DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 27TH OCTOBER 2009 AT 7.00PM
PRESENT
Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew, presided.
ALSO PRESENT

Councillor S. Bellew, Councillor O. Morgan, Councillor M. Butler, Councillor M. Dearey, Councillor J. D’Arcy, Councillor E. O’Boyle, Councillor I. Dooley, Councillor H. Todd, Councillor K. Meenan and Councillor J. Ryan.

IN ATTENDANCE

Ms. C. Duff, A/Director of Services and Town Clerk
Mr. C. Murray, County Manager

Mr. D. Storey, Senior Executive Officer

Mr. M. Curran, Director of Services Economic Development and Future Planning
Ms. S. Mullen, Senior Executive Planner

Ms. A. McDonnell, Senior Staff Officer

The Meeting commenced with prayers.

252/09
TRIBUTES TO JIM BYRNE


At the outset of the meeting, Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew led the tributes to Jim Byrne, Administrative Officer Housing and Planning, who retired on 26th October 2009 after 38 years service with the Council.  Jim was appointed Clerical Officer in 1971 and was based initially in the Accounts Section.  He then moved onto the Housing Section in 1983 on promotion to Assistant Staff Officer.  He was appointed the Housing and Planning Officer in 1989 and held the post for 20 years until his retirement.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor Bellew said he always found Jim to be an effective and efficient official who always carried out his duties to the best of his ability.  He went on to wish Jim and his Family all the best for the future.  Councillor M. Dearey said Jim was a gentleman and would be an enormous loss to the Council.  Councillor E. O’Boyle always found Jim to be very approachable and most helpful.  Councillor I. Dooley agreed and said he had great regard for Jim.  Councillor H. Todd said he knew Jim before he came on the Council through his involvement with the Tenants Association and found him to be obliging and helpful.  He wished him well.  Councillor K. Meenan said it would be hard to fill his shoes and wished Jim and his family all the best.  Councillor J. Ryan wished Jim every success and happiness in the future.  Councillor O. Morgan said Jim will be missed and Councillor M. Butler wanted to be associated with all the Members comments.  The County Manager stated that Jim was a dedicated and professional public servant.  He will be sorely missed on a personal and professional level.

_____________________________________________________________________________

253/09
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor M. Butler, seconded by Councillor E. O’Boyle, the following minutes were adopted:

· (In Committee) Joint Meeting DTC & LCC – Draft Dundalk and Environs Development Plan 2009-2015 15th September 2009
· (In Committee) Joint Meeting DTC & LCC – Draft Dundalk and Environs Development Plan 2009-2015 22nd September 2009  
· Monthly Meeting 29th September 2009 

· Special Meeting 13th October 2009

_____________________________________________________________________________
254/09
MATTERS ARISING
Councillor M. Butler referred to the last line of DDE 103 (Minutes of the Joint Meeting DTC & LCC – Draft Dundalk and Environs Development Plan 2009-2015 22nd September 2009) and advised that her recollection of same was that she proposed that this area be rezoned ‘Recreation, Amenity and Open Space’ and that this was seconded by Councillor O. Morgan.  The notes of the minutes will be checked.

Councillor E. O’Boyle referred to the second paragraph of DDE 117 (Minutes of the Joint Meeting DTC & LCC – Draft Dundalk and Environs Development Plan 2009-2015 22nd September 2009) and advised that use of the word ‘pending’ was incorrect and should be replaced with ‘subject to’.  However, the Members agreed that the minute stands.

With reference to Minute No. 241/09 (Monthly Meeting 29th September 2009) Councillor Jim Ryan proposed that this motion was totally inappropriate and was a political motion.  Same was seconded by Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew.
_____________________________________________________________________________

255/09
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT

In reply to a question from Councillor K. Meenan, Mr D. Storey advised that the Rock Road Housing Scheme would be completed by mid December 2009.  However, it will be January before the Tenants move in.  
Councillor H. Todd said a lot of houses are lying idle and there are concerns in relation to vandalism and anti social behaviour.  Mr D. Storey stated that of the 35 No. vacant houses at the end of September 2009, 17 No. were ready for allocation and 13 No. were under repair.    The Council has been doing an immense amount of work in the last few years in relation to relets.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew commended the work being done by the Council and Councillor K. Meenan agreed that people could see all the work being done.
Councillor J. Ryan noted that there was a massive increase in the number of people seeking housing.  Mr D. Storey clarified that there are 964 people on the housing list under the financial category and they would be on the list to avail of Social Welfare allowances.  Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew said that the Government consider applicants for housing in the financial category to be adequately housed.  He does not agree and thinks they have every right to be on the housing list.

In reply to a question from Councillor E. O’Boyle, Mr D. Storey clarified that the information in the report in relation to repairs refers to requests for repairs from existing tenants.  

_____________________________________________________________________________

256/09
PROGRESS REPORT FOR OCTOBER


Report was noted.

_____________________________________________________________________________

257/09
NOMINATION FOR ICLRD EXECUTIVE TRAINING (1 NO) – MICHAEL CURRAN DIRECTOR OF SERVICES LOUTH COUNTY COUNCIL
Mr M. Curran gave the Members a presentation on the ICLRD Executive Training Programme for Councillors and Public/Private Sector in the Newry/Dundalk twin city region.  The course is a 20 week programme covering five modules.  There will be 20 participants on the course, 10 of which will come from Louth (5 staff, 3 councillors and 2 business sector).  One nomination is required from Dundalk Town Council.  The dates for the course have not yet been finalised and it was agreed that Mr Curran come back to the Planning Meeting in November with the details and the Council will then make their nomination.

_____________________________________________________________________________

258/09
MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION OF THE DUNDALK AND ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2003-2009 – PLANNING REFERENCE 08/189

On the proposition of Councillor O. Morgan, seconded by Councillor M. Butler, it was agreed that this item be deferred to the next planning meeting to be held on 10th November 2009 at 6.15pm and that it be the first item on the agenda.

_____________________________________________________________________________

259/09
EXTINGUISHMENT OF PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY – THE PUBLIC FOOTPATH AND GREEN AREA TO THE SOUTH OF CLAN NA GAEL SPORTS GROUND IN COX’S DEMESNE DUNDALK

On the proposition of Councillor H. Todd, seconded by Councillor J. Ryan, it was agreed to defer this item to the November Monthly Meeting.
____________________________________________________________________________

260/09
FIX A DATE FOR BUDGET MEETING

It was agreed to hold the first Budget Meeting on Tuesday 15th December 2009, the Combined Planning and Monthly Meeting on Wednesday 9th December 2009 and a Joint Meeting of DTC and LCC in relation to the Draft Dundalk and Environs Development Plan 2009-2015 on Tuesday 17th November 2009.

_____________________________________________________________________________

261/09
EXTENSION OF PERIOD OF GENERAL DEVELOPMENT CONTRIBUTION SCHEME TO 28-02-2010

On the proposition of Councillor M. Dearey, seconded by Councillor E. O’Boyle, it was agreed to extend the period of the General Development Contribution Scheme to 28/02/2010 to facilitate the preparation of a draft scheme.
262/09
AMENDMENT OF STANDING ORDERS (7.00PM START TIME)


Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew advised that a number of Members had indicated to him that they would like the meeting to be held at 6.30pm.  It was agreed to defer this item to the November Monthly Meeting.

_____________________________________________________________________________

263/09
DRAFT MUNICIPAL POLICY COMMITTEE SCHEME
On the proposition of Councillor K. Meenan, seconded by Councillor S. Bellew, it was agreed to place the draft MPC Scheme on public display to seek nominations following clarification from the Department as to whether or not the Environment/Conservation/Culture nomination is to be by way of the local nominations process.
_____________________________________________________________________________
264/09
JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE SCHEME

Councillor I. Dooley noted that the number of committees is being reduced from 4 to 3.  The Dundalk Committee will be covering the North Louth area.  The County Manager explained that this had been agreed with the Garda Authorities as it represents the division of the Louth Garda Division into three separate District Areas.  Councillor Dooley said that Dundalk should have a committee of its own dealing specifically with law and order issues relating to the Town.  The County Manager advised that all Council Members will be on a Joint Policing Committee.
265/09
DEFERRED – NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR EAMONN O’BOYLE


PAYMENTS TO CONSULTANTS
“How much money has this Council paid out since 2000 to consultants such as Colin Buchanan, Ferguson McIlveen, Brett Hayes Higgins, Terry Murray & Associates, Kirk McClure Morton, Keith Simpson & Associates, O’Sullivan’s, etc.?”

Answer: 
 The Council delivered a Capital programme amounting to €350million since 2000 covering many fine infrastructural projects including Mulaharlin, Lios Dubh, Glenwood, and Lennon Melia Court Housing Schemes, Red Barns Road Improvement, Bothar an Iarainn, Earl Street and Park Street/Francis Street Improvement; Cavan Hill Expansion, Dundalk Waste Water Treatment Plant Lime Drier, and the Northern Sector Serviced Land Initiative, Two Development Plans, Two Retail Strategies, an Urban Design Framework Plan, an Extension to the Civic Amenity & Recycling Centre, 3 new Parks (Muirhevnamor, Aisling and St Leonards), Swimming Pool & Leisure Centre,  Town Hall Offices & Theatre Refurbishment, to name but some of the projects   

In some cases, where the expertise is not available from the Council’s own staff or is of a specialist nature, consultants were engaged to design, supervise and manage the contract.   All consultants were appointed in accordance with procurement principles and their fees were in accordance with national agreements. 

The total cost of such consultants’ amounted to €8.325 million including VAT, which represents 2.37% of the total cost of the infrastructure provided since 2000. 



Answer accepted by Councillor O’Boyle.
_____________________________________________________________________________
266/09
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR KEVIN MEENAN
“Can all members be informed of all the emergency Council Numbers of staff on call for out of hour’s emergencies i.e. house’s flooding etc”

Answer:
The telephone number to ring for out of hours emergencies is 1890202203.  The call will be answered by a Call Management Company that will alert the DTC supervisor who is on call.
Answer was noted by Councillor K. Meenan.  He asked how that worked over the weekend.  Ms C. Duff advised that the Call Management Company will contact the overseer on call.  There is an on call roster made up of an overseer, a driver, a general operative and a carpenter.  Additional resources can be called in if required.

_____________________________________________________________________________

267/09
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR E. O’BOYLE



(1): RE-NAMING EARL STREET DUNDALK
‘That this Council, in recognition of the work done for peace in Ireland, which was carried out by U.S. President Bill Clinton and in commemoration of the rapturous welcome which we afforded him in our town square on Tuesday, 12th December 2000, re-name ‘Earl Street’ as ‘Clinton Place’ or ‘Clinton Boulevard’ or ‘Clinton Parade’.

The motion was proposed by Councillor E. O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor H. Todd.  Mr D. Storey advised that a change of place name would require plebiscite.
Councillor E. O’Boyle also proposed that the Council invite the former President Bill Clinton back to Dundalk on the 10th anniversary of his visit and offer him the Freedom of the Town.  Same was seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy.  
A counter proposal by Councillor M. Dearey not to change the name of Earl Street was seconded by Councillor S. Bellew.  The counter proposal was carried on a vote of 4 to 1, with 6 abstentions.
A proposal by Councillor K. Meenan to erect a plaque or a sculpture at the Market Square to mark the former president’s visit was seconded by Councillor H. Todd.  Councillor M. Butler pointed out that there was already a piece of sculpture at the Square commemorating the visit but it would appear that there is no plaque indicating same.  Ms C. Duff advised that something could be done as part of the Market Square refurbishment.
_____________________________________________________________________________

268/09
NOTICE OF MOTION – COUNCILLOR E. O’BOYLE


(2): INITIATING AN ALLOTMENTS PROVISION STRATEGY FOR DUNDALK
“That this Council, in order to promote and to give a lead on sustainable living, investigate the procedure for initiating an ‘allotments provision strategy’ for Dundalk Town, particularly (but not exclusively) by reference to and by investigation of the commendable work in similar regard which is being carried out by the Beech Hill Allotments group at Killegar, Enniskerry, Co Wicklow”.
The motion was proposed by Councillor E. O’Boyle and seconded by Councillor J. D’Arcy.  Councillor M. Dearey stated that he also supported Councillor O’Boyle’s motion.

_____________________________________________________________________________

269/09
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR K. MEENAN
“In light of recent flooding across various points in Dundalk, what precautions are put in place to try to prevent other major floods, i.e. cleaning of drains etc?” 
Answer:
Following the recent flooding in various parts of Dundalk all areas of reported flooding have been inspected by Council staff. Where cleaning of gullies was identified as a likely cause the gully has been cleaned manually and left working. Where further potential problems were identified the Council technical staff are currently working through these areas with a view to compiling a list of remedial/improvement works.

In the longer term the Council will continue to clean gullies through the use of both its direct labour operation and its contractors. 

In this regard a private contractor is hired on a monthly basis to clean problematic manholes in the town and on completion of such work (in the afternoon) they clean gullies in areas highlighted as problematic by Dundalk Town Council’s staff. This monitoring and cleaning is continuous throughout the year. 

In addition, the gullies along the street cleaning contract route are cleared twice yearly. This part of the contract is due to commence in October.

A 4 yearly gully cleaning programme for the remainder of the gullies is in place which provides for these gullies to be cleaned at least once every 4 years although this has been substantially completed over the last 2 years. It should be borne in mind that road gullies can become blocked quite quickly for a variety of reasons which can be beyond the control of any gully cleaning programme. 

Councillor K. Meenan asked what are the potential problems referred to in the answer.  Ms C. Duff said network capacity and pumping capacity had been identified as potential problems.  Councillor Meenan asked that the Members be updated in due course.
_____________________________________________________________________________

270/09
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR E. O’BOYLE

(1): ENFORCEMENT OF PLANNING LAW AGAINST UN-AUTHORISED PALISADE FENCE
“What is the present position on the enforcement by this Authority of the Planning Law in respect of the un-authorised palisade fence blocking the route of the proposed IN23 cycleway/walkway along the railway embankment of the former Greenore Railway near Dundalk Harbour”.

Answer: The Dundalk Port Authority have complied with the Enforcement Notice.
Answer was accepted by Councillor E. O’Boyle.

_____________________________________________________________________________

271/09
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR E. O’BOYLE

(2): BRUSH & RUBBISH FIRES & THEIR COST TO THIS COUNCIL?

“How many times has our fire service attended at brush and rubbish fires on this Council’s land and on the adjoining privately owned land behind Boyle O’Reilly Terrace and St. Nicholas Avenue in the past 20 years and what has been the cost or expense to this Council of this on-going and continuing operation”?

This has been referred to the Chief Fire Officer for reply.

_____________________________________________________________________________

272/09
NOTICE OF QUESTION – COUNCILLOR E. O’BOYLE

(3): AN BORD PLEANALA TO DE-ZONE MUCH OF THE LAND ZONED RESIDENTIAL?
In the light of the statement made by Mr. John O’Connor, Chairman of An Bord Pleanála, on the occasion of the publication on 14th October 2009 of An Bord Pleanála’s 2008 Annual Report that a proportion of the excessively and unsustainably zoned residential land in many of the current Local Authority Development Plans will have to be de-zoned, I would ask the Manager to prepare an audit of such land in our County and Town jurisdictional areas, focussing particularly on land which we have zoned for residential development which has yet to be provided with roads infrastructure and main sewer service? This list should ideally grade lands in order of readiness to develop, having reference to criteria such as “ready to develop immediately”, to “requires main sewer service”, “requires provision of road”, “is up to four kilometres from the town centre”, etc.

This exercise will help to place the Members of our two Authorities in a position to establish whether any of our zoned land falls into the category complained of by the Board and if so, by how much.

I believe that we, as a Planning Authority, should adopt a proactive attitude to achieving the Board’s recommended position on planning, which is contained succinctly in the Chairman’s Address when he stated that, “Now, more than ever, we need to embrace the principles of good planning and sustainable development in order to prevent further deterioration of our environment, to respond to climate change, to maximise the return from expensive infrastructure investment, to get the most efficient use of limited land resources and to help restore confidence (by the public in our planning process) by producing well located good quality developments…”
Answer:
A reply will be circulated at the November Meeting.

_____________________________________________________________________________

273/09
RESOLUTIONS

On the proposition of Councillor J. Ryan, seconded by Councillor O. Morgan it was agreed to support the Kilrush Town Council motion.

_____________________________________________________________________________

274/09
CORRESPONDENCE

Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew advised that the next meeting with the HSE will take place this week or early next week during the day in Ardee.  He said that the full Council should attend or a representative from each group.  Councillor M. Butler suggested that whoever is available should attend.  Councillor M. Bellew said he would inform the Members when the meeting is to take place.

_____________________________________________________________________________

275/09
CONFERENCES


Noted.

_____________________________________________________________________________

276/09
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Councillor M. Dearey advised the Members that a closure notice under the Fire Services Act was served on the owners of Ard Dealgan Apartments, Quay Street, Dundalk.  An appeal against the notice was rejected by Judge Brennan in the District Court on 22/10/2009.  A number of the apartments had been let to employees of National Pen and now they have no accommodation.   Councillor Dearey asked if the Council could help.  The County Manager said this is the responsibility of the Landlord.  He would consult with the Town Clerk in the morning regarding this matter.

Ms C. Duff advised that the Part 8 drawings for the Creative Enterprise Centre are currently on display and will be coming before the Council in the near future.

Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Bellew expressed his disappointment that a decision had been made to close the Tourist Office over the winter months.  He proposed that the Council write to Failte Ireland and ask them to change their decision.  The County Manager said it was unfortunate that this has happened.  He will take up the matter with the Museum Curator to see if anything can be done.

_____________________________________________________________________________

277/09
VOTE OF SYMPATHY

On the proposition of Councillor S. Bellew, seconded by Councillor E. O’Boyle, the Members agreed to send a sincere vote of sympathy to the wife and family of the late Harold O’Sullivan.
The Meeting ended with prayers.
Minutes confirmed at Meeting

Held on the             day of                                2009
                                                                                           _____________________

                                                                                               CATHAOIRLEACH





     ________________________
                                                                                                CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
