in the Carnegie Library in Fair Street.   The meeting was shown details of the groups plans for re-development of the building and was advised that the group are confident of securing very substantial funding from Louth Leader Partnership under the LEADER Programme, the meeting was informed that the group would need to raise up to €250,000 from private or community sources to match the funding available under the LEADER Programme.

The plans outlined by Drogheda Youth Development were supported by Members of the Council who commended all of those involved in the proposals to date.
05/10
 Taking in Charge – Five Oaks, Dublin Road, Drogheda and Wheaton Hall, Dublin Road, Drogheda.
Reports in relation to proposals to Take in Charge roads and other services at Five Oaks, Dublin Road, Drogheda and Wheaton Hall, Dublin, Road Drogheda were noted by the Members.
Councillor G. Nash asked for further information and clarification in relation to the Management Company and the division of responsibilities between that Company and the Borough Council, he also asked about a green space at the entrance to the estate.   The Town Clerk and the Borough Engineer will clarify these matters at the next meeting of the Borough Council.

06/10
Report on Establishment of Joint Policing Committees for Noting.
The report which outlined the structure proposed for Joint Policing Committees in County Louth including the expansion of the existing Drogheda Joint Policing Committee was welcomed and noted by the Members.
07/10
To receive report on Drogheda Borough Council Road Gritting Programme.
The Borough Engineer, Mr. Pat Finn delivered a report in relation to gritting operations carried out by the Council over recent weeks, he also circulated a map showing the regular gritting routes undertaken by the Borough Council.   The Borough Engineer outlined the extent of work undertaken by the Council’s road gritting teams over the past number of weeks.   He also circulated a report in relation to water supplies in the town during the bad weather.   He said that there had been 12 watermain bursts, 2 of which remain to be repaired and that over the recent weeks there had been a problem with a large number of individual connections.   
All complaints had been logged and responded to and bottled water had been made available to individual households where necessary.   The Borough Engineer had also arranged for the provision of stand pipes in 5 locations around the town where frozen supplies were creating a problem and the location and times of the stand pipes had been advertised to Members of the public via LMFM.   The Mayor and County Manager joined with other Members of the Council in commending the staff of the Borough Council for all their hard work over the recent weeks.   There was a general discussion in relation to a wide range of issues including: 
· Need to deal with priority pedestrian routes

· Provision of grit supplies for locals to use

· The impact of bad weather on road surfaces

· Concern regarding the adequacy of manpower resources within the Borough Council

· Need to encourage community self help in such situations

· Concern about impact on the Councillor’s Budgets and whether it might be possible to recoup some of the costs from the Government Departments

· Use of sand from beaches to deal with footpaths

· Tips to householders in preventing of freezing of pipes

The County Manager, Mr. Conn Murray advised the Members of the Council that his crisis management team was continuing to meet on a regular basis and that these meetings had included the Gardai, HSE, Fire Services and Civil Defence where necessary.   He said that while at a national level there had been an extraordinary shortage of salt that the position in Louth had remained satisfactory due to shrewd management of the situation by the Council’s Senior Engineers.   The County Manager stated that the Council had no choice but to prioritise the use of salt on main routes, he said that we had remained in close liaison with the HSE to ensure that they had access to homes as required.   The Council had also contacted over 200 voluntary organisations to help publicise the HSE’s emergency phone line.   The County Manager stated that the critical issue at this point is the difficulty faced by some households in relation to water supply and he assured Members that he was using all available resources to the best effect.   He advised Members that all efforts to deal with the bad weather had been and were being co-ordinated on a County wide basis.

The Borough Engineer, Mr. P. Finn stated that there was an on-going need to conserve water supplies as the Staleen Plant was operating at full capacity, he appealed to members of the public not to run taps in order to prevent pipes freezing, he said that at all times the Council’s operations had been geared to minimize disruption to the public.   He advised Members that a major leak in a 12” main in George’s Square would be repaired the following morning and that until the repairs were completed there may be some impact on water pressure around the town.

The Mayor complimented the HSE, Transport Companies, Milk Deliveries, Post Men and all others who had carried out great work during the entire weather crisis.

08/10
 To approve Section 85 Agreement between Louth County Council and Drogheda Borough Council – Operation and Maintenance of Water Services Network for 2010.
On the proposal of The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Members approved the Section 85 Agreement between Louth County Council and Drogheda Borough Council in relation to the operation and maintenance of Water Services Network for 2010.

09/10
Notice of Motion – The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd.

“That this Council acknowledge that 2010 is the 50th anniversary of the founding of the 
Irish Wheelchair Association and resolves to work with An Post to provide a wheelchair accessible entrance to the Post Office in West Street”.

Reply: The acknowledgement of the 50th anniversary of the founding of the Irish 
Wheelchair Association by the Council is a matter for the Members. The provision of a wheelchair accessible
entrance to the Post Office in West Street is a matter for An Post. The Council however strongly supports the provision of these facilities and will collaborate with An Post in any way it can on this issue.  
Councillor P. Bell stated that there had been a proposal from An Post to come and meet the Council on a range of issues and maybe the invitation should be re-issued to An Post.   It was also noted that An Post are currently seeking a pre-planning meeting with Council Officials.
10/10
Notice of Motion – Councillor K. Callan.

“That this Council look at the issue of funding relating to the prevention of anti social behaviour in residential areas of the town. 
 
That monies be made available for Bye Law signage relating to illegal drinking and littering and that an audit be carried out of all residential areas to establish the numbers of signs currently in place. 
 
That areas experiencing anti social behaviour also be considered for improved street lighting in exceptional cases where there is persistent and serious anti social behaviour occurring. Such measures are greatly beneficial to residents who suffer the affects of anti social behaviour and must be implemented where they are needed”. 
Reply:  Drogheda Borough Council is committed to the prevention and elimination of anti-social behaviour in its estates.  This Council has adopted a proactive approach in dealing with this problem and will endeavour to investigate all complaints in a fair and impartial manner.  The Borough Council examines all complaints and appropriate measures are taken where necessary.    Under the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2009, Louth Local Authorities are required to draw up and adopt an anti-social behaviour strategy by 30th November, 2010.  A draft policy will be circulated to the members in the coming months.  

The Drogheda Borough Council (Regulation and Control of the Consumption of Intoxicating Liquor in Public Places) Bye-Laws came into effect from the 1st December 2007.   Information signs have been erected at a total of 19 locations throughout the town. During the recent survey by An Taisce for the IBAL anti-litter league, Drogheda finished in third place among 60 towns and cities across the country.  There are a substantial number of anti-litter signs throughout the Borough and the Council will continue to monitor the effectiveness of such signage.  No provision was made for additional signage in this years Budget.
Following some discussions of the issues raised by the Members, the County Manager stated that he would get a report from the Borough Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour Officer for the next meeting.

He reminded Members that the Local Authorities already have a strategy in place and that a number of successful court actions have already been prosecuted.

11/10
Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Gallagher.
The Elected Members of Drogheda Borough Council totally oppose the extradition of former Workers Party President, 75 year old, Sean Garland to the United States. A request for the extradition of Mr. Garland, for allegedly being involved in a North Korean conspiracy to forge US $100 bills, was made in November 2008 by the outgoing Bush administration. These allegations have been circulating for almost 16 years and, to date, no evidence has been offered.

The Elected Members of Drogheda Borough Council (through the United States Dublin Embassy) call on the Obama administration to immediately withdraw this extradition request.
Reply: This is a matter for the Members.

The Notice of Motion was noted by the Members, but Councillor K. Callan advised that he could not support it.
12/10
Any Other Business

The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd extended congratulations to all staff in the Borough Council in relation to achieving 3rd place in the recent IBAL results.
This concluded the Business of the Meeting.



    

   MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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