
 

Draft Louth County Development Plan 2021-2027 
 
Forward Planning Unit,  
Development Plan Review,  
Louth County Council,  
Town Hall,  
Crowe Street,  
Dundalk,  
Co. Louth A91 W20C. 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
Please accept the following as a submission from a collective of interests that include, Ship Street 
Residents' Association, Upstate Theatre Project, Conservation Architect Caroline Whately and 
builder John Cassidy who have been collaborating for the last number of years to revitalise Ship 
Street, Drogheda. This collective has convened around the understanding that Ship Street is a site 
that intersects many of the areas of concern covered in the draft plan including sustainable 
regeneration in compact urban area, the conservation and redevelopment of an area of special 
architectural, artistic, cultural and historical significance as well as a residential area.  
 
Request 1: There are many policy statements extant in the draft document that support 
collaborative regeneration and specifically identify areas within the land use zoning map.  
Although the buildings of Ship Street are included in D1 Regeneration, the street itself has been 
omitted. This would appear to be an oversight and we ask that this is included in this D1 
regeneration zoning accordingly.   
 
HOU 9 To support and facilitate investment in areas and lands in the County identified for 
regeneration including those as set out on the Land Use Zoning Maps and to collaborate with 
landowners and stakeholders in the development of these lands. 
 

  
Figure 1.1 Draft Zoning and Flood Zones Map  
 
Request 2: 
The collaborative arts  project 'futurepastpresent' led by Upstate Theatre Project included Ship Street 
Architectural Conservation Statement prepared by Caroline Whately, Grade 1 Conservation 



Architect. This document identifies the significance of this Architectural Conservation Area 
including a strong community heritage with a culture of boat building in the street. It is critical that 
any future plans retain physical connection to the river to accommodate future access as a resource 
for the street and wider communities of Drogheda.  We ask that Ship Street Architectural 
Conservation Statement is adopted to identify the significance of this ACA within the development 
plan and that the ACA plan area is extended to the river front as included within this 
recommendation 
 

 
 
 
Request 3: As part of the regeneration of this area, we wish that the Ship Street Residents 
Association and Upstate Theatre Project are engaged in this regeneration process. Although a 
masterplan was prepared for the area in 2007, Drogheda Docklands Area Plan there was no 
collaboration with Ship Street residents association or Upstate Theatre. This Plan has not 
sufficiently explored the historical development of the docklands including the significance of Ship 
Street. Ship Street has been identified as one of the last significant features from the Industrial age 
on the South bank of the Boyne. We ask that this plan Drogheda Docklands Area Plan 2007 is not 
adopted within the development plan without modification in respect of Ship Street outlined in the 
Ship Street Architectural Conservation Statement. This includes the extension of the ACA of Ship 
Street to the River; the consideration of the setting of the street in any development and the removal 
of a vehicular route along the river front which impinges on the cultural connection between the 
street and the River Boyne. 
 
Request 4: 
As part of this regeneration process, we ask that a Task Force for the development of the street 
including relevant council departments, residents, other utility authorities and other interested 
parties be put in place to create a collective vision for the re-invigoration within the public realm to 
rejuvenate cultural activity connected with the Boyne River. The site is composed of 40 potential 

Figure 1.2 ACA 
 
Existing ACA 16 outlined in 
red. Request that the area 
outlined in a dashed red 
line is included within this 
ACA.  
 



dwelling units of a unique character. A Conservation Management Plan should be developed by this 
task force. It is important that this should be a collaborative process. Although the policies are in 
place as indicated below the path to collaboration is not clear. We request that Ship Street is 
identified with a specific objective for collaboration in addition to policy objectives HOU 9, 10, 11 
32 and 34. 

 
HOU 9 To support and facilitate investment in areas and lands in the County identified for 
regeneration including those as set out on the Land Use Zoning Maps and to collaborate 
with landowners and stakeholders in the development of these lands. 
 
HOU 10 To continue to support the creation of sustainable communities throughout the 
county by facilitating the creation of attractive neighbourhoods where there are strong links 
and connections to local services, community facilities and employment areas and where 
walking, cycling, and public transport is prioritised. 
 
HOU 11 To encourage and support a range of appropriate uses in town and village centres 
that will assist in the regeneration of vacant and under-utilised buildings and land and will 
re-energise the town and village centres, subject to a high standard of development being 
achieved. 
 
HOU 32 To encourage and promote the development of underutilised infill, corner and 
backland sites in existing urban areas subject to the character of the area and environment 
being protected. 
 
HOU 34 To encourage sensitively designed extensions to existing dwellings which do not 
negatively impact on the environment, residential amenities, surrounding properties, or the 
local streetscape and are climate resilient. 

 
Request 5: 
Upstate Theatre Project have been actively engaged through artistic endeavours in Ship Street to 
create awareness for all parties of the challenges and opportunities inherent within the street. As part 
of the overall development of the south quays, there is the potential within the street to develop one 
of the buildings as a cultural facility managed by Upstate Theatre Project which could be supported 
by the Percent for Art scheme and other suitable funding mechanisms.   
 
There are a number of derelict properties that have the potential to fulfil this purpose. No. 17 has 
been identified as the one property whose owner remains unidentified. It might prove appropriate 
for a CPO in collaboration with Upstate Theatre and other parties. We believe the site complements 
TOU 23 and the promotion of Drogheda as a 'Destination Town'. The street’s historical culture and 
the regeneration project could both act as an educational/cultural attraction. In addition this proposal 
Complements policy SC22 to continue to enhance the public domain by considering the street as 
part of the public art domain 
 
SC 22 To continue to enhance the public domain by encouraging the provision of public art across 
all art forms and throughout the County, supported by the Percent for Art Scheme. 
 
TOU 23 To support and promote Drogheda as a designated ‘Destination Town’ and engage with 
Fáilte Ireland in developing and promoting the tourism potential of the town. 
 
Request 6: 
 
To identify Ship Street as a specific priority project and actively encourage and support owners with 



repair and conservation.    
 
 
 
 

BHC 25 To seek funding streams for specific priority projects and to assist owners with the 
repair and conservation of protected structures and aim to make the structure climate 
resilient. 
 
BHC 21 To encourage the retention, sympathetic reuse and rehabilitation of protected 
structures and their settings where appropriate and where the proposal is compatible with 
their character and significance. In certain cases, development management guidelines may 
be relaxed in order to secure the conservation of the protected structure and architectural 
features of special interest. 

 
 
Request 7: 
 
To identify Ship Street as a specific priority project in relation to the following policies.  
 

IU 2 To work in conjunction with Irish Water to protect and make climate resilient existing 
water and wastewater infrastructure, to maximise the potential of existing capacity and to 
facilitate the timely delivery of new water and wastewater services infrastructure, to 
facilitate existing and future growth. 
 
IU 3 To support the provision, extension and upgrade of high quality water and wastewater 
services infrastructure for both existing and future developments within County Louth, 
consistent with the principles of sustainability, prioritising those centres where serious 
deficiencies are in evidence or where further sustainable development can be reasonably 
anticipated. 
 
IU 27 To implement the Flood Risk Management Measures as detailed in the Neagh Bann 
Flood Risk Management Plan, the Eastern Flood Risk Management Plan and the Dunleer 
Flood Risk Management Plan. 
 
Climate Action Chapter 12 
 
CA 3 Actively implement policies that support and encourage sustainable compact growth 
and settlement patterns, integrate land use and transportation, and maximise opportunities 
through development location, form, layout and design to secure climate resilience and 
reduce carbon dioxide and greenhouse emissions. 

 
 
CONCLUSION 
The seven sections that we indicate above are a snapshot of the intersections that have implications 
for Ship Street and its future. We also believe that an enhanced collaborative approach might serve 
as an action research project that could illustrate practice and process that is useful to public service 
bodies, community groups, arts and heritage and citizens interested in developing greater 
participative programmes at local government level. It is an opportunity for learning, engagement 
and understanding for all. 
 
SIGNED ALL 
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