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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governors House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday, 2nd July, 2012 at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell,.

Councillors:  
L. Bell Woods, K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,



A. Donohoe, F Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 



M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:

                                    Mr. C. Murray, County Manager.







Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
133/12
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councilor F. Maher, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 11th June, 2012 and the Minutes of Annual Meeting held on 25th June, 2012, were adopted.
134/12
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor K. Callan refereed to Minute No. 124/12 - Meeting held on 11th June, 2012, in relation to funding for the tourism plan put forward by the Drogheda on the Boyne Tourism Committee, and suggested that a sum of €6,000 be put forward for the last quarter of the year.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that that this sum could be committed subject to match funding from the Traders and the establishment of a committee to administer the funding.  The Mayor Councillor P. Bell suggested that 2 Councillors should be nominated to sit on the Committee.   On the proposal of Councillor R. Culhane seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe it was agreed that Councillor K. Callan would sit on the Committee.   On the proposal of Councillor I. Munster seconded by Councillor F. Gallagher it was agreed that Councillor M. Coogan would sit on the Committee.   On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd it was agreed that the Mayor would sit on the Committee as an ex-officio.   
135/12
Proposed presentation from Drogheda Enterprise Centre Company at the September Council Meeting.
It was agreed that a presentation from the Drogheda Enterprise Centre Company be received at the September Council Meeting.   
The Members agreed to take Item No. 14 - Notice of Motion in the name of 
Councillor K. O’Heiligh at this stage – That Drogheda Borough Council agree to a presentation by the Drogheda Skaters Club at the September Meeting.   The Members agreed that a presentation by the Drogheda Skaters Club be made at the September Meeting.   Both presentations to be limited to 10 minutes each.
136/12
Unaudited Drogheda Borough Council Annual Financial Statement 2011 
Mr. C. Murray County Manager and Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk responded to queries by the Members on the unaudited Drogheda Borough Council Annual Financial Statement 2011 which was circulated with the Agenda.  Clarification in relation to queries raised in respect of wages and salaries and professional and consultancy fees would be made available at the September Meeting.
.
137/12
Proposal to proceed to commence procedure for Extinguishment of Public Right of Way adjacent to 66 Hillview, Drogheda. 
Approval was given to proceed to commence the procedure for the Extinguishment of Public Right of Way adjacent to 66 Hillview, Drogheda, as recommended in report from Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, dated 26th June, 2012, and circulated with the Agenda.
138/12
Proposal to proceed to commence procedure for Extinguishment of Public Right of Way adjacent to 150 Knockback Downes, Drogheda. 
Approval was given to proceed to commence the procedure for the Extinguishment of Public Right of Way adjacent to 150 Knockbrack Downes, Drogheda. as recommended in report from Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, dated 26th June, 2012, and circulated with the Agenda
139/12
Water Conservation Project – Site Investigations Works.

The attached report was circulated to the Members, and Mr  P. Finn, Borough Engineer responded  to queries raised.
140/12
List of Forthcoming Conferences

There were no nominations.    Councillor R. Culhane informed the meeting that President 
Michael D. Higgins will accept the literary award form the John Boyle O’Reilly Committee in the Merrion Hotel, Dublin, on 10th July, 2012, and all the Members are invited.
141/12
Members Community Grants.
The Members approved the payment of allocations as circulated with the Agenda.   
142/12
Monthly Progress Reports.
The Members noted the monthly progress reports.
143/12
Notice of Motion –Councillor F. Gallagher
In view of the continuing unemployment crisis, Drogheda Borough Council urges all local businesses, employers and state agencies, for the foreseeable future, to fill job vacancies from the ranks of those registered as unemployed (i.e. the Live Register).

Reply:  This is a matter for the Members.
The Members supported the Motion.
. 
144/12
Notice of Motion – Councillor L. Bell Woods
Calling on the Drogheda Borough Council to erect a fence on top of the wall separating Glenmore Drive from Scarlett Crescent, in order to prevent ongoing anti social behaviour at this site.

 
Reply: An onsite inspection at Glenmore Drive was carried out on 4th April, 2012 to determine how alleged access was being gained from Scarlet Crescent.  The boundary walls between Glenmore and Scarlet Crescent are of a substantial height. No. 85 Scarlet Crescent alongside the open space is well fenced off and very secure. Indeed the resident has a lock in place. There is nothing on the Scarlet Crescent side that would be helping youths to gain access. The Council has no provision and will not be erecting a fence at this location.  
The Members supported the Motion.  Ms. J. Martin, Director of Service and Town Clerk indicated that a meeting could be arranged with the Resident in question.
145/12
Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher.
In the interests of the public that the Members of Drogheda Borough Council call on the Department of the Environment and Local Government to provide an option to accept payment of motor tax by direct debit over 12 months with no additional cost to the annual fee.’

Reply: This is a matter for the Members.
The Members supported the Motion and Councillor D. Wilton proposed and the Members agreed that a letter should be sent to the Minister suggesting that Drogheda be a pilot for the scheme.   The Mayor Councillor P. Bell indicated that he would communicate with the Department.
146/12
Notice of Motion - Councillor R. Culhane.
Will this Borough Council do an audit of the Clothing Banks situated within the Borough of Drogheda.   In view of the fact that there are many banks posing as legitimate Charities when in fact they are operating for purely selfish financial gain and are detrimental to the operation and survival of legitimate Charitable Organisations.
Reply:   Second hand clothes voluntarily donated and intended for re use is generally deemed not to be waste unless they are collected knowingly contaminated or otherwise unfit for purpose. As waste authorisation is only required for specified waste activities the collection of material not deemed a waste is not subject to the Waste Regulations. 

The Office of the Revenue Commissioners Charities maintains a database of organisations to which they have granted charitable tax exemption. However there is no legal framework for the registration of charities in Ireland. 

The Council therefore has no role in regulating these clothes banks except those that are located on Council property. It should be noted that the Council recently removed an unauthorised clothes bank from the Mell car park. 

In light of the above it is considered that an audit of clothes banks should only be considered as part of an overall county wide strategy. There is little point in Drogheda carrying out its own study separate from the rest of the County to address what is a county wide issue. 
The Members supported the motion and it was agreed that the matter should be put on the Agenda for the JPC Meeting and should also be raised at County Council level.
147/12
Notice of Motion - Councillor I. Munster
Can this council furnish me with a list of all the residential developments which included the provision of social housing units since the inception of the Part V legislation.
 

(a) Can the report / spreadsheet include how many social units were to be delivered on each planning application for each development? 

 

(b)How many have been given over to the council and how many are owed to the council?

 

(c)What is the current status on the units outstanding?

 

(d) Can the council outline which developments opted to pay financial contributions to the council instead of social units?

 

(e) Can the council state the amount of these monies received in total and per unit and what it was spent on?

 

(f) Can the report include how many affordable units were delivered for  each planning application for each development?

 

(g)Can the council give details as to why the number of units both for social and affordable acquired in both Dundalk  Town Council and Louth County Council are far greater than those acquired by Drogheda Borough Council over the same period?

Reply: A report on Part V is being prepared and will be forwarded to the Members when completed. 

Councillor I. Munster indicated that she is satisfied to receive the report at the end of July.
148/12
Notice of Motion - Councillor M. O’Dowd.
 That Drogheda Borough Council considers instituting a policy in relation to Pop Up Shops to encourage short term occupancy in vacant retail outlets.

Reply: The Council will examine such a policy and revert to the Members at a later date.   
The Members supported the Motion.   
149/12
Condolences
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Loretto Logan, Beaubec

The family of the late Tom Leonard, Springfield Park, Drogheda.
The family of the late Mary Berrill, Patirck Street, Drogheda
The family of the late Evelyn McQuillan, Pearse Park, Drogheda.

The family of the late Oliver Plunkett, England, Uncle of Councillor Linda Bell Woods.
The family of the late Nancy Condra, Pearse Park, Drogheda.

The family of the late Alice Cunningham, mother of David Cunningham, staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.
.

150/12
Correspondence.

A copy of the attached letter dated 7th June, 2012, from ASH Ireland was circulated to the Members.

151/12

Tributes to Mr. C. Murray, County Manager.

The Mayor and Members congratulated Mr. C. Murray, County Manager, on his appointment as the Manager of the new merged local authority of Limerick City and County.   They acknowledged the contribution he had made to County Louth during his 5 years as Louth County Manager.   They wished him and his family well for the future.   Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk, on her own behalf and on behalf of the staff of Drogheda Borough Council congratulated him on his appointment and wished him well for the future.   The County Manager thanked the Mayor and Members for their comments and good wishes.   He also thanked the staff of Drogheda Borough Council.
The Meeting concluded.
                                                     _________________________________________

                                                                                        MAYOR
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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