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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday, 3rd September, 2012, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell,.

Councillors:  
L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 



M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh.
OFFICIALS:

                                   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager





Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Mr. T. Savage, Senior Executive Planner.






Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
152/12
Confirmation of Minutes.
.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded  by Councilor K. Callan, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 2nd July, 2012, were adopted.
153/12
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor M. O’Dowd referred to Minute No. 148/12 in relation to Pop Up Shops.   
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer indicated that a report would be available for the October Council Meeting. 

Councillor Coogan referred to Minute No. 145/12 and Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, indicated that no reply had been received from the Department of the Environment and Local Government in relation to providing an option to accept payment of motor tax by direct debit over a 12 month period.
.
154/12
Presentation from Drogheda Enterprise Centre. 
The attached presentation was given by Mr. Graham O’Rourke.  The Mayor and Members thanked Mr. O’Rourke for the presentation.   
155/12
Presentation from Drogheda Skaters Club.
Thomas McCormack and Dara O’Rourke gave the attached presentation on behalf of Drogheda Skaters Club and responded to queries from the Members.    The Mayor and Members thanked them for the presentation.    
.
156/12
Introduction presentation on Drogheda Urban Design Framework. 
Ms. Grainne Shaffrey from Shaffrey and Associates gave the attached presentation and responded to queries from the Members.   The Mayor and Members thanked Ms. Shaffrey for the presentation.    .
157/12
Termination of the 1995 Tenant Purchase Scheme.
The report on the termination of the 1995 Tenant Purchase Scheme which was circulated with the Agenda was noted.
158/12
Land Aggregation Scheme – Lands at Mell, Drogheda.
The attached report was circulated to the Members, and Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer responded to queries from the Members.    It was agreed that a Section 183 Notice will be circulated to the Members for consideration at the October Meeting.
.
159/12
Drogheda Borough Council Estate Management Policy as required under Section 58 of Housing Act, 1966 as amended by Section 9 of Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992 – For Adoption 

On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the Drogheda Borough Council  Estate Management Policy as required under Section 58 of the Housing Act, 1966, as amended by Section 9 of the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1992, and circulated with the Agenda is adopted.
160/12
To enter into an Agreement pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001 with Meath County Council whereby Drogheda Borough Council will exercise the powers, functions and duties of both Councils in relation to the carrying out of the R152 Platin Road Safety Scheme, as set out in Drawing No R1512a, funded by the NTA including design, procurement and construction of works within the administrative area of Meath County Council.

On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan seconded by Councillor F. Maher approval was given to enter into an agreement pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2011 with Meath County Council whereby Drogheda Borough Council will exercise the powers, functions and duties of both Councils in relation to the carrying out of the R152 Platin Road Safety Scheme as set out in Drawing No. 1512a, funded by the NTA including design, procurement and construction of works within the administrative area of Meath County Council as circulated with Agenda.
161/12
Amendments to 2012 Annual Roadworks Programme.
Following a discussion on the recommendation of Mr. Pat Finn, Borough Engineer, as per his report circulated with the Agenda that €160,000 provided in the Capital Works Programme 2012/2014 for refurbishment of Domincks Bridge be used to carry out the resurfacing of the IDA road and the provision of the Beechgrove roundabout be funded from the Capital Programme, a roll call was taken on the proposal as follows:  
For:

The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, Councillors L. Bell Woods, K. Callan,



R. Culhane, A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh       = 9

Against:         Councillors M. Coogan, I. Munster                                                                         = 2

The recommendation of Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, as per his report of 28th August, 2012, was approved. 
162/12
Traffic Study – Public Consultation.
It was agreed that the following Notice of Motion from Councillor M. O’Dowd would be taken in conjunction with this item 
That Drogheda Borough Council extensively advertises the Traffic changes proposed to facilitate the Closure of Laurence Gate and extends the closing date for submissions.
Reply:  A report outlining a plan for the public consultation has been prepared for the member’s consideration. There is no objection in principle to extending the closing date for submissions. 
Following a discussion it was agreed that some of the public workshops would be held in the evenings.   It was also agreed that the closing date for submissions would be extended to 
12th November, 2012.
163/12
List of forthcoming Conferences
The Members approved the attendance of Councillors Michael O’Dowd and Anthony Donohoe at the LAMA Autumn Seminar on 28th and 29th September, 2012, in the Mount Errigal Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal and the attendance of Councillor R. Culhane at a seminar – Development Initiative for your Community in the Westport Plaza Hotel, Castlebar Street, Westport, Co. Mayo on 7th and 8th September, 2012 
164/12
Members Community Grants
The Members approved the payment of the list of allocations as circulated with the Agenda.   Approval was also given to the payment of the following allocations:
Councillor M. Coogan – Tredagh View Residents Association              - €200

                                      Drogheda & District Roadbowling                    - €200

                                      The Well FC                                                       - €200

                                      Drogheda United FC                                          - €200




  Marian Park Residents Association                    - €200

                                      Grass Cutting Committee – Rowan Heights      - €200

Councillor K. Callan -    Drogheda Local Heroes                                   - €800
165/12
Monthly Progress Reports.
The monthly Progress Reports were noted. 
166/12

Condolences
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Eileen Dennis, Pearse Park, Drogheda, mother of Jeni Conaghan
and Pat Dennis both staff members of Drogheda Borough Council.

The family of the late Charlie Hurley, Hillview, Drogheda.

The family of the late Eugene McGuinness, Stameen, Drogheda.

The family of the late Betty Redmond, Stameen Lawns, Drogheda.
The family of the late Stephen McGuire, Rathmullan Park, Drogheda.

The family of the late Siobhan Campbell, Forest Park, Drogheda.

The family of the late Dara Collins, Mornington, Co. Meath.

The family of the late David Hughes, Priest Lane, Drogheda.

The family of the late Evelyn McQuillan, Pearse Park, Drogheda.
167/12
Notice of Motion – The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell.
The following Notice of Motion was withdrawn.

That this Council commence the necessary procedure to have the Rivercourt estate taken in charge having recently confirmed that the estate is deemed fit for this purpose and that this Council pursue the developer of the Boyne Meadow estate to have the final wearing course applied in order for the estate to be taken in charge and if necessary access the developer bond to have these works completed in the coming weeks”

Reply:  The Council has commenced the taking in charge process for this estate. A report will be brought before the Council in the near future.

The Council has agreed in principle to release part of the bond to enable the developer complete the surfacing. The developer is currently making arrangements to put this work in hand. 
168/12
Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher.

 ‘That Drogheda Borough Council carry out works and a clean up on Grove Hill to ensure the safety of pedestrians and that a report be drawn up for members indicating what further works are necessary to upgrade this much used pedestrian route.’ 

Reply: Pavement repairs have recently been carried out at Grove Hill. Dumping of rubbish is prevalent in the area, particularly in the undergrowth. A clean up will be carried out.

 The area will be examined with a view to identifying items of work that would enhance the walkway. A report will be drawn up for the members in sufficient time to enable any works proposed to be included in next year’s budget if funds are available.

The Members supported the Motion.

169/12
Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Gallagher.

Following on from the successful delivery of the new Scoil Olibheir Naofa building  on the Ballymakenny Road, via: a 'Service Level Agreement' with the Department of Education and Skills and the involvement of Louth County Council. I now call on Drogheda Borough Council, in conjunction with Louth County Council, to conclude a similar Service Level Agreement with the Department of Justice for the provision of a new court building in Drogheda to accommodate District, Circuit and Family Court sittings, and court clerk office accommodation.  

Reply: This is a matter for the Members.

The Members supported the Motion

Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, indicated that a letter will be issued to the Minster for Justice, Equality and Law Reform.    
170/12

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan

I am calling on Drogheda Borough Council to let the Members know when the following works will take place:

(a) When work will commence on the footpath under the Railway Bridge at Johns shop on the Duleek Road.

(b) When work will commence on the ramps at Beechwood Avenue/Beechwood Drive.
Reply:    (a) Work is expected to commence on the footpath under the Railway Bridge at Johns shop on the Duleek Road in early September. The Council worked collaboratively with Meath County Council to progress this scheme. The Council was notified in late August by the National Transport Authority of their approval for the scheme. 
(b) Work on the ramps at Beechwood is expected to be carried out in September.

The motion was noted.
171/12
Correspondence
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, informed the meeting that the Mayor, Councillor P. Bell had accepted an invitation to attend the Autumn Festival in Saint Mandé on 8th September.  The Council would also be taking the opportunity to promote Drogheda and the Boyne Valley with the Tourism Officer travelling to Saint Mandé.    
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer advised the meeting that the Sports Grants Scheme will be advertised in this weeks press.

The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, read a letter from Mr. John Hume thanking the Council for their good wishes on him being made a Knight of St. Gregory.

The attached letter from Drogheda City Status Group in relation to the Boyne Cable Bridge was circulated to the Members.
The Meeting concluded.
                                                     _________________________________________

                                                                                        MAYOR
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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