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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on 5th March, 2012, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan.

Councillors:  
P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, M. Coogan, R.  Culhane,




A. Donohoe, F. Maher, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, 



K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, County Manager






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Ms. R. McAuley, Financial Management Accountant






Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
32/12
Confirmation of Minutes.
.
On the proposal of Councillor A  Donohoe,  seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 6th February, 2012, were adopted.
33/12
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh asked that his request for Members Allocation in the €1,500 to the St. Vincent de Paul which was approved at the February Council Meeting and not included in the Minutes  be noted.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh referred to Minute No. 29/12 where it was stated that land may need to be acquired if a roundabout at Beechgrove was to be installed.     Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that a small portion of land may be required if the roundabout was to be installed. 

Councillor L. Bell Woods enquired when Forest Park would be taken in Charge.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that  if a request was made by the Developer to have the estate taken in charge the matter would be looked at.
34/12
Update on current projects.
Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, gave the following update on current projects:
Boice Court, Mell Housing Scheme
Construction of the units due to be completed in September 2012 with 20 of the units being designated as Incremental Purchase Units.  The Council will in the coming weeks be in contact with all tenants of the Council, Voluntary Housing and persons on the housing list who had expressed an interest in the units.  The remaining 30 units to be allocated to persons on the Housing List in accordance with the Council’s allocation scheme.  
Build to Lease at Moneymore
North and East to complete tendering process in April 2012 with construction to commence in June 2012.  The Council received approval from the DECLG for the funding of 3 of the units for disabled, homeless and elderly under the Capital Assistance Scheme. 
Leasing
The Council is currently in the process of finalising the leasing of 12 units at John Street and 15 units at Scotch Hall. 
Lourdes Stadium
Construction is ongoing with the running track to be completed in April.   A preliminary meeting of the Lourdes Stadium Management Committee to take place in the coming weeks.  It is hoped to have an official opening of the facility in May 2012.
Coca Cola Social Club Building
Lease between Coca Cola and the Borough Council has been finalized.  A preliminary meeting of the Management Committee has taken place and arrangements are being made for the premises to be operational in the very near future.
The Tholsel
Preliminary design works have commenced for phase 2 of the redevelopment.  The Council are currently awaiting confirmation of the funding required to complete the works. 

Redevelopment of Fair Street 
An advertisement has been placed on etenders for the engagement of an Architectural Led Design Team to commence the planning and design stage of the redevelopment. 
35/12
Proposed leasing of premises at Carnegie Library building, Fair Street, Drogheda to Drogheda Youth Development Ltd.  (Section 183 Notice circulated on 24th February, 2012.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by the Mayor, Councillor K. Callan, approval was given to the leasing of premises at Carnegie Library building, Fair Street, Drogheda, to Drogheda Youth Development Ltd. as per Section 183 Notice circulated on 24th February, 2012. 
36/12
Sale of Fee Simple Interest in property at 14 Chord Road, Drogheda to Joseph and Mary Coogan.(Section 183 Notice circulated on 17th February, 2012.

On the proposal of Councillor A. Donohoe, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane, the Members approved the sale of the fee simple interest property at 14 Chord Road, Drogheda, to Joseph and Mary Coogan as per Section 183 Notice circulated on 17th February, 2012.
37/12
2012 Annual Road Works Programme

Mr. P, Finn, Borough Engineer, circulated details of a proposed roundabout at the Beechgrove junction.   A discussion on the 2012 Annual Road Works programme, as circulated with the agenda, and the draft drawing for a roundabout at Beechgrove took place.   On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor I. Munster the 2012 the Annual Road Works Programme was approved subject to clarification being obtained on whether the sum of €125,000 under the Block Grant for the IDA road could be transferred to facilitate the provision of a roundabout at Beechgrove.
38/12
Report on St. Domincks Bridge 
The Members noted the report of Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, dated 27th February, 2012, which was circulated with the Agenda. 
39/12
Housing Estate - Taking in Charge - The Sycamores, Greenhill’s, Drogheda. 
The Members approved the Taking in Charge of The Sycamores, Greenhills, Drogheda, as per report of Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk dated 27th February, 2012, and circulated with the Agenda.
40/12
Proposed Traffic Calming Scheme  at Mell Lane, Drogheda.
On the proposed of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane, the Members approved the traffic calming scheme at Mell Lane as per report of Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, dated 28th February, 2012, and circulated with the Agenda.
41/12
To note the Minutes of Traffic Management Committee Meetings held on 9th January and 25th January, 2012 
The Minutes of Traffic Management Committee Meetings held on 9th and 25th January, 2012 which was circulated with the Agenda were noted.
42/12
Statutory Audit Report for the year ended 31st December, 2010.
The Statutory Audit Report for the year ended 31st December, 2010, which was circulated with the Agenda was noted.
43/12
Capital Loan and Subsidy Scheme - to seek approval to drawdown additional funds of  €26,191 from the Housing Finance Agency and to advance a  loan up  to €26,191 to Cluid Housing Association for the completion of 30 apartments at Newtown Meadows, Drogheda.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh, the Members gave approval that this Council hereby agrees to drawdown the additional funds of €26,191 from the Housing Finance Agency and hereby agrees to advance a loan of up to €26,191 to Cluid Housing Association for the completion of the 30 apartments at Newtown Meadows, Drogheda, Co. Louth.
44/12

Capital Assistance Scheme - to seek approval to advance a loan of up to €405,000 to North and East Housing Association for the provison of 3 units of accommodation at Money more, Drogheda, Co. Louth. 
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan, the Members agreed that this Council hereby agrees to advance a loan of up to €405,000 to North and East Housing Association for the provision of 3 units of accommodation at Moneymore, Drogheda.
45/12

 List of Forthcoming Conferences
There were no nominations to attend Conferences.    On the proposal of Councillor I. Munster, seconded by Councillor F. Maher it was agreed that the conference in relation to Media, Social Media and Effective Time Management should not appear on future Agendas.
46/12

Members Community Grants.
The Members approved the payment of allocations as circulated with the Agenda.   The Members also approved the following allocations submitted by:
The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan - €200 to Cherrybrook Drive Residents Association.

                                                        €700 to Westcourt Residents Association
Councillor Imelda Munster            - €500 Dignity 4 Patients

                                     - €300 Connect Family Resource Centre 

                                      - €300 Save our Cottage Hospital Action Group 

47/12
Monthly Progress Reports.
The Members noted the monthly progress reports
48/12
Notice of Motion - Councillor P. Bell.

That this Council take in charge the Rivercourt Estate on Rathmullan Road'

Reply:  No request has been received from the developer of this estate to have it taken in charge. The Council will however contact the developer to ascertain his intentions in this regard. 

Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that a report would be available for the next meeting of the Council.

49/12
Condolences

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

Mr. Pat Savage, Drogheda Borough Council Staff Member on the death of his Mother.

Ms. Mary Campbell, Drogheda Borough Council Staff Member on the death of her Father in Law

The family of the late Mr. Geoffrey O’Donoghue, Drogheda, Co. Louth.
The family of the late Mr. Patrick Gibney, Ballsgrove, Drogheda.
The family of the late Ms. Bridie McKenna, Marian Park, Drogheda
The family of the late Ms. Geraldine Monaghan, Bredin Street, Drogheda

The family of the late Supt. Michael Hoare, Swords, Co. Dublin.
50/12
Notice of Motion - Councillor M. Coogan.

Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to place speed ramps in the Beechwood Avenue area to help curb speeding.

Reply: A traffic calming scheme at Beechwood Avenue may be considered subject to a traffic speed survey being undertaken to determine the warrant for same. If such works are determined as being necessary they will be subject to public consultation and the appropriation of adequate funding. 
The Members supported the motion.

51/12

Notice of Motion - The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan.

That this Council consider the resolutions suggested by the Drogheda City Status Campaign at the February meeting of the Council and that this Council consider passing both resolutions. 
 
The Resolutions being as follows;
 
"That the members of Drogheda Borough Council from this day forward give their consent and approval to the people of Drogheda referring to Drogheda as the City of Drogheda. 
&
That this Council, as a matter of urgency, liaise and consult with all relevant government departments, state agencies and statutory bodies to ensure that Drogheda remains a seat of local government".
Reply: This is a matter for the Members.
The Members supported the Motion.

52/12

Notice of Motion - Councillor R. Culhane

Will the Borough Council address the issue of flooding on the Dublin Road opposite the offices of Flogas, North bound carriageway. This is an accident waiting to happen with cars swerving to avoid the flood, pedestrians cannot negotiate the footpath on the same side that is also covered with water and mud on days where there is rain". 
Reply: The area in question is in a hollow and is susceptible to flash flooding when the gullies get blocked. To address this, measures will be taken to ensure that the gullies are inspected regularly and cleaned
The Members supported the Motion.

53/12

Notice of Motion - Councillor M. O’Dowd.

That Drogheda Borough Council installs the Big Belly solar powered compacting, street bins which will contribute to cleaner streets especially at weekends as well as lower maintenance and collection costs . The installation to take place following the evaluation of the bins installed elsewhere in County Louth and partial funding to be sought from the commercial sector.

Reply: This proprietary system is currently being piloted by Louth County Council in Blackrock. The pilot scheme will assist the Louth Local Authorities in evaluating the effectiveness and efficiency of these bins. The possible rollout of the system in the larger towns such as Drogheda will be considered as part of this evaluation. Any contribution from either the voluntary or commercial sectors in keeping our streets cleaner is to be welcomed.   

The Members noted the Motion. 

54/12
Correspondence.

The Mayor circulated a letter from Mr. Gerald Nash, T.D.in relation to St. Vincent de Paul 5k fun run on Sunday 18th March, 2012.
The Deputy Mayor, Councilor R. Culhane will travel to Boston for the St. Patricks Day Celebrations by the Charitable Irish Society which will celebrate its 275th anniversary.  Boston has also been selected as the overseas site for the 2012 Irish Famine Commemoration at which the Charitable Irish Society will play a prominent role in the year long programme of events planned.
55/12
Notice of Question - Councillor M. Coogan.

The Members agreed that the following Notice of Question in the name of Councillor M. Coogan should be discussed.

Because the Thatch Pub is a listed building, is there any scheme in which Drogheda Borough Council could take up the grant on offer to the owners and carry out the necessary works and also go after the owner at the same time for the rest of the money.

Reply: The Conservation Officer has not been notified of any grants being made available for listed buildings for 2012. Should a call for grant applications be made, the Council will evaluate the conditions attached and will consider all options open to it in respect of this building. It should be noted that previous grant offers were never drawn down by the owner and these have now lapsed.
Following a discussion it was agreed that a progress report on the matter would be issued to the Council.

The meeting concluded

                                                     ________________________________

                                                                          MAYOR.
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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