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1.0

INTRODUCTION / BACKGROUND

1.1

Doran Consulting has been appointed by Louth County Council as lead Consultant
for the delivery of the Carlingford Lough Greenway project. Doran Consulting are
part of a wider design team comprising planners, ecologists and archaeologists
responsible for the design development of the greenway route.

1.2

Louth County Council (LCC) in association with Newry, Mourne and Down District
Council (NMD) propose to develop the Carlingford Lough Greenway which is a world
class cross-border greenway linking existing elements of a greenway which will,
when completed, join Carlingford within the Republic of Ireland (RoI) to Newry City
within Northern Ireland (NI).

1.3

The proposed greenway will be both a new link to and a continuation of existing
stretches of greenway; one which begins at Carlingford Marina and continues to
Omeath Pier (construction completed in 2013) and one which begins at Victoria Lock
Amenity Site and runs along the Middlebank to the Albert Basin (construction
completed in 2018).

1.4

The proposed new Carlingford Greenway comprises three distinct sections which
will fill in the gaps in the existing greenway as follows:

I.

From Carlingford to Carlingford Marina (relevant section - to be applied for under this
RoI Part 8 Application)

II.

From Omeath Pier to the NI / RoI Border (to be applied for under a separate RoI Part
8 Application)

III.

From the NI / RoI Border to the Victoria Lock Amenity Site (to be applied for under a
NI Planning Application)

1.5

Doran Consulting has undertaken the following Design & Access Statement to inform
the decision in relation to the Part 8 Planning Application for Section I of the
Carlingford Lough Greenway.

1.6

Plans showing the site and development proposals and its relationship with roads
and residential areas are included as part of the Part 8 Application.
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2.0

SITE INFORMATION

2.1

Site Location

2.1.1

The site being considered within this report is located within Carlingford and along
the shore of Carlingford Lough / the R173 from King John’s Castle Bridge to
Carlingford Marina. The proposed greenway section is within the Liberties of
Carlingford townland.

Figure 2.1: Existing Site Location

2.2

Existing Site Description

2.2.1

The site within Carlingford is located along the existing streets and is therefore
bounded by the existing residential and commercial properties of the town. North of
King John’s Castle Bridge the site is bound to the west by the main R173 Road which
runs from Carlingford to Newry and to the east by an embankment which leads down
to the sand and shingle of Carlingford Lough.

2.2.2

Landuse within the site is existing public roads and footways, the road side verge
along the R173, public parking areas / amenity sites, and an area or private land
within the Carlingford Marina.

2.3

The red site boundary shown above extends beyond the width of the proposed
greenway to account for working areas along the greenway and along adjacent
roads for access.

2.3.1

A Location Overview & Site Boundary drawing is included within the Part 8 package
(181146-DC-CM-XX-GA-C-001).
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3.0

PROPOSED SITE

3.1

The application site considered within this report (Section I) will travel between the
Carlingford Station House both along the R173 and through Carlingford to the
Carlingford Marina (refer to drawing 181146-DC-SW-XX-GA-C-001) connecting to
the existing greenway running between Carlingford Marina and Omeath Pier.

3.2

The route of the proposed greenway in Carlingford (Section 1) comprises separate
amenities for cyclists and pedestrians. The Trail Head is located within the parking
area of the Carlingford Station House Office as outlined within Section 4.0 of this
report.

3.3

The next section of the Carlingford Lough Greenway (Section II - refer to drawing
181146-DC-SW-XX-GA-C-000) travels between Omeath Pier along the shore of
Carlingford Lough or along the Old Dundalk, Newry & Greenore rail line, and County
Bridge along the R173 / Fathom Line (terminating at the border between Northern
Ireland and the Republic of Ireland). This section will be considered under a separate
Part 8 application and will connect to the existing greenway running between
Carlingford Marina and Omeath Pier.

3.4

The proposed Carlingford Lough Greenway will commence again at the NI / RoI
Border and travel cross border to the Victoria Lock Amenity Site in County Down
(Section III - refer to drawing 181146-DC-SW-XX-GA-C-000). This section will be
considered under a Northern Ireland Planning Application and will connect up to the
existing Middlebank Greenway which runs from Victoria Lock to Albert Basin in
Newry City.
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4.0

PROPOSED GREENWAY ROUTE

4.1

The greenway when completed will form part of the wider ‘Great Eastern Greenway’
from Belfast to Dublin and will operate as a shared off-road cycleway / walkway
where possible and aims to provide a scenic cross-border route to encourage more
people to walk and cycle and undertake cross-border journeys.

4.2

Section 1 of the proposed greenway in Carlingford comprises separate amenities for
cyclists and pedestrians. The Trail Head is located within the parking area of the
Carlingford Station House.

4.3

Pedestrian Route

4.3.1

Greenway signage from the Station House will direct pedestrians along the existing
coastal footpath along the R173 which currently terminates at the access road to
Carlingford Pier.

4.3.2

At the pier a new 2m wide asphalt pedestrian footway will be constructed along the
R173 to King John’s Bridge. The asphalt footway will be constructed under King
John’s Bridge and towards the existing car parking area along the R173; here it will
continue as a 3m wide asphalt footway following the line of the existing stone wall.

Image 0.1: R173 Verge from

Image 0.2: Existing carpark area along R173

Carlingford Pier to bridge

4.3.3

At the end of the parking area the greenway will continue along the coastal side of
the R173 within the existing verge. Works will comprise additional signage and
realignment of road markings to accommodate the new footway and an extension of
the 50km/h speed limit will be applied for through a separate process to be
introduced along this stretch of road.

181146 Carlingford Lough Greenway Section I
Design & Access Statement

4

4.3.4

The 3m wide pedestrian footpath will be constructed along the verge of the R173
comprising an asphalt surface, 220mm high cadet kerbs for vehicle deflection and a
tensioned wire mesh fence (or suitable alternative) as per TII RTS-ADW-0003 along
the line of the existing safety barrier to separate the greenway from the adjacent
coastal embankment.

Image 0.3: Existing verge along the R173 Road

4.3.5

Pedestrian users of the greenway will then cross the marina entrance and utilise the
existing widened footpath down to the marina as a shared use cycle and pedestrian
facility to connect to the existing Omeath Greenway which runs from Carlingford
Marina to Omeath Pier.

Image 0.4 & 0.5: Existing footways at Carlingford Marina

4.4

Cyclist Route
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4.4.1

Greenway signage from the Station House will direct cyclists onto the unnamed road
adjacent which will be utilised as a shared use vehicle and cycle facility.

4.4.2

Cyclists will follow the one-way flow of traffic along Newry Street, past the entrance
to King John’s Castle and down the Back Lane to the R173. On the return route
cyclists will utilise Back Lane and Dundalk Street as a shared use vehicle and cycle
facility to return to the Station House.

4.4.3

A segregated cycle lane will be provided from the Back Lane along the land side of
the R173 to bring cyclists up to the entrance to Carlingford Marina.

Image 0.6 & 0.7: Location of segregated cycle facilites from Back Lane to the marina

Image 0.8: Example layout of segregated cycle lane along R173

Cyclists will then cross the R173 via an at-grade uncontrolled crossing between the
cycle lane and the marina where they will then utilise the widened existing marina
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footpath as a shared use cycle and pedestrian facility to connect to the existing
Omeath Greenway which runs from Carlingford Marina to Omeath Pier.

181146 Carlingford Lough Greenway Section I
Design & Access Statement

7

5.0

PROPOSED WORKS

5.1

Extents

5.1.1

The greenway within Carlingford Town will comprise additional signage and an
amended speed limit of 30kph will be applied for through a separate application to
be introduced along Back Lane, Newry Street and Dundalk Street to provide a safer
shared surface for cyclists and vehicles.

5.1.2

Along the R173 the new pedestrian footway will comprise a corridor of 2-4 m width
along the route comprising; a 3m wide asphalt footway, 125mm wide bull nose kerbs
or 220mm wide Cadet Kerbs and a tensioned wire mesh fence (or suitable
alternative) where required along the coastal embankment as shown within the
example typical sections below.

Figure 5.1: Typical Greenway Cross-Section under King John’s Bridge
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Figure 5.2: Typical Greenway Cross-Section at R173 Car Park

Figure 5.3: Typical Greenway Cross-Section along R173 Embankment

181146 Carlingford Lough Greenway Section I
Design & Access Statement

9

5.2

Standards

5.2.1

The greenway will be designed and constructed in line with best practice using the
following guidelines:


Department of Transport, Tourism & Sport Greenway Design and Brand Guidelines



GPP 5 Works and maintenance in or near water.



The National Cycle Manual



TII DN-GEO-03047 Rural Cycleway Design (Offline)



TII DN-PAV-03026 Footway Design

5.3

Outline Construction Methodology

5.3.1

The works is the construction of a new bound greenway from Carlingford to
Carlingford Marina.

5.3.2

Site compounds will be established at suitable locations along the route following
agreements with landowners.

5.3.3

Site compounds will be secure at all times using suitable boundary fencing and a
pedestrian walkway shall be provided from the compound to the current working area
using appropriate signage.

5.3.4

A typical methodology for the construction of the 3m wide asphalt greenway is as
follows:


The existing safety barrier is to be removed where present; and the existing ground
excavated to the required construction depth.



The existing sub-grade should be assessed (or existing Site Investigative Reports
referred to) to confirm CBRs prior to construction and carry out stabilisation of CBRs
are assessed to be <2%.



The sub-base shall be laid and compacted to the required construction thickness.



The required basecourse and wearing course shall be laid, and edge restraints will be
installed as per the design specification.

5.3.5

Standard guidelines outlined above and best practice guidelines will be adhered to
in order to minimise adverse environmental impacts during construction.
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6.0

DESIGN STATEMENT

6.1

Access and Egress

6.1.1

Access to the route is via the Trail Heads at the Station House within Carlingford, at
Omeath Pier and within the Victoria Lock Car Park & Amenity Site. Information
boards and signage will be provided at all Trail Head locations and signage for the
greenway will be in keeping with the signage for the existing Marina-Omeath
greenway and will be in line with the “Traffic Signs Manual”.

6.1.2

This application will not seek to be create any new vehicular access onto the road
network; in compliance with policy TC10 in the Louth County Development plan
(page 224) relating to no new access or intensification of existing access onto
Regional Routes.

6.1.3

For the relevant section between Carlingford Town and Carlingford Marina; four atgrade crossings are required as outlined within the following photographs.

Image 6.1: Existing crossing point of R173 to be upgraded for pedestrian use

Image 6.2: New crossing point of the pier access road for pedestrians
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Image 6.3: New crossing point of the marina access road for pedestrians

Image 6.4: New crossing of the R173 for cyclists

6.1.4

At all locations where the greenway interacts with public roads, drop kerbs will be
provided. Crossing facilities shall include road markings and signage outlining that
cyclists / pedestrians will be required to give way to motor vehicles at conflict points.

6.1.5

Access points and construction compounds are proposed along the route and will
be closed off. Locations will be assessed for suitability with the aim of avoiding
construction phase compounds in close proximity to any watercourses. Lands will
be reinstated on completion of the adjacent section of works.

6.2

Signage / Furniture

6.2.1

Standard greenway signage and information panels shall be installed along the route
to provide continuity with the existing greenway sections from Carlingford Marina to
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Omeath and from Victoria Lock to Albert Basin. Existing signage down to the marina
will be upgraded to current standards.

6.2.2

Existing picnic tables, benches and recycling bins within the parking area along the
R173 shall be relocated or replaced to provide amenity facilities at this location.

6.2.3

No bins are proposed along the greenway – both the existing and new reaches of
the Carlingford Lough Greenway will continue to operate a ‘leave no trace’ initiative
to encourage environmentally aware and sustainable behaviour among users.

6.2.4

To accompany the new pedestrian route; new traffic calming measures will be
installed along the R173 including road cushions, traffic calming gateway, and antiskid surfacing, and the 50km/h speed limit will be extended. Associated new signage
will be installed highlighting the speed limit change and traffic calming to motorists.

6.2.5

To accompany the cyclist route, a reduced speed limit of 30km/h will be implemented
along Back Lane, Newry Street and Dundalk Street to accommodate the new shared
surface.

6.2.6

All amendments to the speed limit bylaws will be carried out as a separate process
to this Part 8 application.

6.3

Parking

6.3.1

Vehicular parking for the proposed new section of greenway will utilise existing
parking areas at the Trail Heads as follows:

6.3.2



30 Parking spaces at the Station House.



43 spaces at Omeath Pier.



40 spaces at Victoria Lock Car-Park.

Cycle parking is proposed within the Station House grounds; at Omeath Pier and at
Victoria Lock as follows:

6.3.3



20 Sheffield Style Racks at the Station House.



Three existing and seven new Sheffield Style Racks at Omeath Pier.



15 Rural Style (timber) Racks at Victoria Lock Car-Park.

The above locations are deemed to be accessible and convenient, close to the Trail
Head, prominently located with sufficient surrounding space and unlikely to cause
obstruction to pedestrians. The provision and chosen locations aim to indicate to the
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public that cyclists are welcome and locations shall be highlighted on all local
information material.

6.3.4

The proposed cycle racks will enable the bicycle frame and at least one wheel to be
locked, catering for different sizes and shapes of bikes – promoting the use of the
greenway for both individual cyclists and family groups.

6.3.5

As users are likely to be children / families i.e. ‘day visitors’ - amenities associated
with longer stay parking (covered areas/ lighting / CCTV) are not deemed to be a
requirement.

6.4

Lighting

6.4.1

Generally greenways are not illuminated (stated within TII DN-GEO-03047);
however due to the interactions with vehicular traffic the proposals for Section I of
the Carlingford Lough Greenway will include new street lighting along approximately
635m from King John’s Bridge to Carlingford Marina to provide lighting for the
proposed new crossing points and associated traffic calming measures (speed
ramps, speed limit reductions and new signage / road markings).

6.5

Widths / Gradients

6.5.1

The proposed new greenway from Carlingford to Carlingford Marina will be an all
ability footway suitable for all ability walkers and will be a minimum of 2m wide along
the majority of the route. The proposed new on-road shared cycle/vehicular surface
will be a minimum of 3m wide along the majority of the route.

6.5.2

Constraints along the greenway require a reduction in width where the new footway
is constructed beneath King John’s Bridge.

6.5.3

To allow the greenway to be adequately drained and avoid difficulties with standing
water and ice; cross falls along the new footway will be between 1% and 3% with a
maximum of 5% where necessary.

6.5.4

The greenway will aim to have maximum vertical gradients of 3% along the majority
of the route. Where increased gradients are due to existing localised steep R173
Road; gradients will be a maximum of 10% (two steps below desirable maximum)
and these reaches will be less than 100m in length.

6.5.5

The greenway is relatively straight; to direct the route around the existing R173
parking area and existing marina entrance features; bends with a radius of <4m are
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required as shown on the drawings listed below; signage will be provided to slow
cyclists and warn them of the upcoming hazard:


DC-CM-XX-GA-C-303 – to direct the greenway from the R173 parking area to the
verge of the R173.



DC-CM-XX-GA-C-304– to direct the greenway towards the Carlingford Marina access
road.

6.6

Surfacing

6.6.1

Starting at the Station House pedestrians and cyclists will use existing roads and
footways and no surfacing works are proposed.

6.6.2

The new greenway under King John’s Bridge and along the R173 will be an asphalt
footway with suitable kerbing and boundary fencing along the coastal edge.

6.7

Land & Soil

6.7.1

The proposed greenway from Carlingford to the Marina is located within public lands
(footways and road verges) with a minor area within the privately owned Carlingford
Marina. The greenway does not require the demolition of any properties.

6.7.2

Landowner engagement has been undertaken by Louth County Council and
negotiations are ongoing.

6.8

Geological / Geotechnical Investigations

6.9

The Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI) mapping was assessed and the following
was noted:


There are no records of landslides along the route however the new footway from King
John’s Castle northward is within an area defined as having moderately high landslide
susceptibility.



The new footway from King John’s Castle northward is within The Carlingford Area &
King John’s Castle Geological Heritage Site.



6.9.1

The route is not within a drinking water protection zone.

The GSI classifies the bedrock along the greenway as Turbidite with red mica & red
shale of the Inniskeen Formation, and there are no significant superficial deposits
along the route with sediments described as bedrock outcrop or subcrop.
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6.9.2

Loss of soil resource under the greenway footprint is deemed to be minimal in the
context of the wider area.

6.10

Noise

6.10.1

Due to the type of development and use of a greenway is it expected that there will
be a limited, temporary increase in noise and vibration levels at construction stage
with any disturbance being transient and moving with the construction progress.

6.10.2

Within the extents of Carlingford village and along the R173 no adverse amenity
impacts relating to noise are expected during operational phase of the greenway due
to the existing ambient noise levels of the existing R173 and town centre activities.

6.11

Landscaping and Boundary

6.11.1

A tensioned wire mesh fence (or suitable alternative) will be provided along the
coastal edge of the new footway along the R173 replacing the existing safety barrier.
New cadet kerbs will act as a deflection barrier for cars in place of the existing safety
barrier.

6.12

Watercourse Crossings

6.12.1

Section I of the proposed Carlingford Lough greenway is within the Newry, Fane,
Glyde and Dee Catchment / Hydrometric Area, within the Carlingford sub-basin and
runs alongside the Carlingford Lough Coastal Waterbody.

6.12.2

The greenway runs along Carlingford Lough and is approximately 10m from the
Carlingford Lough coastal waterbody shore at its closest point, and up to a maximum
of 45m at farthest proximity. The greenway crosses no designated watercourses
(water features which are classified and monitored by the EPA under the Water
Framework Directive).

6.12.3

The Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI) classifies the groundwater vulnerability along
the route as ‘X’ where rock is at or near the surface, and classifies the aquifers
underlying the site at PI poor (Pl) aquifers.

6.12.4

The CEFRAM Groundwater report indicates that for PI aquifers in low-lying areas;
the water table is generally near the ground surface, especially in winter when the
aquifer’s limited porosity and permeability may lead to waterlogging. Based on GSI
records the proposed route is not within a drinking water protection area.
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6.12.5

The proposed route utilises the existing marina access road and footway which
crosses a minor unnamed watercourses which flows into Carlingford Lough
downstream. No works are proposed in the vicinity of the existing crossing point.

Image 6.5: Existing undesignated watercourse along marina access road

6.12.6

Current Pollution Prevention Guidelines (PPGs) shall be adhered to as standard
practice for all work around watercourses to prevent pollution (including muddy runoff) for both construction of the greenway and future maintenance work.

6.13

Drainage

6.13.1

A separate flood risk assessment and surface water management report has been
prepared for the proposed greenway and has been submitted as part of this Part 8
Application.

6.13.2

Within Carlingford Town drainage will remain as existing with proposed road
markings and signage the only works proposed within this section.

6.13.3

The majority of the new greenway construction will be asphalt footway and will utilise
the existing R173 road drainage with new or repositioning of gullies where required.
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6.13.4

Existing surface water flow paths will be maintained by maintaining existing or
installing new culvert crossings under the greenway where required.

6.13.5

Increases in hardstanding areas are considered minimal as outlined within the Flood
Risk and Surface Water Management Report.

6.14

Earthworks

6.14.1

Minimal earthworks are required as part of the works. Minor localised areas of cut
and fill will be required to create the required corridor levels and to provide drainage
and cross falls along the R173.

6.15

Environmental Management

6.15.1

Maintenance of the greenway will be by Louth County Council and will include:


Grass cutting of grassed drainage channels (blades ideally maintained at <75mm in
length).



Removal of litter and debris from the greenway and adjacent drainage channels.



Patching of grass along the drainage channels where grass has died or become
damaged.



Spraying or cutting of the grassed edge every 2-3 years to maintain greenway width
at approximately 3m.

6.15.2

An Environmental Operating Plan will be developed for the project in coordination
with the wider consulting team comprising civil engineers, structural engineers,
ecologists and archaeologists.
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