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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 14th May, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd.


Councillors:  
P. Bell, M. Coogan, A. Donohoe, 



M. Godfrey, T. Murphy, K. O’Heiligh, 



D. Wilton.
Apologies for inability to attend were received from Councillors: F. Maher, J. Mulroy and G. Nash.

OFFICIALS:


Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager, 





Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,




Ms. M. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,





Ms. E. O’Hanlon, Administrative Officer,





Ms. V. Artherton, RAPID Co-Ordinator. 
The Mayor, Cllr. M. O’Dowd welcomed Ms. Mary Daly, Senior Executive Officer to her first 
Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council.

61/07
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey, the following Minutes were adopted:

· Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on Monday, 2nd April, 2007 at 6.30 p.m.
· Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 2nd April, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

62/07

Matters arising from the Minutes.

Queries were raised by the Members in relation to a number of matters including the following:

· Proposed Boathouse facilities at Willowgrove
· Public display arrangements for Part 8 Houisng, proposal between Moneymore and Brookville

The Members noted the arrangements in relation to the Part 8 Housing proposal between Moneymore and Brookville and agreed to review the need to hold a public meeting at the June monthly meeting.

63/07

Condolences 
The Mayor and Members expressed a vote of sympathy to the following:
The family of the late Tom Moran, 
The family of the late Paddy Boylan, 
The family of the late Mrs. Heaney,
The family of the late Mrs. Harty,

The family of the late Jim Winters,

The family of the late Terence Leech. 
64/07

Disposal of premises at 28 Old Cornmarket Hill (Section 183 Notice circulated on 30th April, 2007).
On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Members agreed to the sale of premises at 28 Old Cornmarket Hill, Drogheda to Martin & Elizabeth Waters for the sum of €1,000 plus costs and expenses.
65/07
Approval of Draft Drogheda Borough Council (Regulation and Control of the Consumption of Intoxicating Liquor in public places) Bye-Laws 2007.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh, the Members agreed to adopt the Intoxicating Liquor Bye-Laws 2007.
66/07

To fix date for Annual Meeting. 
On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, the Members agreed to fix Monday, 18th June, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. for the holding of the Annual Meeting. 
67/07

To receive report on setting up of two Municipal Policy Committees.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey, the Members agreed to proceed with the setting up of two Municipal Policy Committees in accordance with the recommendation set out in report attached to the minutes.   
68/07
To note arrangements for holding of public meetings by Joint Policing Committee and to fix date for next meeting of Joint Policing Committee.
The Members noted arrangements by the Joint Policing Committee to hold two public meetings on Policing Matters on Monday, 25th June, 2007 and Tuesday, 26th June, 2007.   It was also noted that the next meeting of the Joint Policing Committee would be held in conjunction with these public meetings.   
69/07

To note proposals for appointment of Consultants in relation to proposed applicating for extension to Borough Boundary.
The Members noted that a brief is being prepared for advertisement for the appointment of Consultants in relation to a proposed application for an extension to the Borough Boundary.   
70/07

To note current position in relation to provision of Youth Café in Drogheda.
The Members noted the current position in relation to the provision of a Youth Café in Drogheda and welcomed the progress which is being made in this matter.   
 71/07
Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell (adjourned from February, March & April 2007 meetings).
“That this Council immediately action compulsory purchase orders for the purpose of securing lands in Meath, Louth and in the Borough so that homes can be constructed for Drogheda’s growing housing list crisis”

Reply:  The Borough Council is actively pursuing the purchase of lands to meet our Housing Construction programme.   If this requires the use of Compulsory Purchase Order powers then this method of acquisition will be enacted.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Bell and seconded by Councillor M. Coogan.   The Members expressed their support for the Notice of Motion and agreed that this matter should be kept under review on an ongoing basis.   

72/07

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan.  (adjourned from March & April 2007 meetings).

“This Council notes that the Regional Health Forum, Dublin and North East rejected the Teamworks Report.   This Council recognises the tremendous strain being placed on patients, staff and resources in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda in recent times.   This strain is undoubtedly caused by the closing and downgrading of services in other hospitals in the North East, especially Louth County Hospital in Dundalk.   This Council states our opposition to the recently enforced Paediatric Transfer Protocol in Louth County Hospital and appalls the delays in provision of a Mid-Wifery Led unit in Louth County Hospital.   This Council is opposed to the proposed roll-out of the Teamworks Report, the consequences of which will be a further domino-effect of downgrading and closure of services, including the transfer of medical consultants and their patients from Louth County Hospital to Our Lady of Lourdes in Drogheda.

Reply:   This is a matter for the Members.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Coogan and seconded by Councillor D. Wilton and unanimously agreed by the Members.

73/07

Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd. (adjourned from April 2007 meeting).

“That Drogheda Borough Council supports the sosadireland.ie campaign for more to be done in the area of suicide prevention.   We call on the public to sign the petition on the website and call on all local authorities to be circulated with this resolution and request that it be placed on their agenda.

Reply:  This is a matter for the Members.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd and unanimously agreed by the Members.   The Members also noted proposals for a Memorial Service to be held on Friday, 18th May, 2007 in Drogheda.
74/07

Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton.

“Will this council initiate a program to include cycle lanes in all its road marking programmes whether on new roads or existing roads in the Borough of Drogheda.   In including bicycle lanes in Drogheda it would promote a health and environmental positive message in Drogheda”.

Reply:  The inclusion of cycle lanes on new and existing roads is an objective of the Borough Council.   However, on existing roads there is a difficulty in relation to road widths and the necessity of prohibiting kerb side parking.   This severely limits the ability to provide cycle lanes.   On the Newtown/Greenhills Link Road a cycle lane was provided.   This road requires to be formally named by the Members.

The Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor D. Wilton and supported by each of the Members.   The Members requested the Borough Engineer to examine if any of the approach roads into Drogheda such as the Ballymakenny Road would be suitable for the provision of cycle lanes on a trial basis.   

75/07

Correspondence

The Members discussed correspondence received from Drogheda Partnership regarding the proposal that Drogheda Partnership be merged with Dundalk Partnership and Louth Leader.   Following a discussion on the matter, the Members agreed on the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd to write to Drogheda Partnership supporting their attempt to continue as an independent board based in Drogheda.

76/07

Any Other Business

On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, the Members passed a vote of congratulations to Drogheda United on winning the Setanta Cup for the second year in a row.   
Following the recent Battle of the Boyne Visit by the Taoiseach and Dr. Ian Paisley and other Dignatories, and the display of the Mace, the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, proposed that the Sword and Mace should be put on public display on a semi-permanent basis in the town.   The Members agreed with the proposal and suggested that expressions of interest should be sought in terms of suitable accommodation for display purposes.   The Mayor also proposed a vote of congratulations to Mr. Damien McConnon on the arrangements for the public display of the Mace at the Battle of the Boyne Visit.   

The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, proposed a vote of congratulations to Ms. Martina Moloney on her promotion as County Manager of Galway County Council and thanked her for the huge contribution she had made to Drogheda during her three and a half years as Louth County Manager.   Each of the Members associated themselves with the comments of the Mayor and wished the County Manager every success and happiness in the future.   Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk, also thanked the Manager on his own behalf and on behalf of the staff of the Borough Council and referred to the significant contribution the Manager had made in County Louth and particularly in Drogheda.   He wished the County Manager and her family good health and happiness in the future.

The County Manager responded and thanked the Members and the staff of Drogheda Borough Council for their kind comments and stated that it had been a privilege to have been County Manager for the last number of years.   She stated that her term as County Manager had been challenging and exciting and she hoped that a good framework had been put in place for continued progress in the future.   She thanked the Members and Staff for their support and guidance and each of the four Mayors of Drogheda Borough Council who had served during her time as County Manager.   

This concluded the business of the Meeting.








____________________


    
 MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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