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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 4th September, 2006 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd.


Councillors:  
P. Bell, T. Byrne,  M. Coogan, 




A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, F. Maher,




J. Mulroy, T. Murphy, G. Nash,  




K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.





OFFICIALS:


Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager,


  Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,





Ms. E. O’Hanlon, Administrative Officer.
144/06

Vote of Condolences. 

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of condolences to the following:
The Kirwan family, on the death of former Councillor Patsy Kirwan.
The family of the late Peter Conaghan.

The family of the late Eddie Crosbie.
145/06

Confirmation of Minutes.

· On the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Minutes of Annual Meeting held on Wednesday, 28th June, 2006 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.

· On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 3rd July, 2006 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.  
· On the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 24th July, 2006 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.

146/06

Matters arising from the Minutes.

The Mayor referred to correspondence received from Mr. Chris Lyons, on behalf of the HSE and his agreement to meet with the Members of Drogheda Borough Council in relation to the location for the new regional hospital.   The Members agreed to arrange a Special Meeting in this regard at the earliest opportunity.   

Councillor K. O’Heiligh referred to an inspection of No. 416 St. Finian’s Park in connection with the Remedial Works Scheme and noted that this inspection is being arranged.

In response to Councillor M. Coogan, the Town Clerk stated that arrangements would be put in place to proceed with the Part 8 for the Bring Bank at Ballsgrove immediately.   

Councillor A. O’Donohoe referred to discussions with Iarnrod Eireann regarding the Railway Bridge on the Dublin Road and it was noted that this matter would be raised later in the Meeting.

Councillor T. Murphy expressed his disappointment that he did not have the opportunity to be present at the Meeting when the recommendation of the Protocol Committee in relation to Grove Hill was brought before the Council.

147/06

Presentation on proposed Drogheda Docklands Development Strategy.
Mr. Conor Norton, Loci Consultants, made a presentation on the proposed strategy for the Inner Quays Development Area.   The Members welcomed the presentation and noted the process involved in making a proposed variation to the Development Plan in this regard.  Some of the issues raised in the presentation were discussed including the following:

· Preparation of a Strategic Environmental Assessment of the area 
· Provision of civic spaces and opening up of the water front 

· Protected buildings and structures

· Potential of the area for re-generation 

· Need for balance/mix of uses including residential, civic and commercial uses

Finally, it was agreed that the Consultants would make a presentation on the proposed strategy to the Members as soon as it is completed.   

 148/06

Monthly Progress Reports
On the proposal of the Mayor, the Members agreed to take Monthly Progress Reports and the Progress Report on West Street Environmental Improvements Scheme together.   The Members welcomed the various reports and raised the following queries for attention:

· Need for bollards to be provided at McDonald’s Shop, Hardman’s Gardens to prevent cars parking on the footpath

· Yellow lines need to be extended at Bothar Brugha School Crossing

· Issue regarding traffic parking on Francis Street on footpaths

· Broken footpaths on Chord Road

· Future use of the Tholsel

· Traffic problems on Trinity Street and Mell at peak times

· Leakage underneath vehicular bridge leading to Scotch Hall car park

· Position regarding installation of CCTV cameras at Bring Banks

· Problem with parking on Windmill Road

· Commencement of roadworks on Donore Road and provision of traffic lights

· Identification of site for Skate Board Park

· Joyriding taking place in Ballsgrove

· Water flowing down the hill on Poorhouse Lane

· Incident on development site at Donore Road

· Up to date position on Flaxmill Lane traffic calming measures

· Safety requirements for all schools

· Completion of pitches at Moneymore

· Continuation of street trading on West Street following environmental works

· Repairs to Boat House at Horse Lane

· Charges for entry into Recycling Centre

· Commencement of roadworks at Crushrod Avenue

· Trollies being parked on Peter Street footpath

· Position regarding proposed development of apartments on North Road

· Plate protruding in footpath at old AIB Bank at bottom of Duke Street
· Residents in favour of new surface at No. 143 Rathmullen

· Anti-social behaviour in the vicinity of No. 32 Rathmullen

· Replacement of ramp removed at top of Grove Hill

· Roadmarkings required at new slip road at Wheaton Hall

· Commencement of works at the Dale

· Proper marking out of disability spaces throughout the town

· Removal of grass cuttings and refuse sacks overnight

· Material deposited on Termonfeckin Road during construction of new route

· Problem at entrance to Whitethorn with reference to North Road Scheme

· Position regarding provision of portaloo at playground 

· Position regarding removal of unsightly fencing at O’Raghallaigh’s GFC

· Delay regarding processing of licence for Animal Rescue Centre

· Affordable Homes handbook to be circulated to those on waiting list

· Up to date position on provision of new off street parking facilities

· Up to date position regarding provision of new link road at Francis Street

Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer, responded in detail to the queries raised by the Members and noted the remaining queries for further attention.   Mr. Agnew also referred to the limited resources in terms of staff and funding to address all of the issues raised by the Members on a monthly basis.  The position was noted by the Members.
149/06

Nomination of Chairperson for the Joint Policing Committee.
On the proposal of the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, Councillor J. Mulroy was proposed as chairperson for the Joint Policing Committee.

Councillor D. Wilton was proposed by Councillor M. Coogan and seconded by Councillor D. Wilton.   

Councillor T. Byrne was proposed by Councillor M. Godfrey and seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh.

The matter was put to a roll call vote which resulted as follows:

Councillor J. Mulroy:


Councillors:
P. Bell, A. Donohoe, F. Maher, 









J. Mulroy, T. Murphy, G. Nash, 









M.O’Dowd.



=
7
Councillor D. Wilton:


Councillors:
M. Coogan, D. Wilton.

=
2

Councillor T. Byrne:


Councillors:
T. Byrne, M. Godfrey, K. O’Heiligh 
=
3

Councillor J. Mulroy was duly appointed to chair the Joint Policing Committee.
The Members noted that approximately three to four meetings of the Joint Policing Committee would be held per annum.   It was noted that the selection process for community representatives is currently underway and as soon as this has been completed, training will be organised for the Committee.

150/06

Proposal for Annual Lecture to commemorate the life, work and legacy of Mother Mary Martin.
On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor M. Godfrey, the Members agreed to a suggestion by the Mayor to hold an annual lecture to commemorate the life, work and legacy of Mother Mary Martin, founder member of Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital.
151/06

Establishment of Commission of the Mayor to report on the issues surrounding the long-term management of the Greater Drogheda Area and a possible boundary extension for Drogheda Borough Council.
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, proposed the setting up of a Commission to report on the issues surrounding the long-term management of the Greater Drogheda Area and a possible boundary extension for Drogheda Borough Council.   
He proposed that two recent Mayors, Councillor T. Murphy and Councillor G. Nash would sit on the Commission together with a former Chairperson of Louth County Council, Councillor Jackie McConville.   The Mayor also requested a nomination from Sinn Fein and the Independent Members of Drogheda Borough Council to sit on the Commission.   The Mayor’s proposal was seconded by Councillor G. Nash.   

The Members welcomed  setting up of the Commission and noted that any reports of the Commission will be brought before the Council for consideration.   It is intended to hold the first meeting of the Commission in the coming weeks. 
152/06

Planning Strategy for the Greater Drogheda Area.
The Members noted that the Draft Planning Strategy for the Greater Drogheda Area is now on public display until Friday, 29th September, 2006 and submissions are invited.   It was noted that a meeting of the Steering Committee would be arranged in October to consider submissions received.
153/06

Disposal of various properties (Section 183 Notice circulated on 4th July, 2006).
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, the Members approved of the disposal of various properties as follows:
Address of Dwelling
      Name of Purchaser
               Purchase Price

1 Priest Lane                          Oliver Flynn                             

 €10.16 & €114.28

64 Marian Park                      
Bridget & Maurice O’Neill  



“                        

12 Ardan an Bothar Ghlais     Teresa Stack, Catherine Heeney, 


“
                                              
Patricia Campbell, Marian Murphy & 


“
John Boyle             

3 Boyne Valley Cotts              John Roden                                           

“
15 Ascal a hAon             
Winston Daniels and Lisa Flood 


“

                    

10 Glenview Ave              
Thomas McPhillips                                          
“
 21 Sandyford Tce             
Audrey Hanratty                 



“                                   

35 Windmill Road               Martin Crosby  




“                                 

14 Priest Lane                    James & Catriona Frost



“                                 

62 Ascal a Do                     Gillian Keegan & Ricardo Da Silva  

“              

81 Marsh Road                   Denis & Ciara Halpin  



“                                  

160 Pearse Park                 Margaret Reilly & Oliver Reilly   


“                  

10 Patrick Street                 Jon Vollmer & Marianne Stix     


“                  

49 Hand Street                    Martin McDermott & Angela Johnston

“       

35 Marian Park                    Nicholas Hanlon      



“                                   

24 Ballsgrove                       Donal & Teresa Carolan   


“                          

4 Radharc Na Pairce              Jeanette & John Kermath & Roseanne Kelly    
“    

1 Ascal a Do                           Ian Faulkner              



“                                        

3 St Teresa’s Tce                   Thomas , Robert  and Doreen Cullen   

“             
This concluded the business of the Meeting.



    
 MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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