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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Governor’s House, Millmount, Drogheda, on Tuesday, 5th May, 2009 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor F. Maher.


Councillors: 
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, 



A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, J. Mulroy,




T. Murphy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, 



K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
OFFICIALS:


Mr. C. Murray, County Manager





Mr. D. Foley, Director of Services/Town Clerk,





Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,





Ms. M. T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,
58/09
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 6th April, 2009 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.  
59/09

Matters arising from the Minutes.

Item 1 – The Members requested an up to date report on the Lourdes Stadium.   Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk in replying advised that a report would be brought to the Members in due course.

Girl Guides – The Members requested that the Borough Council meet with the Girl Guides.   Mr. Des Foley, Town Clerk agreed that a meeting would be held.

60/09
Disposal of plot of ground at Trinity Street Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 27th April 2009).
It was proposed by Councillor  D. Wilton and seconded by Councillor  M. Coogan that the Borough Council does not dispose of this plot of land.   A vote was taken as follows:

In favour of the proposal:
Councillors: 
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, 





A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, 




F. Maher, J. Mulroy,T. Murphy, 




G. Nash,  K. O’Heiligh, D. 





Wilton.



= 11
Against the proposal:


None




= Nil
Councillor M. O’Dowd was absent when the vote was taken.
On this basis, it was agreed by the Members that the plot of land would not be disposed of by the Council.

61/09
Approval to raise an additional loan of €1,026,312 from the Housing Finance Agency for the completion of a housing development at St. Laurence’s Park, Drogheda by Foscadh Housing Association Limited.
Ms. Mary T. Daly, Senior Executive Officer gave a breakdown of the additional costs.   Approval to raise the loan was proposed by Councillor J. Mulroy, seconded by Councillor T. Byrne and agreed by the Members.   

62/09

Presentation on Low-Carbon Initiative.
A presentation was given by Ms. Fiona Oster, Sustainable Energy Ireland.   The Members welcomed the report and thanked Ms. Oster for the presentation.
63/09
Report on Part 8 – East Meath, South Louth & Drogheda Water Improvement Scheme, Kiltrough Water Augmentation Scheme Stage 2 Works.
A report was given by Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk and the Part 8 was noted by the Members.
64/09
Report on proposed addition of Bayview House, Dublin Road, Drogheda to the Record of Protected Structures under Section 55 of the Planning & Development Act 2000.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, the Members agreed to add Bayview House, Dublin Road, Drogheda to the Record of Protected Structures under Section 55 of the Planning & Development Act, 2000.
65/09

Approval of Arts Grants 2009 – Round 1.

On the proposal of Councillor T. Murphy, seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey,  the Members approved the Arts Grants 2009 – Round 1.
66/09

To note date of next Joint Policing Committee Meeting
The Members noted the date of the next Joint Policing Committee on 18th May 2009 at 7pm in the Westcourt Hotel.   The Members also noted that the official launch of An Garda Siochana/Foroige Cable Project at Moneymore by Minister Dermot Ahern TD  would take place following this meeting.
67/09

To note date for Official Opening by the Mayor of Newtown Meadows Housing Scheme and St. Finians Park Remedial Works Scheme.

It was noted by the Members that Official Openings would take place on Friday 22nd May 2009 as follows:
Newtown Meadows Housing Scheme – 11.00am.

St. Finians Park Remedial Works Scheme – 12.00noon.

68/09

To note date for Annual Meeting in June.
The Members noted that the Annual Meeting would take place on Monday 15th June, 2009.
69/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell. (adjourned from April meeting)

“That this Council take immediate action to restore the road surface on Cromwell’s Lane to an acceptable safe standard for both pedestrians and motorists”

Reply:  A substantial number of potholes exist in the road surfacing at the eastern end of Cromwell’s Lane.   Repairs will be undertaken as soon as pothole repair works are completed on the major routes within the Borough.

The position was noted by the Members.

 70/09 
Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd. (adjourned from April meeting)

“Drogheda Borough Council calls on the government in the forthcoming second Budget for 2009 to release the funds required to carry out our Priority Housing actions for 2009 in order to alleviate the hardship caused to the 1300 applicants on our housing waiting list”

Reply: This is a matter for the Members.

Councillor M. O’Dowd was absent.

71/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan. (adjourned from April meeting)

Calling on this Council to give a commitment to continue with the Central Heating Installation Programme thus ensuring all outstanding Council homes currently waiting for central heating installation are completed by the end of 2009.

Reply: It is envisaged that the contract will commence later in the year, when 30 No. dwellings will have central heating installed.
The position was noted by the Members.

72/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton.

“Will this Council investigate and assess the need for speed ramps in the Pearse Park area particularly around the Glen View area all the way up to St. Ita’s School and the remaining street behind St. Ita’s School.   As some streets in Pearse Park have speed ramps, the remaining streets are being used as short cuts to avoid the existing speed ramps.   Also the area towards Glen View and the area around the school, only one side of the street has a footpath the residents have no choice but to cross a very dangerous and busy road”

Reply:  The need for speed ramps in the Pearse Park area will be investigated to determine whether or not there is a need for such measures. If speed ramps are required the matter will be the subject of public consultation and the approval of the Members. Notwithstanding the above, the placing of speed ramps will be subject to the availability of funding and the prioritising of road maintenance and road improvement works.
The position was noted by the Members.

73/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor G. Nash

That this Council, in consultation with local residents, develops proposals to ensure that safe and expeditious access is provided to the homes at the bottom of Scarlet Crescent for the emergency services and other services.

Reply:   The provision of vehicular access to the homes at the bottom of Scarlet Crescent was investigated about two years ago. The provision of an access road and turning area on the western side of the estate was opposed by residents due to loss of part of the green open space area. The Borough Engineer has had discussions on site with a number of the residents about a ramped access to the houses on the northern boundary which are at a lower level and is currently preparing proposals for a ramped access to facilitate the older people.

The position was noted by the Members.

74/09

Notice of Motion – Councillor Frank Maher

'That Drogheda Borough Council change its policy to allow the installation of litter bins where required in Voluntary Housing estates, such as Rowan Heights.
Reply:  Voluntary Housing Estates, such as Rowan Heights are in not in Council ownership.  The management of these estates is the responsibility of the Voluntary Housing Association which is funded by the DEHLG.

The Mayor, Councillor F. Maher requested that Drogheda Borough Council contact Respond Voluntary Housing Association with regards to the installation of litter bins at Rowan Heights.

The position was noted by the Members.

75/09

Notice of Question – Councillor D. Wilton.

“Will this Council contact the Transport Minister to ask will Drogheda be included in the National Cycling Policy and what funding they would be proposing to give this 
Council to start the project” 

Reply:  The Minister for Transport will be written to with a request that Drogheda Borough Council be included in the National Cycling Policy and that funding be made available to this Council for the purposes of implementing the cycling policy. 
The position was noted by the Members.

76/09

Notice of Question – Councillor G. Nash

“To ask this Council to introduce speed ramps and improved road signage at Ascal a hAon,
Yellowbatter in the interests of public safety”

Reply:  Traffic calming measures were undertaken last year at Yellowbatter, traffic calming ramps were installed at the entrance from Crushrod Lane into the estate in the latter part of 2008. Previously in 2007, traffic calming ramps were installed along Ascal A Tri. The requirement for further traffic calming measures and road signage will be investigated. If speed ramps are required the matter will be the subject of public consultation and the approval of the Members. Notwithstanding the above, the placing of speed ramps will be subject to the availability of funding and the prioritising of road maintenance and road improvement works.
The position was noted by the Members.

77/09

Monthly Progress Reports.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh, the Members noted the Monthly Progress Reports.   
78/09

Any Other Business
A presentation was made by the Mayor, Councillor F. Maher to Councillor T. Murphy, Councillor J. Mulroy and Councillor M. Godfrey on their retirement as Members of Drogheda Borough Council.   

This concluded the business of the Meeting.










_____________________









    
MAYOR 
Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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