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Draft County Development Plan, 
Louth County Council, 
Crowe St, 

Dundalk, 

Co. Louth 

 

 

 

 

22/12/2020 

RE: Draft Louth County Development Plan 2021-2027 

 

Dear Sir/Madam 

I am writing to you to make a submission in respect of the Draft County Development plan, 

specifically in relation to the E1 Zoning for the Settlement of Collon.  

I have serious concerns in respect of this zoning and would like you to consider the following 

observations in the final Draft of the Development plan. I Would hope that you will consider my 

concerns and objection in your determination on this matter.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2 
 

 

 

This Draft County development plan for Louth has three separate and distinct islands of 

commercial zoning all outside the boundaries of Collon village. The location zoned for E1 

(General Employment) along the Kells Road (B) to the west of the village boundary and the 

Area Zoned as E1 to the south East of the Village on the Starinagh road (A), are greenfield 

sites and are currently in use as agricultural land in line with all adjacent land which is 

currently zoned as rural policy zone 1 use, I would recommend that this land be returned to 

rural policy zone 1.  

Traffic Management and Safety 

In addition to this general observation, I have specific concerns in relation to the likely 

increase in HGV traffic along both the Kells Road and the Starinagh road, that the building of 

an additional commercial buildings would cause. 

Lack of Services and infrastructure   

I also have an issue with the lack of infrastructure and services in the area to facilitate the 

addition of this proposed zoning. For example, there are no footpaths leading from the 

village to the proposed E1 zoning nor are there any protected cycle lanes to and from the 
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village. This is not in line with the counties sustainable development strategy as outlined 

within the Development plan.  

 

It is important to note that there are no continuous paths or cycle lanes on the Kells Rd or 

on the Starinagh Road linking both Areas to the village. 

 

Disproportionate E1 Zoning relative to Settlement size 

I would like to note that the scale of the E1 (General Employment) zoning around Collon is 

not proportionate to the size of the Settlement. I would refer you to the following objective of 

the Draft County Development Plan. 

2.11.4 Small Towns and Villages Policy Objective CS 14 To ensure localised sustainable 

growth within the small towns and villages identified in the Settlement Strategy, is 

proportionate to the size of the settlement, prioritised on infill/brownfield sites and that 

economic related development is supported. 

 

The Need for a Sustainable Employment Model 

The Village of Collon has great potential to enhance employment in the tourism sector, this 

sustainable model of employment generation will be hindered by disproportionate 

commercial zoning, it is vital that we regenerate the centre of the village and that we ensure 

that the settlement can maximize its tourism potential. The E1 Zoning of area A and B I 

believe will contradict the policy objectives set out in the county Development plan see 

objectives highlighted below: 
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Strategic Objective SO 7 Protect and enhance the built, cultural and natural heritage assets 

of Louth, the intrinsic value of which helps to define the character of both urban and rural 

areas, contributes to the attractiveness, vibrancy and sense of place for residents, tourists 

and visitors, including improved access to the countryside through the development of 

greenways, walking trails and blueways in support of and advancing sustainable 

communities.  

 




