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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Tholsel, West Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 11th June, 2012, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan.

Councillors:  
P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,




F Gallagher, F. Maher, M. O’Dowd,



K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:



Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.





Mr. B. Harten, County Arts Officer.

At the outset the Mayor Councilor welcomed everyone to the meeting which was the first meeting to be held in Tholsel in 122 years.

107/12
Confirmation of Minutes.
.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councilor F. Maher, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 14th May, 2012, and Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on 29th May, 2012, were adopted.
108/12
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor D. Wilton referred to the Minutes of the Special Meeting held on the proposals for the closure of Laurence Gate to vehicular traffic.    He referred to a meeting which was held with Bus Eireann on 11th June, 2012.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services informed the Meeting that this meeting was with the Age Friendly Committee in relation to rural transport.   He referred to his proposal at that meeting that a public meeting should be held with traders, residents and taxis prior to the public consultation.   The Mayor indicated that the matter could be dealt with at No. 11 on the Agenda.
Councillor D. Wilton referred to Minute No. 1001/2 – Council Meeting held on 14th May, 2012, and enquired if there was any update on the matter.    Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that the area would be examined.     

Councillor F. Gallagher indicated that his apologies for not attending the Meeting on 29th May, 2012, was not recorded. 

.
109/12
Presentation by Con O’Donoghue – Digital Switchover Champion for Louth.
Mr. Con O’Donoghue presented a short video on the digital switchover for Louth..and circulated the attached brochure to the Members.   Mr. O’Donoghue responded to queries raised by the Members.    The Mayor and Members thanked Mr. O’Donoghue for the presentation.
11012
Thomas Markey Painting.
Councillor K. Callan indicated that a request had been received to have a painting by 
Thomas Markey included in the Municipal Collection.  Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that an Assessor had been engaged to look at the painting and a report was expected shortly.
.
111/12
Proposed Leasing of land at Greenhills, Drogheda to The Alzheimers Society of Ireland (Revised Section 183 Notice circulated on 29th May, 2012.
On the proposal of Councillor Bell, seconded by Councillor L. Bell Woods, the Members approved the granting of a lease to The Alzheimers Society of Ireland for a site at Greenhills, Drogheda, measuring 0.82 acres for a term of 35 years at an annual rent of €1,000.   The resolution passed at Council Meeting held on 6th December, 2010, is hereby rescinded.

112/12
Drogheda on the Boyne Tourism Action Plan.(report attached to Minutes of Council Meeting held on 14th May, 2012)
The report was noted.
113/12
Proposed Incremental Purchase Scheme at Boice Court, Mell, 

The attached report was circulated and noted.

114/12
Report on suitability of St. Dominicks Bridge site for skateboard Park 
A report  dated 1st June, 2012, from Mr. Pat Finn, Borough Engineer, was circulated with the Agenda, recommending that the proposed Skateboard Park is not located on this site.   
Councillor K. O’Heiligh circulated the attached photographs with comments attached to each and proposed that the site be developed for a skateboard park.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services, advised the meeting that if the Members approved the proposal it was against the advice of the Borough Engineer and Ms. Martin would have to consider whether or not she could implement any decision made by the Members.    Following a discussion and on the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh seconded by Councillor F. Maher the following was put to the Members – Designate site at Dominicks Park East for a Skateboard Park and correspond with the relevant Minister for funding:
For:     Councillors P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan, M. Coogan

             R. Culhane, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I Munster, M O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D.Wilton   = 11

The proposal was carried.
115/12
Declaration of Public Roads –Pines Hamlet (report and map attached)
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the members approved the declaration of public roads – Pines Hamlet.
116/12
Bridge View Taking in Charge (adjourned from May Meeting – report attached)
Councillor F. Gallagher indicated that he could not take part in the discussion as his brother was the Developer of this Estate.   A discussion took place on the position of the ESB pole.  Following a discussion the following proposals were put forward and a vote taken as follows:
Proposed by the Mayor Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane – that Bridge View be taken in Charge
For:         Councilors P. Bell, L. Bell, Woods, The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan,

                Councilors R. Culhane, F. Maher, M O’Dowd,                                                 =  6

Against:  Councillors M. Coogan, I. Munster, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton                           =  4

Councillor F. Gallagher abstained from the vote.

The proposal of Councillor D.Wilton, seconded by Councillor I. Muster that the matter be deferred to the next month and the Council contact the Developer and ESB in relation to the relocation of the ESB pole was lost.
117/12
Proposal to put Amended Traffic Flow Arrangement in Town Centre out to Publc Consultation – adjourned from Meeting on 29th May, 2012 – report attached)
Following a discussion on the public consultation process it was agreed to go to public consultation and extend the period until 30th November, 2012.
118/12
Disposal of fee simple interest in various properties under Section 26 of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978.  (Section 183 Notice circulated on 21st May, 2012.
On the proposal of P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, approval was given to the disposal of the fee simple interest in various properties under Section 26 of the Landlord and Tenant (Ground Rents) (No. 2) Act, 1978 as circulated on 21st May, 2012.
119/12
To note date of 25th June, 2012 for Annual Meeting.
The date for the Annual Meeting was noted. .
120/12
List of Forthcoming Conferences

Approval was given to  Councillor M. O’Dowd and Councillor .R. Culhane to attend the John Boyle O’Reilly Society of Ireland Annual Summer School on 13th-14th July, 2012, in the Westcourt Hotel, Drogheda.
121/12
Condolences

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Padraig Faulkner, Ravel, Dunleer, Co. Louth, former T.D. for Louth..
The family of the late Maureen Carolan, St. Peters Place, William Street, Drogheda.
The family of the late Marie Boyle, Stameen, Drogheda .

The family of the late Kevin Dawe, Clogherhead, Drogheda.

The family of the late Mary Lyons, Forest Park, Drogheda.
The family of the late Michael Gaynor, Yellowbatter, Drogheda.

The family of the late Gary Walsh, Rathmullan Park, Drogheda
The family of the late Lily Lambe, Mary Street, Drogheda.

The family of the late Kay Crimmins, Dublin Road, Drogheda.

The family of the late Tommy Harding, Roughgrange, Drogheda.
122/12
Members Community Grants.
The Members approved the payment of allocations as circulated with the Agenda.   The Members also approved the payment of €200 to Upstage Theatre Project by Councillor I. Munster. 
123/12
Monthly Progress Reports.
The Members noted the monthly progress reports.
124/12
Notice of Motion – The Mayor Councillor K. Callan.
That the elected members of Drogheda Borough Council support the draft plan put forward by the Drogheda on the Boyne Tourism Committee, established as a part of the RTE Local Heroes Initiative. That this proposal for match funding of E25,000 from Drogheda Borough Council and Louth Local Authorities will greatly assist promotion of Drogheda as a tourism centre. That in so doing, the Council show their commitment to working towards the establishment of Drogheda as the Gateway to the Boyne Valley and to reinforce and supplement the worthwhile efforts of the Boyne Valley Tourist Officer and the joint approach being taken by Louth and Meath Local Authorities. That such a joint approach in light of recent successes with the National Famine Commemoration, the arrival of our first cruise vessel "The Clipper Adventurer" and the positive publicity Drogheda has received nationally with the RTE Local Heroes Initiative will allow such worthwhile efforts to continue generating increased tourist numbers and reap rewards for our local economy.

Reply:  This is a matter for the Members. However, no specific provision was made in the 2012 Budget relevant to this proposed match funding of €25,000.  On foot of the joint agreement between Meath and Louth this Council made a provision of €60,000 for the engagement of the Boyne Valley Tourism Officer and the marketing of the Boyne Valley Tourism Plan which had its official launch in the Highlanes on Thursday 31st May, 2012.  A further budgetary provision of €70,000 was made for Economic Development.  This allocation has provided for expenditure incurred by the Council in hosting the National Famine Commemoration and a series of events leading up to the 13th May, 2012. Further expenditure will be incurred within this allocation for the celebration of Drogheda’s 600th anniversary later in the year.  In considering the Motion the Members must (1) identify the source of the funding required within the adopted Budget, (2) clarification details must be provided with regards to the commitment on match funding from the private sector and (3) as indicated at the adoption of the 2012 Revenue budget all expenditure for 2012 is dependant on actual income receipts including commercial rates, rents, water charges etc.  
Following a discussion it was agreed that the matter could not be finalized until the question of the availability of funding within the Council’s revenue budget had been finalized.  The Director of Services & Town Clerk Ms. Martin advised the Council that if any decision was made for the Council to provide match funding that the traders match funding would need to be paid into the Council and that a Committee should be established with the Councillors to decide on the administration of any funding.  The Members deferred any final decision to a future meeting. 
125/12
Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher.
That Drogheda Borough Council put in place a traffic management plan in advance of the opening of St. Mary’s Parish School, Bryanstown Cross Route.’

Reply: Traffic management in the vicinity of the new school is a matter for An Garda Siochana to police. The school authorities are responsible for traffic within the school grounds. 

The anticipated traffic associated with the school, as submitted under the planning process is as follows.

The total school population is 972 pupils. Of these 300 are expected to arrive by bus and a further 300 on foot. Of the remaining 372 it was conservatively estimated that there is a 50% sibling population thereby giving an anticipated 186 daily car journeys to the school. The morning drop off will be the busiest time as the afternoon collection times are staggered between the junior and senior sections of the school. The school is expected to open at approximately 8:40 with pupils arriving from then until 9:30 am. The peak arrival time is expected to be the 20 minute period between 8:50 am and 9:10 am when an estimated 70% of parents will arrive. This equates to 130 cars. There are a total of 100 parent parking spaces with additional dedicated staff parking spaces within the school grounds. Dedicated bus parking bays are provided along the public road. The applicant proposed that 23 of the 100 spaces be provided for daily drop offs and that this would be sufficient allowing for a 5 minute turn around. The planning conditions however stipulate that a minimum of 100 spaces are made available within the confines of the proposed development to cater for the drop off and pick up traffic.

Co ordination between the authorities responsible for traffic management, both on the school site and off site will be required in order to ensure traffic flows freely. The infrastructure to cater for the traffic has been provided on the basis of the traffic management plan as set out in the planning application. The Council intends to monitor the implementation of this plan and will collaborate with the school authorities and An Garda Siochana in implementing any adjustments that might be required.   The Council has written to the school authorities and An Garda Siochana requesting a meeting to discuss traffic matters in advance of the opening of the school.

The Members supported the Motion.

126/12
Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell.
That this Council immediately commence the procedure to facilitate the extinguishment of the Right of Way adjacent to 66 HIllview'

Reply: Section 73 of the Roads Act 1993 devolved the power to extinguish public rights of way to the elected members of local authorities.

Subsection (1) requires the local authority to give notice of any proposal to extinguish a public right of way. The local authority must consider all written objections and representations. Any person making objections or representations can request the authority to hear his/her case at an oral hearing and it may, if it considers appropriate, appoint a person to hold an oral hearing and it must then consider that person’s report.

Subsection (6) allows the local authority to do whatever is necessary to give effect to the extinguishment of a public right of way and to ensure the safety of the general public following the extinguishment. 

If the members agree in principle to proceed with extinguishing the right of way consideration will have to be given as to how best to deal with the area affected by the extinguishment so that it does not become an eyesore. At a minimum the area will need to be fenced off but there is a risk that such fencing could be removed, as has happened in the past by people continuing to use the walkway. It should be noted that a foul sewer runs along the walkway and therefore the option of disposing of the plot to the adjacent householder is not recommended as access will be required to maintain the sewer. No provision has been made in this year’s budget for any works here.
The Members agreed that the procedure for the extinguishment of the right of way commence.
127/12
Notice of Motion - Councillor I. Munster
Calling on the Council to give a date for commencement of the landscaping and other outstanding works relating to the taking in charge of Ashfield estate to ensure no further delay for homeowners in Ashfield.

Reply: It is expected that the outstanding work will commence by August and be completed by October. 
The Members supported the Motion.
128/12
Notice of Motion - Councillor M. O’Dowd.

That Drogheda Borough Council makes a submission to An Bord Pleanala outlying the councils concerns at the application by Indaver for a Hazardous Waste License.

Reply:   This is a matter for the members.
The Members supported the Motion.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the Meeting that the submission will have to be made by the Members.
129/12
Notice of Motion - Councillor F. Gallagher. 
I formally request Drogheda Borough Council to continue with and complete the road resurfacing work and road repairs in Newfield which commenced last year (2011).  

The road surface in parts of this estate is now in a very poor condition.

Reply: Further road resurfacing works are scheduled to be carried out this year in Newfield under the 2012 Road works Programme.

The motion was noted

130/12
Any Other Business
The Mayor Councillor K. Callan informed the Meeting that the launch for the bid for the Fleadh Cheoil will be held in the D Hotel on 21st June, 2012, and the official opening of the Coca Cola Community Centre will take place on Friday 22nd June, 2012.

The Mayor Councillor K. Callan thanked the Members and Officials for their co-operation during his term of office as Mayor.

The meeting concluded.

                                                     _________________________________________

                                                                                        MAYOR
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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