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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 5th March, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd.


Councillors:  
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, 




A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, F. Maher,




J. Mulroy, T. Murphy, G. Nash, 



K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.

OFFICIALS:


Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager,


  Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,




Ms. M. Whearty, Administrative Officer,





Ms. E. O’Hanlon, Administrative Officer.
33/07
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey,  seconded by Councillor F. Maher,  the following Minutes were adopted:

· Minutes of Council in Committee Meeting held on Monday, 5th February, 2007 at 6.30 p.m.
· Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 5th February, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

34/07

Matters arising from the Minutes.

Queries raised by the Members in relation to a number of matters including the following:

· Purchase of O’Reilly Bros. property 

· Proposed variations to Development Plan

· Public lighting survey in housing estates

· Advise in relation to pre-planning discussions

The Town Clerk responded to the queries raised and the position was noted by the Members.   
35/07

Condolenses 
The Mayor and Members expressed a vote of sympathy to the following:
The family of the late Martin Carolan,
The family of the late Miss Kathleen McShane, 
The family of the late Mrs. Black, Pearse Park, 
The family of the late Marks Carr. 
36/07
Presentation by Tom and Noeleen Reilly on proposed future use of Tholsel building.
A presentation was made to the Meeting by Tom and Noeleen Reilly on the future use of the Tholsel building (copy of presentation attached to agenda for meeting).     
The Mayor and Members welcomed the presentation and raised a number of queries in relation to the following points:

· Operating costs on an annual basis
· Use of the building as a full time Tourist Office
· Proposal to hold the Drogheda Borough Council Meeting in the building 

· Official emblem of the town to be clarified
· Concerns expressed re financing of project and upkeep of building both internally and externally
· Competition created by coffee shop and gift shop
· Proposal to make rooms available for community groups
· Proposal to hold civic functions in the building
· Accessability for wheelchairs
· Community Gardai should be facilitated in building 

· Architects should be engaged on conservation aspects of building
· Education programme should not conflict with education programmes run by Old Drogheda Society
Finally, the Mayor and Members gave their agreement in principal to the proposals as outlined by Tom and Noeleen Reilly and agreed that the projects should proceed accordingly.
37/07

To consider Capital Works Programme 2007-2009.
The Members considered the Capital Works Programme 2007-2009 (copy of programme attached to agenda for meeting).   The Town Clerk responded to queries raised by the Members in relation to the following matters:

· Development of new Fire Station

· Provision of new office accommodation

· Development of Lourdes Stadium

· Implementation of Traffic Management Study

· Details in relation to funding of land acquisition

· Provision of affordable housing

· Road improvements works at Donore Road

· Social and Affordable Housing in the Northern Environs Area

· Provision of mini soccer pitches

· Restoration of landfill site

· Extension of Waste Water Treatment Plant

· Provision of footpath and lighting to new cemetery

The position was noted by the Members and they agreed to adopt the Capital Works Programme 2007-2009 as outlined.
38/07

Approval to seek loan of €24m from the Housing Finance Agency for the provision of Social & Affordable Housing at Ballymakenny Road.
On the proposal of Councillor T. Murphy, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members agreed to seek loan of €24m from the Housing Finance Agency for the provision of Social & Affordable Housing at Ballymakenny Road, Drogheda.
39/07

Approval to seek loan of €3.8m from Housing Finance Agency for the provision of Affordable Housing at Newtown Meadows, Termonfeckin Road, Drogheda.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan, the Members agreed to seek loan of €3.8m from Housing Finance Agency for the provision of Affordable Housing at Newtown Meadows, Termonfeckin Road, Drogheda.
40/07

Approval to advance loan of €3,732,750.00 to Cluid Housing Association for the provision of 30 housing units at Newtown Meadows, Termonfeckin Road, Drogheda, under the Capital Loan & Subsidy Scheme.
On the proposal of Councillor J. Mulroy,  seconded by Councillor M. Coogan,  the Members agreed to advance loan of €3,732,750.00 to Cluid Housing Association for the provision of 30 housing units at Newtown Meadows, Termonfeckin Road, Drogheda, under the Capital Loan & Subsidy Scheme.
41/07

Disposal of property to the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland (Section 183 Notice circulated on 22nd February 2007).
The Members discussed the proposal to dispose of property to the OPW for the purposes of Decentralisation at length and raised the following queries:

· Cost price per acre of sale of property
· Provision for accommodating Drogheda Youth Development
· Selection process engaged in to identify most suitable site
· Conditions of Contract
· Further consultation with stakeholders including Drogheda Youth Development and Chamber of Commerce
· Public Private Partnership arrangements for development of O’Reilly property
· Development of O’Reilly property as multi-story car park prior to OPW development
· Setting up of a Decentralisation Committee of interested parties
· Deferral of proposals for one month to allow for further consultation
The Town Clerk responded in detail to the queries raised by the Members and in particular indicated that Drogheda Youth Development would be accommodated in the OPW proposal or alternatively be provided with new accommodation at a different location.   The Members also noted that it is the intention to construct the multi-storey car park on the O’Reilly property prior to the OPW proposal being developed further.

The County Manager also responded to queries raised by the Members and strongly urged support for the proposal as it provided a huge opportunity for a sustainable development in Drogheda. 

Councillor D. Wilton proposed that the sale of the property be deferred to allow for further consultation.   This proposal was seconded by Councillor M. Coogan.

Councillor F. Maher proposed an amendment to proceed with the sale to the OPW as outlined.   This proposal was seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy.

The matter was then put to a roll call vote which resulted as follows:
In Favour of the amendment:
Councillors:
T. Byrne, M. Godfrey, F. Maher,








J. Mulroy, T. Murphy, M. O’Dowd
=6

Against the amendment:

Councilors:
P. Bell, M. Coogan, A. Donohoe,








G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton 
=6

Councillor M. O’Dowd then exercised his casting vote in favour of the amendment.

The amendment was declared to be carried.

42/07
Approval to seek Overdraft Accommodation of €12m for the purposes of acquiring O’Reilly Bros. premises at Narrow West Street.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, the Members agreed to seek Overdraft Accommodation of €12m for the purposes of acquiring O’Reilly Bros. premises at Narrow West Street, Drogheda.
43/07
To fix date for Special Meeting in Committee for presentation by Drogheda United on their future proposals and to consider proposed Variations to the Development Plan.
The Members agreed to hold a Special Meeting in Committee for presentation by Drogheda United on their future proposals and to consider proposed Variations to the Development Plan on Monday, 12th March, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

44/07

To consider recommendations of the Protocol Committee.

The Members noted and approved the recommendations of the Protocol Committee. (copy of recommendations attached to the minutes).
45/07

To consider recommendations of the Commission of the Mayor Committee.

The Members noted and approved the recommendations of the Commission of the Mayor Committee (copy of recommendations attached to the minutes).
46/07

Any Other Business

Ms. E. O’Hanlon made a presentation to the Meeting on proposals for a small housing development on the green area between Moneymore and Brookville.
Councillor G. Nash proposed the proposal should proceed to Part 8 planning process.   Councillor J. Mulroy seconded the proposal.   

Councillor M. Coogan proposed an amendment that the matter be deferred until further consultation had taken place.   Councillor D. Wilton seconded the proposal.   The amendment was then put to a roll call vote which resulted as follows:

In Favour of the amendment:

Councillors:
T. Byrne, M. Coogan, T. Murphy,








D. Wilton.



=4
Against the amendment:

Councillors:
P. Bell, A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, 









F. Maher, J. Mulroy, G. Nash, 









M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh.

=8
The amendment was declared to be defeated.

The original proposal was then put to a roll call vote which resulted as follows:

In Favour of the amendment:

Councillors:
P. Bell, T. Byrne, A. Donohoe,








M. Godfrey, F. Maher, J. Mulroy,









G. Nash, M. O’Dowd.


=8

Against:



Councillors:
M. Coogan, T. Murphy,









K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.

=4

The original proposal was declared to be carried.

This concluded the business of the Meeting.








____________________


    
 MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha





DROGHEDA BOROUGH COUNCIL
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