












LCP Order No. 908/2023             Reference No. S57 LHS23-04 
 
 

LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S ORDER 

 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 (as amended) 

 

Section 57 Declaration – Works to a Protected Structure 

 

Chief Executive’s Order No: 908/2023 

 

Reference No:    S57 LHS23-04 

 

Date Application Received: 27th October 2023 

 

Description: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Name of Applicant:   Smarmore Castle Clinic  

 

Location of Development Smarmore, Ardee, Co. Louth A92 YY22 

 

CONCLUSION 

WHEREAS a question has arisen as to whether the proposed development 
detailed under Section 10 of the Request for Section 57 Declaration:  

• Refurbishment of bathrooms in castle building, including removal & 
replacement of modern finishes & fittings, 

• Localised repair and re-building of masonry walls adjoining gate piers 
to matching detail to existing, 

• Repair/replacement of modern flat roof finish to castle tower, 

• Provision of solar panels to south roof slope of modern swimming pool 

building, 

would or would not materially affect the character of protected structures or 

any element of the structures which contributes to its special architectural, 

historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical 

interest at Smarmore Castle, Smarmore, 

• Refurbishment of bathrooms in castle building, including 

removal & replacement of modern finishes & fittings. 

• Localised repair and re-building of masonry walls adjoining 

gate piers to matching detail to existing. 

• Repair/replacement of modern flat roof finish to castle 

tower. 

• Provision of solar panels to south roof slope of modern 

swimming pool building. 
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AND WHEREAS Smarmore Castle Clinic requested a declaration on the 

question from Louth County Council on the 27th October 2023, 

 

AND WHEREAS Louth County Council in considering this referral, had regard 

particularly to – 

(a) Section 2 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended, 

(b) Section 3 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended,    

(c) Section 4 (1)(h) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended,  

(d) Section 68 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 as amended,  

(d) Section 77(1) of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended,  

(e) the Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines for Planning Authorities, 

(f) the nature and extent of works set out in the referral question in respect of 

this structure,  

 

AND WHEREAS Louth County Council has concluded that:  

(i) the stated works to the protected structure comprise of works and are, 

therefore, development, and  

(ii) the stated works would not materially affect the character of the structure, 

or any element of the structure which contributes to its special 

architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social 

or technical interest, 

(iii) the stated works would consist of the carrying out of works for the 

maintenance, improvement and alteration of this structure which do not 

materially affect the external appearance of the structure so as to render 

the appearance inconsistent with the character of the structure or of 

neighbouring structures. 

 

NOW THEREFORE Louth County Council, in exercise of the powers 
conferred on it by Section 57 of the 2000 Act as amended, hereby decides 
that the proposed works above, to Smarmore Castle, Smarmore, Ardee, Co. 
Louth as detailed by the Request for Section 57 Declaration and submitted 
information and details, constitutes development that is exempted 
development. 
 
 
 
SIGNED: _______________     Dated: 18th December 2023 

Joanna Kelly 
Senior Planner 

 
 
 
 
 
 



LCP Order No. 908/2023             Reference No. S57 LHS23-04 
 
 
 
 
ORDER: In pursuance of the powers conferred upon the Council by the 

above Act, I concur with the above recommendation and I 
hereby direct that a Section 57 Declaration of Exemption be 
Refused for the works, as described above. 

 
 
 
 
SIGNED:  _______________    Dated: 18th December 2023 

Eamon Woulfe 
A/Director of Services 

 

 

To whom this function has been delegated in accordance with the provision 
of Sections 154 of the Local Government Act 2001 by Order No. 
CE.S.362/23 dated the 10th day of November 2023. 



PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 (as amended) 
REQUEST FOR SECTION 57 DECLARATION 

 
 

 
	
	
The	above	Act	provides	that	notwithstanding	section	4(1)(a)	,	(h)	,	(i)	,		(j)	,	(k)	,	or	(l)	and	any	regulations	
made	under	section	4(2)	of	the	Act	,		the	carrying	out	of	works	to	a	protected	structure,	or	a	proposed	
protected	structure,	shall	be	exempted	development	only	if	those	works	would	not	materially	affect	
the	character	of—	
	
(a)	the	structure,	or	
	
(b)	 any	 element	 of	 the	 structure	 which	 contributes	 to	 its	 special	 architectural,	 historical,	
archaeological,	artistic,	cultural,	scientific,	social	or	technical	interest	
 
As	an	owner	or	occupier	of	a	protected	structure	you	are	entitled	under	 the	above	Act	 to	make	a	
written	 request	 to	 the	 Planning	 Authority	 to	 issue	 a	 Declaration	 as	 to	 the	 type	 of	works	which	 it	
considers	would	or	would	not	materially	affect	the	character	of	the	structure	or	of	any	element	(as	set	
out	in	Section	57(3)	of	the	Planning	and	Development	Act	2000	as	amended)	of	that	structure.	
	
In	order	to	allow	for	consideration	of	this	request,	please	supply	the	following	information:	
 

	 	 	

1.	 Name	of	Applicant:	 Smarmore	Castle	Clinic,	
	 	 	

2.	 Address	of	Protected	Structure:	 Eircode:	

Ardee,	County	Louth,	Ireland	A92	YY22	
	 	

	 	
	 	 	

3.	 Correspondence	of	Protected	Structure:		
(if	different	from	2	above)	 	

	 	
	 	

	 	 	

4.	 NIAH	Ref.	No.		

13901701	
Garden	ID:	LH0068		
	
	

Louth	RPS	Ref.	No.		
LHS	017-050	–	tower	
house		
	

	 	 	

5.	 Is	the	structure	owner	occupied	or	rented?	 Owner	
	 	 	

6.	 If	rented,	state	name	and	address	of	owner:	 	
	 	 	

7.	 Use	of	structure		
(residential,	commercial	etc.)	

	
	

	 	 	

8.	 Has	a	Declaration	been	sought	previously?	 No	
	 	 	

9.	 Are	you	aware	of	any	(1)	previous	planning	application/s	or	(2)	enforcement	proceedings	
pertaining	to	this	site?	(If	so,	please	give	details):	

	

14452	–	Permission	for	the	change	of	use	of	hotel/guesthouse	and	restaurant	to	a	recovery	
clinic	and	associated	site	works	
	

	 17894	–	walled	garden	&	reception	area	development	
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10.	 Please	provide	a	brief	description	of	the	nature	and	scale	of	the	development	proposed	
(both	internal	and	external)	in	particular	the	works	that	you	are	seeking	a	declaration	for		

	

Refurbishment	of	bathrooms	in	castle	building,	including	removal	&	replacement	of	modern	
finishes	&	fittings	

	

Localised	repair	and	re-building	of	masonry	walls	adjoining	gate	piers	to	matching	detail	to	
existing	

	

	

Repair	&	draughtproofing	of	existing	windows	in	main	castle	building	

	 Repair/replacement	of	modern	flat	roof	finish	to	castle	tower	

	

	
	 Provision	of	solar	panels	to	south	roof	slope	of	modern	swimming	pool	building	

	 	

	 	

	 	

	 	

	 	 	

	

Please	note	that	the	accuracy	and	relevance	of	the	Declaration	made	by	the	Planning	
Authority	is	informed	by	the	information	furnished	by	the	applicant.	

Any	deviation	from	the	information	provided	may	require	the	re-consideration		
of	the declaration. 

	

11.	
Please	provide	a	Site	Location	Map	to	the	scale	of	1:1000	clearly	identifying	the	structure	
and	boundaries	to	which	this	application	refers.	The	subject	structure	should	be	outlined	in	
red	and	overall	landholding	to	be	outlined	in	blue	

	 	

I	wish	to	apply	for	a	declaration	from	Louth	County	Council	as	to	the	type	of	works	as	outlined	
above,	which	may	or	may	not	require	permission	in	the	above	named	structure.		

Signed:  
	

Date: 17.10.23	

				Daytime	contact	telephone	number:	 0872641093	

	
It	should	be	noted	that	the	Council	is	normally	obliged	to	issue	this	declaration	within	three	
months	(12	weeks)	of	a	request	being	made.			
	
You	will	be	contacted	within	this	period	to	arrange	an	appointment	for	a	suitably	qualified	person	
to	carry	out	a	detailed	survey	of	the	internal	and	external	features	of	the	structure.	
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Please Return Completed Form To: 

Conservation, Planning Dept., Louth County Council,  

Town Hall, Crowe Street, Dundalk, A91 W20C 

Email: conservation@louthcoco.ie 

	



Overall landholding outlined blue

Subject buildings outlined red

Gate piers proposed
to be re-built

Location of proposed
solar panels over swimming
pool

Castle building, proposed
bathroom refurbishment
and replacement flat roof
finish
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This drawing to be read in conjunction with all relevant
consultant engineers drawings

1:1000 @ A1 
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