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Section 1

Introduction and Context

1.0 Introduction
Louth County Council commenced the review of the current Louth County Development Plan and the preparation of
the new County Development Plan covering the period 2021-2027 in September 2019. The new Development Plan
will set out the strategic land use and planning policy for County Louth having regard to the National Planning
Framework, the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Eastern Midland Regional Assembly, planning policy
documents and any other relevant Government Guidance.
The current Louth County Development Plan was adopted on 28th September 2015 for the period 2015-2021. In
accordance with Section 11(1)(a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), Louth County Council
commenced the formal review process with the publication of a newspaper notice on Friday 27 th September 2019
(See Appendices). In accordance with Best Practice, a Strategic Issues Paper was prepared the purpose of which
was to encourage dialogue on the key topics important to the County in addition to promoting and supporting the
involvement of the public at the early stages in the preparation of the Development Plan.
Consultation at pre-draft stage focuses on the “big picture” so that the process reflects a progression from broad
strategy to greater detail reflecting the structure of the plan itself. The function of this stage is therefore to determine
the objectives and policies to deliver an overall strategy for the proper planning and sustainable development of the
area of the development plan.

1.1 Legislative Requirement for the Chief Executive Report
Under Section 11(4)(a) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) the Chief Executive, not later than
16 weeks after giving notice that the Development Plan is to be reviewed is required to prepare a report on the
submissions and observations received to the initial public consultation process of the pre Draft Plan,. In accordance
with Section 11 (4)(b), the Chief Executive’s Report must:
 List the persons or bodies who made submissions or observations, as well as any persons or bodies consulted by
the authority (See Appendices).
 Summarise the issues raised in the submissions and during the consultations, where appropriate, but shall not
refer to a submission relating to a request or proposal for zoning of particular land for any purpose.
 Give the opinion of the Chief Executive to the issues raised. In this regard the Chief Executive’s opinion must take
into account:
o
o
o
o

The proper planning and sustainable development of the area,
The statutory obligations of any local authority in the area,
Any relevant policies or objectives for the time being of the Government or any Minister of the Government
The Report must state the Chief Executives recommendations on the policies to be included in the Draft
Development Plan.
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Section 11 (4)(bc) of the Act requires that the Chief Executive’s Report summarises the issues raised and
recommendations made by the relevant regional assembly in a report prepared in accordance with Section 27A
(inserted by Section 17 of the Act of 2010) and outline the recommendations of the Chief Executive in relation to the
manner in which those submissions and recommendations should be addressed in the draft development plan.
Submissions pertaining to the zoning of land are prohibited under Section 11(4)(b)(ii) of the Planning and
Development Act 2000 (as amended) and any submissions received in this regard are required to be returned.

1.2 Pre Draft Consultation Process
The Pre Draft Consultation Process was undertaken from Friday 27th September 2019 to Tuesday 26th November
2019. 244 submissions were received during the pre-draft consultation period. The opinions, views and ideas set out
in the written submissions and of those expressed and recorded at the public consultation events, were considered.
Louth County Council wishes to express its appreciation to those who made submissions/observations and or
attended the information events.
The consultation process undertaken by Louth County Council comprised the following:
(a) Publicity
The statutory notice of the intention to review the Louth County Development Plan 2015-2021 and prepare a
new Louth County Development Plan 2021-2027 was placed in the Irish Independent on Friday 27 th September
2019. The notice advised the public that Strategic Environmental Assessment, Appropriate Assessment and
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment would be carried out as part of the review process. The notice advised when
and where submissions should be made and when public consultations would be held.
A Strategic Issues Paper was made available in all public libraries, public offices and on the Louth County
Council website. It was forwarded to all Elected Members, TD’s, Prescribed Bodies, Senior Management Team,
Local Enterprise Office, Louth Economic Forum, Public Participation Network, stakeholder groups, all primary
and post primary schools in the County.
The Issues Paper was displayed at following locations:
Louth County Council, County Hall, Millennium Centre, Dundalk
Louth County Council, Town Hall, Crowe Street, Dundalk
Louth County Council, Fair Street, Drogheda, Co. Louth
Mid Louth Civic Service Centre, Fairgreen, Ardee
All libraries in County Louth including Dundalk, Drogheda, Ardee, Dunleer and Carlingford
On the Louth County Council website at www.louthcoco.ie
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It broadly outlined the stages involved in making a Development Plan and contextualised the Plan in terms of
both national and regional policy. In addition to outlining key challenges, it identified a series of topics (nonexhaustive) to encourage dialogue and support public participation. The topics considered are as per below:


Core Strategy



People and Places



Economic Development and Employment



Dundalk and Drogheda



Towns and Villages



Rural Development and Natural Resources



Transport and Connectivity



Community, Recreation, Amenity and Social Inclusion



Tourism, Culture and Art



Climate and Environment



Infrastructure, Energy and Communications



Built and Natural Heritage

(b) Public Consultation Events
Five public information evenings were held in order to provide an opportunity for members of the public to learn
about the review process, to highlight some of the strategic issues facing the county and facilitate feedback from
the public about issues they felt should be taken into account in the preparation of the Draft Plan. These events
were advertised in the Argus and Drogheda Independent newspapers on 15 th October, 2019 and forwarded to
all Elected Members, TD’s, Prescribed Bodies, Senior Management Team, Local Enterprise Office, Louth
Economic Forum group, Public Participation Network groups, stakeholder groups, all primary and post primary
schools in the county. The public information evenings were held at the following locations and on the following
dates:
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Venues, Dates and Times of Public Consultations
Venue

Date

Time

Dundalk Library,
Roden Place,
Dundalk

Thursday 17th October, 2019

6pm -8pm

Ardee Library,
Market Square,
Ardee

Tuesday 22nd October, 2019

6pm -8pm

Drogheda Library,
Stockwell Lane,
Drogheda

Thursday 24th October, 2019

6pm -8pm

Carlingford Library,
Newry Street,
Carlingford

Tuesday 29th October, 2019

6pm -8pm

Dunleer Library,
Station Road,
Dunleer

Tuesday 5th November, 2019

6pm -8pm

(c) Emails
Louth County Council emailed all Prescribed Bodies, Elected Members and stakeholders advising of the review
of the Development Plan and through:
- Public Participation Network groups via the Councils Community Development Section
- Louth Local Enterprise Office stakeholders
- Louth Economic Forum via the Councils Economic Development Section
(d) Online and Social Media
Information on how to make Submissions/Observations was published on www.louthcoco.ie with a dedicated
email account set up louthcdp@louthcoco.ie
The Council also used Twitter to notify the public of issues relating to the review of the Development Plan.
There were 17 “hits” during the pre-consultation period.
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(e) Overview of Issues Raised During Consultations
On foot of these public consultation meetings the Planning Authority compiled a memorandum of the principal issues
raised by the participants. The issues raised were both local and strategic in nature. Common to all the public
meetings was a healthy engagement and active involvement by all and an obvious interest in the forthcoming
Development Plan. At these meetings the public were advised that any subsequent submissions in relation to the
review of the Development Plan could not concern matters related to zoning and that this was for a later stage in the
process. Additionally, members of the public were advised that some of the issues raised and concerns held did not
fall within the remit of the review of the Development Plan but rather, in some instances, related to the broader
operations of Louth County Council.
Broadly, the issues raised are as follows:

























Reference to Accommodating Persons with Disabilities
Control Zone 6 and Perceived Restrictions on Residential and Commercial Development
Issues Relating to Rural Housing Policy and Local Needs
UNESCO World Heritage Site
Tentative World Heritage Site
Screening of Agricultural Buildings
Transportation and Movement
Roadway at Lis na Dara and implications of same
Greenore Nursing Home
Need/Restrictions on Residential Development in various Settlements throughout the County
Housing Strategy
Population Allocation
Airbnb
Potential Changes to Development Boundaries
Noise Implications and Noise Development Plan
Lack of Placemaking
Development Plan process
Flood Risk
Tourism and Heritage
Town Centres
Climate Change
Natural and Built Heritage
SEA/AA Process
Flooding
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1.3 Zoning Submissions
In accordance with Section 11(2)(bc) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), submissions relating
to the zoning of land cannot be considered at this stage of the process. The purpose of Pre-Draft Stage is to set out
an overall strategy for the proper planning and sustainable development of the County in addition to a broad structure
for the Development Plan and Core Strategy. It is at a later stage in the process that matters of zoning will be
considered in accordance with the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).

1.4 Procedure following Preparation of Chief Executive Report
The Chief Executive’s Report must be prepared not later than 16 weeks after giving notice of the review of the
development plan. The said Report must be submitted to the Members or to a committee of the planning authority, as
may be decided by the members of the authority, for their consideration. This report is being distributed to the
members of Louth County Council on Friday 24th January 2020.
Following consideration of the report, the members of the planning authority or of the committee, as the case may be,
may issue directions to the Chief Executive regarding the preparation of the Draft Plan (Section 11 (4) (d)).
These directions might consist of concerns that Members would like to see addressed or policies or objectives that
Members would like to see incorporated into the Draft Plan.
Any such directions must:


be strategic in nature,



consistent with the draft core strategy,



must take account of the statutory obligations of any local authority in the area and



take account of any relevant policies or objectives for the time being of the Government or of any Minister of
the Government.

Directions by the Members to the Chief Executive must be issued not later than 10 weeks after the submission of the
Chief Executive’s Report. Section 11 (5)(a) of the Act requires that not later than 12 weeks following receipt of any
directions from the members, the Chief Executive shall prepare a Draft Development Plan and submit it to the
Members of the planning authority for their consideration.
The Members then have an eight week period within which to consider the proposed Draft Development Plan and it
shall be deemed to be the Draft Development Plan unless the planning authority by resolution amends the draft plan.
The Chief Executive shall comply with any such directions. In issuing directions, Section 11 (4)(f) of the Act states
that the Members shall be restricted to considering the proper planning and sustainable development of the area to
which the development plan relates.
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1.5 Format of Report
The breakdown of the 244 submissions in terms of the format in which they were received is as per Table One
below:
Table 1: Format of Receipt of Submissions
Total Number of
Submissions Received

Written

E-Mail

244

144

100

A comprehensive list of these submissions is contained in the appendices attached to this Report.
In relation to the format of this report, it is as follows:
Section 1:

Introduction and Context

Section 2:

Analysis and Summary of
opinion and recommendation

Issues

raised

by

Stakeholders

and

Chief

Executive

Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly Submission
Stakeholders Submissions
Section 3:

Analysis and Summary of Issues raised by Topic and Chief Executive opinion and recommendation
Overview of Public Consultation Meetings

Appendices
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Section 2

Analysis and Summary
of Issues Raised by
Stakeholders and
Chief Executive’s Opinion and
Recommendation
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2.0 Submission - Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly
In relation to the Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly submission and in accordance with Section 11 (4)(bc) of
the Act, the Chief Executive’s Report shall:


Summarise the issues raised and recommendations made by the relevant regional assembly



Outline the recommendations of the Chief Executive in relation to the manner in which the issues and
recommendations should be addressed in the draft development plan.

The submission made by the Eastern Midland Regional Assembly shall be dealt with at the outset.
Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly Submission
The submission advises of the finalisation of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy for the Eastern and
Midland Regional Assembly providing the legislative framework within which this submission sits. In addition to
advising consistency between the Louth County Development Plan and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy, key
areas are also specifically identified as requirements in informing the future Louth County Development Plan 20212027 relating to the Growth Strategy and Settlement Strategy.
Regarding the Growth Strategy, the Council is advised of the Growth Enablers for the region which are supported by
Functional Urban Areas within the region and ensuring that the Plan is consistent with Regional Policy Objectives 3.2
and 3.3 aimed at securing compact growth in line with the National Planning Framework.
The Settlement Strategy identified Dundalk and Drogheda as Regional Growth Centres which must be reflected in
the Settlement Hierarchy of the Development Plan. The recognition by the Council of the key designations and key
priority to promote sustainable development and compact growth is welcomed. Regarding the Core Strategy the
Council is advised of specific relevant sections of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy to aid in guiding and
ensuring consistency with the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and particularly with reference to Chapter 4,
its Regional Policy Objectives and Appendices A and B. The preparation of a Local Area Plan for Dundalk and a joint
Local Area Plan for Drogheda with Meath County Council is also highlighted. Priortising the preparation must be
explicitly expressed in the Louth County Development Plan.
Specifically in relation to the Issues Paper prepared, Eastern and Midlands Regional Assembly commends the scope
of the issues covered acknowledging that it provides a robust basis for developing the overall strategy and welcomes
the acknowledgement for alignment with both the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and the National Planning
Framework.
The vision, key principles and Regional Strategic Outcomes of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy should
aid in crafting the Vision for the Louth County Development Plan and it is noted that demonstration of delivery of
these may be linked to future funding sources.
The Settlement Strategy, which forms part of the Core Strategy, provides a framework for development of urban
centres and both Dundalk and Drogheda are identified as Regional Growth Centres at the top of the Settlement
Hierarchy of County Louth. The need for compliance with policies related to compact growth and regeneration is also
highlighted.
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The Council is advised of those sections of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy which specifically deal with
housing in rural areas and housing and regeneration. The need to focus on creating healthy placemaking and all of
the guiding principles in relation to the above will assist in policy formulation of the Louth County Development Plan.
The need to prepare a Housing Needs Demand Assessment is also highlighted.
The submission welcomes the inclusion of a specific section on economic development and employment and
recognises the important position held by the County on the Dublin-Belfast Economic Corridor.
The Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy will help in developing policy within the Louth County Development
Plan in relation to economic development and employment and in this regard attention is brought to the Regional
Growth Centre’s of Dundalk and Drogheda as economic engines for the region and the role of the Dublin-Belfast
Economic Corridor.
The importance of effective planning and development of large centres of population and employment, in addition to
town centre renewal is recognised specifically in relation to Dundalk and Drogheda town centres. Recognition is
given to opportunities for Foreign Direct Investment, clustering and smart specialisation and the development of
smart city programmes to be supported in Dundalk and Drogheda. Coupled with this is the role of 3 rd level institutes
as drivers of economic activity.
The relevant sections of Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy policy in relation to rural places, towns and villages
are outlined and these policies will aid in formulating the Louth County Development Plan.
Smaller towns and the rural economy are an important part of the regions social fabric and in this regard its targeted
policies are relevant in formulating the Louth County Development Plan. Rural places should be promoted for
economic opportunities arising from digital connectivity and indigenous innovation as well as the traditional resource
assets, underpinned by a quality of life offering. The Regional Policy Objectives which support enhancement and
diversification of rural economic development are highlighted.
The County’s high quality transportation infrastructure is recognised and the strategic function of the Dublin-Belfast
Economic Corridor as a driver for regional economic development in the Region is promoted. The Council is
specifically directed to improving and protecting the EU Trans-European Transport Network and its strategic function.
Attention is drawn to Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy guiding principles and Regional Policy Objectives
which provide the basis for the integration of land use and transport planning for both rural and urban areas and
specifically the requirement for the preparation of local transport plans for Dundalk and Drogheda.
The importance of easily accessible community and recreational facilities is recognised which is in keeping with the
principles of healthy placemaking. Policies in Chapter 9 will all support developing the future Louth County
Development Plan.
The general Regional Policy Objectives which support arts, culture and tourism are highlighted whilst the promotion
of Drogheda as an urban tourism destination is recognised. In particular assets highlighted include the Boyne Valley,
Brú na Bóinne in Drogheda and Dundalk’s Port/Harbour area for its economic and tourism development potential.
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The submission welcomes the Council’s commitment to the preparation of the Louth County Development Plan being
undertaken in tandem with Strategic Environmental Assessment / Appropriate Assessment and Strategic Flood Risk
Assessment and advises early engagement with the relevant bodies. Climate Action policies in the Regional Spatial
and Economic Strategy will help assist the LA in developing related policies in the Louth County Development Plan
and the Council is advised of the need for the Louth County Development Plan to assess its impact on carbon
reduction targets. Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly is identifying a method to qualify the greenhouse gas
impacts on spatial planning policy by 2020 and this may inform the preparation of development plans.
The delivery of services and infrastructure is required to support future sustainable development and to this end
information contained in the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy will assist in formulating such policies. The
importance of delivering infrastructure is vital to continued growth, supporting businesses and enhancing
communities. The Regional Policy Objectives in relation to both services and infrastructure is provided for in the Plan.
Good heritage management must be incorporated into spatial planning to promote heritage led urban regeneration in
historic towns. The role that the natural and built heritage plays in economic development is also acknowledged.
The Regional Policy Objectives will assist in preparing the Louth County Development Plan. It is also recommended
that the Collaborative Town Centre Health Check which was done for Dundalk be extended to other towns.
Finally it is recommended that the information contained in the Plan is clear and accessible for users.

Chief Executives Opinion on Issues Raised:
The finalisation and adoption of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy by the Eastern and Midland Regional
Authority and its guidance in relation to both the Growth and Settlement Strategies is welcomed by the Council and is
timely in terms of the drafting of the Louth County Development Plan.
The Draft Plan will be cognisant of and guided by the Growth Strategy of the Regional Spatial and Economic
Strategy and particularly with achieving compact urban development targets of 30% in urban areas through renewal
and regeneration of Brownfield and Infill sites.
The Draft Plan will consider and be guided by the Regional Strategic Objectives in formulating and developing a
clear, relevant and robust Vision for the County acknowledging the two Regional Growth Centres of Dundalk and
Drogheda and in recognition of the importance of the Dublin-Belfast Economic Corridor.
The Core and Settlement Strategies of the Draft Plan recognising both Dundalk and Drogheda as Regional Growth
Centres will be prepared in the context of legislation, national guidance and in accordance with the policy objectives
of the National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy to ensure that towns grow at a
sustainable and appropriate level, by setting out a rationale for lands proposed to be zoned for residential, economic
and mixed uses and having regard to identified Brownfield/Infill targets.
The Draft Plan will continue to support sustainable rural development. In accordance with the National Planning
Framework and the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy the Draft Plan will undertake a Housing Needs Demand
Assessment to provide a robust common evidence base to inform housing and land use zoning policies and support
the preparation of the Draft Plan and Housing Strategy.
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Economic development within the County is a strategic objective of the Council. The Draft Plan will continue to
enable and support sustainable, competitive economic growth, enterprise development, job creation and attract
appropriate investment in acknowledgement and support of this goal. The importance of opportunities for Foreign
Direct Investment, smart specialisation etc will be reflected in Draft Plan policy as will recognition of the importance of
the 3rd level institutions as drivers of economic activity.
To ensure compliance with the policies and objectives of the National Planning Framework and the Regional Spatial
and Economic Strategy, to realise the role of Dundalk and Drogheda as Regional Growth Centres and in the interest
of the proper planning and sustainable development of the County, the Council is incorporating (for the first time)
both Dundalk and Drogheda into the Draft County Development Plan, principally in the Core and Settlement
Strategies and by including two respective Zoning Maps with accompanying broad policies and objectives which will
allow for the development and growth of the two towns, each with a target population (not capped) of 50,000 by
2031.
The Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy in its Settlement Hierarchy identifies Dundalk and Drogheda as
Regional Growth Centres in County Louth. The remaining towns, villages and rural areas are designated by the
Development Plan (Self Sustaining Growth Towns, Self Sustaining Towns, Towns, Villages and Rural). The growth of
Louth’s towns, villages and rural area will be to a scale appropriate to their role/function as set out in the Settlement
Hierarchy and Core Strategy. The Draft Plan will continue to recognise the importance that small towns, villages and
rural areas contribute to social and economic well being and will seek to protect, support and diversify rural
economies.
Louth County Council recognises the County’s strategic location and high quality transportation corridor as a driver
for regional economic development. It acknowledges the interdependence between transport and land use planning
and will promote sustainable settlement and transport strategies for urban and rural areas including the promotion of
measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
It will support and encourage sustainable and compact forms of development which seek to reduce the need to travel
for employment and services. Development will be directed to areas served by public transport to ensure the critical
mass of population is achieved to maximize the return on public transport investment. In drafting the Plan the Council
will prepare Local Transport Plans for Dundalk and Drogheda.
The importance of healthy placemaking, social inclusion, services and facilities including access to education, health
services, arts and culture etc are recognised by the Council and will guided by the Regional Spatial and Economic
Strategy inform policy and objectives of the Draft Plan.
The Draft Plan and subsequent Local Area Plans (and Joint Local Area Plan) in accordance with the Regional Policy
Objectives of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy will support culture, arts and tourism in the County as a
whole and in the towns of Dundalk and Drogheda as Regional Growth Centres.
The preparation of the Draft Plan is being undertaken in tandem with Strategic Environmental Assessment /
Appropriate Assessment and Strategic Flood Risk Assessment and will be informed by and compliant with national,
EU and international law including environmental directives and Strategic Flood Risk Assessment.
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The Climate Change Adaptation Strategy will inform policies and objectives of the Draft Plan in terms of sustainable
development, travel patterns, energy use and the provision of green infrastructure. Any future methodologies
identified by Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly during the drafting of the Plan will be welcomed.
The Draft Plan will continue to recognise the importance of the natural and built heritage and include policies to
ensure its continued protection and conservation.
The Collaborative Town Centre Health Check is strongly supported by the Regional Policy Objectives of the Regional
Spatial and Economic Strategy in relation to Town Centre’s. Louth County Council has worked in close collaboration
with the Heritage Council for the Dundalk Collaborative Town Centre Health Check and has been nominated for an
award by the Irish Planning Institute.
The Draft Plan in its delivery will be comprehensive, informative, clear and accessible for all users.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
The Council welcomes the submission from the Eastern Midland and Regional Assembly and will continue to liaise
with the Assembly. The preparation of the Draft Plan will be consistent with the Regional Spatial and Economic
Strategy.

2.1 Department of Education and Skills
The need for development plans to be consistent with the National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and
Economic Strategy is noted as is the fact that population projections will impact on the preparation of new plans. With
the allocated population growth attributed to Dundalk and Drogheda (each to grow to 50,000) there is a requirement
for additional primary and post primary schools. Hence future engagement between the Council and the Department
of Education and Skills must take account of short and long term population projections as per the Regional Spatial
and Economic Strategy. The collaboration between the Department of Education and Skills and Council will continue
in terms of both new and expanding schools and it is essential that the Council ensure there is adequate land zoned
for this purpose. It is suggested that the Department of Education and Skills meets with the Council during the next
stage of the process.

Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
The Draft Plan will set out a strategy that will support the provision of additional primary and post primary schools in
the County as identified by the Department of Education and Skills.
There is a Memorandum of Understanding between Local Authorities, the Department of Housing, Planning, and
Local Government and the Department of Education and Skills on the acquisition of sites for new schools.
The Council will continue to engage with the Department of Education and Skills in identifying potential locations for
future school sites as part of the Development Plan preparation process.
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Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
To ensure there are sufficient lands zoned for the development of new and expansion of existing primary and post
primary schools in the County and to include policies supporting the progression of these projects in association with
the Department of Education and Skills.

2.2 Health and Safety Authority
The document “Policy and Approach of the Health and Safety Authority to Control of Major Accident Hazards Riskbased Land-Use Planning” outlines the approach of the HSA to land use planning and reference should include for:


Policy in relation to major accident hazard sites as per the regulations



The consultation distances and generic advice and these to be indicated on maps in the plan in addition to
specific distances and advice given.



Policy on the siting of new major hazard establishments including development in the vicinity of such
establishments as per Article 13 and HSA policy



There is 1 Control of Major Accident Hazards establishment in Louth and this is at Cooley Distillery.

Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
The Draft Plan will include a section referring to the Control of Major Accident Hazards Directive (SEVESO II
Directive) which will include the information set out by the Health and Safety Authority in their submission.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
To include specific policies referring to the Control of Major Accident Hazards Directive (SEVESO II Directive).

2.3 Northern and Western Regional Assembly
The opportunity to engage is welcomed and timely. The reach and significance of the Regional Growth Centre’s of
Dundalk and Drogheda is acknowledged in terms of economic, social and environmental well-being of the region.
The designation of identified towns in both Monaghan and Cavan is highlighted. In preparing the Draft Plan it is
requested that opportunities to link and provide services to communities in Monaghan and Cavan are considered
across a variety of sectors and networks including tourism and amenity projects in Irelands Ancient East, Greenways
and walking routes. The existing linkages between Cavan, Monaghan and Louth are also recognised.
Critical enabling infrastructure namely the route linking the north-west and the east coast is a priority in Ireland 2040
and a regional objective in the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy of the Northern and Western Regional
Assembly. It should be afforded prominence in the Louth County Development Plan as Key Infrastructure Projects as
should the East-West Dundalk to Sligo Road.

16 | P a g e

Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
Policies to be included in the Draft Plan will recognise and capitalise on opportunities to link and provide services in
adjacent counties across a variety of sectors including transport, greenways, amenities, tourism, infrastructure etc.
Policies relating to the provision of critical infrastructure will also feature, particularly in relation to the route linking the
north-west and the east coast. Louth County Council is currently in the process of preparing Variation No. 2 of the
Louth County Development Plan for the upgrade of the N2 from Ardee to Castleblaney. Policy will continue to feature
in the Draft Plan seeking to progress the construction of the Dundalk to Cavan section of the East-West Link Road in
partnership with Cavan County Council, Monaghan County Council and Transport Infrastructure Ireland.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
Policies will be included in the Draft Plan which support the provision of services on a cross county basis in a variety
of sectors but particularly with reference to tourism, greenways, infrastructure and transport. Specific polices
supporting the East-West Dundalk to Sligo Road and the upgrade of the N2 (as applicable to Louth) will also be
included.

2.4 National Transport Authority
The Louth County Development Plan should be guided by and include land use policies/objectives which support
consolidation of urban generated development in existing urban areas complimented by integrated land use and
transport planning. The guiding principles include:


Urban generated development, prioritising development in/contiguous with existing urban areas over less
accessible locations



Sequential residential development in urban areas, to prioritise lands most accessible by walking, cycling
and public transport and Brownfield sites



Offices and retail uses should be in central locations of urban areas



Central locations in towns should be permeable for walking, cycling and public transport and hence ensure
delivery of town centres that are attractive, vibrant, safe to work live and shop



Maximise population living close to services etc to maximise walking, cycling and public transport



New developments should be permeable for walking and cycling and provide for filtered permeability restrict
private car through trips and established areas should be retrospectively fitted to improve walking and cycling



Density and location of employment development should maximise walking and cycling



Trip destinations should be located to maximise potential to be accessed by walking, cycling and public
transport



Maintain strategic transport function of roads as per national policy



Non residential development should be subject to maximum parking standards



Where the highest density of development occurs, car parking on an area wide basis should be capped



Condition travel plans in major employment and school developments and carry out as per National
Transport Authority guidance
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The submission outlines its obligations in terms of public transport service provision in County Louth.
The need for better connectivity between rural areas and towns/cities to support the rural economy and rural social
fabric is recognised. Urban generated development should be accommodated in urban areas and managed in rural
areas to safeguard their integrity. The rural transport services of the National Transport Authority and their social
function are outlined. The Louth County Development Plan should acknowledge the role of rural transport services in
providing social and economic connectivity between villages, rural areas and larger towns.
Improvements to the strategic road network are recognised and the importance of its maintenance, improvement and
protection as per the National Planning Framework is highlighted. To protect the strategic transport function of
national roads, it is recommended that development objectives in the Louth County Development Plan are in
accordance with the Spatial Planning and National Road Guidelines 2012 and this document is referenced.
To further support this attention is drawn to specific National Policy Objectives and National Strategic Outcomes of
the National Planning Framework.
Concerning car parking, the submission states that for non residential development, car parking should be stated as
maximum standards rather than minimum requirements. In relation to cycle parking, at trip origins and destinations
should have adequate facilities provided and thus the Louth County Development Plan should have specific policies
on cycle parking in both public realm and private developments. The National Transport Authority provides a suite of
documents that should guide the preparation of the Louth County Development Plan.

Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
The underlying themes of the Draft Plan relating to the growth of settlements, connectivity between places, and the
provision of sustainable transport will be consistent with national and regional policy set out in the National Planning
Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy.
Future population and economic growth will be concentrated in the Regional Growth Centres of Dundalk and
Drogheda. There will be an emphasis on consolidated, compact growth with a particular focus on urban regeneration,
redevelopment of under-utilised infill and Brownfield lands. Policies supporting improvements to and investment in
bus and rail transport in addition to ongoing investment in walking and cycling infrastructure that will provide an
alternative to the car as the primary mode of transport will be included.
In recognition of the need to continue to improve rural transport in the County the Draft Plan will include policies
supporting improvements to the Rural Transport Programme which is co-ordinated by the National Transport
Authority.
With regard to car parking the Draft Plan will be consistent with the Guiding Principles for the Integration of Land Use
and Transport in the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy whereby proposals for non-residential developments
will be based on maximum standards.
Policies in the Draft Plan relating to national roads and motorways will have regard to the Spatial Planning and
National Road Guidelines.
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Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
To include policies that support improvements in connectivity and permeability between places and increased
opportunities for more sustainable forms of transport including walking, cycling, and public transport. There will be an
emphasis on the creation of more compact settlements through the consolidation of development in established
urban areas and the regeneration of under-utilised Infill and Brownfield lands.

2.5 Irish Water
The submission presents a table relating to wastewater capacity in the Louth’s settlements and advises that prior to
the completion of the Core Strategy that the Commission for Regulation of Utilities will have approved the next
Capital Infrastructure Programme funding and it is at that stage when Irish Water will be best placed to discuss
capacity going forward. Relating to water infrastructure, Irish Water explains the current situation and advises that the
National Water Resources Plan are assessing options in the 25 year plan to address the water need of the County.
New text including suggested policies and objectives is proposed.

Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
The Council welcomes the suggested text and policy objectives by Irish Water. The Plan will include a specific
chapter dealing with Water Services where this information will be included. There will be ongoing consultation with
Irish Water through each stage of the plan preparation process.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
Policies will be included in the Draft Plan supporting co-operation with Irish Water in identifying, prioritising and
progressing the provision of high quality water and wastewater infrastructure to serve the needs of the County in
accordance with the Council’s Core and Settlement Strategies.

2.6 Office of Public Works
The submission notes that Louth County Council intends to consider how best to manage pressure for development
in areas at risk of flooding and its commitment to undertake a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment. Zoning in lands at
risk of flooding must be subject to the “Planning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines” (2009) and
Circular PL 2/2014 with an appropriate justification test provided as appropriate.

Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
A Strategic Flood Risk Assessment will be carried out and published alongside the Draft Plan which shall be
prepared in accordance with the requirements of ‘The Planning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines’. In
addition there will be a specific section in the Plan referring to flooding and surface water management.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
To prepare a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, in accordance with the requirements of ‘The Planning System and
Flood Risk Management Guidelines’.
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2.7 Office of the Planning Regulator
The legislative requirements of the Office of the Planning Regulator are provided in terms of evaluating and
assessing development plans in the context of certain statutory requirements. Broad pointers are provided to help
formulate the Draft Plan.
Core Strategy formulation is paramount and the National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic
Strategy are key determinants in this regard including identification of Dundalk and Drogheda as Regional Growth
Centre’s (population of 50,000 by 2031) on the Dublin Belfast Corridor where compact urban development must be
achieved with 30% of all new homes in the urban area on Infill/Brownfield sites. The submission notes an apparent
mis-match between zoned lands and required lands on the basis of need and in considering extant permissions.
The Core Strategy should identify key locations and opportunity sites (capable in physical and social terms) that can
be delivered over the plan period to support the national and regional planning policy objectives. Quantification of
need for housing lands must be considered in conjunction with known and anticipated patterns of delivery and the
achievement of Brownfield/Infill targets.
A Joint Local Area Plan for Drogheda between Louth County Council and Meath County Council is required and
planning authorities must have regard to development plans, and co-ordinate with objectives of adjoining planning
authorities (where appropriate/feasible). Engagement between Meath County Council and Louth County Council
must be illustrated at the next stage of the plan review. The Louth County Development Plan review must precede
that of the Dundalk and Drogheda plans. As these plans are outdated, strategic objectives should be included in the
Louth County Development Plan to provide a current planning framework for their future development.
Policies and objectives to secure the potential of the Dundalk-Drogheda-Newry in accordance with National Policy
Objectives and Regional Policy Objectives are key in planning for economic development in the County.
The Guiding Principles for integration of Land Use and Transport under the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy
should inform the plan as per the relevant Regional Policy Objectives. This is essential in meeting the objective of
10(2)(n) of the Act.
Strategies for the prioritisation of water/wastewater infrastructure provision should be based on the growth strategy
objectives of the National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (renewal/consolidation
of underutilised urban lands). Alignment between planning and infrastructure of plans at local level may be supported
by capital investment.
Transition to low carbon economy and reduction of carbon emissions must be addressed in the draft plan. Guidelines
are forthcoming which will help Local Authorities in terms of its requirement under Section 10(2)(n) of the Act. In its
evaluation of the development plan the Office of the Planning Regulator must address matters within the scope of
Section 10(2)(n). Therefore the development plan should provide clarity in its measures especially in terms of future
Local Area Plans.
Promotion of renewable energy sources in accordance with guidelines is critical to ensure we meet our national
targets.
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Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
In accordance with the Settlement Strategy and Policy Objectives of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and
designation of Dundalk and Drogheda as Regional Growth Centres, a Local Area Plan and Joint Local Area Plan
(with Meath County Council) will be prepared respectively. As the current plans for Dundalk and Drogheda are
outdated and in light of the sequence of plan preparation, the Council will in the Draft Plan provide for Strategic
Objectives and Zoning Provisions for the two Regional Growth Centres in order to provide a current, realistic and
relevant planning framework for future development and in the context of the National and Regional Plans.
The focal point for economic investment and employment creation in the Draft Plan will be Dundalk and Drogheda,
whose locational advantage on the Dublin-Belfast Economic Corridor in addition to opportunities to further develop
cross border links with Newry will be highlighted.
Dealing with climate change will be a cross-cutting theme of the Draft Plan and will include policies supporting
compact growth, urban regeneration, integrated land use and transportation strategies, energy conservation, and the
development of renewable energy projects.
It is anticipated that the updated Development Plan Guidelines will provide guidance as to the level of detail and
information required to demonstrate compliance with section 10(2)(n) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as
amended).

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
The Draft Plan will include policies for the preparation of a Local Area Plan for Dundalk and a Joint Local Area Plan
for Drogheda with Meath County Council. A Zoning Map for each of the two Regional Growth Centres in addition to
broad policies and objectives to frame their future development will be included. Policies of the Draft Plan will support
and promote economic investment and employment creation including the Dublin-Belfast Economic Corridor which is
identified as a growth enabler in the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy. The importance of Climate Change as
recognised in the National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy will be reflected in
consistent policies that integrate climate action at a local level.

2.8 Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment:
Geological Survey
Everything listed in the Geological Heritage Audit (2013) should be in the Louth County Development Plan. Cooley
and Clogherhead’s geology play an important role in the geological story of Louth and should be part of the county’s
cultural and educational development. The datasets on the Geological Survey Map Viewer are available for input into
the Draft Plan.
In relation to building and the production of renewable energy resources, the use of local minerals promotes
sustainable development. It is recommended that Geothermal potential is referenced in the Louth County
Development Plan and advises that the data available be used.
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Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
The Geological Heritage Audit for Louth published in 2013 is a useful summary of the most important Geological
Sites in the County. As requested, a list of the Sites of Geological Interest will be included in the Heritage chapter of
the Plan. The Map Viewer is an excellent resource that provides a broad range of data relating to geological features
including groundwater vulnerability and flooding, coastal vulnerability, and landslide vulnerability. This information will
be useful data set in the preparation of the Draft Plan.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
To include a list of sites of Geological Interest in the Draft Plan.

2.9 Drogheda Port Company
A draft Masterplan for the port is to be prepared in early 2020. Its importance as a piece of transport infrastructure at
local, regional and national level and as a source of employment is highlighted. Its policy context at National Planning
Framework, Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and Louth County Development Plan level is outlined. The
National Ports Policy 2013 and its relevance to Drogheda Port is referenced.
The National Marine Planning Framework-Consultation Draft which identifies how we want to use, protect and enjoy
our seas is acknowledged with specific reference to Ports, Harbours and Shipping with associated objectives
including safeguarding the operation of ports and recognising increases in marine employment should be supported.
It likewise acknowledges the importance of Drogheda Port and as ports are key facilitators and enablers of economic
development, their strategic development is supported in both the NPP and the National Development Plan.
The port has a vital role to play as a source of local employment and as a vital transport link for other economic
activities e.g. agriculture which is particularly important in today’s changing economic climate.
Requests that the importance of the port is directly referenced with regard to economic development, employment,
transport provision and international trade and that specific policies and objectives be included in the Louth County
Development Plan supporting the preparation of a Masterplan and facilitating the development of the port and
associated activities.

Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
Louth County Council as a shareholder of Drogheda Port has to date made submissions to both the Drogheda Port
Masterplan 2020-2050 and the Scoping for Strategic Environmental Assessment of the Masterplan fully supporting
the existing operations and future expansion of the Port as set out and in accordance with the various extant
planning policy documents.
The Draft Plan and the subsequent Joint Local Area Plan, informed by the importance of the Port from the
perspective of economic development, employment, transport provision and international trade, will formulate policy
supporting the preparation of a Masterplan and facilitating the development of the Port and associated activities.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
Policies supporting the preparation of a Masterplan and facilitating development of the port and associated activities
in accordance with relevant legislation will be included in the Draft Plan.
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2.10 Transport Infrastructure Ireland
The submission presents an overview of the Trans-European Transport Networks and the Regulations. The M1 is
part of the Trans-European Transport Core Network whilst the N2 and N33 are part of the Trans-European Transport
Comprehensive Network. These designations have repercussions on policies and objectives which need to be
considered in the new Louth County Development Plan. Additionally the N51, N52 and N53 provide regional and
inter-regional connectivity. The importance of the Dublin-Belfast Economic Corridor is recognised and reflected in the
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy (RPO 8.11) to safeguard and improve accessibility and service by road. The
importance of these strategic roads is recognised in access they provide to regional, national and international
markets through ports and airports. Policies and objectives must allow the national road network to continue to
perform its strategic role catering for inter urban and inter regional transport, serve economic competitiveness and
regional accessibility. Transport Infrastructure Ireland requests that these provisions are reflected in the Plan.
Development and Core Strategy:
Transport Infrastructure Ireland requests that implications on the national road network of land use planning in
determining future land use zonings inform the Draft Plan and Core Strategy. Any local transport function of national
roads in such areas is secondary to the strategic importance of the national roads. Transport Infrastructure Ireland
supports concentrated development in urban areas framed within an integrated land use and transportation strategy.
The Council should consider a review of the location of industry, employment etc. to prepare an integrated land use
pattern.
Where major development is proposed in urban areas or areas adjoining national roads/junctions the Plan should
ensure the road can continue to perform its function by:


Protect undeveloped land adjoining national roads and junctions from development for capacity
enhancements



Ensure capacity enhancements/management measures are put in place to facilitate new development

 Improve operational efficiency of regional and local roads and transportation infrastructure.
It advises that additional costs to accommodate local development will be borne by the local authority. The
requirement for a Local Area Plan and a Joint Local Area Plan for Dundalk and Drogheda is noted in addition to the
need for a transport strategy and retail strategy in relation to Dundalk. Transport Infrastructure Ireland welcome early
consultation with Louth County Council.
Development at National Road Junctions: Attention is needed in the assessment and management of zoning
locations at or close to junctions on the national road network where it could generate additional traffic and thus
compromise the capacity and efficiency of the national road leading to premature reduction in the level of service to
road users.
Regard should be had to the Retail Planning Guidelines for locating developments with many trips within the
established towns. Development proposals at junctions and interchanges must be considered having regard to
Section 2.7 of the 2012 Guidelines.
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Traffic and Transport Assessments are not a substitute for a prior overall transport assessment of areas where the
Planning Authority is determining fundamental issues of land use and transportation. There is a need to review policy
EDE 12 (Dundalk and Drogheda) including the preparation of an appropriate evidence based analysis. It is
recommended that an Area Based Transport Assessment or a Strategic Transport Assessment is done to support
the preparation of the Draft Louth County Development Plan particularly where there is planned development which
has an interface with the national road.
The need for a Local Transport Plan for Dundalk and Drogheda is noted and Transport Infrastructure Ireland would
welcome consultation in this regard.
Access to National Roads: As per the 2012 Guidelines, Plans should clarify that it is policy to avoid additional access
points from new development or increased traffic from existing accesses to national roads where the speed limits
great than 50kph apply. A policy to this effect is requested in the Plan. There is also a requirement to co-ordinate
zonings with speed limits on national roads.
Exceptional Circumstances: Exceptions onto national roads must be plan led in consultation with Transport
Infrastructure Ireland and the 2012 Guidelines. Planned SID infrastructure should also be considered with an
evidence base developed to support same.
Transport Planning and National Roads Scheme
Details of developing road schemes and improvements need to be included in the Plan. Both the N2 Ardee to
Castleblaney and the N2 Ardee by-pass are in the National Development Plan. Local improvements to national roads
may be included in the plan. To be included in the plan are:


Objectives for development of relevant national road schemes



Policies to protect routes of national road schemes free from adverse development that might compromise
development of route options or construction of preferred routes or add to the overall costs of delivery

Other specific policies and objectives
Road Safety: The RSA’s Road Safety Strategy builds on existing interventions but reframes the way road safety is
viewed. The design of development proposals must address functionality and safety of road needs and the 2
processes which do so are the Roads Safety Impact Assessment and Road Safety Audit.
Traffic and Transport Assessment: Significant development proposals should be accompanied by a Traffic and
Transport Assessment and assessed with their accumulative impact with other developments on the road network.
Guidelines are available in this regard. The Traffic and Transport Assessment Guidelines are to be referenced in the
draft Plan for proposals with implications on national roads.
Service Areas: The relevant section of the 2012 guidelines and requirements of same are presented in addition to
Transport Infrastructure Ireland Policy on Service Areas 2014 and requests that the provisions of both are reflected in
the Draft Louth County Development Plan.
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Signage: Attention is drawn to the Transport Infrastructure Ireland document on Tourist and Leisure Signage (2011)
outlining policy on tourist and leisure signage in addition to the 2012 guidelines which seeks to control non road
traffic signage on/near national roads.
Noise: Requests the Environmental Noise Regulations S.I. No. 140 of 2006 is referenced in the Draft Louth County
Development Plan and that development proposals identify and implement noise mitigation measures where needed.

Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
The Council acknowledges the importance of the national road network in providing connectivity between population
centres and the main centres of employment and the key ports and airports which are the main points of entry and
exit to the country. Policies to safeguard the capacity of national routes that will allow them to continue to perform
their strategic role will be included in the Draft Plan.
With regard to the location of future employment and residential areas, the Draft Plan will be in accordance with
national and regional policy whereby future growth and development will be primarily concentrated in the Regional
Growth Centres of Dundalk and Drogheda. Development in these centres will be directed towards centrally located
areas that will support the creation of consolidated and compact settlements.
The Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy includes Guiding Principles for the Integration of Land Use and
Transport Planning. These principles will be applied as part of the preparation of the Draft Plan
Any policies in the Plan relating to motorway interchanges will have regard to the Spatial Planning and National
Roads, Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2012).
With regard to developments that would generate significant volumes of traffic the Draft Plan will include a policy
requiring the preparation of a Traffic and Transport Assessment with such applications which would allow a detailed
analysis of the potential impact of the development on the local road network.
The Draft Plan will also include reference to service areas, signage, and noise as required by the Spatial Planning
and National Roads, Guidelines for Planning Authorities.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
To include policies that provide for the protection, maintenance, and upgrades to the national road network that have
regard to national and regional policy and guidance and to support sustainable transport and improvements in
connectivity and permeability.

2.11 Eirgrid
The submission outlines Eirgrid’s involvement in Project Ireland 2040 and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy
and requests the Louth County Development Plan is consistent with such plans, policies or strategies which relate to
the proper planning and sustainable development of the area. The submission details the function of Eirgrid and
notes the Border region has significant renewable energy resources with an excess of generation in the area.
Demand in the region is expected to grow to 2025 and beyond. The major project in the region is the North South
Interconnector between Turleenan and Woodland substations.
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The grids importance to the economy and society alongside policies and objectives supporting a safe and reliable
electricity supply must be highlighted in the draft plan. This will aid Eirgrid in the successful implementation of its
“Grid Development Strategy – Your Grid, Your Tomorrow” which is imperative to meeting climate change targets,
electricity generation etc. The policies in the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy are robust and might be
considered for inclusion in the draft plan.
The Draft should be explicit in how government policy documents inform the Draft Plan in its policies and objectives
and how they have been considered in an integrated way to inform plan policy. The White Paper on Energy titled
‘Irelands Transition to a Low Carbon Energy Future 2015-2030’ should inform policies for energy. It recognises the
importance of upgrading the grid to meet long term objectives and has regard to EU policy that promotes low carbon
economies.
The Climate Action Plan 2019 sets out a roadmap to achieve zero carbon energy by 2050. Herein, the government
aims that 70% of Ireland’s electricity will be generated from renewables by 2030. Demand for electricity is to double
in the next decade and to meet the 70% target requires significant progress in renewable electricity deployment (off
shore, on shore and solar), requiring substantial new infrastructure including grid infrastructure.
Robust policies in the Draft Plan for planning the national grid infrastructure and its prioritisation to deliver national,
regional and local benefit. The importance of the grid should be acknowledged as a strategic issue with increased
spatial focus to ensure development is directed to spatially suitable locations.

Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
The Council recognises the importance of a secure and reliable electricity transmission network in supporting and
facilitating population growth and economic investment.
As recommended in the submission, the Draft Plan will include policies that are informed by national and regional
energy policy as set out in the National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy along with
government policy documents including the Energy White Paper and the Climate Action Plan. In addition guiding
principles for new transmission infrastructure will also be provided.
It is acknowledged that the national target of generating 70% of electricity from renewables by 2030 will require
significant investment in renewable energy infrastructure. This Plan will support the development of renewable
energy projects and associated infrastructure at suitable locations in the County that accord with planning and
environmental criteria and will assist in achieving these targets.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
Policies will be included in the Draft Plan which support and facilitate statutory and other providers in the provision of
a safe, secure and reliable supply of electricity to ensure adequate power capacity for existing and future needs of
the county. Policy will also encourage the production of energy from renewable sources, subject to normal proper
planning considerations, including in particular, the potential impact on areas of environmental or landscape
sensitivity and Natura 2000 sites.
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2.12

Environmental Protection Agency

This submission provides context for the Environmental Protection Agency within the Strategic Environmental
Assessment process and recommends its guidance document be taken into account in preparing plans. Specific
comments are as follows:
Adequate and appropriate critical service infrastructure should be/be required to be in place to service development.
The Plan should align with national commitments on climate change mitigation and adaptation as per the Climate
Action Plan and incorporate relevant recommendations.
The Plan should support compact growth and better integration of transport and land use planning. In terms of
context, there should be a link to Sustainable Development Goals which would frame the Plan in the context of the
wider sustainable development agenda. The Council should protect non-designated aspects of biodiversity ensuring
appropriate control/management of invasive species which can be aided by using available mapping. Consideration
of the latest environment report “Irelands Environment 2016” should be considered as relevant and appropriate to the
Plan. The importance of community engagement is highlighted in preparing the plan. Advice on various guidance and
resources available to the local authority including inter alia its own website and Environmental Sensitivity Mapping is
provided.

Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
The Council welcomes the reference documents and guidance provided in the submission with regard to the
information to be included in the Environmental Reports. The GIS web tools developed by the Environmental
Protection Agency and the National Parks and Wildlife Service are a useful data set that will be used to inform the
Environmental Reports.
The Draft Plan will be closely aligned with national and regional policy relating to climate action, compact growth and
the protection of habitats and biodiversity.
The suggestion to include Sustainable Development Goals in the Plan is welcomed. This would demonstrate the
alignment of the Draft Plan with the National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy,
which include a reference to the UN Sustainable Development Goals.
The importance of community engagement and public participation is acknowledged by the Council. During each
stage of the process the Council will generate discussion and engagement with stakeholders and members of the
local communities through advertisements in the local press and social media.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
To include policies that align the Plan with national and regional policy with regard to climate action, biodiversity,
compact growth, and the protection of habitats.
Where a policy alignment is identified between the Draft Plan and the ‘UN Sustainable Development Goals’ as set
out in the National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy a reference to these
Sustainable Development Goals will be made.
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2.13 Coillte
Coillte outlines its various roles which includes for contributing to reducing greenhouse gas emissions, enhancing
Ireland’s energy security and contributing to a post carbon and climate resilient economy. It is anticipated that the
forest industry will double in the next 10 years with Coillte at the core. It is one of the biggest developers of
renewable energy and has been involved in tourism based development. The submission highlights key asks in
preparing the Draft Plan:
Recognise and react to the urgency of climate change. The Climate Action Plan provides a roadmap requiring 70%
of all electricity to come from renewable energy sources by 2030 which is hugely ambitious and challenging.
The need to decarbonise the energy sector is identified in the Climate Action Plan, National Planning Framework and
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and Coillte believes there should be a Renewable Energy Strategy for the
Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly region. Notwithstanding this each Local Authority should incorporate a
Renewable Energy Strategy into the development plan with close engagement with adjoining authorities and
authorities in Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly. This Renewable Energy Strategy for the county should be
based on Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland Methodology for Local Authority Renewable Energy Strategy’s and
led by the planning profession. Changes in technology are noted particularly in relation to turbines as are the
imminent publication of wind guidelines.
Work in partnership with other government agencies, public etc to achieve these goals. Coillte is investigating how
local communities can benefit further from wind farms in their locality. This commitment to local communities can also
be witnessed in facilitating recreation and leisure facilities. It would like to work with Louth County Council in
developing forest based recreational activities and tourism facilities
Continue to support sustainable rural based enterprises such as forestry and promote where possible timber
products in construction.

Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
The Council acknowledges the role of Coillte in managing forests and developing renewable energy projects in
addition to facilitating tourism projects such as Center Parcs in County Longford.
The Council recognises the value of a Renewable Energy Strategy in setting out a roadmap for the development of
renewable energy in the County. A policy will be included in the Draft Plan supporting the preparation of this Strategy
during the life of the Plan.
The identification of any Strategic Energy Zones by Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly as per objective 7.35 in
the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy will inform the Renewable Energy Strategy at a County level. Pending
the preparation of the Renewable Energy Strategy there will be a specific section in the Plan that sets out the policy
requirements for Renewable Energy projects in the County.
The Plan will continue its support for rural based enterprises including forestry.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
Policy will be included in the Draft Plan to produce a Local Authority Renewable Energy Strategy for the County
during the lifetime of the development plan and in accordance with Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland guidance
and relevant legislation. The Draft Plan will support forestry to develop a competitive and sustainable sector which is
economically, socially and environmentally beneficial through appropriate policy formulation.
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2.14 Fáilte Ireland
The Plan must recognise tourism as an important and indigenous sector in the county where cross-sectoral and
integrated planning policies are acknowledged. Louth needs to recognise tourism as a key economic driver for job
creation and it should be a standalone chapter in the Plan with tourism features mapped and identified in addition to
key tourism nodes, transport links, strategic tourism centres, sensitive environments etc. There is a need for
proactive planning policies for provision of supporting infrastructure e.g. car parks, toilets etc., the provision of
sustainable transport between sites and the need for policies to support investment to ensure resilience of water
supply and waste water treatment. The submission also considers specific challenges outlined in the Issues Paper
and these include for the following:
Towns as tourism destinations require sufficient overnight accommodation, day time attractions and night time
economy. Drogheda, Dundalk and Carlingford all have huge potential with the abundance of heritage and cultural
assets. The “Development Guidelines for Tourism Destination Towns” sets out the key drivers for what makes a town
appealing.
The importance of transport and sustainable transport including greenways and cycling is recognised and helpful
pointers in this regard are provided. Specific reference is made to the Boyne Greenway and Navigation.
Louth’s key tourist assets include the globally renowned Boyne Valley, authentic local food story, geographic
diversity, strategic location and numerous festivals. Shortfall in accommodation is a constraint to development and
the plan needs robust policy to support its provision. Experiential tourism is vital to attract and keep visitors. In terms
of the UNESCO sites, a Boyne Valley Masterplan was prepared and provides a roadmap for experience
enhancement across all sites and includes the objective to develop a density of compelling visitor experiences. The
growth strategy and the requirement for compact growth as per the National Planning Framework and Regional
Spatial and Economic Strategy is welcomed. Tourism services and facilities should be within established settlements.
The importance of the relationship between tourism and heritage is recognised including the adaptive reuse of
buildings in towns and villages.

Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
The Council recognises the importance of tourism in supporting jobs and generating revenue in the local economy.
The marketing strategy for the County, by Fáilte Ireland, under the ‘Boyne Valley’ and ‘Ireland’s Ancient East’ brands
have been successful in raising the profile of the County as a tourist destination. In addition, recent festivals in the
County including Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann and the Púca Halloween Festival generated additional visitors and
revenue.
By continuing the close working relationship between the Council and various stakeholders and businesses in the
County including Fáilte Ireland, there will be opportunities to continue to develop the tourism. This will be recognised
in the Draft Plan through the inclusion of policies promoting and supporting additional tourist infrastructure and
services.
To facilitate an increase in visitor numbers, the Plan will support the provision of additional accommodation in
appropriate locations that would not unduly impact on the local environment.

29 | P a g e

The Council welcomes the link made between town and village enhancements and the attractiveness of an area to
visitors. This Plan will continue to support improvements to the public realm that will make the towns and villages in
the County attractive locations to live and visit. The consolidation of tourist services in established settlements will
also support the vibrancy of local settlements.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
To include policies that support the implementation of the tourism strategy for the Boyne Valley and the provision of
tourist facilities and infrastructure in the County.

2.15 Enterprise Ireland
The importance of the two Regional Growth Centres, the Dublin-Belfast Economic Corridor and the outstanding
transport infrastructure in the County and the economic benefits of same is recognised. The strengths and
weaknesses of the County are outlined. The former include for location, demographics, infrastructure, DkIT, strong
indigenous base, Foreign Direct Investments, Louth Economic Forum and pro business local authority.
Weaknesses include brain drain, no business and innovations centre for start ups, limited spin off companies from
DkIT, lack of modern commercial properties, residential property pressure, low levels of Research and Development.
Suggestions to address these weaknesses are made.
Positive impacts of Brexit include Louth’s location adjoining NI for companies requiring a presence in Europe whilst
some negatives include a threat to indigenous business and associated employment and currency fluctuations.
The Plan can promote inward investment and job creation in the county through Foreign Direct Investment or Irish
based companies. These favour urban centres and thus Dundalk and Drogheda should be the key focus and Ardee
to a lesser extent.
The Plan needs strong policies for zoned employment generating lands close to the motorway, a review of traffic
management plans for Dundalk and Drogheda, a regeneration of town centres and provision of quality commercial
property. Additionally, broadband connectivity needs to be promoted alongside co-working facilities across the 3
main urban centres and alternative work spaces to reduce commuting. Finally, the Local Enterprise Office should be
supported.

Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
The overview of the strengths, weaknesses, and opportunities in the County with regard to employment and
enterprise set out in the submission is a useful summary that will assist in the preparation of the Economic Strategy.
The Draft Plan will support the continued growth and economic development of the County which will focus primarily
on the Regional Growth Centres of Dundalk and Drogheda. Policies supporting the provision of the necessary
transport, water services, and communications infrastructure that would improve the connectivity and accessibility of
the employment centres in the County, in addition to improvements to town and village centres through regeneration
projects that would make these locations more attractive for economic investment, will also be included.
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Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
The Draft Plan will be guided by National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy policy
objectives which support and promote the Regional Growth Centres of Dundalk and Drogheda in addition to the
Dublin-Belfast Economic Corridor as an economic driver for the region. Policies will promote and support
collaboration and a working partnership with national, regional and local enterprise authorities and with Northern
Ireland to support employment generating initiatives building on the strengths and addressing the weaknesses of the
county. Sustainable economic development and regeneration of town and village centres will be supported by the
Draft Plan.

2.16 An Taisce
Strategic Planning and Zoning:


The CDP must comply with evidence based approach to land use zoning and settlement planning as per the
Act



Residential zoned land must be close/well connected to public transport corridors, services and employment



If there’s surplus zoned land over the required quantum this should be de-zoned/phased/down-zoned and in
this regard proper planning and sustainable development considerations only should apply



Sequential approach must be applied to zoning and review of zoning as per the Act



Small scale industrial/commercial zones(rather than large scale parks) should be proximate to residential
areas



Where a precedential decision is made by An Bord Pleanála overturning a Local Authority decision then
review should be undertaken and a report prepared for councillors on required amendments to the County
Development Plan.
Sustainable Land Use and Transport:


Ensure development in settlements and protect rural areas from urban generated settlement



Development of towns should encourage a shift from car to sustainable transport and reshape our built
environment



Development proposals should be commensurate with physical infrastructure and social capital carrying
capacity



Utilise the 7 location test standards for new housing (Box 5.2 National Spatial Strategy)



Implement green belt in peri-urban areas with restrictions on urban generated one off housing



Policies to promote a built environment which encourages opportunities for physical activities.



Prepare a local transport plan



Include permeability and way finding studies to identify a safe network for existing and planned cycle/walking
routes



Align the plan with regional transport strategies of the National Transport Authority



Mobility plans should be mandatory
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Addressing the Climate Emergency:


Louth County Development Plan’s primary objective should be to break the County’s dependence on fossil
fuels, stop greenhouse gas emissions and Include targeted and timetabled policies for the above



Prepare a strategy so electrical needs are primarily met through a variety of renewable sources



Copy best practice in other countries e.g. France

Green Infrastructure:


The Plan should have a Green Infrastructure approach with a section as per the Fingal Plan 2010-2016

Economic, Employment and Retail Development:


Include policies to promote sustainable agriculture



Policy to promote and identify locations for local farmers markets



Prohibit out of town retail or commercial activity and where it exists apply mandatory parking charges



Be active in site assembly for new retail development on Brownfield/Infill sites to revitalise town centres



Car parking charges for out of centre retail and s48 waiver for contribution levies in lieu of off street parking
for retail development in town centres



Policy preventing change of use of retail warehouse to non-bulky goods comparison/convenience



Policy restricting large floor plate multiples dependent on oil dependent supply chains for small floor plate
shop

Water:


Policies to meet legal obligations regarding the Water Framework Directive and the River Basin Management
Plan



Consistency with the Waste Water Discharge Regulations



Don’t grant permission where there is insufficient cumulative capacity in the Waste Water Treatment Plant



Policies for alternatives to urban generated one off housing such as serviced sites



Ensure private wastewater treatment proposals comply with Environmental Protection Agency Code of
Practice



De-zone/down-zone lands in Flood Zone A and B, apply the sequential approach and comply with the
Guidelines.



Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems and rainwater harvesting should be mandatory
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Natural, Cultural and Built Heritage:


The Plan and development management decisions must rigidly comply with EU law, Habitats and Birds
Directives



To meet legal obligations the plan must be done in tandem with Strategic Environmental Assessment and
Habitats Directive Assessment



Policy recommendations of National Biodiversity Plan 2017-2021 should be incorporated into the Plan



Identify significant demesnes and landscapes with policies to maintain/enhance their character in considering
agricultural, recreational or other development



Designate more Architectural Conservation Areas and Special Planning Control Schemes and waive S48
development levies for Protected Structures



Protect important views and prospects and Implement the Architectural Guidelines in full

Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
The Draft Plan will be prepared in accordance with the statutory requirements set out in the Planning and
Development Act 2000 (as amended). This will include an evaluation of the quantum of lands zoned for residential
use. The Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy includes guidance on how to deal with excess lands. Pending the
publication of updated Development Plan Guidelines this guidance will inform the Core Strategy of the Draft Plan.
The Draft Plan will be consistent with the principles of sustainable transport set out in the National Planning
Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy that promote a shift from dependence on the private car
towards more sustainable modes of transport including public transport, walking and cycling. In accordance with the
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy Local Transport Plans will be prepared for Dundalk and Drogheda.
Climate change will be a cross-cutting theme of the Draft Plan with policies supporting the development of renewable
energy projects, energy efficiency and conservation.
Green Infrastructure will be set out in a specific section of the Plan.
The retail policies of the Draft Plan will be guided by the 2012 Retail Planning Guidelines which promotes town
centre vitality through a sequential approach to development. Charges for car parking and waivers for Development
Contributions are not issues that can be addressed as part of the Development Plan process. The proposal to
include a policy favouring local shops in lieu of larger multiples could potentially inhibit competition in the market. The
Retail Planning Guidelines indicate that the planning system should not be used to inhibit competition therefore this
policy will not be included in the Plan.
The Draft Plan will support the provision of necessary water and waste water infrastructure to meet the anticipated
social and economic needs of the County. The Council will continue to work closely with Irish Water in progressing
programmes and projects that support the delivery of this infrastructure.
With regard to serviced sites Regional Policy Objective 4.78 of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy supports
the development of a ‘New Homes in Small Towns and Villages’ initiative which supports the delivery of serviced
sites through collaboration between local authorities, Irish Water, and stakeholders. The Draft Plan will support the
progression of this initiative.
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A Strategic Flood Risk Assessment will be carried out as part of the preparation of the Plan in accordance with the
requirements of ‘The Planning System and Flood Risk Management Guidelines’. This assessment will identify any
lands which are at risk of flooding. The zoning of any lands at risk of flooding will take into account the
recommendations of the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment.
In relation to surface water disposal the incorporation of Sustainable Urban Drainage measures into the design of
any development will be mandatory.
There will be a specific chapter in the Draft Plan relating to natural and built heritage which will include policies
regarding the protection of same. With regard to the designation of additional ACAs there have been no potential
additional ACAs identified for inclusion in the Draft Plan.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
To prepare the Plan in accordance with the statutory requirements set out in the Planning and Development Act 2000
(as amended) and national and regional policy set out in the National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and
Economic Strategy.
As part of the strategy of facilitating more sustainable patterns of growth, the Draft Plan will include policies
supporting compact communities, urban regeneration, sustainable transport, greater connectivity and permeability,
energy efficiency and conservation, renewable energy development, and adaptation measures to climate change.
The Plan will continue to protect the natural and built heritage of the County and include policies relating to same.

2.17 Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht
Review of Natural Heritage Policies and Green Infrastructure Strategy: The natural heritage policies and green
infrastructure strategy need reviewing and strengthening to ensure consistency with national and EU plans and
policies. A list of guidance documentation is provided and it’s suggested that cross cutting issues such as climate
change, flooding and water quality should all be considered.
Integrated Assessment: The Appropriate Assessment process should take place in consultation with the various
teams working on the draft plan to ensure objectives have no significant effects on the natural heritage.
Green Infrastructure Network Review: Green Infrastructure is a means of addressing biodiversity loss and Louth’s
Green Infrastructure Strategy should be reviewed. In this regard there is a considerable data resource available from
the department to the Council.
Regional Growth Centres Dundalk and Drogheda: Increased wastewater discharge and demand on water supply
with the projected growth of Dundalk and Drogheda may have negative impacts on Natura 2000 sites, recreational
disturbance and lighting issues and to this end these should be considered in Screening for Appropriate Assessment
and Appropriate Assessment if required.
Greenways and Cycleways: As well as transport infrastructure they can enhance biodiversity but to protect nature
conservation they should avoid the sensitivities of natural heritage and documentary advice is available in this
regard. It is suggested that the Council consider the implications of a recent An Bord Pleanála decision where
greenways and cycleways were considered to be the same thing.
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Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
The natural heritage policies and green infrastructure strategy will be reviewed and updated where required to
ensure they are aligned with any amendments to the national policy or legislation.
A collaborative approach will be taken in the preparation of the Environmental Reports associated with the Plan to
ensure alignment and consistency between the Reports.
In relation to updated spatial data sets the Council would welcome access to such information which would be a
useful resource as part of the Development Plan review.
The Natura Impact Report will take account of the projected population growth in the Regional Growth Centres and
the potential associated impact on any Natura 2000 sites.
With regard to greenways, any proposals will be subject to the appropriate environmental assessments. The recent
An Bord Pleanála decision referred to in the submission is noted.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
Policies in the Draft Plan relating to natural heritage and green infrastructure will be updated, strengthened and
guided by policies and objectives of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and national documentation and all
policies will be in accordance with relevant legislation. Cross cutting issues such as climate change will also be
included throughout the Draft Plan.

2.18 Irish Wind Energy Association
A key objective of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy is to support renewable energy opportunities, which is
reflected in the Issues Paper. The National Climate Action Plan sets an ambitious target of 70% for renewable
energy production by 2030, requiring a doubling of electricity from renewables which will primarily be through on
shore wind. Caution is required by Louth County Council in zoning lands, not to constrain any areas which may have
renewable energy potential especially for wind generation.
The Office of the Planning Regulator recommends all Local Authorities to maximise output in line with national
government policies. Irish Wind Energy Association supports a regional Renewable Energy Strategy as per the
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy to ensure consistency in the region. In the interim a local Renewable
Energy Strategy is essential to the Louth County Development Plan incorporating the methodologies outlined in
Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland Local Authority Renewable Energy Strategy and national guidelines.
The correct spatial planning and development of such a Renewable Energy Strategy will support transition to a low
carbon society, increase awareness of climate change and reduce its impacts by facilitating plan led renewable
energy development in the county. A full assessment for renewable energy in the county is required and suggests a
standard including No-Go, Open to Consideration and Preferred Areas. Also requested that Louth County Council
prepare a Landscape Character Assessment with a weighting table for landscape sensitivity types be considered.
Therefore an update of the 2002 Landscape Character Assessment is required to eliminate uncertainty into the
future. Because of advances in turbines, the Wind Atlas should not be used as a constraint when zoning lands for
renewables, nor indeed should grid constraints be considered by Local Authorities when preparing a Renewable
Energy Strategy.
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Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
The Draft Plan will support national targets relating to electricity generation from renewable sources and will support
and facilitate renewable energy projects subject to compliance with the relevant planning and environmental criteria.
The ‘Draft Revised Wind Energy Guidelines’ published in December 2019 will assist in the drafting of policies relating
to Wind Energy development in the County.
The Council recognises the value of a Renewable Energy Strategy in setting out a roadmap for the development of
renewable energy in the County. A policy will be included in the Draft Plan supporting the preparation of this Strategy
during the life of the Plan.
The identification of any Strategic Energy Zones by Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly as per objective 7.35 in
the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy will inform the Renewable Energy Strategy at a County level. Pending
the preparation of the Renewable Energy Strategy there will be a specific section in the Plan that sets out the policy
requirements for Renewable Energy projects in the County.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
To include policies supporting the implementation of the Climate Action Plan, the generation of electricity from
renewable energy sources, and the preparation of a Renewable Energy Strategy. Policies supporting Community
Energy Projects will also be included.
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Section 3

Analysis and Summary
of Issues Raised by Topic
and Chief Executive’s Opinion
and Recommendation
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3.0 Vision, Core Strategy and Settlement Strategy
The following submissions made reference to Vision, Core Strategy and Settlement Strategy
related issues in the County:
2, 6, 17, 23, 40, 41, 42, 43, 52, 53, 54, 55, 68, 72, 77, 89, 92, 94, 98, 232, 233, 234, 235, 236, 237, 239 - 244

Due to the nature of the submissions there will be an overlap between this Section and the Section dealing with
Dundalk and Drogheda.
Vision:
It is essential in developing a vision for the County that recognition is given to its unique identity and strengths which
include for its strategic location, excellent transport links, proximity to ports and airports, tourism assets and third
level education campus.
Level 2: Ardee
Ardee should be recognised as a vibrant settlement with policies to support development, increased population
densities and compact growth. Existing strategic reserve lands are recognised and its considered that rather than
allocating population to Level 3’s that it be assigned to Level 2’s.
The Core Strategy should take cognisance of recent and projected population growth trends and assign
corresponding adequate housing growth targets. Substantial investment in infrastructure must be recognised in
addition to committing to delivery of housing.
A “Use it or Lose it” approach should inform the Core Strategy as zoned lands remain undeveloped whilst serviced
Strategic Reserve lands are not capable of development due to the Core Strategy restrictions. A timeline for
reviewing Ardee Local Area Plan is sought.
A separate submission suggests reducing community/educational lands or permitting alternative uses thereon
including tourism facilities which may improve vibrancy and vitality in the town centre. Limited commercial
development by private investment on institutional lands and buildings would help ensure conservation and
protection.
The Ardee bypass should be referenced in future plans and included for funding, to alleviate traffic congestion.
Level 3 and 4 Settlements:
A number of submissions proposed the sustainable growth of Level 3 and 4 settlements suggesting boundaries be
extended meeting the requirements of the Core Strategy, to counter balance one-off housing, retain communities and
offer an alternative to larger towns.
Local Authorities can acquire land, prepare sites and provide infrastructure to deliver self development options in
such locations.
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Boundaries need to be extended including Carlingford, Termonfeckin, Mountbagnall, Ballagan, Lordship, Philipstown
and Sandpit. Other suggestions in relation to Carlingford included the provision of a ring road to open up lands and
alleviate traffic congestion in the village. Hoarding of land was also identified as an issue needing resolution. A
submission proposed newly rezoned lands be identified as strategic reserve and if primary zoned lands are not
developed in a specified period that the strategic lands be rezoned and developed.
Collon should be recognised as a self sustaining settlement differing from other Level 3 settlements. Heretofore there
was limited provision made for growth in the Core Strategy notwithstanding its economic performance. Further
development will prevent population decline and offer an alternative to one off housing. Existing business needs to
be supported and further economic lands identified and each settlement should have its own population target
coupled with individual policies for working and living in the village.
Many submissions relating to Termonfeckin sought to counter balance one off housing and to encourage sustainable
compact growth. The need for increased residential and broader economic lands in Level 3 to ensure the vitality and
viability of these towns and to ensure people can both live and work there should be recognised. Concern is
expressed in terms of plan policy regarding one off housing allocation vis-a-vis the settlements. It was suggested that
specific policy statements are provided for the Level 3 settlements.
Small villages, specifically Stabannon should grow to maintain communities whilst supporting and maintaining
services, including improvements to the rural transport scheme. A village radius with a target population is preferable
to zoning. There is a need for a return to small scale social and affordable housing schemes.
Miscellaneous:
Inclusion of alternative sites to those pre-existing zoned but undeveloped lands needs to be considered whilst
Brownfield and Infill sites not just those with extant permissions should be recognised in the Core Strategy as
alternative to Greenfield development. The provision of high density housing on state owned lands, including
Brownfield and Infill sites as alternative to urban sprawl were suggested. Brownfield/Infill sites in the built up area
serviced and previously acceptable should be Phase 1 residential (especially as Strategic Housing Developments
are being permitted on Phase 3).
A couple of submission sought an ease in local needs qualifying criteria.
Town centre living, at increased densities and heights with limited car parking and access is required as is a reimagining of the town centre’s purpose including arts, culture and social innovation and entrepreneurship. In terms of
both the town centres and the county as a whole it is proposed that a Town Centre First Policy is delivered for both of
the Regional Growth Centres and other towns and villages and that a Strategic Plan is prepared in relation to the
Dublin-Belfast Rail line and M1 Corridor.
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Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
Vision:
The Draft Plan will include a vision statement and this will be concentrated on themes concerning but not limited to
the development of sustainable communities, compact growth, promoting economic development, the development
of the Regional Growth Centres of Dundalk and Drogheda and all within the context of best environmental practice.
Level 2: Ardee:
The Draft Plan will include a Core Strategy which will set out population targets for the county broken down into the
settlements over the life time of the Plan. The Core Strategy will be prepared in the context of Section 10(2A) of the
Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), the National Planning Framework, the Implementation Roadmap
for the National Planning Framework, the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy, Section 28 Ministerial Guidelines,
and Guidance Note on Core Strategies (2010). These documents will set the basis for guiding future sustainable
orderly growth within the county. The Draft Plan having considered the Core Strategy will include Zoning Maps and
broad policy objectives for Dundalk, Drogheda, Ardee and Dunleer and the remaining Settlement Plans. As required
by the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy, an evidence based approach will be employed in the designation of
the lower tiers of the county settlement hierarchy.
The Draft Plan will provide for the growth of Louth’s towns and villages to a scale appropriate to their role/function as
set out in the Core and Settlement Strategies. The National Planning Framework sets a targeted pattern of growth for
the Region evidenced in its Implementation Roadmap. The lower tiers of the Settlement Hierarchy (Self Sustaining
Growth Towns, Self Sustaining Towns, Towns and Villages and Rural) will be identified in the Draft Plan. Ardee will
be designated as a Self Sustaining Growth Town which acts as regionally important local driver providing a range of
functions for its resident population and surrounding catchments. The Core Strategy will provide for the population of
Ardee and all remaining settlements in the County. The quantum, distribution, and location of new development will
have regard to the capacity of existing and planned infrastructure and seek to make efficient use of, and maximise
the capacity of, existing and planned infrastructure.
To establish if there is an overprovision of educational/community lands and consider the uses permitted thereon in
Ardee, it would be necessary to undertake an analysis of assets and an evidence based assessment of capacity and
need. This is important having regard to the Settlement Strategy of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and
the identification of Ardee as a Self Sustaining Growth Town and to ensure that there are adequate lands to cater for
compact, sustainable future population growth.
Tourism facilities such as hotels etc. are permitted and or open for consideration under a wide range of land uses.
Such issues will be explored during the drafting of the Plan and the Local Area Plan. The progression of the Ardee
by pass (N52), which is included in the list of Road Projects in the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy, will be
continue to be referenced and supported.
Level 3 and 4:
Submissions received in relation to the expansion of Level 3 Settlements (Collon, Termonfeckin, Carlingford) and
Level 4 Settlements (Mountbagnall, Ballagan, Lordship, Philipstown, Sandpit, Stabannon) are addressed in full under
the heading Level 2: Ardee above. The issue of all lower tier towns and villages in accordance with the Regional
Spatial and Economic Strategy Settlement Hierarchy will be defined in the Draft Plan.
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Miscellaneous:
A key element of the growth strategy in both the National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic
Strategy is the need to achieve ambitious targets for compact growth in urban areas which in the case of Louth is
30%. Brownfield and infill sites can contribute to sustainable compact growth and offer an alternative option to
Greenfield development. The Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy provides guidance and policy in dealing with
the complexities of Brownfield and Infill sites in the preparation of core strategies which will inform and guide policy
formulation of the Draft Plan. In relation to residential development, the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy
acknowledges that a key to success of both Dundalk and Drogheda as self-sustaining Regional Growth Centres is
targeted compact growth through renewal and regeneration of Brownfield and Infill town centre lands.
The Draft Plan will however review all policies in relation to lower tier settlements, and qualifying criteria in relation to
rural housing policy having regard to national and regional policy and guidelines. The Core Strategy will identify
areas under strong urban influence in the hinterlands of settlements and set the appropriate rural housing policy
response to avoid overspill development.
The advantages of town centre living with increased densities, sustainable transport and changes in car parking
requirements coupled with a re-imagining of the town centres purpose for more wide ranging uses including arts,
culture, entertainment, social innovation and entrepreneurship is acknowledged and will be supported in policy
formulation in the Draft Plan.
The Draft Plan in accordance with the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy will recognise and highlight the
importance of the Dublin-Belfast rail line and M1 corridor to increase competitiveness, serve as an economic growth
enabler and as strategic connections in the region and beyond.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
The Draft Plan will prepare a Core Strategy and Settlement Hierarchy for the County. Designation of the Settlements
(Level 2, 3 and 4 in the current Development Plan) will be defined during the preparation of the Draft Plan.
Policies will be included herein requiring that population and housing targets are in accordance with the Plan’s Core
Strategy and Settlement Hierarchy and with the requirement to achieve targets of 30% compact growth in the urban
areas including Brownfield and Infill sites. Policies will ensure adequate provision of educational and community
facilities to cater for existing and future compact sustainable population growth. The Ardee by-pass will continue to
be included by Policy in the Draft Plan. Policy relating to qualifying criteria for one-off housing will be informed by
national and regional guidance documentation and the importance of town centre living alongside a re-imagining of
the town centres purpose will continue to feature in Draft Plan policy.
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3.1 Dundalk and Drogheda
The following submissions made reference to Dundalk and Drogheda related issues in the
County:
13, 14, 18, 26, 43, 45, 46, 48, 49, 50, 51, 60, 64, 66, 68, 79, 83, 85, 89, 92, 99, 100, 230, 238

DUNDALK
In many of the submissions received the role of Dundalk as a Regional Growth Centre with high level self sustaining
employment and services that act as drivers and serve a wide catchment area is recognised.
General:
The Plan should acknowledge that the 50,000 population is not a cap, there should be no constraint placed on
sustainable development beyond this figure by 2031. Building on and inclusion of National Planning Framework,
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy policies and Section 28 Guidelines (Building Height, Apartments etc.) in the
Plan is necessary. 50,000 population requires targeted and sustained focus and investment. Concern was expressed
at the lack of detail or wording of the Issues Paper concerning compact growth, provision of an Urban Area Plan, the
preparation of which should be progressed in parallel with the Louth County Development Plan. Concerns are
expressed that undue focus on compact growth is at the expense of the wider area which can offer development of
sustainable communities with good connections and infrastructure. A capacity study of sites should be undertaken to
determine where people will live and work. In the preparation of an Urban Area Plan, there are Phase 2 lands which
should be considered as Phase 1 as there are developers ready and willing to bring housing to the market. Dundalk’s
status as a Regional Growth Centre and economic driver is recognised but housing shortages are a constraint to
economic development. Policies in the Plan and the Urban Area Plan must release lands for housing and
employment to meet national objectives. The Urban Area Plan must be informed by Active Land Management
Principles with priority for Tier 1 serviced sites. Policies should seek 30% compact growth and in this regard
suggestions are presented as to how this can be facilitated by Louth County Council. Existing infrastructure provided
to date for this area is outlined and identified as Tier 1, serviced zoned land capable of facilitating compact growth
which should be considered as Brownfield given development to date and services provided. The lands are capable
of providing the required social services, are proximate to Blackrock and there is an onus on the Council to
implement the vision of these lands for the existing residents.
Compact growth requires alternatives to be provided in towns and villages such as serviced sites and land
acquisition. Blackrock is not recognised in the Core Strategy unlike Ardee and Dunleer. The 30% figure should not be
a cap to stifle development of the Regional Growth Centre’s. Sites at priority locations with development potential
shouldn’t be reserved so as to create an unreasonable dependency on them being brought forward pending the
development of the 30% within the town core.
It is suggested that a change of the business as usual approach to the Core Strategy is required involving a Plan,
Monitor Review approach to manage opportunities, development and market changes. Zoned lands should be
deliverable, provide choice and have had engagement with landowners.
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Brownfield/infill sites shouldn’t be seen as contributing to housing targets and if identified there should be evidence of
deliverability. The rural housing policy of the Plan is key to compact growth as per the settlement framework of the
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy.
A submission suggests that residential development should be concentrated north of the Castletown River in
Dundalk to offset urban sprawl and the Plan should acknowledge all Brownfield sites and not just those with extant
permissions.
Retail:
Recognition of retailing and economic development must continue to feature in the plans in recognition of the status
of the town. The Dundalk Plan should allow for a re-definition of neighbourhood centres in edge of centre locations
as it doesn’t currently take account of either availability or suitability of such services.
Economic:
With the success of recent economic development there is a reduction in employment zoned lands. Such additional
zoned lands are required to attract inward investment and continue growth of business in Dundalk, with
accompanying proactive policies in the Plan. These needs should be met on lands with access to roads,
infrastructure, telecommunications and local population.
Town Centre:
The importance of the town centre and enriching the consumer experience featured in a number of submissions
relating to Dundalk with proposals on how it can be strengthened and improved in conjunction and collaboration with
others. These included for health checks, guidelines, town renewal plans, noise mapping, investment one stop
shops, strategy for town centre living, strategic development plans for BIDs. Improving public transport linkages and
corridors (including greenway) throughout the town was highlighted. Greater collaboration with DkIT is required to
develop a vibrant student quarter in the town centre and a framework/masterplan should be developed for Dundalk
Port.
Miscellaneous:
A couple of submissions concern the need for the production of a Framework Plan or Local Area Plan for Blackrock
which was an objective of the current Development Plan. The status of this is sought.
It was submitted that Dundalk has the capacity to become an urban wildlife destination centred on the Bay and
complimented by riverside studies and the feasibility of provision of greenways/blueways etc.
Suggestions for reduction in open space requirements, policy changes to social and community facilities and density
measurement are made alongside the need to address sensitivities between residential areas and industrial
operations.
Additional recreational, sports and leisure facilities in Dundalk through inclusion of objectives in the Plan was
highlighted as was the need for a new secondary school in Dundalk south.
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Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
General:
With the dissolution of the Town and Borough Councils under the Electoral Local Government Planning and
Development Act 2013 and the awaited preparation and publication of the National Planning Framework and
Regional Spatial Economic Strategy the review of both Dundalk and Drogheda Development Plans have sat in
abeyance. These development plans will be replaced with a Local Area Plan in the case of Dundalk and a Joint Local
Area Plan in the case of Drogheda (in conjunction with Meath County Council), in accordance with the County
Development Plan.
The National Planning Framework identified a number of centres of scale which have the potential to meet the critical
mass to drive regional growth which include the two Regional Growth Centres (Regional Growth Centre’s) of Dundalk
and Drogheda.
To comply with the policies and objectives of the National Planning Framework and the Regional Spatial and
Economic Strategy, to realise the role of Dundalk and Drogheda as Regional Growth Centres and in the interest of
the proper planning and sustainable development of the County, the Council is incorporating both Dundalk and
Drogheda into the Draft Plan, principally in the Core and Settlement Strategies. Zoning Maps and accompanying
broad policies and objectives will be included and allow for the development and growth of the two towns. A key
priority of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy is to promote the continued sustainable and compact growth
of the towns as regional drivers of city scale with a target (not capped) population each of 50,000 by 2031. In the
case of Drogheda it should be noted that the 50,000 target relates to lands within the combined functional area of the
two local authorities of Louth and Meath. The Core Strategy of the Draft Plan will be prepared in the context of
legislation, national guidance and in accordance with the policy objectives of the National Planning Framework and
the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy to ensure that towns grow at a sustainable and appropriate level, by
setting out a rationale for lands proposed to be zoned for residential, economic and mixed uses and having regard to
Infill/Brownfield targets of the National Planning Framework.
A key element of the growth strategy in both the National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic
Strategy is the need to achieve ambitious targets for focused compact growth in urban areas which in the case of
Louth is 30%. Brownfield and infill sites can contribute to sustainable compact growth and offer an alternative option
to development on Greenfield sites. The National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy
provide guidance in how to deal with the complexities of Brownfield and Infill sites in the preparation of Core
Strategies to guide policy formulation of the Draft Plan.
In relation to residential development, the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy acknowledges that a key to
success of both Dundalk and Drogheda as self-sustaining Regional Growth Centres is targeted compact growth
through renewal and regeneration of Brownfield and Infill town centre lands.
The advantages of town centre living with increased densities, sustainable transport and changes in car parking
requirements coupled with a re-imagining of the town centres purpose for more wide ranging uses including arts,
culture, entertainment, social innovation and entrepreneurship is acknowledged and will be supported in policy
formulation in the Draft Plan.
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Retail:
The importance of retailing and economic development will continue to feature heavily in the Draft Plan and in
accordance with the policies and objectives of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy. In relation to the
definition of ‘Neighbourhood Centres’ the Draft Plan will be guided by the definition set out in the Retail Planning
Guidelines published in 2012.
Economic:
In accordance with the policies and objectives of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy the primary focus of
economic development in the County will be in the Regional Growth Centres of Drogheda and Dundalk. Herein, the
Growth Strategy seeks to facilitate the collaboration and growth of the Dublin-Belfast Economic Corridor intrinsic to
which are the Regional Growth Centres which play a critical role in supporting economic growth and competitiveness.
The Draft Plan will support policies and objectives promoting economic development and the creation of employment
in Dundalk which will attract and accommodate further Foreign Direct Investment, indigenous industry, start
ups/incubation units and will work alongside the IDA, Enterprise Ireland and other stakeholders in this regard. The
location of employment land will take into account proximity to residential development, transport networks and
infrastructure availability.
Town Centres:
A Retail Strategy will be prepared as part of the preparation of the Draft Plan. This Strategy will include an analysis of
the strengths and weaknesses of the core retail area of towns. It will assist in formulating policies and objectives
relating to and supporting development that reinvigorates the town centre. The Draft Plan will promote the growth
and vibrancy of the town centre by providing for mixed development including employment, community and social
uses whilst resisting the loss of residential uses. Undertakings for more detailed additional studies, plans,
masterplans, strategies etc will be considered during the preparation of the Dundalk Local Area Plan. (For issues
relating to public transport and sustainable transport modes please refer to Traffic and Mobility and Built and Natural
Heritage).
Miscellaneous:
Blackrock will continue to feature as the environs of Dundalk and policies for further plans relating to Blackrock will
be considered in the Dundalk Local Area Plan.
Dundalk Bay is rich in biodiversity and has both Special Protection Area and Special Area of Conservation
designations forming part of the EU-wide Natura 2000 network. It is a prime wildlife conservation area (also a
proposed Natural Heritage Area) and is of significant importance at both European and Irish levels.
Whilst Dundalk has the capacity to become a wildlife destination centred on Dundalk Bay, the implications and
impacts of this would require careful consideration and management with Louth County Council and others with an
overriding policy to protect the designated Special Protection Area, Special Area of Conservation and proposed
Natural Heritage Area in Dundalk Bay from any adverse impacts of development in accordance with legislation.
In drafting the Plan and formulating policy the Council will examine and assess standards in relation to both public
and private open space requirements and density measurements. Sensitivities between a residential and industrial
area is site specific in this instance. The Draft Plan will continue to include policy that a buffer zone be provided
between adjoining industrial and residential uses to mitigate negative impacts.
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The Department of Education and Skills is responsible for the delivery of educational facilities and services. (This
issue is addressed in Social Strategy Section). The importance of the provision of recreational, sports and leisure
facilities is recognised by the Council and is essential in terms of a designated growing population. In preparing the
Draft Plan an analysis of assets and assessment of capacity and need will be examined and where required the
protection, improvement and expansion of such facilities at appropriate locations will be facilitated through the
inclusion of policies and objectives in the Draft Plan.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
The Draft Plan will prepare a Core Strategy and Settlement Hierarchy for the Draft Plan with policies requiring that
population and housing targets are in accordance with same and with the requirement to achieve targets of 30%
compact growth in the urban areas including Brownfield and Infill sites. The importance of town centre living
alongside a re-imagining of the town centres purpose will continue to feature in Draft Plan policy. The Retail Strategy
will set out a framework for future retail development in the County and will be implemented through Policy. The Draft
Plan guided by the National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy will support the
Regional Growth Centres of Dundalk (and Drogheda) in addition to the Dublin-Belfast Economic Corridor. Policies
will promote collaboration and a working partnership with national, regional and local enterprise authorities and
employment promoting agencies within the county and the Regional Growth Centres to support employment
generating initiatives. Policies for further plans relating to Blackrock will be considered in the Dundalk Local Area
Plan. Potential recognition of Dundalk Bay as a wildlife destination would be subject to overriding policies to protect
its Special Protection Area and Special Area of Conservation designations which form part of the EU wide Natura
2000 network and its designation as a proposed Natural Heritage Area. Policies concerning the provision of public
and private open space requirements, density, separation distances and buffer zoned will feature in the Draft Plan as
will policies to co-operate with and support the Department of Education and Skills in identifying need and provision
of school sites throughout the county in accordance with national guidance.
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DROGHEDA
General:
There is consensus that the Vision for Drogheda should focus on compact growth in a sustainable and sequential
manner, sustainable transport patterns and utilising serviced and accessible lands. A number of submissions identify
that a Local Area Plan for Drogheda and the northern environs was not prepared and strategic assessment and
documentation is outdated. The status of the North Drogheda Environs Local Area Plan is unclear. Future plan
policies should support the development of the northern environs together with Drogheda north and south. Questions
are raised regarding the allocation of population between Dundalk and Drogheda as is the allocation to one off rural
housing.
A strong consensus in submissions received agreed Drogheda and the northern environs are suitable for residential
development with its strong town centre, excellent public transport links and potential for employment growth.
The phasing barriers of the Core Strategy should be removed as it stifles development and reference is made to the
Meath Plan which removes all phasing barriers. It is considered that there is a shortage of zoned land in walking
distance of the town centre. Housing should be coupled with public transport and apartments require adequate and
safe recreational space. It is proposed that the 50,000 population is not a cap and there should be no constraint
placed on sustainable development beyond this figure and that this be stated in the Plan with a target to meet these
by 2031.
Governance:
Governance issues arose in a number of submissions received and suggestions included the requirement for
Drogheda to achieve city status, the re-instatement of the Drogheda Borough Council, the allocation of a Director of
Services and other miscellaneous governance issues. Recognition is given to Drogheda’s catchment being unique in
terms of cross county boundaries and it was suggested a new local authority region be designated (Drogheda and
wider region). The rapid growth experienced by Drogheda must be recognised and Louth County Council and Meath
County Council must work collaboratively on the joint Local Area Plan. The requirements of the Boundary
Commission should be included in the Plan.
Transport:
The delivery of the Port Access Northern Cross Route is critical in the future development of the town as it will have
the dual benefit of alleviating congestion and releasing strategically located lands for residential and economic
related development. It is suggested that the Plan should acknowledge the delivery of this road on a phased basis
and as a single contract will not be feasible. Submissions recognised that public transport is limited and doesn’t
reflect the need of commuters to travel within the wider Drogheda region and the Plan should consider public
transport systems to ensure accessibility. The implications of the proposed extension of DART services to Drogheda
are highlighted and the subsequent transformation of local commuting patterns. There was a proposal for the
development of a bridge to the east at the mouth of the River Boyne.
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Economic:
Employment creation was recognised as a critical element in the future growth and development of Drogheda in
order to create a more balanced and sustainable community and reduce the volume of outbound commuting for
employment. Prioritising Brownfield development in the urban core where there are more services available versus
the development of more peripheral lands was raised as a consideration that should be taken into account. The
submissions also acknowledged the advantages which Drogheda offers including its location, excellent transport
links, skilled workforce etc. and from the many submissions received specific to Drogheda, it is recognised that
economic development and job creation are critical to the town’s growth. The Council should develop a co-ordinated
strategy in conjunction with developers and business organisations to develop properties suitable for Foreign Direct
Investment, Enterprise Ireland and start-ups and include objectives in the Development Plan for appropriate property
options. Concerns were raised that there is no Local Enterprise Office in Drogheda and the IDA business park is in
Meath.
On a positive note the proposed M1 Payment Corridor is referenced on a number of occasions as an example of
potential enterprise and job growth that can be achieved in the region. The town centre has much dereliction and
Louth County Council should use Compulsory Purchase Orders to address this and capitalise on funding.
Tourism:
A number of submissions have addressed the issue of tourism and the need for the Development Plan to optimise
attractions of the region and to increase the numbers of visitors including reference to the Boyne Valley, amenity and
tourist infrastructure, accommodation, events, night time economy, etc. Drogheda is on the cusp of being designated
a Destination Town with purple flag (night time economy) status and its location needs to be further exploited.
Town Centre:
The importance of the town centre is highlighted in many of the submissions which is threatened by dereliction,
suburban development, out of town shopping patterns and consequent vacancy at ground and upper floor levels,
social issues etc. A progressive plan is required to manage the town centre taking cognisance of both architectural
conservation and modern needs. Town centres are suitable for both the elderly and younger people. Concern was
expressed about further pedestrianisation of West Street which could lead to further congestion and threaten
business. There are proposals for town centre health checks, strategies, guidelines, and development of Business
Improvement District Plans.

Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
General:
With the dissolution of the Town and Borough Councils under the Electoral Local Government Planning and
Development Act 2013 and the awaited preparation and publication of the National Planning Framework and
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy the review of both Dundalk and Drogheda Development Plans have sat in
abeyance.
These development plans will be replaced with a Local Area Plan in the case of Dundalk and a Joint Local Area Plan
in the case of Drogheda (with Meath County Council) and shall be in accordance with the County Development Plan.
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The National Planning Framework identified a number of centres of scale which have the potential to meet the critical
mass to drive regional growth which include the two Regional Growth Centres of Dundalk and Drogheda.
To comply with the policies and objectives of the National Planning Framework and the Regional Spatial and
Economic Strategy, to realise the role of Dundalk and Drogheda as Regional Growth Centres and in the interest of
the proper planning and sustainable development of the County, the Council is incorporating both Dundalk and
Drogheda into the Draft Plan, principally in the Core and Settlement Strategies. Zoning Maps and accompanying
broad policies and objectives will be included and allow for the development and growth of the two towns. A key
priority of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy is to promote the continued sustainable and compact growth
of the towns as regional drivers of city scale with a target (not capped) population each of 50,000 by 2031. In the
case of Drogheda it should be noted that the 50,000 target relates to lands within the combined functional area of the
two local authorities of Louth and Meath. The Core Strategy of the Draft Plan will be prepared in the context of
legislation, national guidance and in accordance with the policy objectives of the National Planning Framework and
the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy to ensure that towns grow at a sustainable and appropriate level, by
setting out a rationale for lands proposed to be zoned for residential, economic and mixed uses and having regard to
Infill/Brownfield targets of the National Planning Framework. All development should be planned on a phased basis
applying a tiered approach, to ensure adequate capacity of services to match projected demand in a sustainable
manner.
A key element of the growth strategy in both the National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic
Strategy is the need to achieve ambitious targets for focused compact growth in urban areas which in the case of
Louth is 30%. Brownfield and infill sites can contribute to sustainable compact growth and offer an alternative option
to development on Greenfield sites. The National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy
provide guidance in how to deal with the complexities of Brownfield and Infill sites in the preparation of core
strategies to guide policy formulation of the Draft Plan. In relation to residential development, the Regional Spatial
and Economic Strategy acknowledges that a key to success of both Dundalk and Drogheda as self-sustaining
Regional Growth Centres is targeted compact growth through renewal and regeneration of Brownfield and Infill town
centre lands.
Governance:
All governance issues lie outside the remit of the Draft Plan. In accordance with the requirements of the Regional
Spatial and Economic Strategy both Louth and Meath County Council’s are required to prepare a Joint Local Area
Plan and this will be reflected in Policy in the Draft Plan.
Transport:
The regional significance and future development of the Port Access Northern Cross Route is recognised and
supported in the policy and objectives of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and will be likewise supported
in Draft Plan Policy through inclusion in identified Strategic New Roads (or similar).
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Particulars regarding its delivery and phasing requires detailed analysis and consultation which will be considered
during the drafting of the Plan and addressed in the Joint Local Area Plan for Drogheda. An objective for the
provision of a bridge crossing farther east of the town linking the Southern Environs of Meath with the Port Access
Northern Cross Route will be included in the Draft Plan and informed by the preparation of the Drogheda Local
Transport Plan which is a requirement of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy. For issues relating to public
transport please refer to the Transport and Mobility Section.
Economic:
The primary focus of economic development in the County will be in the Regional Growth Centres of Drogheda and
Dundalk. The Growth Strategy of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy seeks to facilitate the collaboration
and growth of the Dublin-Belfast Economic Corridor intrinsic to which are the Regional Growth Centre’s of Drogheda
and Dundalk which plays a critical role in supporting economic growth and competitiveness. The Draft Plan will
support policies and objectives promoting economic development and the creation of employment in Drogheda which
will attract and accommodate further Foreign Direct Investment, indigenous industry, start ups/incubation units and
will work alongside the IDA, Enterprise Ireland and other stakeholders in this regard. The location of employment
land will take into account proximity to residential development and transport networks. Regeneration of town centres
and Brownfield sites for employment and mixed uses and funding opportunities will be included in Draft Plan policy.
Issues relating to the Local Enterprise Office lie outside the remit of the Draft Plan.
Tourism:
The Council fully recognises the importance of the tourism sector to Louth and its role in the creation of revenue for
the County. This is particularly so in relation to Drogheda which is located at the gateway to the Boyne Valley and
which is a town rich in archaeology, architecture and urban heritage. Appropriate policies will be examined during the
Draft Plan and subsequent Joint Local Area Plan which will explore, develop and capitalise on these attractions and
strengths to consolidate Drogheda’s tourism sector in a sustainable manner and which will reinforce Ireland Ancient
East as a tourist destination. Acknowledgement of the importance and advantages of Greenways as a tourist activity
and protecting and promoting natural assets will be further strengthened and expanded through policy in the Draft
Plan as will collaboration with adjoining local authorities in the development of larger cross border schemes.
Town Centre:
The Draft Plan and Joint Local Area Plan for Drogheda will fully support and seek to enhance through appropriate
policy formulation, the viability and vitality of the town centre acknowledging and supporting the importance of
retailing as the primary role whilst simultaneously acting as a focus for a range and variety of other complimentary
activities including employment, social, community and residential uses for all.
The importance of living over the shop and other forms of residential development is critical to the success of a town
centre as it creates vibrancy, reduces negative social impacts and helps counteract Greenfield development. Policies
in the Draft Plan relating to compact growth and Brownfield/Infill development will help address and mitigate
dereliction and vacancy. Future development in Drogheda referencing architectural conservation and modern needs
will be guided by the Urban Design Framework Plan for the Heritage Quarter and the Westgate Vision document.
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A Retail Strategy will be prepared as part of the preparation of the Draft Plan and will include an analysis of the
strengths and weaknesses of the core retail areas such as accessibility, vacancy rates, and the general performance
of town centres. This Strategy will assist in formulating policies and objectives in the Draft Plan.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
The Draft Plan will include a Core Strategy and Settlement Hierarchy with policies requiring that population and
housing targets are in accordance with same and with the requirement to achieve targets of 30% compact growth in
the urban areas including Brownfield and Infill sites. Policies supporting the development of the Port Access Northern
Cross Route and a bridge crossing east of the town linking the Southern Environs of Meath and the Port Access
Northern Cross Route will also be included.
The Draft Plan guided by the National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy will support
the Regional Growth Centres of Drogheda (and Dundalk) in addition to the Dublin-Belfast Economic Corridor.
Policies will promote collaboration and a working partnership with national, regional and local enterprise authorities
and employment promoting agencies within the county and the Regional Growth Centres to support employment
generating initiatives. The importance of the development of Brownfield and Infill sites for employment and mixed
uses will be included in Draft Plan policy.
Development and capitalisation on the attractions and strengths of Drogheda’s tourism sector and the importance of
Greenways including cross border schemes will be reflected in Draft Plan policy. The importance of town centre
living, a re-imagining of the town centres purpose including development of Brownfield and Infill sites in addition to a
Retail Strategy setting a framework for future development in the County will all feature as policy in the Draft Plan.
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3.2 Transport and Movement
The following submissions made reference to Transport and Movement related issues in the
County:
6, 10, 12, 21, 23, 43, 61, 65, 66, 76, 92, 94

It is suggested that Louth County Council improve mobility and accessibility in a sustainable manner. The importance
and positive impacts of increased sustainable transportation, including cycling, walking and public transport are
reflected in the many submissions received in this regard.
Submissions seek the provision of a county wide inter urban network with additional and improved
walkways/cycleways, improved public and private bus services and infrastructure including new and improved
policies in the Plan to reflect this need. Improvements for permeability through urban areas for sustainable modes of
transport only are suggested.
Car parking featured in submissions, requiring that for commercial development this be a maximum rather than a
minimum and a cap applied to Dundalk, Drogheda and Ardee town centre sites within walking distance of public
transport. Pedestrianisation of town centres and limitations on cars and parking therein and in the vicinity of schools
etc also featured. Proposals for car sharing and large scale developments providing for sustainable modes of
transport were proposed.
A suggestion that tables for medium and long distance routes (walking/cycling/hiking) and associated infrastructure
was made. Greenways feature in many submissions suggesting policies for such to be located along disused
railways with the potential for separation of cyclists and walkers.
Development at rural related interchanges featured in a number of submissions. One requested compliance with
National Guidance and a caveat that restrictions at rural related interchanges not include for the Carrickcarnon
Economic Business Zone. A separate submission requested the retention of existing policies relating to EDE 12 and
EDE 13.
The identification and provision of Park and Ride facilities at specific locations throughout the county was raised in
many submissions including on the M1, N2 and junctions 10, 14, 17 in addition to the provision of a bus stop for
further sustainable mobility. Electric Vehicle infrastructure should be provided at such locations (park and ride
facilities) and elsewhere throughout the county. Improvements to rural transport (Pilot Scheme) are also suggested.
It was suggested that Ardee is neglected and that a bypass is vital to relieve congestion in the town centre and
should therefore be included in future funding schemes.
Retention of policies for the provision of rail stations at Dunleer, Mid Louth, Dundalk South and Drogheda North
featured in a number of submissions as did a suggestion for a train station and bus stop at Junction 14 east of the
M1 all of which would improve connectivity to the north east of the country.
One submission proposes that there are new links required from the M1 to other national roads which would
eliminate the need for M50 usage.
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Specifically in relation to Carlingford there is a need for improvements to public transport including the frequency of
service whilst tackling congestion in the village is an issue that needs to be addressed.
Improvements to the proposed Greenway extension are suggested including accessibility, an alternative route and
general monitoring of infrastructure within the village.

Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
The Council acknowledges the provision of a well functioning, integrated public transport system is crucial to
providing a viable, sustainable, alternative transport mode, addressing social exclusion and achieving climate action
goals. The importance of sustainable transport, mobility and accessibility is highlighted in the Regional Spatial and
Economic Strategy and will be promoted by policy in the Draft Plan.
Connectivity has a major impact on the quality of life, the level of community interaction and environmental quality of
an area. The principles of connectivity promoted in the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy highlight the need for
proper management of towns and villages delivering a high level of priority and permeability for walking, cycling and
public transport to create accessible, attractive and safe places. These principles will inform, guide and strengthen
the policies and objectives of the Draft Plan. In accordance with the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy,
Dundalk and Drogheda must each prepare a Local Transport Plan with policies relating to public transport
infrastructure and services, cycle investment, improvements to the pedestrian environment and road enhancements.
The Draft Plan will support the delivery of rail and bus projects identified in the Regional Spatial and Economic
Strategy to improve sustainable modes of transport in towns and within and throughout the county. Policy support for
rural transport through the Local Link Rural Transport Programme will also be supported in the Draft Plan. The
Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets which prioritises pedestrians, cyclists and public transport and focuses
a shift in the dominance of cars to pedestrians will continue to inform policy. Through the Draft Plan, the Council will
continue to support walking and cycling and require good connectivity within and between key settlements and at
local level within the county supporting the creation of sustainable communities in a safe and accessible form.
The Council will be guided by the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy in reviewing car parking standards in the
Draft Plan. Policy for the provision of car sharing facilities will continue to be included in the Draft Plan as it reduces
vehicles on the road network and is beneficial in terms of reducing congestion and greenhouse gas emissions. Large
scale development proposals provide for Mobility Management Plans which encourage behavioural changes and
increase sustainable transport modes. The pedestrianisation of town centres and limitations on car access and
parking is something more suitably addressed at Local Area Plan stage.
The Draft Plan will in its policies and objectives encourage and facilitate the provision of appropriately designed
walking/cycling routes and infrastructure to aid in and support sustainable modes of transport. Tables and details of
walking and hiking routes can be found on various websites which is a more appropriate medium than the Draft Plan.
The “Strategy for the Future Development of National and Regional Greenways” (2018) which is supported by the
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy identifies how greenways should be planned, constructed and funded. The
importance of Greenways including as a sustainable transport mode, tourist activity, support to rural communities,
promoter of healthy lifestyles and as a means of protecting natural assets will be further strengthened and expanded
through policy in the Draft Plan.
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Success of the existing plan policies is evident in the fact that Louth County Council has successfully brought forward
a Part 8 for the extension of the Great Eastern Greenway from the Marina to Carlingford Village whilst the
resubmission of Part 8 for the extension of the Great Eastern Greenway from Greer’s Quay to the border is imminent.
The extension of the Greenway from Newry to Carlingford is supported as a flagship greenway for the Region in the
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy.
Policies contained in the Draft Plan related to Motorway interchanges shall have regard to the Spatial Planning and
National Roads, Guidelines for Planning Authorities 2012. Further, in accordance with the Regional Spatial and
Economic Strategy Guiding Principles and policy objectives, the Draft Plan shall seek to manage and enhance the
capacity and safety of the regions strategic land transport network to ensure their optimal use.
Park and Ride facilities provide parking spaces that allow drivers to connect with carpools, vanpools etc for some
part of their journey. It is apparent that at the numerous motorway intersections along the hard shoulders, informal
park and ride facilities have developed.
The Draft Plan will promote and support the provision for both bus and car based park and ride facilities at
appropriate locations in the county, including motorway interchanges, subject to a full appraisal of each location and
in consultation with the relevant public transport providers.
Recognising the importance of reducing the carbon footprint is in part, reflected in Government policy which commits
to fossil fuel powered vehicle sales ending and more than 500,000 Electric Vehicles on Irish roads by 2030. The Draft
Plan will encourage and facilitate the network of Electric Vehicle supporting infrastructure across the County in
accordance with national policy through the inclusion of appropriate policies and objectives. The most appropriate
locations for charging points on motorways and national road networks is now being researched nationally based on
current charging point usage, traffic volume, accessibility, amenities, grid capacity etc.
In terms of rural transport, the National Transport Authority rolled out the Rural Transport Programme with the aim of
providing a quality nationwide community based public transport system in rural Ireland in response to local needs.
Louth sits within the Louth, Meath and Fingal Transport Coordination Unit and operates under Flexibus Local Link
operating Door to Door Routes and Scheduled Routes with the purpose of strengthening the network of services
across all three areas, improving integration with other bus and rail services and meeting the needs of all the people.
These needs including demand and frequency of services is examined on an annual basis. The policies of the Draft
Plan will continue to support and facilitate the Transport Coordination Units through the provision of improved public
transport in and throughout the rural areas of the county.
It is acknowledged that by-passing Ardee would alleviate much of the congestion experienced in the town. The
Improved Strategic Road Connectivity of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy supports the delivery of
identified road projects including the N52 Ardee Bypass and the N2 Ardee to south of Castleblaney the delivery of
which is dependent on funding from Transport Infrastructure Ireland. The Draft Plan will continue to include such road
works in the Roads Improvement Programme with appropriate supporting policies to secure their implementation.
The Council recognises the importance of the rail network as a sustainable form of transport, a means to develop the
economy and protect the environment. As no alternative transport system can provide the same capacity it therefore
has a key role to play in encouraging modal shift and reducing carbon emissions. Iarnród Eireann is committed to
expanding the railway including electrification of the Northern Line to Drogheda. The Dublin-to Belfast rail corridor is
a key cross-border route on the Trans-European Transport Core Network.
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Urgent improvements to deliver a more frequent higher speed service are required. Strengthening of the existing rail
services operating from both Dundalk and Drogheda will be encouraged, supported and facilitated in the Draft Plan in
accordance with their Regional Growth Centre status and with the policies and objectives of the National Planning
Framework and the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy.
The provision of new national roads from the M1 to forming linkages to other national roads to reduce usage and
congestion on the M50 would be dependent on inter-county linkages and lies outside of the remit of the Louth County
Development Plan.
Although not a public transport provider, the Council has an important role to play in accommodating public transport
in the county as a well functioning public transport system is key to providing a viable alternative transport mode to
help address the needs of residents/visitors, social exclusion and achieve climate action goals. The Council will
support and facilitate transport service providers where possible, in the expansion of services and improvements to
the quality of services on offer. Policies in the Draft Plan will seek to facilitate the improvement and expansion of
public bus services where they strengthen linkages throughout the county and beyond and support and facilitate the
Transport Coordination Units through the provision of improved public transport in and throughout the rural areas of
the county.
Congestion in Carlingford is due somewhat to the juxtaposition of a medieval street pattern with a burgeoning
number of visitors/tourists/residents with associated traffic movements and a one way traffic system.
On-street parking and public car parks at specific times cannot adequately cater for traffic movements.
The Draft Plan will include policies to identify and develop a dedicated car park in or in close proximity to the village
and include policies to alleviate traffic congestion and car parking inadequacies through the implementation of an
agreed traffic management plan in consultation with the relevant stakeholders and public.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
The importance of permeability and connectivity in towns and villages will be reflected in appropriate policy in the
Draft Plan. Policies supporting the Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets, car parking standards, shared
parking, Mobility Management Plans and the preparation of Local Transport Plans for Dundalk and Drogheda, will
also be included.
The Council in recognition of Greenways as a sustainable transport mode, tourist activity, support to rural
communities, promoter of healthy lifestyles and as a means of protecting natural assets, will strengthen and expand
related policy in the Draft Plan.
Policies in relation to the Motorway Interchanges will have regard to the Spatial Planning and National Roads,
Guidelines for Planning Authorities 2012. Support and provision of both bus and car based park and ride facilities,
including at motorway interchanges and subject to a full appraisal will be included in policy. A network of Electric
Vehicle supporting infrastructure in accordance with national policy will be encouraged and facilitated by appropriate
policy in the Draft Plan.
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The Council recognises the importance of public transport and will include policies in the Draft Plan supporting and
facilitating transport providers in the expansion and improvement of services including rail and bus projects identified
in the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and improvements and strengthening of rail services on the Dublin to
Belfast rail line. This policy support will extend to the Transport Coordination Units in providing improved public
transport in and throughout the rural areas of the county
The Draft Plan will include policy supporting the delivery of identified road projects including the N52 Ardee By-pass
and the upgrade of the N2 Ardee to south of Castleblaney.
Policies supporting the identification and development of a car park and implementation of a traffic management plan
will be included in the Draft Plan relating to Carlingford.
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3.3 Economic Development
The following submissions made reference to Economic Development related issues in the
County:
4, 9, 10,12, 43, 61, 65, 66, 67, 68, 89, 94, 99, 101, 232

General:
The Development Plan provides an opportunity to develop a policy based approach to Brexit that will assist in
attracting and supporting Foreign Direct Investment and local, indigenous industry to the area.
Employment and Enterprise Lands:
It was identified that Louth has a locational advantage due to its road (Motorway) and rail links to Dublin and that this
should be maximised with regard to employment generation and economic development. In addition to Foreign Direct
Investment there are also opportunities to develop social enterprises, tourism infrastructure, micro energy production
and education in the County. It was indicated that the Plan should support and embrace the concept of remote
working and should support local industry and enterprise.
It was requested that recognition is given to the fact that new businesses initially operate at a small scale and that the
Development Plan facilitates the development of such enterprises. The importance of providing community and
enterprise hubs throughout the County was highlighted. Support for the expansion of Dunleer’s industrial base was
requested and provision be made for employment lands in the Level 4 settlements that would support and facilitate
the development of small businesses and enterprises. It was suggested that the employment and enterprise lands
are expanded in the County, particularly in the Regional Growth Centres of Dundalk and Drogheda.
Economic Business Zone at Carrickcarnon:
It is requested that the Economic Business Zone identified at Carrickcarnon as part of Variation no.1 of the
Development Plan is continued in the Draft Plan and that any policy relating to development at motorway
interchanges includes a caveat that this would not relate to the Economic Business Zone at Carrickcarnon which is
c.1.8km north of Junction 20.
Rural Enterprises:
In terms of rural enterprise, objectives should recognise that many commercial activities cannot operate in towns and
a positive attitude to pre-existing non conforming uses be adopted.
Commercial/Town Centre:
It was requested that a specific policy supporting Town Centre Health Checks is included in the Draft Plan and a set
of indicators identified to monitor and identify the implementation of the ‘Town Centre First’ policy which focuses on
directing all new development to the historic town core or the edge of the historic core of the Regional Growth
Centres of Dundalk and Drogheda.
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In relation to Neighbourhood Centres it was indicated that there are local retail centres where there are lands that are
either unavailable or unsuitable for the provision of a Neighbourhood Centre. It was suggested that in built up areas
on the ‘suburban’ edge of a settlement that the definition of a Neighbourhood Centre should apply to a cluster of
individual businesses that would meet the needs of the existing and emerging residential community.
Tourism:
It was suggested that the Tourism section of the Development Plan should be divided into 3 subheadings with
associated policies and objectives and a County Tourism Strategy promoting Activity Tourism, co-ordination with
adjoining counties, protection of key landscape resources, protection of the environment, and public access.
A number of submissions received indicated that Drogheda is under-performing as a tourist destination. It was
suggested that the tourist potential of the town could be bolstered by building on the success of the Fleadh and
creating a summer festival. It was also suggested that the designation/identification of Drogheda as a UNESCO
Heritage Town and improvements to the facilities and services at St. Laurence’s Gate, Millmount and Bolton Street
Market and the provision of additional overnight accommodation in locations such as the Old Mill would bolster
tourism in the town. In addition it was identified that there is an opportunity to provide bus tours in the Drogheda,
Dundalk, and Carlingford area.
The Boyne Valley was highlighted as an important tourist asset in the County. Additional infrastructure such as hostel
accommodation on the Boyne Cycleway from Navan to Drogheda was suggested.
Carlingford:
The importance of the Cooley and Carlingford Peninsula as both a tourist destination and a trading port used for
economic and recreational purposes has been highlighted. Recent investments in facilities in the area such as the
greenway have raised the profile of the area and increased tourism however further investment is required if the area
is to continue to grow and attract visitors.
There were contrasting views received with regard to accommodation in the area. Concerns were expressed
regarding excessive numbers of short term lets in the Carlingford/Cooley area which is a rent pressure zone.
Families cannot afford to live in the area which immediately needs to be dealt with through enforcement. It was
indicated that tourist accommodation should be provided through hotels, B&B and self catering accommodation.
There were also submissions received identifying the need for more self-catering accommodation in the area. It was
indicated the Council has taken enforcement proceedings against properties providing such accommodation in the
rural area surrounding Carlingford. Concerns were raised about the potential damage this is having on the local
economy. It was suggested that the generic policy relating to self-catering accommodation is reviewed and
consideration is given to giving Carlingford and its Environs a special status with regard to tourism that would allow
existing rural based self-catering accommodation to be regularised and to encourage a sustainable level of growth
that would be a counter balance to the unchecked growth of urban based accommodation.
The potential negative aspects of increased visitors to an area such as litter, noise and traffic congestion were
identified. Measures to control these issues are needed in the Draft Plan and for these to be enforced. It is suggested
that these could be introduced by the way of bye laws.
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Development at Motorway Interchanges:
It was requested that policy EDE12 in the current County Development Plan which supports development at
identified ‘urban’ motorway interchanges and Policy EDE13, which is to resist development at ‘rural’ related
motorway interchanges are carried forward into the Draft Plan.
Development in Proximity to the National Border and National and Regional Roads:
There were requests that consideration is given to the potential positive contribution that lands in proximity to the
national border and in proximity to national and regional roads would have with regard to employment creation and
business development in Dundalk.

Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
General
It is acknowledged that the potential impacts of the UK withdrawal from the EU will create uncertainty and volatility in
the economy at a national, regional, and local level. It is therefore important that the Draft Plan will be able to allow
businesses and potential investors to respond to the challenges surrounding Brexit. In this regard the Council will
continue to work closely with government bodies and state agencies including the IDA, Enterprise Ireland, and the
Local Enterprise Office alongside the business community, in formulating a robust policy response to Brexit at a
County level that will continue to attract jobs and investment to the County.
Employment and Enterprise
The primary focus of economic development in the County will be in the Regional Growth Centres of Drogheda and
Dundalk. It is also recognised that settlements such as Ardee and Dunleer have the potential to make a positive
contribution to the economic growth of the County. In the smaller, rural settlements there will also be opportunities for
the development of business and enterprise of an appropriate scale.
The Economic Strategy will support the development of both foreign and indigenous industries in the County. The
benefits of creating co-working centres where people can work remotely which would reduce the need to travel are
acknowledged. There are certain rural based enterprises that have site specific reasons to be located in the open
countryside. The current Plan includes provision for such enterprises. This policy approach will be continued in the
Draft Plan.
A submission requested that a positive approach is taken to existing non-conforming enterprises in the countryside.
This is not something that can be provided for in the Development Plan. The assessment of planning applications is
a separate process to the Development Plan process where there is a requirement for applications to be assessed
against Development Plan policy and associated section 28 guidelines in addition to other matters set out in Section
34 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).
Economic Business Zone at Carrickcarnon:
The query relating to Carrickcarnon is site specific. This stage of the Development Plan process focuses on
‘strategic’ issues rather than specific sites.
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Commercial/Town Centre:
The advantages of town centre living with increased densities, sustainable transport and changes in car parking
requirements coupled with a re-imagining of the town centres purpose for more wide ranging uses including arts,
culture, entertainment, social innovation and entrepreneurship is acknowledged and will be supported in policy
formulation in the Draft Plan.
A Retail Strategy to be carried out as part of the preparation of the Draft Plan will include an analysis of the strengths
and weaknesses of the core retail areas such as accessibility, vacancy rates, and the general performance of town
centres. This Strategy will assist in formulating policies and objectives relating to town centre development and
supporting development that reinvigorates and brings vibrancy to the town centre.
In relation to the definition of ‘Neighbourhood Centres’ the Draft Plan will be guided by the definition set out in the
Retail Planning Guidelines published in 2012.
Tourism:
There will be a specific section in the Economic Chapter of the Draft Plan that will set out the Tourism Strategy for
the County. This will be structured in a simple format where the key messages and information can be identified. The
Draft Plan will continue to support the provision of tourist facilities and infrastructure in the County, subject to such
facilities meeting the relevant planning and environmental criteria.
With regard to Drogheda it is acknowledged that there are opportunities to attract additional tourists to the town due
to its unique heritage in addition to its location at the gateway to the Boyne Valley. The Boyne Valley Tourism
Strategy 2016-2020 identified Drogheda as a Destination Town. The process of Drogheda being designated as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site would entail engagement and collaboration between multiple stakeholders and
agencies. It is a standalone project that would require consideration separate from the Development Plan process.
Carlingford:
The economic potential of Carlingford is also recognised. It is acknowledged that the popularity of the area as a
tourist destination has resulted in the primary use of a significant number of properties being for tourist
accommodation. It is important that there is an appropriate balance of properties that are available for local residents
to live in whilst also continuing to meet the needs of a growing tourism sector. In order to ensure that tourism in the
area develops on a sustainable platform it is considered that the primary location of tourist accommodation should be
within Carlingford close to local services and facilities. The Draft Plan will support the provision of additional
infrastructure and amenities that would further enhance the visitor experience and attractiveness of the area as a
tourist destination.
With regard to alleged unauthorised development in the Carlingford area and the potential impact this is having on
the local economy, the Council is required by legislation, to investigate such unauthorised development. This is a
separate process outside of the Development Plan review.
The introduction of bye-laws relating to traffic, noise and litter falls outside the remit of the Development Plan process
however there will be general policies included in the Plan to preserve the local landscape and environment and to
protect residential amenities.
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Development at Motorway Interchanges:
In relation to developments at Motorway Interchanges and on national and regional roads policies contained in the
Draft Plan will have regard to the Spatial Planning and National Roads, Guidelines for Planning Authorities 2012.
Further, in accordance with the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy Guiding Principles and policy objectives, the
Draft Plan shall seek to manage and enhance the capacity and safety of the regions strategic land transport network
to ensure their optimal use.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
To continue to support economic investment in the County by preparing an Economic Strategy that sets out the key
Economic Strengths of the County including the locational advantage of the Regional Growth Centres of Dundalk and
Drogheda along the Dublin-Belfast Economic Corridor. Dealing with the challenges and uncertainties associated with
the UK withdrawal from the EU will be set out in the Strategy.
This Strategy will include policies supporting employment generating activities by foreign and indigenous businesses
and enterprises and continued collaboration with the IDA, Enterprise Ireland and the Local Enterprise Office in
expanding the economic base of the County.
The Retail Strategy will set out a framework for future retail development in the County which will support the
regeneration and enhancement of town and village centres.
There will be specific policies supporting the continued growth and expansion of tourism in the County and the
implementation of the Boyne Valley Tourism Strategy.
The Transport and Movement Chapter will include policies relating to developments at Motorway Interchanges.
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3.4 Social Strategy
The following submissions made reference to Social Strategy related issues in the County:
5, 10, 17, 23, 43, 65, 66, 68, 84, 92

From the submissions received it is apparent that there is support for the development of compact and sustainable
communities.
A couple of submissions requested that with growing populations, additional lands are allocated for school sites in
Dundalk and Drogheda and that recreational facilities are retained in the interest of physical and mental well being.
A submission regarding Ardee advised of excessive community/educational lands which would be better reduced or
alternative uses permitted thereon. Tourism facilities may be more appropriately located on such lands to improve
vibrancy and vitality in the town centre. Limited commercial development by private investment on institutional lands
and buildings would help ensure conservation and protection.
Small villages (specifically referenced Stabannon) should grow to maintain communities whilst supporting and
maintaining services, including improvements to the rural transport scheme. There is a need for a return to small
scale social and affordable housing schemes.
A couple of submissions were received specifically relating to Carlingford and in this regard requested that quality of
life be considered going forward where town centre living needs to balance growth with the residents needs and thus
development should be based on environmental sensitivities including social responsibilities to residents and visitors.
Issues relating to noise, littering, recycling, toilet and lighting facilities, public transport and amenities need to be
addressed.
Submissions relating to the provision of accommodation for an ageing population were made to include independent
living, proximity to the town centre alongside the provision of public transport all of which are key to building social
capital. It was suggested that Nursing Homes be permitted in or adjacent to Level 3’s and 4’s and a regional hospital
be provided at Junction 14 on the M1.
Submissions were received seeking investment in and prioritisation of public health and healthy lifestyles. Linked to
this was also the need for the Development Plan to provide details of walking, hiking and cycling routes in the County
supported by appropriate policies.
There was a proposal that where social and community facilities and playing fields outgrow their facilities that the
land be available for consolidation of urban settlements.
A request was made that Louth County Council address inequality and poverty and in this regard it should increase
capacity of community development including healthcare facilities and education with investment in training. The
need to build social capital and deal with exclusion was raised.
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Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
The Department of Education and Skills is responsible for the delivery of educational facilities and services. The role
of the Council in education provision is to ensure that adequate serviceable land is available in appropriate locations
to meet both current and future requirements. The Council will liaise with the Department of Education and Skills
during the Plan making process in assessing the need and in the provision of education facilities having regard to the
projected population growth in both the Regional Growth Centre’s of Dundalk and Drogheda and all other
settlements. This will include policies in the Draft Plan for the reservation of sufficient zoned land for expansion of
existing schools and/or provision of new schools, where considered necessary. The Draft Plan will also have regard
to the Section 28 Guidelines entitled “The Provision of Schools and the Planning System” (2008). In terms of these
Guidelines, the importance of the provision of space for recreational and sports activities, which help support an
effective learning environment and physical and mental well being, is recognised.
To establish if there is an overprovision of educational/community lands and consider the uses permitted thereon in
Ardee, it is necessary to undertake an analysis of assets and an evidence based assessment of capacity and need.
This is important having regard to the Settlement Strategy of the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and the
identification of Ardee (Self Sustaining Growth Centre) to ensure there are adequate lands to cater for compact
sustainable and sequential future population growth. Tourism facilities such as hotels etc are permitted and or open
for consideration under a range of land uses but notwithstanding this, such issues will be explored during the drafting
of the Plan and the Ardee Local Area Plan.
Stabannon as a Level 4 Settlement has a development boundary within which lands are not zoned but which allows
primarily for residential development with limited local facilities due to a lack of foul drainage. Low impact local
services which contribute to supporting diversification and growth in the local rural economy may be considered.
Housing provision is in accordance with national policy as outlined in Rebuilding Ireland 2016 and the Council and its
partners have been actively involved in the delivery of housing programmes throughout the county. Issues raised in
relation to rural transport are addressed in the Transport and Movement Section.
Carlingford village experienced both residential and tourism growth which has the potential to cause divergences
between the two land uses. The Draft Plan will include policies to support Carlingford in its role as a local rural
service centre for its indigenous population and that of the rural hinterland where the principles of social, economic
and environmental sensitivities are enshrined. Policies in relation to noise, nuisance, lighting traffic and amenities will
continue be included in the Draft Plan. However issues such as enforcement lie outside the remit of the Draft Plan.
The Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy requires that local authorities ensure the integration of age friendly
strategies in the Plan including the provision of flexible housing typologies, buildings and spaces that avoid
separation and segregation. Guidance documentation is available to help local authorities improve the quality of life
for older people and seek to ensure they have housing suited to their needs. Louth, which was the first age friendly
county produced, in conjunction with others the Louth Age Friendly County Strategy which aims to improve the lives
of all older people in Louth. The Draft Plan will explore policies which seek to promote universal design, well
designed lifetime adaptable housing, residential care homes for older people, nursing homes etc particularly in urban
areas and potentially on Brownfield and Infill sites, which are close to public transport and existing services and
facilities.
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The provision of nursing homes within Levels 1, 2 and 3 is a policy which promotes sustainable development due to
proximity to services and facilities and the availability of piped infrastructure. The responsibility for deciding the
location of new hospitals is a national decision taken by government based on advice from various agencies and
stakeholders including the Department of Health and the Health Services Executive. The National Development Plan
2018-2027 does not make any reference to the provision of a new acute/regional hospital in Louth. The inclusion of
any reference to same would result in the Plan being inconsistent with national and regional policy in relation to
same.
The Draft Plan will, through policy and in accordance with the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy facilitate the
development of primary health care centres, hospitals, clinics and facilities to cater for the specific needs of an
ageing population in appropriate urban areas. The importance of a healthy lifestyle for all will be highlighted in the
Draft Plan through policies seeking to protect and enhance the natural and built environment thus encouraging a
healthy active lifestyle and in supporting public health policy such as Healthy Ireland and the National Physical
Activity Plan. Issues raised in relation to walking/hiking and cycling are addressed in the Transport and Movement
Section.
A focus on compact growth and increased densities in urban areas requires a greater alignment between developing
communities and the provision of recreational, social and community facilities. In accordance with the Regional
Spatial and Economic Strategy, the Council will support through policies the provision of easily accessible social,
community, cultural and recreational facilities meeting the needs of the community.
The Council is committed to developing a more socially inclusive society whilst promoting participation and access
for all. National documents which support the development of a socially inclusive County Louth will inform policies to
be included in the Draft Plan relating to diversity, social inclusion, access to childcare, education and health services
etc.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
Designation of the settlements (Level 2, 3 and 4 in the current Development Plan) will be defined during the
preparation of the Draft Plan. Policies will be included herein requiring that population and housing targets are in
accordance with the Plan’s Core Strategy and Settlement Hierarchy. Policies will ensure adequate provision of
educational and community facilities to cater for existing and future compact sustainable population growth.
The Council is committed to developing a more socially inclusive society whilst promoting participation and access
for all which will be reflected and included in the Draft Plan. This will also include exploring policies which seek to
promote universal design and well designed lifetime adaptable housing etc.
Policies which seek the provision of easily accessible social, community, cultural and recreational facilities, support
the provision of nursing homes, primary health care centres, and other community facilities to cater for an ageing
population and promote a healthy lifestyle through enhancing the natural and built environment will feature in the
Draft Plan.
The Draft Plan will include policies to support Carlingford in its role as a local rural service centre for its indigenous
population and that of the rural hinterland where the principles of social, economic and environmental sensitivities are
enshrined.
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3.5 Built and Natural Heritage
The following submissions made reference to Built and Natural Heritage related issues in the
County:
10, 21, 23, 43, 67, 68, 76, 84, 89, 94

There is strong support for the protection of the natural environment of the County and this, alongside the built
environment will be reinforced in the policies and objectives of the Draft Plan as they are key assets in sustaining a
high quality of life for the residents of the county and an important sustainable tourism resource.
A couple of submissions identified the need for the adoption of a Heritage Plan and deemed this to be a necessity in
supporting the Development Plan heritage objectives. It was further considered that such a Plan should conform to
the Development Plan.
The importance of adopting a Louth Biodiversity Action Plan was highlighted to help inform and assist policy
formulation in the Development Plan as how to respond to climate change challenges and the negative impacts
accruing from biodiversity loss. Improved public access and connection with habitats of adjoining counties was
proposed and the loss of biodiversity halted through surveys, actions and management. The importance of
biodiversity and forestry is recognised as being key to clean water, air and a safe and secure food system.
Trees should be native, deciduous and if in municipal areas only felled if they pose a health and safety risk. Other
suggestions related to halting the loss of wetlands, the inclusion of policies regarding invasive species, hedge/verge
cutting, update of environmental bye-laws.
Suggestions that both wording and policy relating to Geological Sites, Landscape Character Areas, Views and
Prospects, Scenic Routes, and Battlefield Sites be expanded, strengthened and or modified was raised.
A submission requested the number of Protected Structures included in the RPS be reduced as such designations
hinder the maintenance of the buildings themselves. The importance of particular built heritage features concentrated
in the Drogheda area was acknowledged including Mellifont Abbey and the town’s walls and gates.
In terms of Archaeology, a merging of policies and greater protection afforded to Archaeology in addition to the
inclusion of policies in relation to burial grounds and graveyards were proposed.
A submission was made specifically relating to Clogherhead Headland recognising its Natura 2000 status, its Areas
of Outstanding Natural Beauty, viewpoints and the need for any future economic development strategy to respect the
ecology and heritage of the area, recognising that the headland is an adjunct, an option amongst others and the
protection of which is the key overriding policy. Collaboration with the community was deemed vital.
Submissions relating to Carlingford where reference was made to its medieval fabric, its location within the Colley
Peninsula, and a suggestion that it be identified as an Area of Special Conservation were made. The development of
the village should be based on inter alia sensitivity to the natural environment.
Additional policies need to be included in Green Infrastructure in relation to inter alia the coast, inland waterways,
natural heritage, wetlands, peatlands, mass rocks/holy wells, environment and amenities etc.
66 | P a g e

Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
The Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht is currently in the process of preparing a national heritage
plan “Heritage Ireland 2030” which is due to publish in Spring 2020. Louth currently has a Draft Heritage Plan which it
is anticipated will be adopted in 2020 with corresponding policies and objectives included in the Draft Plan to promote
its implementation which will further support and accord with the policies of the Draft Plan.
Irelands National Biodiversity Action Plan was adopted in 2017. Louth is set to adopt the Louth Biodiversity Action
Plan in 2020 which will help inform and guide policy formulation in the Draft Plan, respond to climate change and the
negative impacts of biodiversity loss. The Draft Plan will include policies guided and informed by the Regional Spatial
and Economic Strategy and will, in conjunction with inter alia the Green Infrastructure Strategy, seek to protect and
enhance biodiversity in the County. The importance of forestry, trees and woodlands will continue to be recognised
and protected by policy in the Draft Plan as will policies in relation to invasive species. Issues in relation to
hedge/verge cutting are covered by the National Parks and Wildlife Service and an update of environmental bye-laws
lies outside the remit of the Draft Plan.
The Council will investigate the strengthening and expansion of policies in relation to heritage for inclusion in the
Draft Plan having regard to national guidance and in accordance with the policy objectives of the Regional Spatial
and Economic Strategy.
Additions to and deletions from the Record of Protected Structure can be done during the Development Plan process
or otherwise through a Section 55 procedure. Having regard to the Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines
deletions should only take place where the Planning Authority considers the protection is no longer warranted, or
where it is considered that it would be better protected through inclusion in an ACA. In general, works of repair and
maintenance to a Protected Structure where carried out in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines do not
require planning permission. Grants are also available through various schemes operated by Louth County Council
to assist owners with the costs of repairs and conservation works to protected structures. The importance and
protection of the town walls, gates and other historic structures in Drogheda and indeed throughout the County will
continue to be recognised in policies and objectives of the Draft Plan and Joint Local Area Plan.
The Council will investigate further the strengthening, support and addition of archaeological policies for inclusion in
the Draft Plan having regard to national guidance and in accordance with the policy objectives of the Regional Spatial
and Economic Strategy.
The protection of Clogherhead’s unspoilt natural environment will continue as a key policy in the Draft Plan. It
recognises and sustains the benefits provided by the environment whilst delivering economic and social goals. All
proposed policies and objectives of the Draft Plan will be subject to Strategic Environmental Assessment,
Appropriate Assessment and Strategic Flood Risk Assessment. Collaboration with the community and the public is
available at the various stages in the preparation of the Development Plan.
The importance of Carlingford, its medieval fabric and location within the Cooley Peninsula is recognised in the
Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy and will be further strengthened in policies in the Draft Plan. Such policies
will seek to protect and strengthen the natural and built environment through its protection of Architectural
Conservation Areas, Protected Structures, Area of Special Archaeological Interest, Town Walls, Green Infrastructure,
Views and Prospects, Special Area of Conservation, Special Protection Areas, proposed Natural Heritage Areas,
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty and Areas of High Scenic Quality.
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A Special Area of Conservation is a European Designation forming part of the EU wide Natura 2000 Network of
which there are two such designations in Carlingford: Carlingford Shore and Carlingford Mountain. Such designations
lie outside the remit of the Development Plan. In response to the issue of Green Infrastructure, the Draft Plan will in
its policies and in accordance with the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy, identify, protect and enhance the
Green Infrastructure and ecosystem services and promote the sustainable management of natural assets in both
rural and urban settings. The inclusion of additional assets will be fully considered during the drafting of such policies.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
The importance of the Built and Natural Heritage in the County is fully recognised by the Council. Policies will seek to
promote and implement the Heritage and Biodiversity Plans in addition to protecting and enhancing green
infrastructure, trees, woodlands etc and management of these assets in urban and rural settings. Policies relating to
Protected Structures and Archaeology will continue to feature in the Draft Plan policy.
The importance of Clogherhead’s unspoilt natural environment and Carlingford’s rich natural and built environment
will continue to be supported in the Draft Plan.
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3.6 Environment and Climate
The following submissions made reference to Environment and Climate related issues in the
County:
6, 21, 43, 67, 69, 86, 89, 232

Sustainable Development Goals:
It was suggested that the Development Plan should include a series of Sustainable Development Goals that would
be a fundamental part of the Plan. These Goals should focus on key areas such as agriculture, the development of
renewable energy, and sustainable transport and should encourage best practice with regards to impacts on the
environment.
Climate Change:
The submissions received recognised that as part of the process of dealing with climate change there is a need to
reduce our carbon footprint. This will assist in achieving national targets with regard to greenhouse gas emissions. It
was suggested that the Council should calculate existing carbon emissions and prepare a roadmap for reducing
these emissions. This includes an audit of embedded carbon in existing buildings in historic towns and villages. This
roadmap and audit could be set out in the Draft Plan.
The role of planning in addressing climate change by promoting more compact settlements and sustainable modes of
transport and limiting one off housing and urban sprawl was highlighted.
It was recommended that the Council should be proactive in its approach to dealing with the issue of climate change.
This includes the development of a sustainable economic model and the preparation of a transport model that
supports the electrification of the rail line, an increase in the number of rail stations, and a frequent bus service.
There is also an opportunity to retrofit street lighting with more sustainable street lighting. It was also suggested that
the Council takes a more active role in the generation and sale of zero carbon electricity and the shift towards a
greater use of renewable energy such as solar power.
It was suggested that the residential zoning on any lands under the level of 5metre Mean Sea Level should be
removed until adequate flood defences are available.
In relation to commercial development it was suggested that an estimate of the carbon impact of the development is
provided and this should be assessed against any alternative approaches to the development.
Due to the location of Louth along the Dublin-Belfast Economic Corridor it is an important centre for logistics and the
distribution of goods and services. It is requested that consideration is given to the impact of the expansion of this
sector on the carbon footprint of the County as part of the preparation of the Draft Plan.
Investment in Public Transport:
It is considered that public transport in the County is inadequate and the result of this is that car ownership is a
necessity. If there was more frequent and wider public transport availability there would be less reliance on the public
car.
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Biodiversity:
Through the implementation of the Biodiversity Plan there is an opportunity to protect local species and habitats such
as Ardee Bog, Clogherhead, Boyne Estuary, Cooley Mountains etc. Protection of the environment should be the
default position. The protection of these habitats would be strengthened by the services of an ecologist. It was also
recommended that the Council adopts the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan and expands programmes such as the Dunleer
Sustainable Energy Community. The assistance of experts and resources in DkIT would provide useful assistance in
the development of these strategies.
In the Regional Growth Centres of Dundalk and Drogheda it was suggested that there is an opportunity to carry out
Riverside Studies in the towns to identify the potential for the development of amenities such as greenways.
It is recognised that there is an opportunity to support and develop the marine environment in the County and if the
habitats and species are sustainably managed they can be an important asset for the local economy and community.
There is also an opportunity for the Council to support biodiversity in the County by planting additional trees and
hedgerows. This would have the dual benefit of improving biodiversity and offsetting greenhouse gas emissions.
Noise and Air Pollution:
As part of the preparation of a strategy for town centre living in Dundalk and Drogheda it is suggested that a Noise
and Air Quality Study is carried out.
Recycling and Waste Disposal:
The need to promote recycling through education was identified. It is suggested that the frequency of waste disposal
services needs to be increased.
The efforts of the Council in dealing with littering and illegal dumping are acknowledged however it is considered that
continued efforts and enforcement along with additional facilities in order to address the issue are required.

Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
Sustainable Development Goals
It is noted that the National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy indicate that the
National and Regional Strategic Outcomes in these documents are aligned with the UN Sustainable Development
Goals, to which Ireland is a signatory. The Draft Plan will be consistent with national and regional policy therefore will
also be closely aligned with these Sustainable Development Goals. Reference to the Sustainable Development
Goals will be acknowledged in the Draft Plan.
Climate Change
Dealing with climate change will be a fundamental part of the Draft Plan and will be a cross-cutting theme in each
chapter covering issues such as compact development, sustainable transport, renewable energy, and energy
efficiency and conservation. The Climate Change Adaptation Strategy published by the Council in 2019 sets out the
challenges the Council is facing in relation to climate change together with the national targets regarding emissions
and energy efficiency.
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The Draft Plan will support the implementation of this Strategy and will promote collaboration between various
agencies, businesses and community groups in meeting these challenges. The Council has been proactive in
supporting projects relating to energy efficiency and conservation. For example the Council is part of a national
programme of installing high quality LED lighting in the public lighting which will result in a reduction in costs and
energy consumption. The Council has also undertaken projects to retrofit homes to improve energy rating and make
them more energy efficient. The Draft Plan will continue to support through policy, the roll out of such projects,
initiatives and other appropriate technical upgrades and guidance as it arises.
In relation to requiring details of the carbon emissions associated with commercial developments to be included with
planning applications it is considered that at present there is insufficient baseline data available to Local Authorities
or applicants/developers as to how this data can be calculated and measured against a particular development type
or land use zoning category. Further guidance and information at a national level would be required to allow such an
assessment to be incorporated into the Development Plan and Development Management process.
A Strategic Flood Risk Assessment will be prepared as part of the preparation of the Draft Plan. This Strategic Flood
Risk Assessment will inform the strategy for dealing with areas that are at potential risk of flooding.
The majority of goods and services in the country are transported and distributed via the road network. As the
economy has expanded there has been an increase in traffic and congestion on the road network, resulting in an
increase in emissions in this sector. By focusing economic growth in the Regional Growth Centres of Drogheda and
Dundalk and supporting the creation of more compact settlements there will be an opportunity for businesses to
cluster which will reduce the need to travel. In addition, the Draft Plan will support the concept of remote working
through the development of co-working facilities that would function as an outreach to city based employers.
Investment in Public Transport
Whilst the Council does not provide public transport it has a role to play in accommodating same. It is acknowledged
that the availability of public transport in rural areas is limited. As part of the preparation of the Draft Plan the Council
will liaise with the National Transport Authority and public transport providers in exploring ways to improve public
transport availability in the County. This includes the continued development of the ‘Local Link’ rural transport
service.
Noise and Air Pollution:
As part of the strategy of creating more compact settlements there will be support for the creation of vibrant and
‘liveable’ town centres where people will choose to live. The preparation of the Draft Plan will therefore identify
policies that will support town centre living. It is not considered that there is a requirement to carry out specific studies
relating to noise and air quality in town centres as part of this process. These issues will be addressed as part of the
Environmental Studies to be carried out as part of the review of the Development Plan.
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Biodiversity:
The Council will continue to investigate the feasibility of identifying potential routes for greenways throughout the
County including Drogheda and Dundalk.
The Council recognises the importance of biodiversity in supporting ecosystems and in this regard anticipates the
adoption of the Louth Biodiversity Action Plan in 2020 and in the interim will continue to support the Draft Biodiversity
Action Plan.
The issue regarding the requirement for an ecologist is not one that can be addressed as part of the Development
Plan process.
Recycling and Waste Disposal:
Encouraging people to recycle waste is a key element of reducing the depletion of natural resources and the volume
of waste sent to landfill and incinerators. The Draft Plan will continue to promote recycling and support the provision
of additional recycling facilities in the County where required. With regard to the frequency of waste disposal services
these services are not provided by the Local Authority and this is not an issue that can be addressed as part of the
Development Plan process.
The Council is striving to address the issue of littering and illegal dumping. Whilst this is not an issue that specifically
falls under the remit of the Development Plan, the Draft Plan will support the implementation of the Eastern-Midlands
Waste Management Plan, which deals with same.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
Where a policy alignment is identified between the Draft Plan and the ‘UN Sustainable Development Goals’ as set
out in the National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy a reference to these
Sustainable Development Goals will be made.
Policies will be included in the Draft Plan supporting the implementation of the 2019 Climate Action Plan and the
implementation of measures that would support national targets with regards to reduction in emissions, renewable
energy, recycling, and energy conservation and efficiency. There will also be a policy supporting the implementation
of the Biodiversity Action Plan for the County.
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3.7 Infrastructure
The following submissions made reference to Infrastructure related issues in the County:
6, 10, 21, 43, 61, 67, 68, 94

Renewable Energy:
There was support given to the development of the renewable energy sector in the County and the inclusion of
policies and objectives relating to same in the Plan. The Cooley Peninsula was identified as a particular location for
the development of wind energy and offshore tidal energy.
It is suggested that Louth County Council should set an example and move towards renewables as its energy
source. As part of the strategy of promoting renewables it was recognised that there is potential for the Council to
work alongside DkIT in encouraging other organisations to switch to renewable energy.
In addition to the positive impacts of renewable energy a number of submissions identified some of the potential
adverse impacts including noise and visual impact. It is suggested that a condition relating to the monitoring of noise
associated with the rotation of blades in a turbine is attached to any wind farm development (as required on the
Denbrook Wind Farm in England).
Clarity has been sought in the submissions as to whether or not state agencies such as the ESB, Bord na Mona or
Coillte will have preferred status over private individuals in the development of renewable energy projects.
Electricity Infrastructure:
In relation to the installation of transmission lines it is suggested that amendments are made to the existing policy to
include for the consideration of the re-routing or undergrounding of transmission lines.
Flooding and Surface Water:
It is highlighted in the submissions that there are issues with flooding in Dunleer. It is requested that the public are
informed of any proposals to alleviate flooding in the settlement.
Reference was also made to drainage proposals as part of the restoration of the quarry in Dunleer owned by Kilsaran
Concrete Ltd with an alternative route for this surface water drainage suggested.

Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
Renewable Energy:
As part of the move to a low carbon energy future the Draft Plan will continue its support for the development of
renewable energy in accordance with national and regional guidance. The Revised Wind Energy Guidelines and the
Marine Planning Framework which were placed on public consultation in Q4 of 2019 will inform the policies for the
development of renewable energy in the Draft Plan. It is also understood that the Department of Communication,
Climate Action and Environment are currently preparing a revised Renewable Electricity Policy Development
Framework. It is anticipated that this framework will guide the development of large scale renewable electricity
projects on land.
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The Council recognises the value of a Renewable Energy Strategy in setting out a roadmap for the development of
renewable energy in the County. A policy will be included in the Draft Plan supporting the preparation of this Strategy
during the life of the Plan.
The identification of any Strategic Energy Zones by Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly as per objective 7.35 in
the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy will inform the Renewable Energy Strategy at a County level.
The Council has been proactive in promoting and supporting the transition towards renewable energy and has
collaborated with various agencies, businesses, and community groups including the Sustainable Energy Authority of
Ireland. Kingspan and Electric Ireland in the area of energy efficiency by both applying for and undertaking projects,
an example of which is the retrofitting of homes and the installation of PV panels on a section of the roof of the
County Hall building in Dundalk. The Council will continue to promote and support such projects in order to reduce
our carbon footprint and promote energy conservation.
With regard to the query as to whether or not state agencies would have preferred status for renewable energy
projects over private individuals the primary consideration is whether or not the respective development complies
with the relevant Section 28 guidelines and Development Plan policy rather than the applicant of a particular
development.
Electricity Infrastructure:
In relation to the proposal to re-word the policy regarding the installation of electricity infrastructure and transmission
lines the respective policy will reflect national and regional guidance relating to same. Section 10.3 of the Regional
Spatial and Economic Strategy refers to the energy supply and includes a set of guiding principles with regard to
electricity infrastructure to be included in Development Plans. These principles will be used as part of the policy
formulation for electricity infrastructure in the Draft Plan.
Flooding and Surface Water:
In relation to flooding a Strategic Flood Risk Assessment will be prepared as part of the preparation of the Draft Plan.
The Office of Public Works, CFRAM Study has identified 5 areas in Louth to be prioritised for flood relief measures in
Dundalk, Drogheda, Carlingford, Baltray, and Ardee.
With regard to the specific query regarding the restoration of the quarry in Dunleer and the surface water proposals
this is not an issue that can be addressed as part of the Development Plan process.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
To include policies supporting electricity generation from renewable sources. With regard to Wind Energy specific
policies will be included in accordance with the Revised Wind Energy Guidelines. Policies relating to the installation
of electricity infrastructure and transmission lines will also be provided.
There will be a policy supporting the preparation of a Renewable Energy Strategy for the County.
Specific policies will be included in relation to flooding and surface water.
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3.8 Rural Development
The following submissions made reference to Rural Development related issues in the County:
10, 24, 25, 27, 28 - 37, 43, 57, 59, 62, 63, 66, 67, 68, 70, 71, 74, 80, 81, 82, 87, 88, 91, 94, 95, 96, 97,
102-123,124 - 208, 209, 210-229, 231, 232, 239

Rural Housing in Development Zone 6:
The majority of submissions received in relation to rural areas related to the qualifying criteria for a rural one-off
dwelling in Development Zone 6 of the current Development Plan.
These submissions indicated that the qualifying criteria is too strict and is having a detrimental impact on the local
community as it has reduced the opportunities for local people to build a house and live in the area. It has also
created problems for local farmers buying and selling land in the area.
Whilst the rationale for protecting this landscape is acknowledged, the submissions considered the policy to be too
restrictive. The buffer zone around the Monasterboice Tentative World Heritage Site was considered to be excessive.
A number of submissions indicated that there are lands within the buffer zone that would not be visible from Brú na
Bóinne or the Tentative World Heritage Site at Monasterboice. It is noted that there is a Strategic Housing
Development application currently with An Bord Pleanála in proximity to the buffer zone in County Meath that may be
visible. It is suggested that a better balance is struck in the Development Zone 6 policy that will meet the needs of the
local community whilst also protecting the local landscape. A rationale for the boundary around Development Zone 6
has been requested.
Agricultural Buildings in Development Zone 6:
Submissions received in relation to agricultural buildings is considered too restrictive and does not take account of
the changes to farming practices that requires for larger agricultural buildings of an appropriate scale to meet the
needs of farmers. It is suggested that development management assessment criteria in Development Zone 6 is
amended to allow screening or earth mounds as a method of mitigation for large agricultural buildings and that
guidance regarding the size and siting of agricultural buildings should be provided in the Plan.
Rural Development and Natural Resources:
A number of opportunities for developing the rural economy on a sustainable platform have been identified. These
include the development of renewable energy projects, planting native forests, and promoting organic farming.
Permaculture was identified as a possible method of people working together to integrate productive systems with
the surrounding environment.
Sustainable Living:
The need to create a rural environment where people can live an active and healthy lifestyle has been identified. It is
also requested that the Plan supports the provision of public transport in rural areas.
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Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
Rural Housing in Development Zone 6:
The reason for designating Development Zone 6 in the 2015-2021 CDP was to afford greater protection to the
UNESCO World Heritage Site of Brú na Bóinne, the UNESCO (Tentative) World Heritage Site of Monasterboice and
the Site of the Battle of the Boyne. It is acknowledged that this designation has placed restrictions on one off housing
in the area.
As part of the review of the Development Plan an analysis of the Development Zone 6 designation will be carried out
including a review of the extent of the lands within Development Zone 6 and whether or not the objectives of the
designation have been achieved.
With regard to the intermittent views from the Strategic Housing Development application in the Southern Environs of
Drogheda, which is in County Meath, section 6.2.3 of the Local Area Plan for the Southern Environs of Drogheda
requires any development in the subject location to safeguard any impact on the Brú na Bóinne World Heritage Site.
Agricultural Buildings in Development Zone 6:
In relation to the policy regarding agricultural buildings in Development Zone 6 a review of the policy will be carried
out with regard to the restrictions currently applicable to large scale agricultural buildings in the area, including
screening proposals as a means of mitigation. This could include additional guidance as to the most appropriate
location and scale for such buildings in the area if a site specific need is established whilst at the same time
preserving the integrity of the World Heritage Site.
Rural Development, Natural Resources, and Sustainable Living:
The Council recognises the contribution rural communities make to the County with regard to local employment, high
amenity areas, and high quality agricultural produce. It is also acknowledged that there are opportunities for rural
diversification projects that will contribute to the local economy and contribute to dealing with climate change. With
regard to rural transport the Council will continue to work closely with the National Transport Authority and local
operators of the ‘Local Link’ rural transport service to provide a service that strives to meet the transport needs of the
rural population in the County.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
The Council will review the Development Zone 6 designation and an analysis of the restrictions currently applicable
to the development of large agricultural buildings will also be carried out.
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3.9 Miscellaenous
The following submissions made reference to Miscellaenous related issues in the County:
10, 21, 23, 43, 67, 68, 76, 89, 94

General
The opportunity to strengthen the links between the Council and DkIT has been identified.
With regard to the future development of settlements it was suggested that consideration should be given to the
potential impact of new technologies such as artificial intelligence will have on the way we live and work.
It is also requested that the Plan supports the provision of a new regional hospital in the County at junction 14 on the
M1 and the reduction of tolls for motorists travelling on the motorway.
In relation to town and village centres it was suggested that a way of reducing light pollution would be to restrict shop
front lighting to the opening hours of the premises. It was also suggested that the Plan should promote modern
architecture, building design and energy efficiency.
Financial
A number of submissions related to financial issues including reducing dereliction by increasing taxes on derelict
properties and ring fencing monies from the Development Contribution Scheme to the development and surrounding
area.
It was recognised that the Council has an integral role in promoting and supporting Arts and Culture.
Submissions acknowledged there is experienced staff available who can support the rejuvenation of town and village
centres. This includes the identification of projects that might qualify for funding under the Urban and Rural
Regeneration Funds including publicly owned lands for which regeneration plans might be prepared.
Regional Hospital/Urban Regeneration
With regard to urban development’s including Strategic Housing Developments it is recommended that a ‘Town
Centre First’ policy approach is adopted to support the development and regeneration of urban centres.
Communication
With regard to the monitoring and implementation of the Development Plan it is recommended that a Public
Communications Strategy is prepared as part of this process.
Fencing of Open Land in the Countryside
In relation to rural based activities it is requested that additional policies are included in relation to the fencing of open
land and ensuring a balance is achieved with regard to compliance with Agri-Environment Option Scheme and
preserving the visual amenity of upland areas.
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Chief Executive’s Opinion on Issues Raised:
General
The Council recognises the benefits of the presence of DkIT in the County with regard to education, research and
collaborating with businesses and organisations in the area. The Draft Plan will support the strengthening of the
relationship between the Council and DkIT.
It is acknowledged that technological advances in the future have the possibility of changing the way people live. The
Draft Plan will support any technological changes that can improve connectivity between people and places and
create a better quality of life for people. It will also support any infrastructure investment required to facilitate the
delivery of such technology in the County.
With regard to the use of modern designs and building materials the Council would not be opposed to such
development as long as the local environment would not be compromised.
There are existing Guidelines for Shop Fronts published by the Council including advice on lighting.
Financial
In relation to the taxation of derelict buildings the Draft Plan provides an opportunity to include policies in relation to
the Vacant Site Register. This could form part of an Active Land Management Strategy in the County that would
encourage the re-use and regeneration of vacant and under-utilised sites.
The Development Contribution Scheme provides a list of projects across the County that will be funded/part funded
by Development Contributions. This Scheme has been prepared in accordance with the Guidelines for Development
Contributions published by the Department of Environment, Community and Local Government in 2013.
Transport Infrastructure Ireland has responsibility for overseeing the procurement and implementation of tolling
arrangements in Ireland. It is not something that can be addressed as part of the Development Plan process.
Regional Hospital/Urban Regeneration
The responsibility for deciding the location of new hospitals is a national decision taken by the government based on
advice from various agencies and stakeholders including the Department of Health and HSE. The National
Development Plan 2018-2027 does not make any reference to the provision of a new acute/regional hospital in
Louth. The inclusion of any reference to same would result in the Plan being inconsistent with national and regional
policy in relation to same.
In relation to regeneration projects the Council was successful in funding applications for projects in Drogheda,
Dundalk, and Ardee through the Urban and Rural Regeneration Funds. The Draft Plan will support the progression of
these projects and any other regeneration projects for which funding is received.
National and Regional policy set out in the National Planning Framework and Regional Spatial and Economic
Strategy supports the development of compact urban centres and the creation of compact growth through the
redevelopment of centrally located lands and the regeneration of under-utilised lands.
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Fencing of Open Land in the Countryside
With regard to the fencing of open land in the countryside the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as
amended) sets out criteria as to whether or not such works are exempted development. As part of the preparation of
the Draft Plan the Council will liaise with various agencies and stakeholders in developing a policy that will work
towards facilitating agricultural activities whilst also preserving the local landscape.
Communication
As part of the implementation and monitoring of the Development Plan the Council is required to carry out a 2 year
statutory review. When this is completed it will be published on the Council website and stakeholders and members
of the local community will be notified via social media.

Chief Executive’s Recommendation:
To include policies that supports ongoing collaboration and the strengthening of links between the Council and
Dundalk Institute of Technology.
To support innovative design and technological advances that would improve the energy performance of buildings
and have a positive impact on the local streetscape and environment.
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Appendix 1 – Newspaper Notice
LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT ACTS 2000 (AS AMENDED)
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001 (AS AMENDED)
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT (STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT)
REGULATIONS, 2004 (AS AMENDED)
Notice of Intention to review the Louth County Development Plan 2015-2021 and to prepare a new
Louth County Development Plan 2021-2027
Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 11(1) of the Planning & Development Act 2000 (as amended) of the
intention of Louth County Council to commence its review of the existing Louth County Development Plan 20152021 and to prepare a new Louth County Development Plan for the period 2021-2027.
The preparation of the new County Development Plan shall be strategic in nature for the purposes of developing
objectives and policies to deliver an overall strategy for the proper planning and sustainable development of the
area of the Development Plan and the Core Strategy.

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Appropriate Assessment (AA)
The Planning Authority will carry out a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) as part of the review process,
pursuant to Article 13B of the Planning and Development (SEA) Regulations 2004 (S.I. No. 436 of 2004), as
amended by the Planning and Development (SEA) (Amendment) Regulations 2011 (S.I. No. 201 of 2011).
For this purpose, the Planning Authority will prepare an environmental report of the likely significant effects on
the environment of implementing the new plan. The provisions of Articles 13C to 13J of the SEA Regulations (as
amended) shall apply while undertaking the SEA. Stage One Appropriate Assessment (AA) Screening (and Stage
Two AA, if required), pursuant to Article 6 of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC and the Planning and Development
Act 2000 (as amended), and Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, in compliance with “The Planning System and Flood
Risk Management Guidelines for Planning Authorities” (2009), will also be carried out as part of the review
process.
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Public Consultation & Strategic Issues Paper
Members of the public are invited to make submissions/observations during the public consultation period for
the review of the Louth County Development Plan 2015-2021 and the preparation of the new Louth County
Development Plan 2021-2027 from Friday 27th September to 4.30pm on Tuesday 26th November, 2019 (both
days inclusive).
In order to stimulate debate and encourage participation in this process, a Strategic Issues Paper will be available
for inspection to view or download during normal opening hours from Friday 11th October to 4.30pm Tuesday
26th November, 2019 (both dates inclusive) at the following locations:
Louth County Council, County Hall, Millennium Centre, Dundalk
Louth County Council Offices, Town Hall, Crowe Street, Dundalk
Louth County Council Offices, Fair Street, Drogheda
Louth County Council Offices, Fairgreen, Ardee
All libraries in County Louth (Dundalk, Drogheda, Ardee, Dunleer and Carlingford) and also on our website at
www.louthcoco.ie (please check your local library for opening times)

A series of public consultation meetings shall be held across the County. Here the public will have the
opportunity to discuss, with Planning Officers, relevant issues relating to the Development Plan Review.
Venues, Dates & Times of Public Consultations are as follows:
Venue

Date

Time

Dundalk Library, Roden Place, Dundalk

Thursday 17 October, 2019

Ardee Library, Market Square, Ardee

Tuesday 22 October, 2019

Drogheda Library, Stockwell Lane,

Thursday 24 October, 2019

th

nd

th

6pm -8pm
6pm -8pm
6pm -8pm

Drogheda
Carlingford Library, Newry Street,

th

Tuesday 29 October, 2019

6pm -8pm

Carlingford
Dunleer Library, Station Road, Dunleer
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th

Tuesday 5 November, 2019

6pm -8pm

Making a Submission
Submissions and observations in relation to the review of the Louth County Development Plan 2015-2021 and the
preparation of the new Louth County Development Plan 2021-2027 are invited during the initial public
consultation period, from Friday 27th September to 4.30pm on Tuesday 26th November, 2019 (both dates
inclusive). Submissions/Observations must include the name and address of the person/organisation making the
submission/observation and may be made in the following ways:



In writing to Frank Pentony, Development Plan Review, Forward Planning Unit, Town Hall, Crowe Street,
Dundalk, Co Louth or
By E-mail to the designated e-mail address: louthcdp@louthcoco.ie

Submissions should be clearly marked “Development Plan Review”. Please note that late submissions cannot be
accepted. All such submissions lodged within the above period will be taken into consideration prior to the
preparation of the Draft County Development Plan.

In respect of making a submission please note the following:
 Submissions/observations may be made regarding objectives and policies to deliver an overall strategy for
the proper planning and sustainable development of the area of the Development Plan.
 Submissions should be made in one format only i.e. letter or e-mail.
 Children or groups or associations representing the interests of children are entitled to make
submissions/observations regarding the objectives and policies to deliver an overall strategy for the
proper planning and sustainable development of the area of the Development Plan.
 The Planning Authority intends to review the zoning of the area of the development plan for the purposes
of developing objectives and policies to deliver an overall strategy for the proper planning and sustainable
development of the area of the Development Plan and the Core Strategy. Requests or proposals for the
zoning of particular land for any purpose shall not be considered at this stage (any such submissions
shall be returned).
 Submissions/Observations may be made available to the public
 Louth County Council is subject to the provisions of the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act (as amended). If
you consider that any of the information supplied by you is either commercially sensitive or confidential
in nature, this should be highlighted and the reasons for its sensitivity specified. In such cases, the
relevant material will, in response to FOI requests, be examined in light of exemptions provided for in the
FOI Act.
 Louth County Council is subject to the provisions of the Data Protection Act (as amended) and General
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). In order to assist us in complying with Data Protection and GDPR
please include your name and contact details on a separate sheet to the content of your
submission/observation.
FRANK PENTONY
DIRECTOR OF SERVICES
LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL
th
Dated: 27 September 2019
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Appendix 2 – List of Submissions Received (244)
1.

HSA

26.

Cllr Maria Doyle

51.

Danny Reilly

2.

Patricia Rogers

27.

Dan Egan

52.

Andrew Purcell

3.

NTA

28.

Niall Egan

53.

Lorrac Developments Ltd

4.

Joanne Redpath

29.

Breda Egan

54.

Des Campbell

5.

Mary Hanafin

30.

Michelle Leddy

55.

Gerry Reilly

6.

Cian Murphy

31.

Donal Ledday

56.

Coillte

7.

EMRA

32.

Sinead Leddy

57.

Cllr. Dolores Minogue

8.

NWRA

33.

Charlene Lawlor

58.

Geological Survey Ireland

9.

Sarah Taaffe

34.

Emma & Conor McAllister

59.

Luke Corr

10.

Keep Ireland Open

35.

Breda Lawlor

60.

Stephen Blair

11.

Department of Education & Skills

36.

Martin Campbell

61.

Carlingford Community Forum

12.

David Burns

37.

Emma Lawlor

62.

Siobhan Leddy

13.

Anne Campbell

38.

Fáilte Ireland

63.

Cian Byrne

14.

Eileen Kelly

39.

Irish Water

64.

Coilin McManus

15.

TII

40.

Colin Fee

65.

Carlingford R/A

16.

Eirgrid

41.

John Flynn

66.

Stephen Ward

17.

Michael McCoy

42.

Cllr. Antoin Watters

67.

Cllr. Paddy Meade

18.

Paul Monahan

43.

Development Perspectives

68.

Tony Ewbanks

19.

EPA

44.

Gerry/Marie Kelly / Milner

69.

Dr. Michael Stephen O'Hora

20.

OPW

45.

Peter Downey

70.

Suzanne Murphy

21.

Eugene Matthews

46.

Eileen Kelly

71.

Stephen Murphy

22.

Drogheda Port

47.

Enterprise Ireland

72.

Tom Condon

23.

Des Campbell

48.

Thomas / Rita Meegan

73.

An Taisce

24.

Declan Byrne

49.

Moffet Investment Holdings

74.

Olan Byrne

25.

Declan Byrne

50.

Kevin Sands

75.

OPR
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76.

Michael Reynolds

100.

Uwe & Edwina Albrecht

126.

Rosemary O'Brien

77.

Kathy McCumiskey

101.

Carlingford Accom Centre

127.

James O'Brien

78.

IWEA

102.

Alan Johnston

128.

Thomas Hilliard

79.

Drogheda & District Chamber

103.

Lorna Corduff

129.

Bernadette Hilliard

80.

Joe Lawlor

104.

Mark Healy

130.

Michael Murphy

81.

Mary Patricia Leddy

105.

Ciaran Hatch

131.

Ciaran Taaffe

82.

Mary Leddy

106.

Kathleen Healy

132.

Thomas Taaffe

83.

Love Drogheda Business

107.

Seamus Murphy

133.

Colette Taaffe

108.

Aiden Carolan

134.

Eoin Markey

109.

Barry Davis

135.

Jack Markey

110.

Daniel O'Brien

136.

John Russell

111.

John Roche

137.

Marie Russell

112.

Aidan Winters

138.

Derek Russell

113.

Stephen Healy

139.

Joanne Russell

114.

Fergus Barnett

140.

Paul Russell

115.

Emma Barnett

141.

Darragh Russell

116.

Denis Mulroy

142.

Eoin Russell

117.

Gordon Healy

143.

Clíodhna Russell

118.

Brendan Murray

144.

Brigid Russell

119.

John Winters

145.

Brian Russell

120.

Brian Halligan

146.

Niall Russell

121.

Ciara Bellew

147.

Patrick Halligan

122.

Cian O'Brien

148.

Denise Ryan

123.

Barry Davis

149.

Brendan Campbell

124.

Sharon Monaghan

150.

Eoin Campbell

125.

Patrick Winters

151.

Peter Murphy

Improvement District
84.

Gerry & Christine McAlinden

85.

Tomás O'Maoleacháin

86.

Louth Environmental Network

87.

Lauren Russell

88.

Cllr. James Byrne

89.

Dundalk CTCHC

90.

Department of Culture, Heritage
and the Gaeltacht

91.

Maeve O'Brien

92.

Fergus O'Dowd TD

93.

Louth Nature Trust

94.

Cllr. Colm Markey

95.

Barbara & Diarmaid Byrne

96.

Patrick Stafford

97.

Eamonn Crilly

98.

James Kirwan

99.

Niall Clarke
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152.

Eoin Markey

178.

Brid Maguire

204.

Joey Carolan

153.

Stephen Duff

179.

Paula McDonnell

205.

John Carolan

154.

Daniel O'Brien

180.

Laura McDonnell

206.

Criona Tuite

155.

Sophie Gough

181.

Nicholas McDonnell

207.

Joe Hudson

156.

Aoife Cooney

182.

Nicholas Cooney

208.

Mary McCabe

157.

Margaret Duff

183.

Kevin Shevlin

209.

Tullyallen IFA

158.

Rita Murphy

184.

Yvonne Courtney

210.

Tullyallen Macra na Feirme Club

159.

Colin Carolan

185.

Janine Shevlin

211.

Roy O'Brien

160.

Paul Murphy

186.

Paddy Cooney

212.

Roy O'Brien

161.

Barry Russell

187.

Sarah-Jane Cooney

213.

Roy O'Brien

162.

Siobhan Leddy

188.

Mark Meehan

214.

Roy O'Brien

163.

Lauren Russell

189.

Mary Delany

215.

Roy O'Brien

164.

James Russell

190.

Thomas Delany

216.

Paul Cassidy Jnr

165.

Leanne Saurin

191.

Trina Cunningham

217.

Robert Murphy

166.

Shauna McGahon

192.

John Cunningham

218.

Declan Campbell

167.

Jacinta Cooney

193.

Emma Maguire

219.

Patrick Stafford

168.

Breda Tuite

194.

Dominic Maguire

220.

Niall Hackett

169.

Colette Rakauskas

195.

Brendan Carolan

221.

Steve Clarke

170.

Andrius Rakauskas

196.

Paul Corr

222.

Anthony Russell

171.

Grace Cooney

197.

Michelle Carroll

223.

Johathan Marry

172.

James McDonnell

198.

Martin Murphy

224.

Paul Murphy

173.

Richella McDonnell

199.

Paul Cassidy

225.

Vincent Murphy

174.

Marie Davis

200.

Patricia Carolan

226.

Brendan Carolan

175.

Carl Courtney

201.

Dermot Carolan

227.

Nicholas McGuinness

176.

Dominic Maguire

202.

Aiden Carolan

228.

Nicholas Carolan

177.

Seamus Maguire

203.

Frank Carolan

229.

Colin Carolan
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230.

Groveview Builders Ltd.

235.

Arabtec Unlimited

240.

McShane & O'Brien Families

231.

Shane Callan

236.

Liam Harbison

241.

Patrick McShane

232.

Cllr Erin McGreehan

237.

Seamus Rodgers

242.

Gary Keenan

233.

Jean O'Neill

238.

Dundalk Grammar School

243.

Elizebeth/Niall Keenan

234.

Patrick Mongey

239.

Richmond Homes

244.

Sean T. O'Reilly
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Appendix 3 – List of Prescribed Bodies Notified
1. The Minister

23. An Taisce

2. Department of Housing, Planning & Local
Government

24. Irish Water

3. An Bord Pleanála

25. Meath County Council

4. Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine

26. Monaghan County Council

5. Minister for Culture, Heritage & the Gaeltacht

27. Newry & Mourne District Council

6. Minister for Communications, Climate Action &
Environment

28. EMRA - Eastern and Midland Regional Assembly

7. Minister for Defence

29. Transport Infrastructure Ireland

8. Minister for Education & Skills

30. Planning Service (NI)

9. Dept of Education & Skills (Site Acquisitions and
Property Management)

31. Craigavon Divisional Planning Office

10. Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport
11. An Comhairle Ealaíon (Arts Council)

32. Department for Regional Development (NI)Strategic Planning Directorate
33. Department of Business, Enterprise & Innovation
(formerly Forfás)

12. Dublin Airport Authority

34. Northern & Western Regional Assembly (NWRA)

13. National Transport Authority

35. OPW - Office of Public Works (formerly the
Commissioners)

14. EirGrid Plc.

36. OPR - Office of the Planning Regulator

15. EPA - Environmental Protection Agency

37. ICLRD - International Centre for Local & Regional
Development

16. ESB

38. Centre for Local & Regional Studies

17. Fáilte Ireland

39. National Transport Authority

18. Health Service Executive

40. NISRA - NI for Regional & Spatial Analysis

19. Heritage Council

41. NWRA - Northern & Western Regional Assembly

20. HSA - Health & Safety Authority

42. BT Communications Ireland Ltd

21. IFI - Inland Fisheries Ireland (HQ)

43. SRA - Southern Regional Assembly

22. NRA - National Roads Authority
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Appendix 4 – List of Elected & Oireachtas Members Notified
Elected Members
1.

John Sheridan

16.

Edel Corrigan

2.

Colm Markey

17.

Declan Power

3.

Pearse McGeough

18.

Sean Kelly

4.

Dolores Minogue

19.

Conor Keelan

5.

Hugh D. Conlon

20.

John McGahon

6.

Jim Tenanty

21.

Erin McGreehan

7.

Paul Bell

22.

Antóin Watters

8.

Pio Smith

23.

Emma Coffey

9.

Joanna Byrne

24.

Marianne Butler

10.

Kevin Callan BL

25.

Maria Doyle

11.

James Byrne

26.

Liam Reilly

12.

Paddy McQuillan

27.

Ruairí Ó Murchú

13.

Oliver Tully

28.

Tomás Sharkey

14.

Michelle Hall

29.

Maeve Yore

15.

Tom Cunningham

Oireachtas Members
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1.

Imelda Munster

2.

Declan Breathnach

3.

Fergus O'Dowd

4.

Gerry Adams

5.

Peter Fitzpatrick

6.

Senator Gerald Nash

Appendix 5 – Stakeholders & Others
1.

Board Gáis

32.

Dundalk FM

2.

Iarnród Éireann

33.

Oxigen Environmental

3.

Bus Éireann

34.

Panda Waste Disposal

4.

An Garda Síochána

35.

Ace Environmental

5.

Irish Defence Forces

36.

Allied Waste Disposal

6.

Louth LEO

37.

AES - Midland Waste Disposal

7.

3g Head Office

38.

V & W Recycling (Dundalk/Drogheda)

8.

Pure Telecom

39.

Matthews Coach Hire

9.

Eir - Press Office

40.

Halpenny Travel (Anna Halpenny)

10.

Virgin Media (Previously UPC)

41.

Drogheda Chamber of Commerce

11.

Vodafone Ireland

42.

Dundalk Chamber of Commerce

12.

Digiweb Ltd (Viatel)

43.

SEAI / Dundalk 2020

13.

BT Communications Ireland Ltd

44.

Construction Industry Federation

14.

Drogheda / Dundalk Port Company

45.

IFA - Irish Farmers Association

15.

Greenore Port Company

46.

ICTU - Irish Congress of Trade Unions

16.

Citizens Information Board

47.

Enterprise Ireland

17.

Louth VEC

48.

Louth Leader

18.

DKIT

49.

Celtic Roads Group

19.

Celtic Roads Group

50.

IDA Ireland - Paul Gavin

20.

IRCG - Irish Coast Guard

51.

Dublin Docklands

21.

Order of Malta

52.

Gas Networks Ireland

22.

Irish Red Cross

53.

K N Network Services

23.

RNLI Lifeboat

54.

LCDC - Louth Community Development Committee

24.

Samaritans

55.

LMETB

25.

St Vincent de Paul

56.

Lough's Agency

26.

Educate Together

57.

Members of SPC & MD's

27.

Simon Community (Dundalk)

58.

PPN (Louth)

28.

Louth Economic Forum

59.

RNLI Lifeboat

29.

Louth County Childcare Committee

60.

Roads Service Northern Ireland

30.

Traveller Accommodation Group

61.

SIRO

31.

LMFM
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62.

Elaine Gordon - Savills

82.

The Birches

63.

Acorn Therapy Centre

83.

Irish Hospice Foundation

64.

Age & Opportunity

84.

Brigid Ryan (Cannon Kirk Group)

65.

Age Action Ireland

85.

Vera Reilly

66.

Ardee Day Care Centre

86.

Bruce Dodd

67.

Bealtaine Festival

87.

John J Breen (Sean)

68.

Bereavement Counseling Services

88.

Michael OHora

69.

Carol Meade - Sheltered Housing Services

89.

Shane McGlynn

70.

Drogheda Community Services Centre

90.

Damian Duff

71.

Drogheda - Day Care Centre for the Elderly

91.

Roger Garland – Keep Ireland Open

72.

Drogheda & District Support 4 Older People

92.

DGS Buildings

73.

Drogheda Rotary Club

93.

Stephen Regan

74.

Drogheda Senior Citizens

94.

Tanya Yeoman

75.

Dundalk Lions Club

95.

Paula Galvin

76.

disABILITY Louth

96.

Klaudia Romanow Sobiecka

77.

Ferrard Day Centre

97.

Brian Hughes

78.

Flexibus/Local Link

98.

79.

Louth Volunteer Centre

Stephen Ward Town Planning & Development
Consultants Ltd

99.

Elaine Gordon - Savills

80.

SOSAD - Dundalk

81.

SOSAD - Drogheda
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Appendix 6 – List of Primary Schools Notified
1.

Ardee Educate Together NS

37.

S N Naomh Fhionain

2.

Aston Village Educate Together NS

38.

S N Naomh Lorcan

3.

Baile An Phusta NS

39.

S N Naomh Peadar

4.

Bellurgan NS

40.

S N Oilibear Beannaithe

5.

C.B.S. Primary

41.

S N Padraig

6.

Callystown NS

42.

S N Rath Corr

7.

Castletown NS

43.

S N San Nioclas

8.

Dromin NS

44.

S N San Nioclas

9.

Dulargy NS

45.

S N Talamh Na Manach

10.

Dun Dealgan NS

46.

S N Tigh an Iubhair

11.

Faughart NS

47.

S N Tulach Aluinn

12.

Gaelscoil Dhun Dealgan

48.

SC Na gCreagacha Dubha

13.

Kilkerley NS

49.

Scoil Bhride

14.

Knockbridge NS

50.

Scoil Bhride

15.

Le Cheile Educate Together

51.

Scoil Dairbhre

16.

Monastery NS

52.

Scoil Fhursa

17.

Naomh Seosamh

53.

Scoil Muire na nGael

18.

Presentation Convent

54.

Scoil Na mBraithre SN

19.

Rathmullan NS

55.

Scoil Náisíunta Naomh Feichín

20.

Réalt na Mara NS

56.

Scoil Naomh Fainche

21.

S N An tSlanaitheora B

57.

Scoil Oilibhéir Naofa

22.

S N An tSlanaitheora C

58.

Scoil Phadraig Naofa

23.

S N Aonghusa

59.

SN Chill Sarain

24.

S N Ard Mhuire C

60.

St. Brigid's NS

25.

S N Bhride

61.

St. Patrick’s NS

26.

S N Chaoimhin Naofa

62.

St. Francis National School

27.

S N Columcille

63.

St. Joseph's NS

28.

S N Eoin Baiste

64.

St. Mary's Parish Primary School

29.

S N Mhuire

65.

St. Mochta's NS

30.

S N Muire

66.

St. Nicholas Monastery NS

31.

S N Muire Gan Smal

67.

St. Oliver's NS

32.

S N Muire naTrócaire

68.

St. Paul's SNS

33.

S N Mullach Buí

69.

St. Peter's NS

34.

S N N Maolmhaodagh C

70.

Tallanstown NS

35.

S N N Maolmhaodhagh B

71.

Walshestown NS

36.

S N N Maolmhaodhagh N
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Appendix 7 – List of Post Primary/Third Level Schools/Colleges Notified
1. St. Joseph's C.B.S.

11. Dundalk Grammar School

2. St Mary's Diocesan School

12. Bush Post Primary School

3. Our Lady's College

13. St Oliver's Community College

4. Sacred Heart Secondary School

14. Ó Fiaich College

5. Drogheda Grammar School

15. Scoil Ui Mhuiri

6. Coláiste Rís

16. Coláiste Chú Chulainn

7. St Mary's College

17. Ardee Community School

8. De La Salle College

18. Ballymakenny College

9. St Vincent's Secondary School

19. Drogheda Institute of Further Education

10. St Louis Secondary School
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Appendix 8 – List of Early Childcare Facilities Notified
1.

ABC Childsplay Crèche and Preschool

30.

Little Rascals

2.

Absolute Angels Crèche & Montessori

31.

Little Treasures Playschool

3.

Aladdins Cave Montessori School & Crèche

32.

Moneymore Childcare Centre

4.

Aunty Paula's Preschool Crèche

33.

Naíonra Dhún Dealgan

5.

Ballapousta Early Learning School

34.

Peekaboo Crèche Ltd.

6.

Bright Beginnings

35.

Pugwash Bay Ltd.

7.

Cheeky Monkey Montessori School

36.

Realt na Mara Pre-School

8.

Children's World

37.

Redeember Crèche & Playgroup

9.

Claddagh Treasures

38.

Scallywags

10.

Colpe Daycare Centre

39.

Scallywags Crèche

11.

Connect Preschool

40.

Scoil Beag

12.

Cooley Community Playgroup

41.

Scoil Eoin Baiste

13.

De La Salle Preschool

42.

Shapes & Sizes

14.

Faughart Scholars

43.

Stabannon & District Preschool Ltd.

15.

Ferndale Crèche & Montessori

44.

Stepping Stones

16.

Greenacres Playschool

45.

Stepping Stones Early Learning Centre

17.

Happy Days Playschool

46.

The Grove Early Years Education Centre

18.

Happy Days Preschool

47.

The Playroom Project

19.

Hidden Treasures ASC

48.

The Wendy House

20.

Holy Family Community Crèche

49.

Tiny Tots Crèche Dundalk

21.

Jellytots Daycare & Montessori

50.

Tiny Tots Montessori

22.

Just Kids Crèche

51.

Tiny Tots Nursery

23.

Kangaroo Childcare

52.

Tír na nÓg Childcare

24.

Kidz Cottage

53.

Toddlers Hill Crèche & Montessori

25.

Lios Na nÓg Playgroup Ltd

54.

Tots & Co. Playgroup

26.

Little & Big Rascals

55.

Tus Maith Montessori School

27.

Little Munchkins Crèche

56.

Wheaton Montessori Academy

28.

Little Nippers Playschool

57.

Wizkids

29.

Little Partners Crèche Ltd

58.

Woddlers & Toddlers
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