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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on 2nd April, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan.

Councillors:  
P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, M. Coogan, R.  Culhane,




A. Donohoe, F. Maher, I. Munster,  



K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, County Manager






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
Apologies from Councillor F. Gallagher and Councillor M. O’Dowd.

56/12
Confirmation of Minutes.
.
On the proposal of Councillor L. Bell Woods seconded by Councillor R. Culhane, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 5th March, 2012 were adopted.
57/12
Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillor L. Bell Woods referred to Minute No. 33/12 in relation to her query on the taking in charge of Forest Park.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, confirmed that no formal request had been received from the Developer seeking to have the estate taken in charge.  The Borough Engineer indicated that he would pursue the matter with the Developer.
Councillor F. Maher referred to minute no. 37/12 – and indicated that he had wished to be recorded as voting against the 2012 Annual Road Works programme being adopted if the money for the IDA road was transferred to facilitate the provision of a roundabout at Beechgrove.

58/12
Presentation by North Leinster National Ambulance Service.
Mr. Sean Brady  and Mr. Martin Dunne from the North Leinster National Ambulance Service attended the Meeting.    Mr. Dunne gave the attached presentation.   Mr. Dunne responded to queries raised by the Members.    The Mayor and Members thanked Mr. Dunne for the presentation and paid tribute to the Ambulance Service.

59/12
Request for presentation by the Drogheda City Trail Group at the May Council Meeting.
The Members agreed to the request for a presentation by the Drogheda City Trail Group at the May Council Meeting.
.
60/12
To fix date for May Council Meeting.
It was agreed to hold the May Council Meeting on 14th May, 2012.
61/12
Drogheda 600th Anniversary – Proposal to hold the June Council Meeting in the Tholsel
It was agreed to hold the June Council Meeting on 11th June, 2012, in The Tholsel.
62/12
Traffic Management Committee Report and Minutes of Meeting held on Wednesday 22nd February, 2012. 
The Traffic Management Committee Report and Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday 22nd February, 2012 circulated with the Agenda were noted.
63/12
To note Minutes of Housing Social and Community, Planning Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 20thh February, 2012.
The Minutes of Housing Social and Community Planning Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 20th February, 2012 circulated with the Agenda  were noted.
64/12
Roadworks Programme 2012 – as per March Meeting.
Ms. Joan Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the meeting that the sum of €125,000 under the Block Grant allocated for the IDA road could be transferred to facilitate the installation of a roundabout at Beechgrove.   Following a discussion and on the proposal of Councillor I. Munster, seconded by the Mayor, Councillor K. Callan the transfer of grant provision of €125,000 to Beechgrove junction in 2012, subject to no CPO from any of the residents vote was taken as follows:
FOR:                  Councillors P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, The Mayor, K. Callan,

                             M. Coogan, R. Culhane, I. Munster, D. Wilton                                   =       7

AGAINST:         Councilors A. Donohoe, F. Maher, K. O’Heiligh                                =       3

Councillor F. Maher accepted the decision of the Members but hoped that the IDA road would get priority in 2013 Road Works Programme.
65/12
Traffic Calming at Castlemanor.
Approval was given to proceed with  the traffic calming measures at Castlemanor as per report of 
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer dated 26th March, 2012, which was circulated with the Agenda.
66/12
Proposed traffic calming measures 

(1) Between Broadmeadows and Shamrock Villas off Ballymakenny Road

(2) Beechwood Avenue off Marleys Lane.
Approval was given to proceed with the traffic calming measures at 

(1) between Broadmeadows and Shamrock Villas off Ballymakenny Road and

(2) Beechwood Avenue off Marleys Lane as per report of Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer dated 26th March, 2012, which was circulated with the Agenda.

67/12
Condolences.
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:
Mr. Fergus O’Dowd, Minister of State and Councillor M. O’Dowd on the death of their nephew 
Rory Staunton, New York.

The family of the late Dick Morgan, Maple Drive, Drogheda.

The family of the late Ms. Mary Crawley, Ballyhoe, Carrickmacross, Co. Meath
The family of the late Stephen Donnelly, Ballsgrove, Drogheda.

68/12
Amenity Grants
Approval was given to the payment of the amenity grants as per report circulated with the Agenda. 
69/12
List of Forthcoming Conferences

The Members approved the attendance of Councillor A. Donohoe at the LAMA Spring Seminar 2012 which will held on 13th and 14th April, 2012 in the Tower Hotel, Waterford, and approval was given to Councilor R. Culhane to attend TGR Seminar - Helping Councillors become effective leaders in 2012 - A Guide to getting the right work done from 18th to 20th May, 2012, in the Kilmurray Lodge Hotel, Castletroy, Co. Limerick.  

70/12

Members Community Grants.
The Members approved the payment of allocations as circulated with the Agenda.   The Members also approved the payment of €200 to the Rotary Club from Councillor R.Culhane’s allocation.
71/12
Monthly Progress Reports.
The Members noted the monthly progress reports.
72/12
Notice of Motion - Councillor D. Wilton.

Can a list be provided for Councillors regarding residents parking permits areas for parking as there seems to be changes without dialog or debate with residents. 

Reply:  A list of all the residents parking permit areas will be prepared and circulated.  There has been no changes to the parking areas for permit holders.
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, circulated a list of all the residents parking permit areas.  Ms Daly outlined that there was no change to the policy with regards to residents parking permits. 
The use of loading bays as disabled bays on Saturdays was discussed.    Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services indicated that the Bye Laws or Legislation did not allow for dual use but indicated that she would see if anything could be done.
73/12
Notice of Motion - Councillor F. Maher.
That Drogheda Borough Council request a representative of IDA Ireland to attend the next meeting of the Council to brief members on efforts to attract investment and employment into Drogheda.’

Reply: This is a matter for the Members.
The Members supported the motion.

74/12

Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster.

That Drogheda Borough Council will not use the power it has been given by section 14 of the Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011 to access information held by utility companies for the purpose of identifying potential liability to the household charge”.
Reply: Under the Local Government (Household Charge) Act 2011, the Borough Council is not a local authority within the meaning of the Act. Section 14 is not relevant to Drogheda Borough Council.   In that context it should be ruled that this issue applies to the County Council only.

Councillor I. Munster noted the reply to the Motion and proposed that the following amendment be  made - That Drogheda Borough Council call on the Government to repeal the unjust Household Charge and Drogheda Borough Council Members do not wish to engage staff in said collection door to door or by any other means.    Following a discussion it was pointed out that this was not an amendment but a new Motion as per Standing Orders.  It was agreed that this Motion would be taken at the end of the Meeting.
75/12

Notice of Motion - Councillor M.Coogan
Calling on the Drogheda Borough Council to block up the short- cut between house  Nos . 150 and 151 at Knockbrack Downs because of recent crime and anti- social behaviour in this area.
Reply:  Knockbrack Downs is a private estate.  There are no proposals or resources available for works at this location.  
Following a discussion Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,  indicated that she would meet with the Residents..

76/12

Notice of Motion - Councillor M. O’Dowd.

Councillor R.Culhane indicated that he would take this motion on behalf of Councillor M.O’Dowd.
That Drogheda Borough Council in conjunction with St Peters Parish communicates with delegates to the Eucharistic Congress the rich Christian Heritage in and around Drogheda.

Reply: This is a matter for the Members.

The Members supported the Motion.  Ms.  J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated she would speak to Failte Ireland.  Councillor F. Maher stated that St Mays Parish should also be included.

77/12
Notice of Motion - Councillor K. O.Heiligh 
That this Council agree to make available a Skate Board Park(s).   

Reply:  Provision was made in previous Capital Programmes for a Skate Board Park but the Council was unable to agree to the location of such a park.  There are currently no resources available for the provision of a Skate Board Park and no provision was made for same within the Drogheda Borough Council’s Capital Programme 2012 – 2014.   

Councillor K. O’Heiligh circulated the attached photographs showing a location in Dominics Park which could be considered for a skate board park.

The Members supported the motion.   Mr. C. Murray, County Manager, indicated that the Borough Engineer would look at Dominics Park.

78/12
Civic Awards.
The Mayor Councillor K. Callan informed the Meeting that the Civic Awards Ceremony will take place on 26th April, 2012, at 6.30 p.m. in the Tholsel.
79/12

Notice of Motion - Councillor P Bell.

That this Council in response to the recent announcement by the Minister for Education that E1.5 billion has been earmarked for the refurbishment and construction of schools in the Drogheda area, insist that the employment of “ local labour” be a condition of the tendering and awarding of contracts process for such projects”

Reply:  This is a matter for the Members
Councillor R. Culhane indicated that the motion should be amended to include “that goods be purchased locally.   
The Members supported the motion

80/12
Notice of Motion – The Mayor, Councillor K.Callan

That in light of the recent serious accident that occurred in the vicinity of St. Laurences Gate caused directly by vehicular traffic travelling through the gate itself, this Council takes the following steps to close the gate to vehicle traffic. 
Implement one way traffic down Francis Street turning right onto the new link Road. Implement a one way system up Francis Street, turning left onto the new link road which will reduce HGVs travelling along Francis Street and prevent two way traffic being reintroduced. Create a left turn from the new link road down to the access point of the Laurence Centre car park to facilitate traffic to access the facility and allow for the Gate to be closed.
Reply: The Gardai have no record of a recent traffic accident in the vicinity of St. Laurence’s Gate. A member of the public did however report to the Council that she had to jump out of the way of a speeding car and that she fell injuring herself. It was agreed at a recent Council meeting that the closure of the gate to vehicular traffic would be examined in the context of reviewing traffic management options for the town centre. In the interim a one way system would be implemented. This study is currently being progressed and the results will be brought to a future Council meeting. It is considered premature to close the Gate to vehicular traffic pending the completion of this process.        
Following a discussion it was agreed that the following amendment should be made to the motion that the Council Agreed in principle to examine the closure of the Gate to vehicular traffic.   It was agreed that the matter would be brought before the May Council meeting. 

81/12

Notice of Motion – Councillor I. Munster

As agreed the following motion was put to a vote That Drogheda Borough Council call on the Government to repeal the unjust Household Charge and Drogheda Borough Council Members do not wish to engage staff in said collection door to door or by any other means.

For:      Councillors P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, M. Coogan, F. Maher, I. Munster

              K.O’Heiligh, D.Wilton

The Mayor Councillor K. Callan and Councnillor R. Culhane abstained from the vote.

The meeting concluded.

                                                     _________________________________________

                                                                                        MAYOR

Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha





DROGHEDA BOROUGH COUNCIL








PAGE  

