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1. Introduction 

1.1 This Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening report has been prepared by 

Turley, on behalf of Newry, Mourne and Down District Council (NMD), in association 

with Louth County Council (LCC). 

1.2 It is submitted along with a full planning application with respect to the following 

proposed development: 

Ψ/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ нΦлмƪƳ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ƎǊŜŜƴǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳκǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

border between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland to/from the existing car-

park and amenity site at Victoria Lock via Fathom Forest - incorporating a 5m wide 

greenway corridor to include: a 2-3m shared pedestrian and cyclist path; a 0.5-1m 

wide buffer area for drainage (where required); and a 0.5-1m buffer to provide 

suitable boundary fencing (where required), together with associated site works 

including directional signage for greenway users, 15 no. bicycle parking spaces within 

Victoria Lock, vehicle safety barriers, retaining walls to accommodate ramped 

sections of footway, vegetation clearance, re-surfacing and path repairs, drainage 

works, two uncontrolled pedestrian crossings each with a street lighting column along 

the R173/B79 Fathom Line Road, road markings including coloured surfacing, traffic 

signage and accommodation works, such as setting back an existing yard wall to 

provide ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿƛŘǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǿŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŘǊƛǾŜǿŀȅΩ 

1.3 The purpose of this report, and accompanying planning application package, is to 

provide NMD with the relevant information to enable it to make a Screening 

Determination in accordance with Regulation 12 of The Planning (Environmental 

Impact Assessment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2017 (EIA Regulations).  

1.4 This report should be read in conjunction with each of the following specialist inputs 

which accompany and support the overall planning application package: 

ω Full suite of application plans - Doran Consulting; 

ω Route Corridor Assessment report - Doran Consulting; 

ω Pre-Application Community Consultation report - Doran Consulting; 

ω Design and Access Statement - Doran Consulting; 

ω Flood Risk and Surface Water Management report  - Doran Consulting; 

ω Habitats Directive Appraisal Screening report ς RPS Environmental; 

ω Ecological Impact Assessment ς RPS Environmental; 

ω Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Assessment - Gahan & Long; 

ω Tree Survey Report - M. Large Tree Services Ltd; and 

ω Road Safety Audit - CST Group. 



 

 

2. Project Context  

Carlingford Lough Greenway 

2.1 The Carlingford Lough Greenway is a cross border project which has been developed 

through a signed Memorandum of Understanding between Newry, Mourne & Down 

District Council (NMD), Louth County Council (LCC) and the East Border Region.  

2.2 The Carlingford Lough Greenway, when completed, will link with the previously 

completed Portadown-Newry greenway (Upgraded Towpath), known locally as the 

Newry Canal Way, resulting in a total overall length of scenic, safe and attractive cross-

border greenway measuring approx. 52km from Carlingford to Newry to Portadown.   

2.3 The greenway will join Newry City in Northern Ireland (NI) to Carlingford in the 

Republic of Ireland (RoI) and it will form part of the northern section of a proposed 

greenway link from Belfast to Dublin, often referred to as the Great Eastern Greenway. 

2.4 The Greenway project is primarily financed by the European Union's INTERREG VA 

Programme which is managed by the Special EU Programmes Body. This is one of 

numerous programmes across the European Union designed to promote greater levels 

of cross-border co-operation. The Carlingford Lough Greenway applied for INTERREG 

VA funding through a two stage competitive application process. 

2.5 Doran Consulting has been appointed by Louth County Council to carry out, in an 

integrated, comprehensive and planned manner, the construction of three new 

sections of greenway as an extension of the existing Carlingford Lough Greenway. 

Current Proposals 

2.6 These three new sections of greenway will deliver a total of 8.86 km of new cross-

border greenway as identified in Appendix 1. They can be summarised as follows:  

ω Section I ς From/to  Carlingford Town to/from Carlingford Marina (approx. 2.65 

km in length); 

ω Section II ς From/to  Omeath Pier to/from the County Bridge at the RoI/NI Border 

(approx. 4.2 km in length); and  

ω Section III ς From/to  the County Bridge at the NI/RoI Border to/from Victoria 

Lock (approx. 2.01km in length). 

2.7 This EIA Screening report ǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ Ψ{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ LLLΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 

greenway proposals. It is noted that a separate EIA Screening report has been prepared 

ōȅ ¢ǳǊƭŜȅ ŦƻǊ Ψ{ŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ L ŀƴŘ LLΩ, which are located entirely within the Republic of 

Ireland.  

2.8 !ǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ Ψ{ŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ L ϧ LLΩ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ 

ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ Ψ{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ LLLΩ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎΦ Ψ{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ IΩ 

was granted planning permission by LCC, under the Part 8 planning process, in 



 

 

5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΦ Ψ{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ IIΩ was submitted as a Part 8 planning application on 07 July 

2020 and a decision is expected later in 2020.  

2.9 The proposed sections of greenway, when completed, will connect with existing 

sections of the Carlingford greenway1 to deliver a fully functioning and connected trail 

that will provide additional active-travel opportunities for residents, visitors, tourists 

and commuters alike and help to encourage more people to walk and cycle and 

undertake more cross border trips for recreational, amenity and travel-to-work 

purposes. 

2.10 The overarching objectives/goals of the Carlingford Lough Greenway are: 

ω inspire active travel; 

ω meet local and regional strategies in terms of tourism and healthy and active 

living; 

ω enable more sustainable forms of mobility on a cross-border basis; 

ω increase cross-border commuting  by cycling or walking; 

ω improve cross-border social cohesion;  

ω ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŎȅŎƭƛǎǘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊŜŘƻƳƛƴŀƴǘƭȅ ΨƻŦŦ ǊƻŀŘΩ 

shared cycle/pedestrian network; and 

ω reduce energy consumption and carbon emissions. 

                                                           
1 Such as the route from/to Victoria Lock to/from Albert Basin, Newry (opened in 2018) 



 

 

3. Site Location  

Subject Site and Surrounding Area 

3.1 The location and extent of the subject site is defined in the accompanying site location 

plan (Ref. No. 181146-DC-NI-XX-GA-C-003), which is reproduced at Appendix 2 for 

convenience.  

3.2 As illustrated in the site location plan, the application site represents a long linear 

corridor measuring approx. 2.01km in length and generally 5m in width. The footprint 

of the proposed greenway will cover an area of approx. 1ha and the planning 

application redline boundary will cover a total area of approx. 4.1ha. 

3.3 This proposed section of greenway extends from the county bridge at the NI/RoI 

border where it will connect with a proposed section of greenway from the NI/RoI 

border to Omeath Pier, and it will continue to the Victoria Lock amenity site before 

connecting with the existing greenway to/from Albert Basin. 

3.4 The proposed route is to be predominantly located within Fathom Forest along the Old 

Dundalk, Newry and Greenore rail line through NI Forest Service managed woodland. 

However, noting the long linear corridor nature of the proposed greenway, it will 

traverse/be bound by/be in proximity to a variety of physical terrains/land 

uses/boundaries, including: 

ω Victoria Lock amenity site and car park, which comprises: 

 a scheduled monument, soft landscaped areas, hard surfaced areas, 

tourist amenities such as picnic benches, bins, signage, etc; 

ω Fathom Line Road (B79/R173); 

ω Fathom Forest; 

ω existing hard standing areas (such as trails/tracks/footways, roads, access 

points/junctions, lanes); 

ω existing boundaries (such as stone walls, fences, hedgerows, trees, etc.); 

ω ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ tŀǘǎȅΩǎ tŀǊƭƻǳǊΤ 

ω Carlingford Lough; 

ω grassed roadside areas; 

ω unmanaged wooded/scrub areas, 

ω a former railway line; and 

ω the county bridge at the NI/RoI border. 



 

 

Designations 

International 

3.5 The proposed shared walking and cycling greenway is not located within or subject to 

any statutory nature conservation designations made under international legislation. 

3.6 However, parts of the site are hydrologically linked to the following European sites: 

ω the Carlingford Shore Special Area of Conservation; and 

ω the Carlingford Lough Special Protection Area. 

National  

3.7 A small section of the proposed development site is located adjacent the Carlingford 

Lough Area of Special Scientific Interest (ASSI).  

3.8 The ASSI was designated in October 1996 under Article 24 of the Nature Conservation 

and Amenity Lands (Northern Ireland) Order 1985. 

3.9 The Carlingford Lough ASSI is said to be of special scientific interest by reason of its 

flora, fauna and geological interest. The main features of interest of the ASSI are the 

inter tidal muds which support wading birds. 

Landscape 

3.10 The proposed development is located within the Ring of Gullion Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty (AONB). The Ring of Gullion AONB was designated in 1991. It is 

regarded as the finest expression of a ring dyke in the British Isles and it was the first 

ring dyke in the world to be geologically mapped.  

3.11 Slieve Gullion mountain lies at the centre of the AONB, which takes its name from the 

encircling ring of lower rugged hills. Rich wildlife habitats of heath, bog and woodland 

contrast with the neatly patterned fields and ladder farms. Slieve Gullion's reputation 

as Ireland's mountain of mystery arises from its associations with Irish legends and 

myths. 

Heritage  

3.12 Part of the proposed development site is located within the Victoria Lock amenity site 

which forms part of the Newry Canal Scheduled Zone. There are four Industrial 

Heritage Records located within the amenity site, these being: 

ω IHR 172:41 - Victoria Lock 

ω IHR 172:42 - lock house 

ω IHR 172:93 ς quay; and 

ω IHR 172:112 - pump house 

3.13 Victoria Lock (IHR172:41) was built circa 1850 as part of an expansion of the canal to 

allow for heavier shipping to travel into Newry and resulted in the removal of the 



 

 

Fathom Lock as its end point. The lock is recorded on the 2nd edition OS map and 

subseǉǳŜƴǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǎ Ψмǎǘ [ƻŎƪΩ όŦƛƎǳǊŜ рύΦ  

3.14 LIw мтнΥпн ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎƪ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ мǎǘ [ƻŎƪΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ Ψ[ƻŎƪ 

IƻǳǎŜΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нƴŘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ h{ ƳŀǇ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƻƴ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ 

upstanding evidence of this structure within the amenity site today.  

3.15 IHR 172:93 refers to a quay associated with the lock. The IHR contains no additional 

information of this feature which first appears on the 3rd edition OS, recorded as a 

ΨtƛŜǊΩ όŦƛƎǳǊŜ сύΦ  

3.16 IHR 172:112 refers to the pump house associated with the lock. The IHR contains no 

additional information of this feature which may be shown on the 2nd edition OS map. 

There is no upstanding evidence of this structure within the amenity site today. 

Flooding 

3.17 The proposed development site is not located within the 1% AEP fluvial flood plain and 

the draft inundation maps indicate that the site is not located within a potential flood 

inundation area of a controlled reservoir. 

3.18 However, it is noted that the site is located partially within the 0.5%AEP coastal flood 

plain and the 0.5%AEP Pluvial Floodplain. 

3.19 The proposed greenway will not cross any designated watercourses approved by 

Drainage Council (NI). There is no recorded history of flooding along the proposed 

greenway route; 

3.20 There are no flood defences or control structures within or bounding the site. No 

artificial modification of a designated watercourse is required to construct the 

proposed greenway. 



 

 

4. Nature and Purpose of the Development  

Introduction 

4.1 The proposed development relates to a section of greenway that will connect with the 

existing and proposed sections of the Carlingford Lough Greenway. In its simplest 

terms, the greenway can be defined as a shared walking and cycling path or a piece of 

linear infrastructure. 

4.2 However, when fully and properly understood, and taken in its wider context, the 

greenway can be described/defined as: 

ω a built/natural environment respecter; 

ω a sustainable/active travel inspirer; 

ω a sustainable cross-border commuting facilitator;  

ω a carbon emission/energy consumption reducer; 

ω a cycling/walking safety improver; 

ω a tourism/visitor enabler; 

ω a social/community/boundary connector; and 

ω a physical and mental health/well-being provider.  

4.3 The following sections outline the main design and construction components of the 

proposed greenway and the detailed design and construction information is provided 

within the application plans/drawings and the accompanying Design and Access 

Statement (DAS) prepared by Doran Consulting.  

Proposed development 

4.4 The proposed development comprises approx. 2.01km in length and will cover an area 

of approx. 4.1ha. It will incorporate a 5m wide corridor which will include: a 2-3m 

shared pedestrian and cyclist greenway path; 0.5-1m wide buffer area for drainage 

(where required); and a 0.5-1m buffer to provide appropriate boundary fencing offset 

500mm from the edge of the greenway (where required).  An extract of the site 

location is reproduced at Appendix 2. 

4.5 The following paragraphs provide a breakdown of the overall route and extracts from 

the General Arrangement plans (181146-DC-NI-XX-GA-C-320-325), prepared by Doran 

Consulting, are reproduced to assist in illustrating the location, extent and design of 

the greenway and its relationship with existing components such as topography, public 

roads, Carlingford Lough, existing properties, the forest and Victoria Lock.  



 

 

ω the greenway will commence at the NI/RoI national border where it will connect 

with an emerging section of greenway from Omeath Pier to the national border, 

referred to as Section 2;  

 

ω this initial length of the proposal will be located within the coastal verge along 

the eastern side of the B79/R173 Fathom Line, measuring approx. 100m in 

length and it will range from 2m to 3m in width; 

 

ω this length of the greenway will comprise a part asphalt (approx. 65m) and part 

unbound (approx. 35m) footpath and include 50mm edging kerbs and a timber 

boundary fencing between the greenway and Carlingford Lough; 

ω the greenway will then turn west towards the B79/R173 and a new uncontrolled 

crossing will be provided across the B79/R173; 

ω this uncontrolled crossing point will be provided with new signage 85m in 

advance for northbound traffic and 180m in advance for southbound traffic to 

advise vehicles of the crossing point; 

ω in addition, a coloured road surface will be provided to highlight the crossing to 

oncoming vehicles and the speed limit at the RoI side of the bridge will be 

reduced to 50km/hr; 



 

 

ω the next section of this greenway will be located within the inland verge along 

the western side of the B79/R173 Fathom Line and it will continue for approx. 

190m  until it meets an existing access junction off the B79/R173; 

 

 

ω this section of greenway will traverse the access point of existing residential 

properties and comprise an asphalt footpath 2-3m wide with a 1.5m wide verge; 

ω the greenway works will also include the installation of 125mm high bull nose 

kerbs along the road and 0.5mm edging kerbs to the rear of the footpath; 

 

ω at the end of the row of residential properties a raised footway and retaining 

wall are proposed to provide a suitable gradient for the greenway to rise up from 

the lower B79/R173 to Fathom Forest; 

 

ω the greenway will then form a 3m wide unbound path located along the existing 

embankment with a retaining stone wall that will follow the line of the former 



 

 

Dundalk-Newry-Greenore rail line through Fathom Forest for approx. 300m 

towards an existing Forest track; 

 

ω this section of the greenway will navigate the rear of a property, locally known as 

tŀǘǎȅΩǎ tŀǊƭƻǳǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘƛƳōŜǊ Ǉƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƛƭ ŦŜƴŎŜ 

along the top of the existing stone wall/embankment; 

 

ω the greenway will then travel along an existing asphalt forest track for 1km; 

 

 



 

 

 

ω the forest track ranges between 2.5m and 5.5m  in width and will require some 

clearing and repairs such as isolated patch repairs and filling of potholes, as 

detailed in the accompanying General Arrangements plans prepared by Doran 

Consulting; 

 

 

ω surface patch repair of potholes where required is proposed along the existing 

Forest Track apart from a 170m section which will be provided with a hot rolled 

asphalt surface overlay; 

ω the proposed greenway will then narrow to 2m and will comprise a ramped 

footway which will loop down to the B79/R173; 

 



 

 

 

ω the ramped footway will be constructed between two retaining walls for 

approx.75m; 

 

ω the proposed greenway will then widen to a 3m asphalt footpath and travel 

south east along the western road side verge of the B79/R173 for 70m until it 

comes to a proposed uncontrolled road crossing;  

 

ω greenway users will traverse the B79/R173 at this point and enter the Victoria 

Lock site via the removal of a 3m section of the existing wooden boundary fence; 

ω once across the B79/R173, the greenway will continue as a 3m wide asphalt 

footpath within the Victoria Lock amenity site travelling between the existing 

picnic benches and curving north along the boundary of the car park towards 

existing lock crossing point at the northern end of the cark park; 














































