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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Monday, 5th December, 2011.
In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan.

Councillors:  
P. Bell, L. Bell Woods, M. Coogan, R.   Culhane,




A. Donohoe, F. Gallagher, F. Maher, I. Munster, 




M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:



Mr. C. Murray, County Manager






Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk






Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer.





Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer.





Ms. B. O’Reilly, Administrative Officer.
217/11
Suspension of Standing Orders
At the request of Councillor F. Maher the Members approved the suspension of Standing Orders in order to discuss Item No. 17 - Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor F. Maher - 
“That the Members of Drogheda Borough Council fully support the excellent care being provided, particularly to older people, at the Cottage Hospital, and will strongly  oppose any attempt by the HSE to close this much needed medical facility.’

Reply: This is a matter for the Members.
Following a discussion the Members supported the motion.
218/11
Confirmation of Minutes.
.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher the Minutes of Council Meeting held on 7th November, 2011, were adopted.
219/11

Matters arising from the Minutes.
Councillors P. Bell and M. Coogan enquired about the current position in relation to the works on the Thatch Pub.    Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that no progress had been made with the Owner in relation to the works and  the process of placing the building on the Derelict Sites register would commence.
Councillor F. Gallagher enquired if any progress had been made in contacting the family of the late Fr. Kevin Connolly in relation to the naming of Lourdes Stadium after him.   Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer, indicated that she was looking into the matter and would appreciate any assistance in locating members of his family.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh referred to Minute No. 210/11.   He requested that an amendment be made to it in relation to the response Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer gave at the November Meeting.    The following amendment should be made - The Borough Engineer would undertake to contact the landowner i.e. Drogheda United regarding drainage onto the public road. 
Councillor D. Wilton referred to Minute No. 197/11 - Drogheda Appointed Stands (Street Service Vehicles) Bye-Laws 2008 (as amended 2011)  - He asked if the retailers in Shop Street had been consulted in relation to the installation of the taxi rank in Shop Street.    Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that the proposal for the installation of the taxi rank in Shop Street came from the Members of the Council and that the statutory process had been followed..   She also indicated that there was contact with one of the Retailers in Shop Street, who the Borough Council understood spoke on behalf of all the Retailers in Shop Street.

Councillor R. Culhane referred to Minute No. 212/11 in relation to inviting Representatives of the IDA to attend a Council Meeting.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk indicated that no progress had been made but an invitation would be issued.

220/11
Disposal of Fee Simple Interest in property at No. 27 Millmount Terrace, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice - circulated on 14th November, 2011)
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members approved  the disposal of the fee simple interest in property at No. 27 Millmount Terrace, Drogheda, for the sum of  €400 plus costs and expenses.
.

221/11
Disposal of Fee Simple Interest in property at 12 Shamrock Villas, Drogheda - (Section 183 Notice circulated on 25th November, 2011).
On the proposal of Councillor F. Gallagher, seconded by Councillor L. Bell Woods, the Members approved the disposal of the fee simple interest in property at 12 Shamrock Villas, Drogheda, for the sum of €400 plus costs and expenses.
222/11
Proposed Traffic calming scheme at Castlemanor, Drogheda.
The Members noted the proposed traffic calming measures as circulated with the Agenda  at Castlemanor, Drogheda, going to public consultation.
.
223/11
Proposed New One Way System at Ascal a hAon, Yellowbatter, Drogheda.
The Members noted the proposed new one way system as circulated with the Agenda at Ascal a hAon, Yellowbatter, Drogheda, going to pubic consultation. 
224/11
To nominate 1 member to the Lourdes Stadium Management Committee.
Proposed by Councillor A. Donohoe and seconded by Councillor P. Bell that Councillor M. O’Dowd is nominated to sit on the Committee.

Proposed by Councillor F. Gallagher that Councillor K. O’Heiligh be nominated to sit on the Committee.
A roll call was taken as follows:

For Councillor M. O’Dowd:     Councillors P. Bell, L. Bell, Woods, The Mayor, K. Callan

                                                     R. Culhane, A. Donohoe, F. Maher, M. O’Dowd                   =  7

Four Councillor K. O’Heiligh:  Councillors M. Coogan, F. Gallagher, I. Munster,

                                                       K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton                                                         = 5

Councillor M. O’Dowd was nominated to the Lourdes Stadium Management Committee.

225/11
To nominate 1 member to the Coca Cola Social Centre Management Committee
On the proposal of Councillor A. Donohoe, seconded by The Mayor, Councillor K. Callan approval was given to the nomination of Councillor R. Culhane to the Coca Cola Social Centre Management Committee.
226/11
Proposed twinning with the city of Salinas, California.
On the proposal of Councillor K. Callan, seconded by Councillor R. Culhane approval was given to the proposed twinning with the city of Salinas, California.
227/11
To note date for Budget Meeting on19th December, 2011.
The date for the Budget Meeting was noted.
228/11
Condolences
The Mayor and Members passed a vote of sympathy with the following:

The family the late Monica Kermath, Stameen, Drogheda.

The family of the late Peggy Bird, Hand Street, Drogheda - Aunt of Councillor M. Coogan

The family of the late Sean Kelly, Thomas Street, Drogheda
The family of the late Noreen Power, Bryanstown Village, Drogheda.

The family of the late Pat Callan, Ardee, Co. Louth – Granduncle of the Mayor,
 Councillor K. Callan. 
229/11
To agree date for January Council Meeting.
It was agreed that the January Council Meeting will be held on Monday 9th January, 2012.
230/11
Members Community Grants Scheme
The Members approved the payment of allocations as circulated with the Agenda.   The Members also approved the following allocations submitted by:

Councillor M. Coogan - Drogheda and District Support for Older People - €216.00

Councillor D. Wilton - Homeless Aid - €266.

Councillor D. Wilton - Holy Family Boxing Club - €200
Councillor L. Bell Woods - Abacus - €300.
231/11
Forthcoming Conferences
Approval was given for the attendance of Councillor R. Culhane to attend a Mental Health Conference and Suicide Awareness Conference from 24th February to 26th February, 2012 in the Park Hotel, Dungarvan, Co.Waterford and the attendance of Councillor P. Bell at Local Government Training Seminar on Health and Safety and the Councillor - The Insurance and Liability Issues on 9th and 10th December, 2011 in the Clonmel Park Hotel, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.
232/11

Monthly Progress Reports. 
The monthly progress reports were noted.
233/11

Notice of Motion- Councillor M. O’Dowd.
This Council notes with concern the ongoing review by the Court Service into its operations and calls on the Court Service to ensure that their office in Drogheda remains in the town and is not affected by any amalgamation.

Reply:  This is a matter for the Members
The Members supported the motion.

234//11

Notice of Motion - Councillor R. Culhane.
Will this council seek to support the associated Bridge Clubs within Drogheda in their efforts to secure a premises to cater for their 500 members. Will Drogheda Borough Council carry out an audit of property in the ownership of this council which could be leased on a long term basis to the Bridge Clubs. Or failing this, provide a suitable greenfield site.
Reply:  There is currently no greenfield sites nor suitable properties in the ownership of the Council which would be suitable for such a purpose.  

Following a discussion it was agreed that the Mayor, Councillor K. Callan and Councillor R. Culhane would communicate with the Bridge Clubs in relation to their requirements.
235/11
Notice of Motion - Councillor I. Munster
Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to give its full support for the retention of the 'Louth GAA County Grounds' at the O'Raghallaighs GFC Club in Drogheda.

Reply:   This is a matter for the Members.

The Members supported the Motion.   It was agreed that the Mayor Councillor K. Callan would write to the GAA indicating the Council’s support for the retention of the GAA County Grounds at the O’Raghallaighs GDC Club in Drogheda.
236/11
Notice of Motion - Councillor P. Bell.
Having previously submitted a question to this Council on the changing of address of Matthews Lane to Donore Road South. I hereby motion this Council to revert the name of the road to Matthews Lame South in order to facilitate the residents in the area who lost there postal address due to the re engineering of the road outlay in the area'

Reply: Matthew’s Lane extended from Donore Rd to the Borough Boundary, south of Rathmullan Bridge. Part of this road was subsequently closed off to through traffic and is currently a cul de sac serving a residential area with access from Donore Rd. The remainder of Matthew’s lane was upgraded as part of the development of the Rathmullan District Centre and a new link road was constructed linking this section of Matthew’s Lane with the Donore Industrial Estate Road.

The Local Government Act 2001 provides for the change of name of a street. Section 192 of this Act states that a local authority may by resolution adopt a proposal to change the name of a street in its functional area to a proposed new name, where a majority of the qualified electors consent to the proposed new name. Section 196 of the Act states that a local authority shall give due regard to local and indigenous traditions in the development of any proposal for the change of name.  

Should the members wish to change the name the southern section of Matthews Lane to Matthews Lane South a plebiscite of the qualified electors will be organised and the result brought back to the members. An Post has been contacted in respect of this issue and they advise that they have not experienced any difficulties in delivering the post. However because Matthews Lane has been divided in two sections with different accesses it is felt desirable that the two separate sections should be distinguished from each other.     
The Members supported the Motion.   Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services and Town Clerk pointed out that a legal process would have to be undertaken.   Mr. P. Finn, Borough Engineer, indicated that the Council would consult with the Residents. 

.
237/11

Notice of Motion - Councillor M. Coogan.
Calling on Drogheda Borough Council to consider a Works Programme for the Grove Hill in 2012 with a view to cleaning up the right hand side on the way down the hill.

Reply:  Cleaning up of this area will be included in next year’s works programme. However the extent of any works will depend on the resources available to carry out the work as determined by the budget. 
.
The Members supported the Motion.
The Meeting concluded.

                                                      __________________________________________

                                                                                       MAYOR
Comhairle Bhuirg Dhroichead Átha
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