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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday 7th March, 2011, at 7.00 p.m.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell



Councillors:  
K. Callan, M. Coogan, R. Culhane,




A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 




M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, County Manager






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk






Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer






Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer






Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer

50/11
Congratulations
The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell and Members of the Council congratulated Councillor G. Nash on his election to Dail Eireann.   The Members also congratulated Mr. Gerry Adams, Mr. Fergus O’Dowd and Mr. Peter Fitzpatrick on their election to the Dail.
51/11
Confirmation of Minutes
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 7th February, 2011, were adopted.
52/11.
Matters arising from Minutes.
Councillor K. O’Heiligh asked if there was an update on a meeting in relation to the Enterprise Centre.   Councillor K. O’Heiligh thanked the Mayor for the Halpin and Moran commemoration ceremony.
53/11

Report on Draft Drogheda Appointed Stands (Street Service Vehicles) Bye-Laws 2008 (as amended 2010).
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the Members that this item had been deferred from the February Meeting.   The Mayor Councillor P. Bell indicated that a meeting had taken place with Members of the Council and the Taxi Derivers Association.   Among the issues raised were proposals to extend the taxi rank into Shop Street, the use of the loading bays in West Street at night, use of the carpark at the top of Peter Street.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that a report would be prepared on the suggestions put forward and a report brought to the Council.
It was agreed by the Members that the report on the draft Drogheda Appointed Stands (Street Service Vehicles) Bye-Laws 2008 (as amended 2010) be rejected.
54/11
Entente Florale Competition 
Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk informed the meeting that a committee had been put in place for the Entente Florale Competition comprising staff from Drogheda Borough Council, staff from Louth County Council and the Tidy Towns Committee.   Mr. Paul Martin, Consultant has also been engaged to assist in the preparation for the competition.   The Council will be updated.
55/11

New Tenant Purchase Scheme
Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, explained the details of the New Tenant Purchase Scheme as circulated.   She informed the meeting that the matter would come before the Council for approval at the April, Meeting. 
56/11

Roadworks Programme.

The Roadworks Programme for 2011 as circulated was approved by the Council.
57/11
Traffic Calming Measures at Marsh Road.
Mr. Pat Finn, Borough Engineer informed the meeting that proposals for traffic calming measures at Marsh Road will be put on public display in the coming week.
58/11
Proposed Leasing of premises at Mill mount, Drogheda to Millmount Museum Limited (Section 183 Notice circulated on 23rd February, 2011
On the proposal of Councillor F. Gallagher, seconded by Councillor F. Maher approval was given to the leasing of premises at Millmount, Drogheda to Millmount Museum Limited as set out in Section 183 Notice circulated on 23rd February, 2011.
59/11
List of Forthcoming Conferences.
Approval was given for Councillor M. O’Dowd to attend a training seminar on The Good Friday Agreement Local Government North and South  from 15th to 17th April, 2011 in the Kingsvalley Hotel, Merlin Park, Dublin Road, Galway City, and the attendance of Councillor Anthony Donohoe at a training seminar on changing trends in Drug and Alcohol Abuse from 25th to 27th March, 2011 in  Silver Tassie Hotel, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal.
60/11
Monthly Progress Report.
The monthly progress report was noted by the Members. 
61/11

Condolences 
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family of the late Jonathon McQuillan, Pearse Park, Drogheda.
The family of the late Bridget Darby, Marian Court, Drogheda.
62/11

Notice of Motion –Councillor D. Wilton.
Would this council consider a pedestrian crossing in Crushrod Avenue around the shops area to the Pearse Park area  for the safety of residents in the area. 

Reply: The Council will undertake a survey to determine whether a pedestrian crossing facility is warranted at this location. However the provision of a pedestrian crossing will depend on funding being made available.

The motion was noted by the Members.
63/11
Notice of Motion – Councillor K. Callan
Will this Council, in conjunction with all relevant bodies, agencies and organisations, immediately examine the possibility of meeting with representatives of the Alltech Group, an American based company which, according to the national media is exploring the possible establishment of an Alzheimers Product Unit in this jurisdiction. 
Will this Council also consider establishing a group consisting the Mayor of Drogheda, members of the economic forum and working with the IDA and Enterprise Ireland who could meet with potential companies to promote Drogheda as a viable business/industrial location, with a deep sea port, rail and road networks and with its proximity to Dublin. Drogheda also has a vast industrial estate which is mainly vacant and ideal for new industry. Such a group could also include planning staff of the Borough Council and agencies such as the ESB. 
Will this Council also consider providing elected members with regular written updates of efforts being undertaken by the above mentioned bodies, of which the Council is aware, to attract inward investment and the establishment of new businesses and industries to the town of Drogheda. 
Reply: This is a matter for the Members.
The Members supported the Notice of Motion.

64/11
Notice of Motion  - Councillor M. O’Dowd
That this Council initiates a full review of Car Parking in the town and seeks the views of the Joint Policing Committee on this issue.

Reply:  The Borough Council reviews car parking in the town on a regular basis. An item on car parking will be included on the agenda of the Joint Policing Committee for one of its upcoming meetings. 

The Members supported the motion.

65/11
Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Gallagher
The seriously pot-holed condition of the road surface at Avenue 3, Yellowbatter and Greenbatter Terrace is now compromising road and public safety with motorists routinely driving on "the wrong side" in an effort to avoid vehicle damage. 

The surface on the Newfoundwell/Termonfeckin Road is also beginning to crumble and show signs of collapse along the line of a previous and clearly identifiable road opening. Consequently, I call for the immediate repair and reinstatement of these roads.
Reply: The Borough Council will continue to repair roads and footpaths, prioritising works of an emergency nature subject to availability of funding. The annual road works programme is being put before the members for approval and includes resurfacing a section of road at Ascal a Tri, Yellowbatter. 
The motion was noted by the Members
66/11

Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher
'In the interests of safety that Drogheda Borough Council carry out repair work on ramps along the Bryanstown Cross Route. There has been a serious deterioration in the red brick surface due to two winters of bad weather.' 
Reply: The Borough Council will undertake a survey on the condition of the speed ramps to assess what remedial works are required.
The motion was noted by the Members

67/11

Notice of Motion – The Mayor, Councillor P. Bell.
"That this Council take immediate steps to ensure the permanent reopening of Poor House Lane, now shut off to traffic since the last week in December and that in the interim emergency remedial works be undertaken by this Council on Cromwell’s Lane to allow for traffic relief for vehicles driving on to the Dublin Road from the vicinity of the Sacred Heart school and surrounding estates".

Reply: The HSE have advised that further to discussions with ESB and in order to facilitate the construction of the new wall at Poorhouse Lane, existing ESB overhead power lines and poles will have to be removed and power lines placed underground. The HSE expect to have contractor on site 7th March 2011. To facilitate the ESB programme to undertake the necessary works the contract period is extended to end May, expected date to reopen road is now 30th May 2011.

Repairs have been carried out to Cromwell’s Lane recently. This road is also included in the Annual Roadwork programme which is being put forward for the approval of the members.
The motion was supported by the Members

68/11

Any Other Business.

Councillor D. Wilton congratulated the staff on the work carried out in the drainage system in the Greenhills area. 

The Mayor Councillor P. Bell reminded the Members of the St. Patricks Day Parade.

The Mayor Councillor P. Bell indicated that the Civic Reception was being given to the Boyne Rovers Rugby Club on 22nd March, 2011.
The meeting concluded.

                                                           ____________________________________

                                                                                  MAYOR.

Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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