COUNTY LOUTH REGIONAL FORUM ON HOMELESSNESS

Minutes of Regional Homelessness Forum Meeting held in Cooley Meeting Room, County Hall, Dundalk on Friday 28th May, 2010 at 2.00pm
In Attendance:
J. McGuinness, Director of Services, LCC (Chairperson)



R. McManus, SEO, Monaghan Co. Co.




M. Geelan, SEO, Cavan Co. Co.



A. Ogle, North Eastern Regional Drugs Task Force



R. Phelan, HSE



N. Hand, Dept. Social Protection



S. Roche, FÁS



S. McKenna, Tearmann



G. Wallace, Cuan Mhuire



Cllr. P. McQuillan

K. Smyth, Drogheda Homeless Aid



F. Murtagh, Murtagh & Partners



C. Vaughan, Senior Social Worker, LCC
Apologies:

M. McDonnald, Probation Service




M. Collum, HSE




P. J. Dunne, St. Vincent de Paul


N. Mulligan, Dundalk Simon Community



C. Cowan, Drogheda Women’s & Children’s Refuge

------------------------------------
1. Role of Joint Consultative Forum
J. McGuinness gave an introduction into the legal basis for the designation of Louth as a responsible authority for homeless services and indeed the designation of the Joint Homeless Consultative Forum.  He also briefed the group in relation to the role of the Management Group and the role of the Consultative Forum confirming the consultative function for adoption, preparation and review of any Homelessness Action Plans.
2. Regional Template
J. McGuinness referred to the previously circulated regional template document for homelessness which had to be enacted before 24th May and confirmed that it had been passed by Louth County Council, Cavan County Council and Monaghan County Council.  He referred in particular to the need for the subsequent blueprint or detailed plan to be prepared which would build upon the Regional template.
3. North East Review and Next Steps
J. McGuinness gave an introduction in relation to the review of homeless services that first had been commenced in County Louth and had been extended to the region on foot of the regulations made by the Minister.
F. Murtagh gave a presentation in relation to the current situation in the region.  This focused on:-

· Facilities

· Statistics

· Issues

· Opportunities

A discussion then took place which related to matters such as:-

· Provision of units

· Provision of income support

· Young person job seekers

· Example of the Congolese resettlement programme

· Medical cards

· Demographic changes

· Independent living skills

· Youth homelessness

At the conclusion, J. McGuinness advised that he hoped to have the final corrected draft review by 4th June and requested that all observations or submissions on the matter would be forwarded to him by 11th June to allow incorporation.  It was pointed out that subsequently the action plan would be created and at that stage, the forum would be consulted on its contents.
This concluded the business of the meeting.

