COUNTY LOUTH FORUM ON HOMELESSNESS

Minutes of Homelessness Forum Meeting held in County Hall, Dundalk on Thursday 25th March 2010 at 2.30pm
In Attendance:
J. McGuinness, Director of Services



M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer



D. Storey, Senior Executive Officer



C. Vaughan, Senior Social Worker
K. Smyth, Drogheda Homeless Aid




F. Regan, Drogheda Homeless Aid



N. Mulligan, Dundalk Simon




C. Maguire, Dundalk Simon




P. McBride, Dundalk Simon




L. Marmion, Dundalk Women’s Aid




S. Fearon, Dundalk Women’s Aid




B. Sharpe, HSE – Homeless Services




M. McDonald, Probation & Welfare Service




A. Ogle, North Eastern Drugs Task Force




F. Murtagh, Murtagh & Partners

------------------------------------
1. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 5th January 2010 were proposed by C. Vaughan and seconded by K. Smyth.

2. Matters Arising
A discussion took place in relation to the recent Circular issued by the Department with regard to the makeup of the Regional Homeless Forum.  J. McGuinness indicated that the final draft approved by the Minister now addressed the counties of Louth, Monaghan and Cavan with Louth being the responsible authority.
There was some discussion in relation to how this would be applied considering the interaction between the Drogheda agencies and Meath County Council.

3. Review of Homeless Services Structures in Louth
J. McGuinness gave a brief introduction in relation to the current position since the last meeting of 5th January and apologised for the delay in scheduling the meeting.
F. Murtagh advised the group on matters and how it was intended to approach the matter.  He advised the data had been received and that analysis was continuing.
A number of particular points were discussed including:-

· Timeline for completion

· Summary of headings of data that were to be collated

At the conclusion, it was agreed that all data would be collated within the next fortnight and that a further period of 1 to 2 weeks would be required to complete the recommendations.

It was noted that there is significant time obligations with regard to the collation of a Regional Strategy which is to be finalised within 10 weeks of the notification to all responsible agencies required by the Circular on 15th March.

4. Any Other Business
A number of points were discussed and raised under “any other business” including:-
· The suggestion that the HSE cutbacks were more severe in this particular region.

· Lack of B&B support in Meath County Council from the Department of Environment.

· Implication of the Rent Supplementary Welfare Allowance changes between ages 18 and 24 years and the subsequent implications for that with regard to homelessness, habitual residency tests, facilities for under 21 females with addiction issues coupled with lack of deposit and rent allowance.

· Implications of the regional structures.

This concluded the business of the meeting.

SIGNED:


_____________________





CHAIRMAN
