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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 5th November, 2012, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell,

Councillors:  
L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster


M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D.Wilton
OFFICIALS:

                                   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager



                                
 Mr. J. McGuinness, Director of Services.







 Mr. E. Woulfe, Chief Fire Officer.





Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
194/12
Confirmation of Minutes.
Councillor M. Coogan referred to Minute No. 197/12 and enquired if the Motion had been approved.   It was clarified that the Motion had been approved.   On the proposal of 
Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor K. Callan that the Minutes of Council Meeting held on lst October, 2012, were adopted.
195/12
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor M. Coogan referred to Minute No. 173/12 and indicated that it was Councillor Coogan who raised the query in relation to the ramps at Beechwood.
Councillor D. Wilton referred to Minute No. 173/12 in relation to the public meetings in respect of the Traffic Study.  A discussion took place in relation to notification of the public meetings and providing a leaflet drop.   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, indicated that a further public meeting could be arranged.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that notices had been placed in the local press, on the local radio and a leaflet drop had been done in the town centre.   He also stated that anyone who wished to discuss the matter could call to the Council Offices.

Councillor M. Coogan referred to Minute Nos 183/12 and 184/12 and enquired if the two Civic Receptions could be held on the same night.   The Mayor Councillor P. Bell, indicated that this was not possible.
Councillor F. Gallagher referred to Minute No. 195/12 and enquired if the Borough Engineer had inspected the potholes in Newfield.   Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, indicated that works can only be carried out within the budget provided.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh referred to Minute No. 173/12 in relation to the costing for the skateboard park.   Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, indicated that the cost of providing a skateboard park in Limerick was €300,000 and in Westport it was €150,000.  Mr. P. Finn, Borough  Engineer, indicated that site constraints still remain and that a meeting would be arranged in the coming week with the group.
196/12
Presentation on the development of Walking and Cycling Strategy for Drogheda.
The attached presentation was given by Mr. Kieran Boyle of Boyle and Associates and 

Mr. Darragh Malone of Atkins.    Mr. Boyle responded to queries by the Members.   The Mayor and Members thanked Mr. Boyle and Mr. Malone for the presentation.

197/12
Update on the Fr. Kevin Connolly Lourdes Stadium
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Engineer, informed the meeting that the Fr. Kevin Connolly Lourdes Stadium will open for business on Monday 12th November, 2012.   Bookings for the Stadium can be made through the Town Clerks Office.  The official opening will take place on 6th December, 2012.     
198/12
Louth Volunteers Centre – Office Accommodation.
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, informed the meeting that it is proposed to allocate portion of the old Motor Tax Office to Louth Volunteers Centre.
199/12
To enter into an Agreement pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2001 with Louth County Council, Dundalk Town Council and Drogheda Borough Council – carrying out of functions under both the Fire Services Act, 1981 – 2003 and the Building Control Acts 1990
The Agreement pursuant to Section 85 of the Local Government Act, 2011 with Louth County Council, Dundalk town Council and Drogheda Borough Council – carrying out of functions under both the Fire Services act, 1981 – 2003 and the Building Control Acts 1990 was circulated with the Agenda.   Mr. Joe McGuinness, Director of Service and Mr. Eamon Woulfe, Chief Fire Officer, responded the queries raised by the Members.   On the proposal of Councillor D. Wilton, seconded by Councillor I. Munster, it was agreed to defer making a decision on this matter until the December Meeting.
200/12
Drogheda 600 Concert on 16th November, 2012.
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, informed the meeting that composition that was composed under the % for Art Scheme will be performed at Drogheda 600 Concert on 16th November, 2012, at 7.30 p.m. in St. Peters Church, West Street, Drogheda.   She also indicated that the Christmas Street Lights would be turned on at 5.30 p.m. on the same evening.
201/12
Disposal of MV Sub station site at Swimming Pool, Marley’s Lane, Drogheda  (Section 183 Notice circulated on 17th October, 2012)
On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, approval was given to the disposal of MV Sub station site measuring 20 sq. meters outlined in red as shown on map Ref.No.2318-20  to ESB Networks for the sum of €1.00 plus costs and expenses as per Section 183 Notice circulated on 17th October, 2012.
202/12
Approval of Sports Grants Applications.
The Members approved the payment of the Sports Grants as per recommendation circulated with the Agenda.
203/12
Approval of the Arts Grants Applications. 
The Members approved the payment of the Arts Grants as per attached recommendation which was circulated at the meeting.
204/12
Request from Drogheda Civic Trust to address the Council at the December Meeting on a Proposal Bandstand.
The Members agreed to receive a deputation from Drogheda Civic Trust at the December Meeting.
205/12
List of Forthcoming Conferences.
There were no nominations
206/12
Members Community Grants
The Members approved the payment of the Members Community Grants as circulated with the Agenda. 
207/12
Monthly Progress Report
The monthly Progress Reports were noted.
208/12

Notice of Motion – K. Callan.
That the elected members of Drogheda Borough Council discuss the upcoming Drogheda Unification Composition Commission which will see a concert to be held as a major civic event in the month of November, 2012 with reference to the following;

1.     This commission relates to one of the most important civic dates that the People of Drogheda have seen in many years. On the occasion of the Drogheda 800 Celebrations in 1994 there was consultation with the elected members of this Council as to events being held at that time which has not occurred in this instance with the exception of a press release issued to the press and the elected members. 

2.     There has been no reference to this event at a meeting of this Council prior to the month of November, 2012 in which month the performance of the event is to be held. 

3.      That the public are required to pay an admission charge of E15 per person and E30 per family to attend the event which has been funded by the Per Cent for Art Grant Scheme in relation to the development of Drogheda Borough Councils social housing scheme in Mell provided by the Department. This money is public money collected from the taxpayer and as such there should be no charge to attend the event. 

4.    In reference to the above mentioned point, provision is made in the commission document that the commission fee of E29,000 for the composition of a piece of music shall require the contracted composer to , “compose a new commemorative work and animate /produce the project up to and including its premiere performance in early November, 2012”. The commission document also states that the above mentioned fee of E29,000, “must cover all costs associated with the commission- composer’s fee, community engagement, performance/event, recording and producing a CD etc”. As such there should be no additional charge on members of the public who in effect have already funded the above mentioned commission". 
 
Reply:  Drogheda Borough Council gave regular updates to the Members during the month of October on the proposals for the Drogheda 600th celebrations which had not been finalised at the last Council meeting in October. The music piece for the Drogheda 600th concert was commissioned by the Arts Office in accordance with the DECLG Per Cent for Art Scheme. As the abovementioned concert was on the 16th November it was planned to give an update at the November meeting.  

The Council have investigated the matter of fees and wish to confirm that no instruction was given to the successful tender in respect of any charge for tickets for this event.  No one from the Arts Service or Drogheda Borough Council authorised, approved of, or were aware in advance that promotional material would carry details of a ticket charge. The tickets are free as this cost was covered in the Per Cent for Art Grant.  The Council  instructed that changes be made to all promotional material and the website.  The tickets are available free from the Box Office of Drogheda Arts Centre and the Council would encourage the public to obtain a ticket as soon as possible as seats are limited.  
Councillor R. Culhane joined the Meeting.
Following a discussion it was agreed that a Meeting of the Protocol Committee would be arranged to discuss project selection under the Per Cent for Arts Grant. 
209/12

Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Gallagher
Drogheda Borough Council does not support the proposed re-naming of the Boyne Cable Bridge.

Reply: This is a matter for the Members.
A discussion took place and Ms. J. Martin, County Manager, informed the Meeting that this matter had been adjourned by Meath County Council at their Meeting on 5th November, 2012.
210/12

Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster
That Drogheda Borough Council has no confidence in the Minister for Health, James Reilly T.D., because of his inability to deliver on his budget commitments which were based on false and misleading targets in many areas that were never achievable or implementable due to his lack of governance, resulting in more chaos across the health service which will directly impact on patients because of more frontline services being cut, extra bed closures, and more cuts to social support services to the disabled and elderly.

 

The Minister's inability to manage the crisis in our health services saw more than 60 ill patients on trolleys in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in October; only weeks after 36 beds were closed in our county's hospitals. 

 

This Council notes that some of the direct result of Minister Reilly's actions in Louth are:
1 Proposal to discontinue respite beds and long stay beds in the Cottage Hospital

2 The permanent closure of a 20 bed step down ward in Louth County Hospital.

3. The closure of 16 beds on the 6th floor of Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital.

4. The reduction of opening hours of the Acute Medical Assessment Unit in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital.

5. The reduction of the provision of Home Help hours across the state.

  

This Council sees the emergency in the Health Service as having a direct impact on the lives of citizens in Drogheda and Louth.  

Reply:  This is a matter for the Members.
Following a discussion the following addition to the Motion was proposed by 
Councillor Michael O’Dowd, – and Drogheda Borough Council has no confidence in the HS - and was put to a vote:
For:         Councillors K. Callan, R. Culhane, A. Donohoe, M. O’Dowd                                     = 4.
Against:  The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell, Councillors L. Bell Woods, M. Coogan,

                F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, K. O’Heiligh, D.Wilton.                                       = 8
211/12
Condolences
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:
The family of the late Clare Smith, Ballsgrove, Drogheda.

The family of the late David Black, Northern Ireland

The family of the late Jim Broughton, Greenhills, Drogheda.

The family of the late Pat Hackett, Ballsgrove, Drogheda, former staff Member of Drogheda Borough Council.

The family of the late Joan Meagher, Tipperary, mother of Joe Meagher staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.

212/12

Another Other Business

The Mayor Councillor P. Bell informed the Members that a Remembrance Day Service will be held in St. Peter’s Church of Ireland on Sunday 11th November, 2012, at 11.00 a.m.
The Mayor Councillor P. Bell informed the Members that the Australian Ambassador will visit the Tholsel on Monday 12th November, 2012, at 4. p.m.

The remaining items on the Agenda were deferred to the next Meeting.

The Meeting concluded. 
                                                     _________________________________________

                                                                                        MAYOR
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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