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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 11th June, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd.


Councillors:  
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan,  



M. Godfrey, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, 




T. Murphy, G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh, 



D. Wilton.
Apology for inability to attend was received from Councillor A Donohoe.

OFFICIALS:


Ms. J. Martin, Deputy County Manager, 





Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,




Ms. M. Daly, Senior Executive Officer,





Ms. E. O’Hanlon, Administrative Officer,





Ms. J. Kiernan, Administrative Officer,




Mr. D. Hall, Executive Planner.

The Mayor, Cllr. M. O’Dowd welcomed Ms. J. Martin to her first meeting as Deputy

County Manager.
77/07
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Coogan, seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 14th May, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.
78/07

Matters arising from the Minutes.

A lengthy discussion took place on the need to hold a public meeting in relation to the Part 8 housing proposal between Moneymore and Brookville.   

The Members noted the statutory requirements in relation to the Part 8 process and that the closing date for submissions is 6th July, 2007.   The Members also noted the arrangements which are in place for public display of the proposals and appointments with interested parties.   

Councillor D. Wilton proposed that a public meeting should be held to discuss the proposals further.   This proposal was seconded by Councillor M. Coogan.   

Councillor P. Bell proposed an amendment to invite Residents Association representatives affected by the proposal including interested residents to make submissions directly to the Councillors in Committee at a meeting to be arranged.   The amendment was seconded by Councillor T. Murphy.   

The amendment was then put to a roll call vote which resulted as follows:

For the amendment:

Councillors:
P. Bell, J. Mulroy, T. Murphy,








G. Nash, M. O’Dowd. 

=
5
Against the amendment:
Councillors:
T. Byrne, M. Coogan, A. Donohoe,







F. Maher, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.
=
6

Absent:


Councillor
A. Donohoe.



=
1

The amendment was declared to be defeated.   
The original proposal was then put to a roll call vote which resulted as follows:

In favour:


Councillors:
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan,








M. Godfrey, F. Maher, J. Mulroy,








T. Murphy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd,








K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.

=
11

Absent:


Councillor
A. Donohoe.



=
 1

The original proposal was declared to be carried.

The Members agreed to confirm arrangements for the holding of the public meeting at the Annual General Meeting to be held on Monday, 18th June, 2007.

79/07

Condolences 
The Mayor and Members expressed a vote of sympathy to the following:
The family of the late Mrs. Tuite, Marian Park, 
The family of the late Miss Margaret Shortt, Sunnyside. 
80/07

To note arrangements for holding of Annual Meeting taking place on Monday, 18th June, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.
The Members noted the arrangements for the holding of the Annual Meeting on Monday, 18th June, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

81/07
To note arrangements for holding of two public Joint Policing Committee Meetings taking place on 25th and 26th June, 2007 in the Westcourt Hotel at 8.00 p.m.
The Members noted arrangements for the holding of two public Joint Policing Committee Meetings for the Northside and Southside of Drogheda on Monday, 25th and Tuesday, 26th June, 2007 in the Westcourt Hotel at 8.00 p.m.   It was also agreed to hold a meeting of the Joint Policing Committee prior to the first public meeting on Monday, 25th June, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.
82/07

Approval of Amenity Grants 2007. 
On the proposal of Councillor T. Murphy, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members agreed to approve the allocation of Amenity Grants as outlined, subject to Grant Allocations of €1,000 being reduced to €900 to facilitate unsuccessful and late applications.   The Members also agreed that this reduction should not apply to Moneymore Community House or Moneymore Estate Management.   

The Members also noted arrangements for the holding of a Beauty on the Boyne Competition in which prizes would be awarded in eight categories including tidy estates, commercial premises, etc. 
83/07

Disposal of premises at Roches Lane, Moneymore (Section 183 Notice circulated on 31st May, 2007).
On the proposal of Councillor D. Wilton, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, the Members agreed to the disposal of property at Roches Lane, Moneymore, Drogheda to Drogheda Boxing Club in the sum of €100 per annum for a term of 99 years from 1st November, 2002 and subject to portion of Lease being sub-let back to Drogheda Borough Council for a term of 15 years.
84/07
Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations.
The Members noted the planning report in relation to the construction of 7 Housing Units at St. Laurence’s Park and 2 Housing Units at St. Anthony’s Park, Cement Road and agreed to proceed with the proposals as outlined.  
85/07
To consider proposed Variations to Drogheda Borough Development Plan.

Mr. D. Hall, Executive Planner, made a presentation to the meeting on proposed variations to Drogheda Borough Development Plan.   

The Members welcomed the presentation and queries raised were responded to by the officials present.   The Members agreed to proceed to put the proposed variations on public display following the July Council meeting.   It was also agreed that any further submissions in relation to proposed variations should be made to the Town Clerk as early as possible for discussion at the July meeting.
86/07

Notice of Motion – Councillor F. Maher. (adjourned from January, February, March, April & May 2007 meetings).

“That Drogheda Borough Council provide a footpath from the entrance of Stameen Estate to the entrance of the Boyne Valley Hotel”.

Reply:  A previous proposal to provide this footpath in 2003 resulted in a substantial number of objections by householders whose gardens back onto the Dublin Road.   The rebuilding and raising the height of the existing stone wall became a major issue for the residents.   The Borough Engineer will re-examine the matter with a view to trying to resolve the issues.

The Borough Engineer informed the Meeting that discussions are taking place with Meath County Council and the Developer at Colpe Cross to extend the footpath from Colpe Cross to the entrance to the Boyne Valley Hotel to tie in with the existing footpath and public lighting in the area will also be upgraded.   The position was noted and welcomed by the Members.
87/07

Notice of Motion – Councillor T. Byrne.   (adjourned from February, March, April & May 2007 meetings).

“That Drogheda Borough Council install pedestrian lights in the vicinity of 5 Oaks Housing Estate and the Black Bull Inn in the interest of public safety”.

Reply:  The need for pedestrian lights in the vicinity of 5 Oaks Housing Estate will be investigated to determine if the warrants for pedestrian crossings are met.   Any required provision of same will be subject to funding being available.
The position was noted by the Members.

88/07
Notice of Motion – Councillor J. Mulroy.  (adjourned from February, March, April & May 2007 meetings).

“That Drogheda Borough Council carry out a traffic study to agree a parking strategy to include all streets that have parking on both sides of the road”.

Reply:  It is intended to carry out a review of on street parking of the greater Town Centre area in 2007 and a report will be brought before the Members in due course.

The position was noted by the Members.

89/07
Notice of Motion – Councillor M. Coogan.

“That this Borough Council provide Bring Bank Recycling facilities in the Marley’s Lane area.

Reply:  A Bring Bank centre will be considered for this area.   The matter has been referred to the Environment Section of Louth County Council for consultation.
The position was noted by the Members.

90/07
Notice of Motion – Councillor P. Bell.

“That this council take immediate steps to prevent illegal and inconsiderate parking on the Haymarket Bridge, by installing anti parking bollards on the footpaths crossing the bridge”.

Reply:   Drogheda Borough Council deal with illegal parking by means of enforcement and have no plans to install bollards at Haymarket Bridge at the present time.

Following a discussion, the Borough Engineer agreed to review illegal parking in this area and if the installation of bollards would be effective.   
The position was noted by the Members.
91/07
Notice of Motion – Councillor M. O’Dowd.

“That Drogheda Borough Council establish a standing ‘Access for All’ consultative group as a forum between relevant Drogheda Borough Council staff and the Disability sector in Drogheda”.

Reply:  An informal arrangement exists at the present time for meetings with the Disability sector.   The Borough Council has no objection to this arrangement being put on a formal basis.

The position was noted by the Members.

92/07

Notice of Question – Councillor M. Coogan.

“Have Drogheda Borough Council any plans to carry out maintenance on Ship Street road?

Reply:  Drogheda Borough Council will undertake an inspection of the street in order to determine the maintenance requirements.

The position was noted by the Members.

93/07

Notice of Question – Councillor D. Wilton.

“Would this council investigate the possibility of installing removable bollards instead of the existing bollards in Scarlet Crescent as it would leave the possibility of emergency vehicles the access to a number of houses in the bottom end of Scarlet Crescent in case of emergency?  The key to the removable bollards could be left in trust with the residents for such use.”

Reply:  The matter of vehicular access is currently being examined.

The position was noted by the Members.

94/07

Notice of Question – Councillor P. Bell.

“When will this council instruct the ESB to address the public lighting deficit on the North Quay (from St. Mary’s Bridge to Mayoralty House) in the interests of public safety and security?   The North Quay has not enjoyed public lighting for approximately one year”.

Reply:  The ESB are aware that a fault exists on the public lighting system at North Quay and despite a number of efforts they have been unable to locate the fault.   The ESB are awaiting additional resources and specialist equipment to resolve this matter.
The position was noted by the Members.

This concluded the business of the Meeting.









____________________


    
 MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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