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Louth County Council
Town Hall
Crowe Street
Dundalk

Re: Notice of Preparation of the Draft Louth County Development Plan 2021 – 2027

To whom it may concern.

I am directed by Chief Superintendent Louth Division to forward below correspondence from Inspector 
Gavin Scott Drogheda Garda Station for your information and attention, please.

I refer to the Draft Louth County Development Plan for 2021 to 2027 which is extensive in its detail 
culminating in a 523 page document and appendices accumulating to hundreds of pages. 

The plan is inspirational and aspirational in equal measure and aspires to facilitate the projected rise in
population to 50,000 in both Drogheda and Dundalk towns within a stressed economic environment and 
challenging policing background. 

The Garda organisation is referenced only once throughout the draft plan of 523 pages with reference to 
Major Emergency Management in conjunction with other emergency services.

Tourism is a key focus on the Drogheda plan with a development of a Boyne Greenway Route extending 
from Drogheda town centre towards the west of the town. There is a focus on tourist development that will 
draw many local , indigenous and  foreign travellers to Drogheda during the summer period.  In addition to 
this there is a significant rezoning of land to the north of Drogheda that if developed will raise noteworthy 
security concerns for the Garda Organisation.

Having studied this detailed plan and the relevant Housing Strategy, with relevance to Drogheda, it is 
obvious that extra policing resources will be require as the towns (both Drogheda and Dundalk)  grow into a 
Regional Growth Centre under the Regional Spatial and Economic Strategy. 

I recommend that provision for consultation with District and Divisional Policing services prior to the 
development of lands to the North of Drogheda and Risk Assessments when developing the Boyne 
Greenway Route for tourist safety are provided for within the final plan. 

In addition the plan does not take into consideration the Government driven Operating Model of policing 
being developed across the Organisation whereby Louth will become the Divisional Headquarters for not 
just Louth County but also Cavan and Monaghan with resources spread throughout the new Operating 
Model for policing. Again prior consolation with the Garda Senior Leadership Team to ensure preparedness 
for the implementation of this plan would greatly benefit the safe and risk assessed development of tourism, 
housing and business community within the County of Louth. 

In essence the draft plan would benefit from acknowledging the additional stresses upon emergency 
services, including An Garda Síochána, that  the proposed development within the County will cause and 
provide a strategy to meet the additional challenges 

Sent: 18 December 2020 12:23 
To: LouthCDP
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Sent on behalf of Chief Superintendent Louth Division

Dara Leavy Wall | Clerical Officer | Divisional Office, Drogheda, Co. Louth, Ireland, A92 P704 |
Email dara.x.leavywall@garda.ie , Drogheda_dv@garda.ie | Tel: + 353 (0) 41 9874291 | http://www.garda.ie/
P Le do thoil, cuimhnigh ar an imshaol roimh priontáil an ríomhphost seo. Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail.

********************************************************************** Faisnéis í 
seo don té sin nó don eintiteas sin a bhfuil a sheoladh uirthi, agus dó siúd amháin, agus d'fhéadfadh 
ábhar rúnda agus/ nó ábhar faoi phribhléid a bheith iniata. Toirmisctear aon athbhreithniú, atarchur 
nó leathadh a dhéanamh ar an bhfaisnéis seo, aon úsáid eile a bhaint aisti nó aon ghníomh a 
dhéanamh ar a hiontaoibh, ag daoine nó ag eintitis seachas an faighteoir beartaithe. Más trí bhotún a 
fuair tú é seo, cuir scéala chuig an seoltóir le do thoil agus scrios an t-ábhar d'aon ríomhaire. Is é 
polasaí An Gharda Síochána seoladh ábhair cholúil a dhícheadú, agus más dóigh leat gur ábhar colúil 
atá sa teachtaireacht seo ba cheart duit dul i dteagmháil leis an seoltóir agus le postmaster@garda.ie
láithreach. The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is 
addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, 
dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or 
entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact the 
sender and delete the material from any computer. It is the policy of An Garda Siochana to disallow 
the sending of offensive material and should you consider that the material contained in this message 
is offensive you should contact both the sender and postmaster@garda.ie immediately.
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