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1.0 INTRODUCTION  

 

1.1 Doran Consulting have been appointed as a member of the Design Team for the 

delivery of the proposed Carlingford Lough Greenway. 

 

1.2 It is proposed that there will be three new sections of the Carlingford Lough 

Greenway.  Two sections located in the Republic of Ireland (RoI) and one section 

located in Northern Ireland (NI).  This report will focus on the pre-application 

community consultation for the section located in NI and has been prepared in 

accordance with all relevant legislation. 

 

1.3 The client is Louth County Council (LCC) in association with Newry, Mourne and 

Down District Council (NM&D).  In regards to the NI section NM&D will be considered 

as the client / applicant where required. 

 

1.4 The client aims to construct approximately 7 km of new cross border greenway, 

across all three sections, in accordance with prevailing cycling standards (DN-GEO-

03047 April 2017).  With approximately 1km of new greenway being constructed in 

NI. 

 

1.5 The proposals are for the construction of a shared walking and cycling greenway 

from the national border between NI and RoI to the existing car-park and amenity 

site at Victoria Lock. 

 

1.6 An outline proposal was developed on behalf of LCC and NM&D based on the 

findings of a Route Corridor Assessment Report completed by Doran Consulting. 

 

1.7 The outline proposals developed represent a major planning application and 

therefore are subject to legislative requirements to undertake community 

consultation prior to the submission of a planning application.  A Pre-Application 

Notice (PAN) was submitted 30 September 2019 under the reference number 

LA07/2019/1454/PAN. 

 

1.8 The preferred route from the first iteration of the Route Corridor Assessment was 

presented at the Public Consultation event; with the feedback received during the 

event feeding back contributing to the proposals of the final preferred route option to 

be submitted for planning. 

 

1.9 The Community Consultation comprised of a drop in event as detailed in Section 3.0. 

The following report outlines the proposals presented during, and the responses 

received from the Community Consultation Period.   
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2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 

 

2.1 The proposed greenway will be both a new link to and a continuation of existing 

stretches of greenway; one which begins at Carlingford Marina and continues to 

Omeath Pier (construction completed in 2013) and one which begins at Victoria Lock 

Amenity Site and runs along the Middlebank to the Albert Basin (construction 

completed in 2018). 

 

2.2 The project brief was for the provision of a proposed route from the NI/RoI Border to 

Victoria Lock connecting existing sections of greenway. Works will comprise 

construction of a new cross border greenway approximately 2 km in length in 

accordance with prevailing cycling standards (DN-GEO-03047 April 2017). 

 

2.3 The project route aims to follow the line of the old Dundalk, Newry & Greenore 

railway line, commencing in Carlingford Town and continuing to Carlingford Marina, 

starting again at Omeath Pier and continuing to Victoria Lock Amenity Site. 

 

2.4 The proposed new Carlingford Greenway comprises three distinct sections which 

will fill in the gaps in the existing greenway as follows: 

 

I. From Carlingford Town to Carlingford Marina (applied for under a RoI Part 8 

Application)  

 

II. From Omeath Pier to the NI / RoI Border (applied for under a RoI Part 8 

Application) 

 

III. From the NI / RoI Border to the Victoria Lock Amenity Site (to be applied for under 

this NI Planning Application). 

 

2.5 This report will be included as part of the NI Planning Application required for the 

proposed section of greenway from NI / RoI Border to the Victoria Lock amenity Site. 
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Figure 2.1: Proposed Sections 

�
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3.0 PRE-APPLICATION COMMUNITY CONSULTATION  

 

3.1 A Community consultation drop in event was organised, as outlined below, in 

accordance with the regulations for Pre-application Discussion requirements for NI 

Planning. 

 

3.2 A drop in event of the proposed cross border greenway development was held at the 

Sean Hollywood arts Centre, Newry on 7 November 2019 from 3:00pm to 7pm. 

 

3.3 This event was advertised in advance via; 

·  The Newry Democrat Newspaper on 29 October 2019 

·  The Newry Reporter on 30 October 2019 

·  Louth County Council website www.louthcoco.ie 

·  The dedicated Twitter page @carlingfordlg 

·  NM&D Public Information Event letter 

 

3.4 Copies of each of the advertisements can be view in Appendix B. 

 

3.5 The drawings presented at the event to outline the current proposals are included 

within Appendix A. 

 

3.6 Section 4.0 overleaf summarises the responses received during the Community 

Consultation. Responses were invited for return at the event or following the event 

via the ‘friends of the greenway’ email address and/or submitted in writing via Turley.  

  

3.7 Original responses are included within Appendix C. 
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4.0 CONSULTATION RESPONSES 

 

4.1 5 written responses were received at the Sean Hollywood Arts Centre, Newry event.  

The responses are summarised below. 

 

4.2 QUESTION 1 

  

 
 

Do you support the principle 
of a Greenway route from 
Carlingford to Carlingford 
Marina?  

Do you support the  
principle of a Greenway 
route from Omeath to 
Victoria Lock?  

Response 1 YES YES 
Response 2 YES YES 
Response 3 YES YES 
Response 4 YES YES 
Response 5 YES YES 

Table 4.1: Question 1 Responses 

 

 All the written responses received at the public consultation event were in support of 

a greenway route from Carlingford to the Carlingford Marina and from Omeath to the 

Victoria Lock. 

 

4.3 QUESTION 2 

Outline any issues, ideas or views on the proposed Carlingf ord Lough 
Greenway or any improvements we could make to the p roposed route. �

Response 1 [left blank] 

Response 2 Dynamo lights for the crossing to be activated obviously as 
crossing over? Orange flashing lights? At all crossings. 

Response 3 
Prefer stone – based finish on the greenway rather than 
tarmac. Tarmac encourages faster cycling with silent approach 
which alarms walkers. 

Response 4 Safe from cars. 

Response 5 N/A 

Table 4.2: Question 2 Responses 

 

 The above response will be considered within the design as outlined within Section 

5.0 of this report. 
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4.4 QUESTION 3 

 

What will the proposals offer you and the local are a?�

Response 1 A great link between Portadown and Carlingford for everyone 
to enjoy, with wonderful scenery and wildlife. 

Response 2 [left blank] 

Response 3 
Splendid opening up of side of county Armagh/Louth 
Carlingford Lough – off road. 

Response 4 Better exercise and fresh air. 

Response 5 An area to walk and cycle free from traffic in a beautiful part of 
the country. 

Table 4.3: Question 3 Responses 

 

 The above responses outline positive elements that the construction of a greenway 

would offer the attendees and the local area including: 

·  Connectivity link from Portadown to Carlingford. 

·  Exercise opportunity which will contribute to health and fitness. 

·  Safe walking / cycling route which is free from traffic. 

 

 

4.5 QUESTION 4 

Outline any issues, ideas or views on the proposed street furniture and 
signage of the Carlingford Lough Greenway �

Response 1 [left blank] 

Response 2 [left blank] 

Response 3 [left blank] 

Response 4 [left blank] 

Response 5 N/A 

Table 4.4: Question 4 Responses 

 

 The above responses suggest that those who attended the public consultation event 

have no issues with the proposed street furniture and signage arrangements for the 

new sections of the Carlingford Lough Greenway.  
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4.6 QUESTION 5 

How to you feel reflects the proposals for the Carl ingford Greenway? �

Response 1 EXCELLENT 

Response 2 EXCELLENT 

Response 3 EXCELLENT  

Response 4 EXCELLENT  

Response 5 EXCELLENT 

Table 4.5: Question 5 Responses 

 

 

 The responses in the table above show that the attendees felt that the proposals 

presented at the community consultation for the Carlingford Greenway were 

excellent. 
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5.0 CONCLUSIONS 

 

5.1 All community consultation responses were reviewed with an aim to consider any 

design changes necessary to address the matters raised, or record them as not valid 

/ already addressed by current proposals. 

 

5.2 Overall responses from the Newry public consultation event were positive with very 

few issues raised. 

 

5.3 Concerns were raised regarding the following elements of the greenway proposals: 

·  Lighting at road crossings. 

·  Surface finish of the greenway. 

 

5.4 The need for lighting at road crossings will be discussed with TNI at a PAD meeting 

arranged for 5 December 2019 and assessed by the Road Safety Auditors. Formal 

lighting of crossing points only will be considered as part of the proposals. 

 

5.5 Throughout Fatham Forest the surface will be stone-based.  Areas which are 

proposed as asphalt are specified as such due to surrounding environment.  The 

greenway section close to the NI / RoI Border is designed as a footpath running 

along the front of residential properties and alongside a road and therefore requires 

an asphalt build up.  At the Victoria Lock amenity site again the greenway is located 

alongside a road, as well as being specified as asphalt due to maintenance issues 

of the surrounding grassed areas. 

 

5.6 The key changes between the drawings presented at the PACC event; and those to 

be submitted to Planning are summarised below: 

·  Addition of detailed drainage design to provide further information to DfI Rivers, & 

DfI Roads. 

·  Addition of 2 no. street lighting columns at the two new uncontrolled crossing 

points, following the public consultation, and recommendations of the Road Safety 

Audit. 

·  Addition of a Vehicle Restraint System at several locations following a RRRAP 

assessment. 

·  An increase in the red line boundary to 4.1 Ha to accommodate the additional 

design items above. 
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APPENDIX A 

CONSULTATION DRAWINGS 
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