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SUMMARY

The Kinsella landholding at Woodlands is strategically placed at the edge of a large settlement
and within easy access of the National Road Network.

The strategic importance of the lands has been recognised by the Planning Authority by the
proposal to zone the majority of the lands for Employment Use.

This zoning has been proposed following a detailed consideration by the Planning Authority
of all relevant regional and national planning policies guidelines.

However, the rationale behind the decision to place the western boundary of the zoned lands
100m to the east of the M1 Motorway is unclear and appears to be based solely on the rigid
application of a single policy objective (MOV 47) which has not been applied in the case of
other settlement centres within the County

The Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines (2012) recognise and highlight the
potential adverse impact of allowing development within close proximity of a National Road.
Nevertheless, the Guidelines DO NOT apply a strict prohibition policy. Instead, they allow
developments to be assessed on a case- by- case basis with mitigation measures adopted
where applicable

In contrast, the Planning Authority’s application of a blanket prohibition on development
within 100m of the M1 is a rather stern and inflexible approach

It has been demonstrated that many of the reasons that may support the prohibition of
development within 100m of the M1 Motorway (e.g. light pollution/glare; future upgrade of
M1) are not applicable or are unwarranted in this case.

The residual land holding shall be of limited value for agricultural purposes and shall be
effectively landlocked

The adoption of the current western boundary for the Dunleer Settlement Area effectively
discards the opportunity to include 6.5Ha of strategically located and serviceable lands as
part of a larger Employment based development.

Extending the western boundary to the M1 Motorway fully exploits the strategic location of
the lands and would be consistent with the approach adopted in other settlement centres

We consider the submission identifies an anomaly with the proposed zoning of the lands and
proposes an amendment which fully supports the continued development of Dunleer as a
regionally important local driver and self- sustaining growth town in a meaningful and
sustainable manner. We therefore request that the Planning Authority and elected members
give due consideration to the submission
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