DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF DUNDALK TOWN COUNCIL, HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, TOWN HALL, DUNDALK, ON TUESDAY 26TH MAY 2009
 AT 5.00 PM
PRESENT

Chairman, Councillor S Keelan, presided

ALSO PRESENT

Councillor M Bellew, Councillor S Byrne, Councillor J D’Arcy, Councillor M Dearey, Councillor I Dooley, Councillor N Lennon, Councillor A Grehan, Councillor K Meenan, Councillor E O’Boyle, Councillor J Ryan and Councillor H Todd
IN ATTENDANCE

C Murray, County Manager

F Pentony, Town Clerk

D Storey, Senior Executive Officer

J Lawrence, Administrative Officer

P Stuart, Senior Executive Engineer

S Mullen, Senior Executive Planner
I McDonald, Assistant Staff Officer

C Griffin, Clerical Officer

B McKevitt-Grills, Clerical Officer

THE MEETING COMMENCED WITH PRAYERS

129/09
The Chairman advised the members that a Book of Solidarity for Victims of 

Child Abuse in Institutions was open and in place in the Town Hall foyer.

Councillor M Bellew made a presentation on behalf of the members to Councillor S Keelan to mark his retirement from the Council.   Councillor S Keelan made a presentation on behalf of the members to Councillor N Lennon and Councillor S Byrne to mark their retirement from the Council.   Tributes followed from the members.   The Chairman, Councillor S Keelan formally welcomed Councillor Alan Grehan to his first meeting.
130/09
ADOPTION OF MINUTES
On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew, and seconded by Councillor E O’Boyle, the following minutes were adopted:-



Monthly Meeting 28th April 2009



Planning Meeting 12th May 2009

131/09
MATTERS ARISING
Councillor M Bellew referred to Minute No 104/09 and requested that the litter surveillance camera be deployed at Bring centres and other known litter black spots.   J Lawrence, Administrative Officer advised that this was programmed to happen.
Councillor M Bellew referred to Minute No.118/09 (Market Square) and queried whether the walls of the Arts Office were to the painted and F Pentony advised that they would.
Councillor E O’Boyle referred to Minute No 120/09 (Fencing at Maxwell’s Row) and sought an update on same.   F Pentony replied that there was no provision in the 2009 Budget for same.   It was agreed that Councillor E O’Boyle meet with P Stuart, Senior Executive Engineer on site to discuss the matter further.
Councillor J Ryan referred to Minute No. 118/09 (Market Square) and complimented Dundalk Town Council staff on improvements carried out there.

132/09
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
Councillor K Meenan queried the programme on replacement of doors / windows and D Storey, Senior Executive Officer responded that Phase 1 has been awarded, and that Phase 2 Contract will be awarded in mid June 
Councillor H Todd queried the position on future housing construction schemes after completion of the Blackrock Road Scheme.   D Storey, Senior Executive Officer, advised that after Blackrock Road Scheme and Barrack Street Scheme there were currently no proposals and that the Council will be implementing the Leasing option where possible.
D Storey, presented the members with a copy of the new Tenants Handbook.

133/09
REGENERATION SCHEME


The report was noted.
D Storey, Senior Executive Officer advised Councillor M Bellew that approval was awaited from Pobal to carry out planned tidy ups at rubbish hot spots in Muirhevnamor.

Councillor K Meenan agreed to discuss the provision of the pedestrian crossing on Hoey’s Lane with P Stuart, Senior Executive Engineer directly, and D Storey advised that funding was also awaited for this from Pobal. 
134/09
PROGRESS REPORT


The report was noted by the members.

135/09
UPDATED ROADS PROGRAMME FOR 2009
P Stuart, Senior Executive Engineer advised that the programme provides for urgent roads needs only due to a reduction in the Department “Special” Block Grant.   P Stuart confirmed that Muirhevna would not be resurfaced until 2010.  He clarified the length of works proposed for Mount Avenue, advised that ramps in estates will be painted and he agreed to investigate two ramps in place between Marian Park and Beechmount Drive that are alleged to be in a dangerous condition.

136/09
MATERIAL CONTRAVENTION OF THE DUNDALK & ENVIRONS DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2003/2009 – 08/63 WATERDOWN DEVELOPMENT LTD – RAMPART ROAD, LINK ROAD (MARSHES LOWER TOWNLAND) DUNDALK

On the proposition of Councillor M Bellew and seconded by Councillor M Dearey, the members agreed not to material contravene the Development Plan in relation to planning application No. 08/63 – Waterdown Development Ltd.

137/09
PRESENTATION ON LOW CARBON INITIATIVE

Ms Fiona Oster from SEI gave the members a presentation on the above Initiative.


The Chairmen thanked Ms Oyster for her detailed and informative presentation.

138/09
JOINT POLICING COMMITTEE UPDATE

D Storey, Senior Executive Officer advised the members that he has written to the Louth Dail Deputies and that a meeting will be held in July / August. 

139/09
SECTION 183 NOTICE – DISPOSAL OF 0.135 ACRES OF LAND TO O’HANLON PARK / HILLVIEW RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

On the proposition of Councillor J Ryan and seconded by Councillor H Todd, it was agreed by the members to dispose of the land as per Section 183 Notice.

140/09
EXTINGUISHMENT OF RIGHT OF WAY OF THE PUBLIC FOOTPATH’S LOCATED TO THE REAR OF 572 ASHLING PARK – 575 ASHLING PARK

On the proposition of Councillor H Todd and seconded by Councillor J Ryan, the members agreed to extinguish the Right of Way of the Public Footpath’s located to the rear of 572 Ashling Park – 575 Ashling Park.

141/09
EXTINGUISHMENT OF RIGHT OF WAY – PUBLIC FOOTPATH AT 251 AND 266 GLENWOOD, DUBLIN ROAD, DUNDALK

On the proposition of Councillor K Meenan and seconded by Councillor M Dearey the members agreed to extinguish the Right of Way of the Public Footpath at 251 and 266 Glenwood, Dublin Road, Dundalk.
142/09
EXTINGUISHMENT OF RIGHT OF WAY AT 9 -12 COOLEY PARK AND 

39 – 42 COOLEY PARK

On the proposition of Councillor I Dooley and seconded by Councillor M Bellew the members agreed to extinguish the Right of Way at 9 -12 Cooley Park and 39 – 42 Cooley Park, Dundalk.
143/09
Notice of Motion – Councillor Ian Dooley
“This Council replace the 4 OPD’s at Riverside Crescent No.’s 25, 26, 27 and 28 with newer, modern homes”

The Motion was seconded by Councillor S Keelan.    D Storey, Senior Executive Officer, advised the members that it is not Council policy to demolish properties at present due to the current financial difficulties and that there will be no new builds in 2010.

144/09
Notices of Motions - Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle 

1. “That this Council provide, as a matter of urgency, a row of bollards at the raised green area between Woodview Park and Castle Ross to prevent the anti-social behaviour which is currently on-going, of cars being driven across this green by irresponsible hooligans, which is putting the lives of children playing in the vicinity of this cul-de-sac in danger”
Councillor H Todd seconded the motion.   F Pentony agreed to discuss the issue with Councillor E O’Boyle.
2. “Lease small portion of land to Sub-Aqua Search & Rescue club” –

“That this Council in recognition of the selfless community volunteer service which has been provided to the Dundalk and wider community over many years by the Dundalk Sub-Aqua Search & Recovery Unit, lease a small portion of our land adjacent to the site of the former steam-packet baggage shed (as delineated in red on the attached map) to that organisation for 99 years subject to an annual rent”.

F Pentony advised that it was not within the members remit to instigate the sale / disposal of land, however any land to be disposed requires a resolution of the members (Section 183 Notice)
145/09
Notice of Question – Councillor Ian Dooley
What is the status/future plans for the crèche and community centre in Lios Dubh?

Answer:
An advert was placed in both the Dundalk Democrat and Argus newspapers on 11th June 2008 seeking expressions of interest for the management and operation of a Community Base Childcare Facility.  Unfortunately there were no expressions of interest received.

Dundalk Town Council made contact with the Louth County Childcare Committee seeking their assistance to try and find a suitable organisation to manage and operate this facility.

Louth County Childcare Committee were later approached by the Little Angels Co-operative who were looking for a community based crèche facility in Dundalk.  I met with a representative, Benedicta Attoh, who viewed the premises on behalf of Little Angels.  A subsequent viewing was later carried out with Fledglings Childcare, who operate and manage several childcare facilities in the Dublin area, and who are lending their support to the Little Angels Co-operative to set up a community crèche in Dundalk.

A meeting took place on 4th March 2009 between officials from Dundalk Town Council and the Fledglings Childcare Organisation and we are currently in negotiation with Fledglings regarding the operation and management of the childcare facility in Lios Dubh.




The answer was noted.

146/09
Notice of Question – Councillor Eamonn O’Boyle
Site behind St Nicholas Avenue, Dundalk

“Could this Council examine, as a matter of urgency, the feasibility of compelling the owner of the above site – which adjoins the gardens at the back of the homes along St Nicholas Avenue – to level the long pile of filling material which piled up along the site, blocking the residents’ view of the river and mountain?”

F Pentony, Town Clerk advised that he would look into this issue to ascertain what role, if any, the Council had in this.

147/09
RESOLUTIONS


Noted.

148/09
CONFERENCES


Noted.

149/09
CORRESPONDENCE
F Pentony, Town Clerk advised the members that the AGM would be held on Monday 15th June 2009 at 8.00 pm

THE MEETING ENDED AT 7.10 PM WITH PRAYERS

Minutes confirmed at Meeting 

Held on the  _______   day of __________________  2009.

            _______________________

CATHAOIRLEACH

_____________________

CLEIREACH AN BHAILE
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