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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 8th January, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd.


Councillors:  
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, 




A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, F. Maher,




T. Murphy, J. Mulroy, G. Nash,  



K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.





OFFICIALS:


Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager,


  Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer.




Mr. J. Meagher, Acting Housing Officer.

2/07
Confirmation of Minutes.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 4th December, 2006 at 6.30 p.m. and Minutes of Annual Budget Meeting held on Monday, 11th December, 2006 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.   

3/07

Matters arising from the Minutes.

Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer, advised the Meeting on the status of the Broadmeadows open space/green area  and set out the history regarding the matter.   At the request of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, it was agreed to arrange a meeting with residents to discuss the matter further.   

Under Item 194/06 Councillor G. Nash referred to concerns regarding densities and heights of proposed new developments throughout the Borough area and in particular with regard to a proposed development at Newfoundwell.   Following a discussion in the matter it was agreed that a report would be prepared for the next Meeting setting out details regarding the process for carrying out a variation to the Development Plan.   The Members also agreed to make a joint submission on the current planning application.

Councillor M.  Coogan referred to the upgrade of public lighting in housing estates throughout the town and the Borough Engineer advised that the ESB have been requested to carry out a survey of the estates and a report will be brought before the Members in due course.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh referred to Item 206/06 with regard to outstanding arrears for refuse collection and it was noted that the programme for the collection of outstanding arrears has now been concluded.   

4/07

Condolences 
The Mayor and Members expressed a vote of sympathy to the following:
The family of the late David Ervine,
The family of the late Paddy Kelly,
The family of the late Tess Murphy,
The family of the late Mrs. Halligan, Stameen,
The family of the late Ms. Mary Sarsfield. 
5/07
Presentation by Newenhem Mulligan & Associates on proposed Housing Scheme at Mell, Drogheda.

Mr. G. Arnold, Architect, made a presentation to the Meeting on the proposed Scheme of 148 dwellings at Mell, Drogheda. (copy of presentation attached to the minutes).     
The Members noted that the Scheme is currently on public display under the Part 8 Planning process until the 2nd February, 2007 and that submissions and observations are invited up to 23rd February, 2007.   The Members welcomed the proposals which provide for 106 Local Authority Houses, 18 Affordable Houses, 4 Special Needs Bungalows, 20 Sheltered Housing Units and 1 Créche.   The Members also welcomed the proposal for the provision of a primary school adjoining the site.
6/07

To further consider proposals for disposal of premises 1, 2 and 3 Horse Lane, Drogheda. (Section 183 Notice previously circulated on 21st April, 2006).

Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk, outlined the up to date position regarding the provision of facilities on the site adjoining Willow Grove.   The Town Clerk requested the approval of the Members to proceed with the Part 8 planning process and also sought approval for the disposal of the existing premises at Horse Lane subject to suitable alternative accommodation being provided for the occupants of the existing premises.   
Following a lengthy debate on the matter during which a number of Councillors outlined their concerns on behalf of the residents of Willow Grove, it was agreed on the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh, to arrange a Special Meeting to discuss the matter further on Monday, 15th January, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.    It was also agreed that the Town Clerk and Borough Engineer would hold a further meeting with the residents prior to this meeting.

7/07

Disposal of property at St. Annes, King Street, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 18th December, 2006).

On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, it was agreed to dispose of property at St. Annes, King Street, Drogheda for the sum of €5,000.00 plus costs and expenses.
8/07

Disposal of property at 77 West Street, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 19th December, 2006).

On the proposal of Councillor G. Nash, seconded by the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, it was agreed to dispose of property at 77 West Street, Drogheda to Joseph and Katherine Hardy for the sum of €833,750 and each side to bear their own costs and expenses.
9/07

Taking in Charge of Mount Sandford Housing Estate and Five Oaks, Dublin Road, Drogheda.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan, the Taking in Charge of Mount Sandford Housing Estate and Five Oaks, Dublin Road, Drogheda was agreed.
10/07

To note arrangements for meeting of Committee re Saturday Market on 22nd January, 2007 at 6.30 p.m.
The Members noted arrangements for the meeting of the Committee re Saturday Market on 22nd January, 2007 at 6.30 p.m.
11/07

To note arrangements for meeting of Joint Policing Committee on 29th January, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.

The Members noted arrangements for the meeting of the Joint Policing Committee on 29th January, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. and agreed to rearrange the time of the meeting to 7.30 p.m.

12/07

To note arrangements for meeting of Tidy Towns Committee on 30th January, 2007 at 6.30 p.m.

The Members noted arrangements for the meeting of the Tidy Towns Committee on 30th January, 2007 at 6.30 p.m.

13/07

To fix date for Special Meeting in Committee re Housing Matters.

The Members agreed to hold a Meeting in Committee on Housing Matters following the Special Meeting on Monday, 15th January, 2007 at 7.00 p.m.
14/07

Presentation by RPS Consultants on the Draft Planning Strategy for the Greater Drogheda Area.

Mr. K. Kennedy, on behalf of RPS Consultants, made a presentation to the Meeting on the Draft Planning Strategy for the Greater Drogheda Area.
The Members welcomed the presentation and on the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Members agreed to adopt the Planning Strategy for the Greater Drogheda Area.   It was noted that the matter would now go before Louth County Council and Meath County Council for adoption also.

Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager, thanked the Consultants, Steering Committee and officials for their efforts in the preparation of the Planning Strategy for the Greater Drogheda Area.   The County Manager indicated that the proposals outlined in the Planning Strategy would now be incorporated into the Borough Development Plan and stated that Drogheda would be in a better position to apply for Government funding on the basis of the Strategy being in place.

This concluded the business of the Meeting.








____________________


    
 MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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