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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday, 2nd October, 2006 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd.


Councillors:  
P. Bell, T. Byrne,  M. Coogan, 




A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, F. Maher,




J. Mulroy, T. Murphy, G. Nash,  




K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.





OFFICIALS:


Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager,


  Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,





Mr. P. Judge, Senior Executive Engineer,





Ms. J. Kiernan, Administrative Officer.
154/06

Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of Councillor T. Murphy, seconded by Councillor M. Coogan, the Minutes of Council Meeting held on Monday, 4th September, 2006 at 7.00 p.m. were adopted.

155/06

Matters arising from the Minutes.

In response to Cllr. A. Donohoe, the Town Clerk stated that ESB report on public lighting is being examined at present and it is intended to bring this report before the Members as early as possible.   

156/06

Presentation by North Eastern Regional Drugs Task Force.
Mr. A. Ogle, Co-Ordinator and Mr. M. Walsh, Chairman, made a presentation to the Meeting on the structure and work of the North Eastern Regional Drugs Task Force to date.

The Members welcomed the presentation and noted progress being made in this regard.   Queries raised by the Members were responded to by Mr. Ogle and Mr. Walsh. 
 157/06

Presentation by Consultants on Draft Docklands Area Plan.
Further to the previous Meeting, Mr. Conor Norton, Loci Consultants, made a comprehensive presentation on the proposed strategy for the Inner Quays Development Area.   The following points were noted during the course of the presentation:

· Retention of open space zoning at Donor’s Green

· New structure of streets and public spaces

· Parallel street along Marsh Road

· Potential for one new vehicular bridge and one new pedestrian bridge

· Identification of children’s play areas

· Attention to Quay walls and issue of flooding

· Provision of performance  space and community facilities

· Strategic environmental assessment carried out for the area

· Need for supplementary development contribution scheme

The Members welcomed the presentation but expressed concerns regarding the deficit in infrastructure, particularly road infrastructure to accommodate the proposed development in this area.
Following further discussion on this matter, it was agreed to circulate a copy of the Draft Plan to the Members for their consideration and to defer decision on putting the Plan on public display for the present.   
158/06

Monthly Progress Reports.
The Members welcomed the Monthly Progress Report and raised the following queries for attention:

· Concern re. delays in West Street Environmental Improvement Scheme

· Position regarding closure of Stockwell Street junction

· Extension of footpath to Whitethorns Estate as part of North Road works

· Complaints from residents in Simcock’s Lane regarding odours and traffic

· Extension of footpath and lighting to new cemetery

· Up to date position on provision of CCTV cameras in town centre

· Concern re graffiti in a number of estates particularly Marley Court

· Position regarding works at Donore Road and installation of traffic lights

· Position regarding widening of road at Flaxmill Lane

· Complaints re odour in Castlemanor and Brookville

· Provision of traffic signals at Cement Road junction with Mell

· Provision of public lighting at Rathmullen and Marley’s Lane

· Repairs required to steps between Railway Tavern and Marsh Road

· Pedestrian crossing required on Dublin Road in the vicinity of Five Oaks
· Traffic calming measures required on Dublin Road  side of Bryanstown Crossroute

· Lights out of order at De Lacy Bridge

· Problems re. traffic conjestion at Bothar Brugha

· Flooding at Avenue Three, St. Finian’s Park

Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk, responded to a number of the queries raised by the Members and noted the remaining queries for further attention.
.

159/06

To consider submissions received in relation to Drogheda Town Walls Draft Conservation Plan.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, the Members agreed to adopt the Conservation Plan for the Town Walls subject to the amendments outlined.   It was also agreed that the Borough Council would incorporate the objectives of the Plan into their future work programmes as and when resources are available.   
160/06

To seek approval to borrow a sum not exceeding €3.0m for the refurbishment of the Franciscan Friary, Laurence Street, for the purposes of Highlanes Art Gallery.
On the proposal of Councillor T. Murphy, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Members approved a loan not exceeding €3.0m for the refurbishment of the Franciscan Friary, Laurence Street, for the purposes of Highlanes Art Gallery.

On the proposal of Councillor T. Murphy, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Members agreed to the disposal of property at Laurence Street, Drogheda to Highlanes Gallery Ltd.

161/06

Establishment of Joint Policing Committee.
The proposed membership of Drogheda Joint Policing Committee was circulated to the Meeting (copy of membership attached to the minutes).   

It was agreed to hold the first meeting of the Joint Policing Committee on Monday, 23rd October, 2006 at 7.00 p.m. 
162/06

To consider establishment of Drogheda Tidy Towns Committee.
Ms. J. Kiernan, Administrative Officer, made a brief presentation to the Members on the proposal to establish a Tidy Towns Committee (copy of report attached to the minutes).   The Members welcomed the proposal and noted that the public meeting would be arranged in the coming weeks.   
163/06

Disposal of property at No. 22 Pitcher Hill, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 1st September, 2006).

On the proposal of Councillor T. Byrne, seconded by the Mayor, Councillor M. O’Dowd, the Members agreed to the disposal of property at No. 22 Pitcher Hill, Drogheda, for the sum of €22,500 plus costs and expenses.
164/06

To consider proposals for disposal of premises at 3 Horse Lane, Drogheda.

Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk, made a brief presentation to the meeting on the proposal to provide a new premises for the clubs and organisations occupying the existing premises at 3 Horse Lane, Drogheda.  A copy of the proposed site for the new premises was circulated to the Meeting (copy of map attached to the minutes).   
The Members welcomed the proposal in principle, however, some concern was expressed regarding the proposed entrance through Willowgrove.  Following some discussion in the matter, the Members agreed that further discussion should take place between each of the parties involved.
165/06

To note arrangements for meeting with HSE representatives on Tuesday, 3rd October, 2006 in the Boyne Valley Hotel at 6.30 p.m.

The Members noted arrangements for meeting with HSE representatives on Tuesday, 3rd October, 2006 in the Boyne Valley Hotel at 6.30 p.m.
166/06

To note arrangements for Official Opening of Highlanes Art Gallery on Wednesday, 4th October, 2006 at 3.30 p.m.

The Members noted arrangements for the Official Opening of Highlanes Art Gallery on Wednesday, 4th October, 2006 at 3.30 p.m.   The Mayor requested the Members to wear their formal robes for the Official Opening.
167/06

To arrange meeting on Housing and related matters for Monday, 9th October, 2006 at 6.30 p.m.

The Members agreed to arrange a meeting on Housing and related matters for Monday, 9th October, 2006 at 6.30 p.m.
168/06

Any Other Business.
The Mayor stated that arrangements had been made to hold the Mother Mary Martin Memorial Lecture in the Westcourt Hotel on Wednesday, 18th October, 2006 at 7.30 p.m. (copy of arrangements attached to the minutes).

This concluded the business of the Meeting.


    
 MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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