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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday, 3rd October, 2011.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan.

Councillors:  
P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, M. Coogan, R.   Culhane,




A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 




M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, County Manager






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
176/11
Confirmation of Minutes
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 5th September, 2011, were adopted.
177/11
Matters arising from Minutes.
Councillor M. Coogan enquired if costings for the provision of a footpath at Plattin Road were available.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that this matter was on the Agenda.
Councillor P. Bell asked for an update on the Thatch Pub.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that she had no update, but the owner had until the end of November to complete the works.

Councillor F. Gallagher enquired if contact had been made with Bus Eireann and Iarnord Eireann in relation to the proposed Traffic Management Committee.    Ms. Mary T. Daly indicated that no contact had been made with either organization.   

178/11

Safety Measures at Plattin Road, Drogheda.
Mr. Pat Finn, Borough Engineer, responded to queries raised by the Members on the report he prepared in relation to safety measures at Plattin Road, Drogheda, which was attached to the Agenda.    

179/11
Traffic Calming Scheme at Mell School.
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, informed the meeting that the proposed Traffic Calming Scheme at Mell School had gone on display for public consultation.   The map which was circulated with the Agenda showed details of same.   The Scheme will come before the Members at the November meeting for approval.
.

180/11

Traffic Calming Scheme at St. Laurences Gate
Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, informed the Members that the map attached to the Agenda in respect of Traffic Calming Scheme at St. Laurences Gate was part of the Palace Street/Francis Street Link Row - Proposed New Traffic Flow which will go on display for public consultation.
181/11

Proposed Twinning - Trip to Saint Mande 9/9/2011 to 12/9/2011.
.
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town informed the Meeting that she and The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan, Councillors L. Bell Woods and K. O’Heiligh travelled to Saint Mande from 9th September, 2011 - 12th September, 2011.   The visit was very successful and the Mayor of Saint Mande are very anxious to proceed with the twinning.    On the proposal of 
Councillor A. Donohoe, seconded by Councillor P. Bell the Members approved the twinning of Drogheda with Saint Mande.

182/11

To nominate 4 members to Drogheda Borough Council Traffic 

Management Committee.
Approval was given for the following Members to sit on the Drogheda Borough Council Traffic Management Committee:  The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan ex officio, Councillors 

L. Bell Woods, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, K O’Heiligh, D. Wilton and R. Culhane.
.

183/11

Update on Current Projects.
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer gave the following update on current projects:

Lourdes Stadium
The Contractor is on site and it is expected that the works will be completed by December, 2011 with works on the running track to commence at the end of October.    A Management Committee will be put in place to run the Stadium.

House/Lease/Moneymore

North and East Housing Association will be going to tender for the construction of the 25 social housing units at Moneymore which have been approved under the DEHLG Build to Lease Programme.  It is anticipated that construction of the units would commence in 2012. 
Swimming Pool
A grant of €307,000 has been allocated to the Council by the Department of Transport Tourism and Sport for proposed energy upgrade and enhanced disabled access works at Drogheda Borough Council.   The works will be competed by the end of the year.

Councillor F. Maher enquired about the current position in relation to the transfer of the Coca Cola Social Club to Drogheda Borough Council.    Ms. Mary T. Daly indicated that the lease was with Coca-Cola and should be finalised in the next 2/3 weeks.

Ms. J Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the meeting that money had been received from the Department for works on the Ballymakenny Road.

Councillor I. Munster asked for   the number on the waiting list for windows and doors and  attic insulations.   It was agreed that a details  would be available for the next Meeting of the Council.

184/11
Members Community Grants Scheme
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the payment of allocations circulated with the Agenda was approved.
185/11

List of Forthcoming Conferences.. 

Approval was given to Councillor M. O’Dowd and Councillor L. Bell Woods to attend a “Conference on the Great War, 1914 - 1918 to be held on 5th and 6th November, 2011, in the Westcourt Hotel, West Street, Drogheda. 
Monthly Progress Reports.
The monthly progress reports were noted by the Members.
186/11
Notice of Motion- Councillor F. Maher
That Drogheda Borough Council carry out without further delay repairs to a number of damaged ramps on the Bryanstown Cross Route which are a serious hazard to motorists.’

Reply: The damaged ramps are currently being repaired.
The Members noted the Motion

At this stage the Member agreed to take Item No. 15 - Notice of Motion - Councillor P. Bell. 

187/11
Notice of Motion- Councillor P, Bell

That in furtherance of previous motions to this Council, that funding be provided for in the estimates 2012 for the installation of traffic lights and pedestrian crossing at the junction of Marley’s Lane and Rathmullan Road”

Reply:  The Council has submitted an application to the NRA under the ‘Low Cost Safety Measures’ scheme for a mini roundabout at this junction as part of a traffic calming scheme. If funds are made available the scheme will be included in next year’s roads programme.   

The Members noted the Motion.

188/11
Notice of Motion- Councillor F. Gallagher

I call on Drogheda Borough Council to take whatever action necessary to effect the restoration of the 1896 Borough Boundary stone, which was removed by the builder during the construction of a small residential development on the Ballymakenny Road. 
Reply: The stone was removed by the builder to facilitate the construction of the development and is to be reinstated when the development is completed. The Council has been in contact with the developer on the matter and will take appropriate action to ensure Condition 5 of Planning Register Ref. No. 06/47 pertaining to the protection of the ‘place’ stone is fully complied with. 

The Members noted the Motion

189/11
Notice of Motion- Councillor R. Culhane.

Further to my Notice of Motion at January meeting of Drogheda Borough Council (12/11refers) it was agreed that the Council would provide two clearly defined filter lanes at the Bryanstown Cross Route /Dublin Rd Junction and a cost estimate would be prepared.
This junction is at present causing a major back log of traffic on the Dublin Road now that schools are back in session   This junction is now dangerous to say the least, as northbound traffic and traffic turning left onto the cross route are forming two lanes even though the junction is defined as one lane.

Road users who are unfamiliar with the junction and turning left do not anticipate traffic forming on the left side and find themselves cutting across this traffic resulting in minor collisions.

 

I am calling on the Borough Council to address this dangerous situation by defining this junction with two lanes (road markings) until proper works can be carried out. At present there is room for two lanes and this will ensure safe passage for road users.

Reply: The Council will provide left and right turning lanes on the R132 approaches to this junction. New traffic light detection loops will also be installed to cater for these new lanes. It is anticipated that line marking element of the works will be carried out within the next two to three weeks
The Members noted the motion

190/11

Condolences
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Nancy Stevenson, Ballsgove, Drogheda, mother of Hilda Byrne, staff member Drogheda Borough Council.

The family of the late Hurbert Tully, Tullyallen, Drogheda. 
The family of the late Kitty Fox, Glenview, Drogheda.

The Meeting concluded.

                                                      __________________________________________

                                                                                       MAYOR
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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