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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on 9th January, 2012
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan.

Councillors:  
P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, R.   Culhane,




A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 




M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:



Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
Apologies from Mr. Conn Murray, County Manager.

1/12
Confirmation of Minutes.
.
On the proposal of Councillor R Culhane, seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 5th December, 2011, were adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe the Minutes of the Annual Budget Meeting held on 19th December, were adopted.

2/12
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor K O’Heiligh referred to minute No. 219.  He requested an update on the position with regard to Drogheda United.    Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that he will have an update for the next Council Meeting.
3/12
Presentation by Members of Drogheda Youth Development.
Ms. Catrina Culligan and Sr. Agnes Byrne gave the attached presentation to the Members.   The Mayor and Members thanked Ms. Culligan and Sr. Agnes for the presentation.
.

4/12
Chairman’s Report from the Housing Strategic Policy Committee held on 

21st November, 2011 for noting - (circulated with Agenda)
The report was noted.
.
5/12
Minutes of Traffic Management Committee Meeting held on 5th December, 2011, (circulated with Agenda).
The minutes were noted.
6/12
Housing Estates - Taking in Charge - Bridge View Estate, Newfoundwell Road, Drogheda 
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Gallagher approval was given to proceed with the taking in charge of Bridge View Estate, Newfoundwell Road, Drogheda, as per report and map attached to the Agenda
7/12
Monthly Progress Reports.
The monthly progress reports were noted.
8/12
Notice of Motion - Councillor M. O’Dowd

This Council receives an update on the Taking in Charge of Sienna and resolves to move to complete the process as quickly as possible.

Reply: The developer requested that the estate be taken in charge in October 2009. At that time a number of compliance issues relating to the estate remained outstanding. These have since been resolved and the bond was released on 30th November 2010. The title drawings submitted by the developer were inaccurate and the developer’s agent agreed to rectify the matter with Land Registry. They also agreed to re submit maps that would clearly delineate the lands that they had transferred to the management company and the area that remained in their ownership. This is still awaited. It is intended to meet with the Developer and the Management Company early in 2012 to progress matters.  
The Members Noted the Report.  Councillor M. O’Dowd requested that the matter be kept on the Agenda and regular updates be given.

9/12
Condolences
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family the late Mrs. Leech, Newfield Estate, Drogheda
The family of the late Patrick Markey, Solicitor
The family of the late Vincent Churchill, Carmelite Cottages, Marsh Road, Drogheda, Father of Martin Churchill, staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.
The family of the late Mrs May Campbell Yellowbatter, Drogheda, Mother of Michael Campbell - staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.
10/12
Notice of Motion - Councillor F. Gallagher

Drogheda Borough Council will endeavour, where possible, to engage local contractors and suppliers when undertaking public works and procuring services.

Reply: The Council, as a public body must comply and will continue to perform its procurement function within a framework of EU and National laws and guidelines.  This promotes open and transparent competition as a means of achieving value for money.  Every assistance has been and will continue to be given by the Council to local companies engaging in the procurement process. 
Following a discussion Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the meeting that details of the tenders awarded for 2011 will be given to the Council.

11/12

Notice of Motion - Councillor K. O’Heiligh  
That this Council put in place a mechanism or agree on an appropriate body to administer a €1,500 hardship fund to assist homeowners who are unable to pay the €100 Household tax. The amount specified is from my Councillors Allocation.   

Reply: This is a matter for the Members.
Following a discussion the Town Clerk outlined that there was no provision in the legislation for a hardship fund to be administered by the Council.  The Members agreed that Councillor O’Heiligh would consider approaching a charity to possibly administer such a fund and report back to the Council.
12/12
Forthcoming Conferences
Approval was given for the attendance of Councillors M. O’Dowd, R. Culhane and P. Bell to attend From the Earth a Cry - a symposium hosted by the John Boyle O’Reilly of Ireland on 28th January, 2012 in the Westcourt Hotel, Drogheda.   Approval was given to the attendance of Councillor A. Donohoe at Mid-West Regional Authority 17th Annual Conference - economic development in the regions - the Way Forward on 16th and 17th February, 2012, in the Falls Hotel, Ennistymon, Co. Clare.
13/12
Correspondence
The Members agreed to meet a Deputation from the City Status Group at the February Meeting.
The Mayor Councillor K. Callan informed the meeting that the Mayor of Salinas, California will be visiting Drogheda on Friday 20th January, 2012 and will visit the Council Offices.
The Meeting was informed that Drogheda had been chosen for the 2012 Famine Commemoration.
.
The Meeting concluded.

                                                      __________________________________________

                                                                                       MAYOR
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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