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Introduction

This Environmentdmpact Assessment (EIA) Screening report has been prepared by
Turley, on behalf of Newry, Mourne and Down District Council (NMD), in association
with Louth County Council (LCC).

It is submittedalong witha full planning applicatiowith respect to the fdbwing
proposed development:

W/ 2yaiNdzOGA2y 2F | nwonmlyY &KFENBR gFft1Ay3a |
border between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland to/from the existing car

park and amenity site at Victoria Lock via Fathom Foenestorporating a 5m wide

greenway corridor to include: a2 shared pedestrian and cyclist path; a-0rb

wide buffer area for drainage (where required); and aInbbuffer to provide

suitable boundary fencing (where required), together with associatedvsirks

including directional signage for greenway users, 15 no. bicycle parking spaces within
Victoria Lock, vehicle safety barriers, retaining walls to accommodate ramped

sections of footway, vegetation clearancestgfacing and path repairs, drainage

works, two uncontrolled pedestrian crossings each with a street lighting column along

the R173/B79 Fathom Line Road, road markings including coloured surfacing, traffic

signage and accommodation works, such as setting back an existing yard wall to

providet RRAGA2Yy It GARGK YR LINRPGAAAZ2Y 2F | ySg

Thepurposeof this report and accompanying planning application package,
provideNMDwith the relevant information to enable it to makeScreening
Determination in accordanceith Regulatioril2 of The Planning (Environmental
Impact Assessment) Regulations (Northern Ireland) ZB1X Regulations)

Thisreport should be read in conjunction wieach of the following specialist inputs
which accompany and support tlewerall plaming application pckage

() Full suite ofapplicationplans- Doran Consulting;

() Route Corridor Assessment repeiDoran Consulting;

() Pre-Application Community Consultation repefboran Consulting;
() Design and Access Statemeiioran Consulting;

w  Flood Risland Surface Water Management reporDoran Consulting
W Habitats Directive Appraisal Screening reppRPS Environmental;
W Ecological Impact AssessmemRRPEnvironmental;

w  Archaeologicaand Cultural Heritag@ssessmentGahan & Long;

w Tree Survey RepoftM. Large Tree Services | &hd

W Road Safety AuditCST Group.
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Project Context

Carlingford Lough Greenway

The Carlingford Lough Greenway is a cross border project which has been developed
through a signed Memorandum of UnderstandirgjeeenNewry, Mourne & Down
District Council (NMD), Louth County Council (la@@he East Border Region.

The Carlingford Lough Greenway, when completed, will link with the previously
completed PortadowrNewry greenway (Upgraded Towpath), known locadlyree

Newry Canal Way, resulting in a total overall length of scenic, safe and attractive cross
border greenway measuring approx. 52km from Carlingford to Newry to Portadown.

The greenway will joiNewry City in Mrthern Ireland (NIjo Carlingford in tke
Republic ofireland (Rol) and it wiform part ofthe northern section of a proposed
greenway link from Belfast to Dublin, often referred to as the Great Eastern Greenway

The Greenway project is primarily financed by the European Union's INTERREG VA
Programme which is managed by the Special EU Programmes Body. This is one of
numerous programmes across the European Union designed to promote greater levels
of crossborder cooperation. The Carlingford Lough Greenway applied for INTERREG
VA funding througla two stage competitive application process.

Doran Consulting has been appointed by Louth County Council to carry out, in an
integrated, comprehensive and planned manner, the construction of three new
sections of greenway as an extension of the existagjr@ford Lough Greenway.

Current Proposals

These three new sections of greenway will deliveot@l of 836 km of new cross
border greenwayas identified inAppendix 1 Theycan be summarised as follows:

() Sectionl ¢ From'to CarlingfordTownto/from Carlingford Marina (appro2.65
km in length);

() Sectionll ¢ Fromto Omeath Pier téfrom the County Bridge at the Rol/NI Border
(approx. 4.2 km in length); and

() Sectionlll ¢ From'to the County Bridge at the NI/Rol Bordeffrom Victoria
Lock épprox.2.01km inlength).

This EIA Screenimgport NS f | 1 S& &ALISOATFTAOFff & (2 LINRBLRASR
greenway proposaldt is noted that a separatBIA Screening repolnas beerprepared

08 ¢dzNI S& ¥ 2 Nwhieq agedoiated shtirelylithinlthg Republic Of

Ireland
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was granted planning permission b§ € underthe Part 8 planning process, in



5S0SY0 SN H nlfwgsBubkiftesh® é Rag §planning application 07 July
2020 anda decision is expected later in 2020.

2.9  The proposed sections of greenway, when completed, will connect with existing
sectionsof the Carlingfordgreenway to deliver a fully functioning and connected trail
that will provide additional activéravel opportunities for residents, visitors, tourists
and commuters alike and help emcourage more people to walk and cycle and
undertakemore cross border trips for recreational, ameratyd travelto-work
purposes

2.10 Theoverarching objectives/goals of the Carlingford Lough Greenway are:

w

w

inspire active travel;

meet local and regional strategies in terms of tourism and healthy and active
living;

enable more sustainable forms of mobility on a crbesder basis;
increase crosvorder commuting by cycling or walking;
improve crossborder social cohesion;

AYLINR @S OeoOfaraad alFSte GKNRIdAK GKS
shared cyd/pedestrian networkand

reduce energy consumption and carbon emissions.

1 Such as the route from/to Victoria Lock to/from Albert Badiewry(opened in 2018)
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SiteLocation

Subject Site and Surrounding Area

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

The location and extent of the subject site is defined in the accompanying site location
plan (Ref. No181146DCNIXXGAGC003), which is reproduced appendix 2for
convenience.

As illustrated in the site location plarhd applicationsite represents a long linear
corridor measuring approX.01lkm inlength andgenerallysm in width Thefootprint
of the proposed greenway will cewan area of approx. 1ha and th&nning
application redline boundarwill covera total area ofapprox.4.1ha.

This proposed section of greenway extends fromabanty bridge at the NI/Rol
borderwhere it will connect with a proposed section of greenway from the NI/Rol
border to Omeath Pier, and it will continue to the Victoria Lock amenity site before
connecting with the existing greenway to/from Albert Basin.

The proposed routés tobe predomirantly locatedwithin Fathom Forest along the Old
Dundalk, Newry and Greenore rail line through NI Forest Service managed woodland.
However, noting the long linear corridor nature of the proposed greenway, it will
traverse/be bound by/be in proximity to aviety of physical terrains/land
uses/boundaries, including:

w  Victoria Lock amenity site and car park, which comprises:

a scheduled monument, soft landscaped areas, hard surfaced areas,
tourist amenities such as picnic benches, bins, signage, etc;

() Fathom Lie RoadB79/R173;
() Fathom Forest;

() existing hard standing areas (such as trails/tracks/footways, roads, access
points/junctions, lanes);

() existing boundaries (such as stone walls, fences, hedgerows, trees, etc.);

w NBAARSY(GAFf LINPLISNIASAE FyR tlGaeQa t
W Carlingford Lough;

w  grassedoadsidearess;

w unmanaged wooded/scrub areas,

w aformer railway line; and

w  the county bridge at the NI/Rol border.

NI 2d



Designations

International

3.5

3.6

The proposedhared walking and cycling greenwayot located within or subject to
anystatutory nature conservation designations madeder international legislation.

However parts of the site ardydrologicallylinkedto the following European sites:
w  the Carlingford ShorepgcialArea ofConservation; and

w  the Carlingford Lough Special Rrction Area.

National

3.7

3.8

3.9

A smallsection of theproposed developmerditeis locatedadjacentthe Carlingford
LoughArea of Special Scientific Interest (ASSI)

The ASShas designated in October 1996 under Article 24 of the Nature Conservation
and AmenityLands (Northern Ireland) Order 1985.

The Carlingford Lough ASSI is said to be of special scientific interest by reason of its
flora, fauna and geological intere3the main features of interest of the ASSI are the
inter tidal mudswhich supportwading birc.

Landscape

3.10

3.11

Theproposed developmeris located within the Ring of Gullion Area of Outstanding
Natural Beautf AONB)The Ring of GullioAONBwas designated in 1991t is
regarded as the finest expression of a ring dyke in the Britishdel#was he first
ring dyke in the world to be geologically mapped.

Slieve Gullion mountain lies at the centre of the AONB, which takes its name from the
encircling ring of lower rugged hills. Rich wildlife habitats of heath, bog and woodland
contrast with the nedly patterned fields and ladder farms. Slieve Gullion's reputation
as Ireland's mountain of mystery arises from its associations with Irish legends and
myths.

Heritage

3.12

3.13

Part of theproposed developmentite is located within the Victoria Lock amenity site
which forms part of the Newry Canal Scheduled Zone. There are four Industrial
Heritage Records located within the amenity site, these being:

() IHR 172:41 Victoria Lock
W IHR 172:42lock house
W IHR 172:98 quay, and
W IHR 172:112 pump house

Victoria Lock (IHR172:41) was built circa 1850 as part of an expansion of the canal to
allow for heavier shipping to travel into Newry and resulted in the removal of the
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Fathom Lock as its end point. The lock is recorded on the 2nd edition OS map and
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upstanding evidence of this structure withthe amenity site today.
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IHR 172:93 refers to a quay associated with the lock. The IHR contains no additional
information of this feature which firsaippears on the 3rd edition OS, recorded as a
Wt ASNDR O6FAIdNBE co o

IHR 172:112 refers to the pump housssaciated with the lock. The IHR contains no
additional information of this feature which may be shown on the 2nd edition OS map.
There is no upstanding evidence of this structure within the amenity site today.

Flooding

3.17

3.18

3.19

3.20

Theproposed developmergite is notlocatedwithin the 1% AEP fluvial flood plain and
the draft inundation maps indicate that the site is not located within a potential flood
inundation area of a controlled reservoir.

However, it is noted that the site is located partially within the 0.5%A&astal flood
plain and the 0.5%AEP Pluvial Floodplain.

The proposed greenway will not cross any designated watercourses approved by
Drainage Council (NI). There is no recorded history of flooding along the proposed
greenway route;

There are no flood dehces or control structures within or bounding the sikn
artificial modification of a designated watercourse is required to construct the
proposed greenway.



4.

Nature and Purpose of the Development

Introduction

4.1

4.2

4.3

The proposed development relates acsectim of greenway that will connect with the
existing and proposed sections of the Carlingford Lough Greenway. In its simplest
terms, the greenway can be defined as a shared walking and cycling path or a piece of
linear infrastructure.

However, when fully androperly understood, and taken in its wider context, the
greenway can be described/defined as:

w a built/natural environment respecter;

w a sustainable/active travel inspirer;

W a sustainable crodsorder commuting facilitator;
w a carbon emission/energyonsumption reducer;
W a cycling/walking safety improver;

w  atourism/visitor enabler;

W a social/community/boundary connectoand

W a physical and mental health/wdeing provider.

Thefollowing sectios outline the main design and construction componentshf t
proposed greenwagnd thedetaileddesignand construction information iprovided
within the application plans/drawings artie accompanyin@esign and Access
Statement (DAS) prepared by Doran Consulting.

Proposed development

4.4

4.5

Theproposed developmentomprisesapprox. 2.akm in length and will cover an area
of approx.4.1ha. It will incorporate &m wide corridomwhich willinclude: a 23m
shared pedestrian and cyclist greenwaath; 0.51m wide buffer area for drainage
(where required); and a 0-bm huffer to provide appropriate boundary fencing offset
500mm from the edge of the greenway (where requiredh extract of thesite

location isreproducedat Appendix2.

The following paragraphs provide a breakdown of the overall route and extracts from
the General Arrangemerglans(181146DGNEXXGAG320-325), prepared by Doran
Consulting, are reproduced to assist in illustrating the location, extent and design of
the greenway and its relationship with existing components such as topography, public
roads, Carlingford Lough, existing properties, the forest and Victoria Lock.



w the greenway will commence at thl/Rol national border where it will connect
with an emergingsection of greenway from Omeath Pierttee national border
referred to as Section 2;

w this initial length of theproposalwill be located within thecoastal vergalong
the eastern side of th879/R173Fathom Line, measuring approx. 100m in
length andit will range from 2m to 3m in width;

3.0m wide Greenway

- Proposed new
N boudary fence
Existing fence - along top of bank.
to be ramoved /

1/40 crossfall

| Existing south - B o indicative
‘d g logeway ‘ | -~ [ Water Edge

1.22m wide e

.
Section A—A \L
1:20

w this length of the greenway will comprisepart asphalt (approx. 65m) and part
unbound (approx. 35m) footpatandinclude 50mm edging kerbs and a timber
boundary fencing between the greenway and Carlingford Lpugh

w  the greenway will then turvesttowards theB79/R173and a new uncontrolled
crossing Wi be provided across thB79/R173

w  this uncontrolled crossingoint will be provided with new signage 85m in
advance for northbound traffic and 180m in advance for bound trafficto
advis vehicles of the crossing point

W in addition,a colouredroad surface will be provided to highlight the crossing
oncoming vehicleand the speed limit at the Rol side of the bridge will be
reduced to50km/hr,



w  the next section othis greenway will be located within the inland verge along
the western side of th®79/R173athom Line and will continue for approx.
190m until it meets an existing access junction offBT®/R173

w  this section of greenway will traverse thecess point of existing residential
properties and comprise an asphalt footpatt3gh wide with a 1.5m wide verge;

w  the greenway works will also include the installation of 125mm high bull nose
kerbs along the road and 0.5mm edging kerbs to the rear ofab#path;

140 erosstal

Ml\w'
Existing north Existing south

bound carriageway bound carriogeway |

2.50m wide Graenway

Section B—B PROPOSED [\
78

w  atthe end of the row of residential properties a raised footway and retaining
wall are proposed to provide a suitable gradient for the greenway to risieoup
the lowerB79/R1730 Fathom Forest;

w  the greenway will then form a 3m wide unbound path located along the existing
embankment with a retaining stone wall that will follow the line of the former



DundalkNewry-Greenore rail line through Fathom Forest for approx. 300m
towards an existing Forestack;

w this section of the greenway will navigate the rear of a property, locally known as

tlrdaeQa tIFNI2d2NE FyR AlG oAttt 0SS LINRBOARSR
along the top of the existing stone wall/embankment;

lien o exting buddings Poteys Portar”™

Proposed Section C-C

the greenway will then travellong an existing abalt forest track for 1km;

——
A T —

2




e,

the forest trackangesbetween2.5m and 5.5n in width and will require some
clearing and repairs such as isolated patch repairs and filling of potholes, as
detailed in the accompanying General Arrantents plans prepared by Doran

Consulting

Exlating Fathom Forest frack to
undarga clearance and repars.

7 Stane Wall

Existing north bound carriogeway

Section D—D

1:50

Existing Fathorn Forest track to

underga clearance and repairs and

replacement of the existing fence
along the tep of bank.

i P

Existing north
bound carriagewsy

Section E—F
100

surface patch repair of potholes where requinsdgroposed along the existing

Forest Traclapart from a 170m section which will be provided with a hot rolled
asphalt surface overlay;
the proposedgreenway wilthen narrow to 2m and will comprise a ramped

footway whichwill loop down to theB79/R173



Show) along This section. .~/ /.

SesEsET Toposed STreet
S5 Jighting column.

A

—=— Existing picnic benches
to be relocated

< Indicative location of
7, historical memorials to
remain.
2 3 (’3 . T Trail Head
e — 7 Information board and signage  to
. . be in keeping with existing Marina
Rurol (nmferf)ﬁ 5tﬁ$hpark/ng fos:ranjg 1o, Cieath: aenway. sighaca
& = safeyiromy.traflic Wil open: siands o >0 Post to include 058 RUS sign

room for_no-standard bikes. .
il ! ~ Existing manhole (gssumed to b

w  the ramped footway will be constructed between two retaining walls for
approx7s5m;

Existing Stone Wall rin—situ reinforced
|/ concrete retaining wall,
/
/
/
/ Proposed 1.75m wide raised greenway path
o / to bring users from the lower level of the

Ri173 up onto the Fathom Forest Pathway:

Existing north
| bound carriageway

0.90m 0.60m)|
wide | wide

e
BTN
X

X
\\/

BT

AN Ex isti sting gully to be

Section F—F

w  the proposedgreenway wilthen widento a 3m asphalt footpathand travel
south east along the western road side verge of BT®/R17JFor 70m until it
comes to a proposed uncontrolled road crossing

w  greenway users will traverse tH&79/R173at this point and enter the Victoria
Lock sitevia the removal of 8m setion of the existing wooden boundary fence

w  once across thB79/R173the greenway will continue as a 3m wide asphalt
footpath within the Victoria Lock amenity site travelling between the existing
picnic benches and curving north along theeundary of thecar parktowards
existing lock crossing point at the northern end of the cark park;





































































