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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday, 5th September, 2011.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan.

Councillors:  
P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, M. Coogan, R.   Culhane,




A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 




M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, County Manager






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
155/11
Confirmation of Minutes
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 5th July, 2011, were adopted.
In the relation to the Minutes of the Protocol Meeting held on 7th July, 2011, 
Councillor M. Coogan asked what costs were associated with the Gala Dinner in Scholars as part of the Entente Florale Competition    Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk, indicated the costs incurred for the Gala Dinner and the trip to Slovenia are covered by a grant from the Department of the Environment  in the sum of €7,500.
Councillor D. Wilton indicated he is of the opinion that the Protocol Committee Meetings should be held in public and a complete review of same should be carried out.   He also stated that he did not have an issue with members of the public protesting at meetings of the Council.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk, stated the Protocol Meeting was held on 7th July, 2011, and following a discussion at that meeting it was agreed to bring the Standing Orders to the full Council in relation to protests by members of the public at Council Meetings.    She also pointed out that comments/amendments to the Minutes of l Meeting held on 7th July, 2011, can be made at the next Protocol Meeting.

In relation to the Minutes held on 11th and 27th July, 2011 on the Pre Draft Drogheda and Northern Environs Core Strategy she informed the meeting that these meetings were for information purposes and the draft was now on public display and after the public consultation period would be brought back to the Council with the County Managers report.

156/11
Matters arising from Minutes.
There were no issues raised.
157/11

Proposed Drogheda Borough Council Traffic Management Committee.
The Mayor indicated that it was proposed to set up a Drogheda Borough Council Traffic Management Committee which would have a representative from the each party and a representative from the Independent Members on the Council and Officials of the Council, with the Traders and the Gardai Siochana.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Gallagher seconded by Councillor I. Munster representatives from Bus Eireann and Iarnrod Eireann should be invited to sit on the Committee.

Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that a limit should be kept on the membership of the proposed Committee and various groups could be invited to attend meetings on occasion.

On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by the Mayor, Councillor K. Callan a representative form the Joint Policing Committee should be invited to sit on the Committee.
On the proposal of Councillor R. Culhane, seconded by the Mayor Councillor K. Callan representatives from the Taxi Drivers Association should be invited to sit on the Committee.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher seconded by Councillor D. Wilton that a report on the progress of the Committee be prepared by lst March, 2012.

The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan thanked the Members for their support in setting up the Committee. 

158/11
Report  on Traffic Issues on Plattin Road.
Following a discussion on the report of Mr. Pat Finn dated 30th August, 2011, which was circulated with the Agenda it was agreed that the Borough Engineer would look at costs which would be incurred in carrying out safety measures at this location and bring before the October Meeting of the Council.
.

159/11

Drogheda Borough Council Standing Orders.

Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, stated that at the Protocol Meeting held on 7th July, 2011, it was agreed to review the Standing Orders at the September Council Meeting.   Section 52 of the Standing Orders relates to the attendance of the public at Council Meetings.  A discussion took place on whether or not placards should be allowed at Council Meetings.   A proposal was put to the Council that placards/posters should be allowed at Meetings:
For;          Councillors M. Coogan, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, D. Wilton                     =  5
Against:   Councillors P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, The Mayor Councillor K. Callan, R. Culhane,
                 A. Donohoe, M. O’Dowd                                                                                              = 6
The proposal was lost.

160/11

Update on Drogheda Borough Council Twining Proposal 

with Saint-Mande
.
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town indicated that she and The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan, Councillors L. Bell Woods and K. O’Heiligh were travelling to Saint Mande from 9th September, 2011 - 12th September, 2011. The trip is in regard to the proposed Twinning.   
161/11

Members Community Grants
The Members approved payment of allocations as circulated with the Agenda.   Approval was also given to Councillor M. O’Dowd to allocate €100 from his allocation to Drogheda Homeless Aid.

162/11

Disposal of Fee Simple interest in property at 7 Donore Road, Drogheda.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher approval was given to dispose of the fee simple interest in property at No. 7 Donore Road, Drogheda, to Gretta Collins for the sum of €400.00 plus costs and expenses.
.

163/11

Disposal of Fee Simple interest in property at 18 Donore Road, Drogheda
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher approval was given to dispose of the fee simple interest in property at No. 18 Donore Road, Drogheda, to Thomas and Bridget Fallon for the sum of €400.00 plus costs and expenses
164/11
Public Procurement Seminar - 6th September, 2011.

Public Meeting “Drogheda - A Town Fights Back - 7th September, 2011
The dates for the Public Procurement Seminar and the Public Meeting “Drogheda - A Town Fights Back were noted. 
165/11

List of Forthcoming Conferences.. 

Approval was given to the Councillor M. O’Dowd to attend the  2011 La Touche Legacy Seminar - Local Democracy -  A Vision for the Future” from 30th September to 2nd October, 2011, in the Charlesland Golf and Country Club Hotel, Greystones, Co. Wicklow and to Councilor R. Culhane to attend Bianconi 225 Initiative Training Seminar for Councillors on Enterprise, Innovation Entrepreneurship in Tipperary Institute, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary, from 22nd September, 2011 to 25th September, 2011.
166/11

Condolences
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Christina Durnin, Ashfield, Drogheda, Mother of Shay Durnin, staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.
The family of the late Rita Taaffe, Funshog, Ardee, Mother in law of Anne Taaffe, staff member of Drogheda Borough Council.

The family of the late David Hallinan, Beamore, Drogheda.

The family of the late Kevin Penders, formerly Brookville Park, Drogheda.

The family of the late Carmel McEntee, Halpin Terrace, Drogheda.

The family of the late Conor McDaid, Tullyallen, Drogheda.
167/11
Monthly Progress Reports.
The Monthly Progress Reports were noted by the Members.
168/11
Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd.
That this Council in conjunction with the Drogheda Civic Trust applies to the National Famine Commemoration Committee to host the Irish National Famine Memorial Day in Drogheda in 2012”
Reply: This is a matter for the Members.
The Members supported the Motion.

169/11

Notice of Motion – The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan.

That this Council welcome the recent petition initiated in opposition to the tolling of the town and people of Drogheda. That the Council recognise that the toll which currently exists, with particular reference to the ramp tolls at the Donore Road junction with the M1 Motorway is having an unwarranted and detrimental effect on the lives of the people and the town itself. 

That in supporting this petition, Drogheda Borough Council moves to recognise the petition as the official petition of this authority and make the necessary arrangements to have the petition placed on public display in the lobby of the Borough Council Offices at Fair Street for the foreseeable future, and in so doing, allow the people of Drogheda to support this effort to make Drogheda toll free.

Reply: This is essentially a matter for the Members.  However, it would not be normal practice, here or elsewhere, to facilitate petitions in a council building, beyond the occasional opening of a Book of Condolence.  There would also be issues around the monitoring and staff resources required for such a petition. 
The Members supported the Motion.
170/11
Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher

‘That Drogheda Borough Council work closely with neighbouring local authorities including Louth County Council and Meath County Council to deal with the ongoing issue of illegal dumping in and around the town. That a flexible approach be adopted to the working hours of litter wardens so as to ensure maximum chances of detection of those involved in this type of dumping.’

Reply:  Borough Council staff currently works closely with colleagues in both Louth County Council and Meath County Council in combating illegal dumping. Louth County Council is the Waste Authority for the county as a whole including the town of Drogheda. At local level community wardens from Drogheda carry out joint litter patrols on a regular basis with their colleagues from the County and Dundalk Town Council. Staff from the constituent Louth Local Authorities also collaborates on specific issues. Last year, for example Tullyallen was included in the Borough Council’s pre Halloween blitz on hoarders of bonfire material. Matters pertaining to Meath are addressed by officials at regular co ordination meetings. Day to day matters are dealt with by relevant staff contacting each other as required.

The working hours of Council staff are part of their terms and conditions of employment and consequently are matters to be dealt with through established industrial relations procedures. However it should be noted that frontline council staff are available to respond to out of hours incidents including illegal dumping.

The Members supported the Motion.

171/11

Notice of Motion- Councillor F. Gallagher

Drogheda Borough Council resolves to hold all meetings pertaining to planning issues that require a vote in the chamber to be held in public. 

Reply:  All matters that are a reserved function of the Council and requires the approval of the members are held in public. 

Following a discussion it was agreed that the following amendment would be made to the Notice of Motion - Drogheda Borough Council hold all meetings in public in relation to planning.
172/11

Notice of Motion- Councillor I. Munster

Calling on this council to give details of findings and recommended solutions to traffic light sequencing survey carried out over the summer months, which was due at this months meeting”
Reply: The operation of the 8 sets of signalised junctions on the R132, between Crosslanes and Bryanstown Cross were reviewed. All these junctions currently operate using pre programmed cycle times during peak hours and a vehicle actuated programme during off peak times. The vehicle actuated programme means that if no vehicles are detected on a particular arm then the green time for that arm is not activated on that cycle. With this system there is a need to continually monitor the traffic signals and adjustments are required to the traffic sequencing as traffic flow and behaviour changes. Computer software packages exist which are capable of automatically optimising the green stages in each cycle in order to minimise vehicle queuing. One such system is the MOVA (Microprocessor Optimised Vehicle Actuation) package. The MOVA system was installed recently at the traffic lights at the Beymore / Platin Rd. junction and this junction is operating satisfactorily. The SCOOT (Split Cycle Offset Optimisation Technique) is another system that responds automatically to fluctuations in traffic flow and is capable of linking junctions. 

Traffic patterns in Drogheda fluctuate significantly during the year. There is for example a big difference between peak Summer patterns when the schools are closed and flow patterns during school and college term times. Consequently there is a need to monitor and adjust traffic light sequencing on an ongoing basis to optimise junction capacity. Currently this is done manually. An automated system such as described above which is capable of responding in real time will increase junction capacity under certain traffic conditions. Consequently it is intended to investigate this option further to assess its benefits and to report to the members before next years road works programme is finalised. Any upgrading will be contingent on funding being made available

The Members supported the Motion.

173/11

Notice of Motion- Councillor M. Coogan.

Calling on this council to clarify the situation with the thatched roof structure known locally as the “Thatch”, and to elaborate plans for the same.

Reply: A Section 59, Part IV of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 Notice was served in February 2011 on the owner of ‘The Thatch Public House.’ This notice requires certain essential works be carried out, which in the opinion of Drogheda Borough Council, are necessary in order to prevent this building becoming or continuing to be endangered. The building is a protected building, within the meaning of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, Part IV, Architectural Heritage. The building was put forward, in 2011 for a grant, by Louth County Council under the ‘structures at risk fund’. This application was successful and the grant secured will cover a substantial portion of the required works. The Louth Local Authorities Conservation Officer is currently seeking details from the owner on his plans for carrying out the required work.   

The Members supported the Motion.

174/11
Notice of Motion- Councillor P. Bell

That this Council commit to commence works on the disused laneway on the boundary of St Finian’s Park and Ballsgrove, in order to protect residents from anti social behaviour”

Reply:  The Council has examined the proposal of incorporating the laneway into the gardens of the Council owned dwellings at this location.  ESB and Telecom services have been identified at this location and there are wayleaves/easements required to be in place prior to any proposed works commencing. Consent to the wayleaves is required from ESB and Telecom.  The works are also dependant on the financial resources being available to put in place the required wayleaves along with the cost of carrying out the actual works. 

Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, outlined that the ESB and Telecom were engaging with Drogheda Borough Council on this matter.

The Members supported the Motion

175/11

Any other business

Councillor K. O’Heiligh referred to the signage at the Tolls stating that the signs referred only to southbound traffic exiting the Motorway.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk, indicated she would follow up the matter.

The meeting concluded.
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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