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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday 8th May, 2006 at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS:
 
In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor T. Murphy.



Councillors:  
P. Bell, T. Byrne,  M. Coogan, 




A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, F. Maher,




J. Mulroy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, 




K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.





OFFICIALS:


Ms. M. Moloney, County Manager,


  Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,






Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,






Mr. C. McBride, Executive Planner, 




E. O’Hanlon, Administrative Officer, 




Mr. M. McCabe, Senior Staff Officer.

74/06

Vote of Condolences. 

The Mayor and Members passed a vote of condolences to:

The family of the late William Leech, Pearse Park.

The family of the late Brendan Murphy, Pearse Park.

75/06

Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh, the Minutes of Council Meetings held on Monday 3rd April, 2006 and Monday 10th April, 2006 were adopted.   

76/06

Matters arising from the Minutes.

With regard to Matters arising from the Minutes, the Members raised the following:

· Councillor K. O’Heiligh stated that the reports received on the Remedial Works Scheme in St. Finian’s Park referred to house number 413 and not number 416

· Councillor P. Bell enquired when a meeting could be arranged between the Councillors and the Consultant in relation to the future of Our Lady’s Hospital

· Councillor M. Coogan enquired when the Special Meeting on Housing would be held and also enquired if the Mayor had any response from the HSE or the Minister for Health seeking a meeting to discuss the future of Our Lady’s Hospital

· Councillor A. Donohoe requested the up to date position on the report sought from the ESB on the condition of public lighting throughout the town.   He also enquired about discussions between the Borough Council and Iarnroid Eireann regarding signage for the railway bridge on the Dublin Road

· Councillor T. Byrne requested  that attention be given to the steps from the Dublin Road to the Marsh Road in terms of maintenance and public lighting

· Councillor M. O’Dowd advised the meeting that correspondence had been received by Louth County Council from the Department of Education stating that the Council’s policy was in line with Department policy re schools in the Northern Environs Area.  

Councillor J. Mulroy also addressed this issue and requested an apology for remarks made at the previous meeting in relation to this matter.

Councillor D. Wilton refused to apologise for the remarks made at the previous meeting and stated that he would continue to fight for schools in the Northern Environs Area.

77/06

Presentation of Draft Report by Consultants on Conservation Plan for  Drogheda Town Walls.

Mr. B. McSherry, Heritage Officer and Ms. Margaret Gowen, Archaeological Consultant made a presentation to the Meeting on the Draft Conservation Plan which had been prepared for the Drogheda town walls and defences.   A copy of the Draft Conservation Plan was also circulated to the Members.   

The Mayor and Members welcomed the presentation and report and on the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, it was agreed to put the Draft Conservation Plan on public display and to invite submissions from interested parties.   

78/06

Proposed Variation to Drogheda Borough Council Development Plan 2005-2011 allowing for the location of a Discount Foodstore within the ‘Retail Park’ zoning at Mell.

Mr. C. McBride, Executive Planner, made a presentation to the Meeting on the Proposed Variation to the Drogheda Borough Council Development Plan 2005-2011 allowing for the location of a Discount Foodstore within the ‘Retail Park’ zoning at Mell.

The Members noted the report and recommendation that the proposed variation be adopted subject to revised wording.   The Members unanimously approved of the proposed variation to the Development Plan as outlined.   

79/06

Approval to seek a loan of €1.5m from the Housing Finance Agency in respect of New Fire Station at Rathmullen Road.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Members approved the seeking of a loan of €1.5m from the Housing Finance Agency in respect of New Fire Station at Rathmullen Road.

80/06

Approval to seek a loan of €2m from the Housing Finance Agency in respect of New Cemetery at Termonfeckin Road.

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh, the Members approved the seeking of a loan of €2m from the Housing Finance Agency in respect of New Cemetery at Termonfeckin Road.    

81/06

To fix date for special meeting with WSP Consultants to consider submissions received in response to Transportation Study.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, the Members agreed to meet on Wednesday, 24th May, 2006 at 7.00 p.m. to consider submissions received in response to the Transportation Study.

82/06

To fix date for Annual Meeting.

The Members agreed to fix a date for the Annual Meeting on Wednesday, 28th June, 2006 at 7.00 p.m.

83/06
Civic Awards
The Mayor announced details of his proposals to present Civic Awards to the following:

Mr. Peadar Reynolds, Mr. Charlie Byrne, Friends of St. Mary’s, Hospital, Mr. Joe Leonard.

The Members approved the proposals and it was agreed to present the Civic Awards on Tuesday, 16th May, 2006 at 7.00 p.m.

The Mayor also referred to a presentation to be made to St. Peter’s Male Voice Choir to celebrate their 50th Anniversary – details to be circulated.

Finally, the Mayor referred to his proposal to arrange a Mayors Ball for charity, the proceeds of which would go to Hospice – details to be circulated.

84/06

Disposal of property at 1 Lower Magdalene Street, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 26th April, 2006).

On the proposal of Councillor K. O’Heiligh, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Members agreed to dispose of property at l Lower Magdalene Street, Drogheda to Kitty and Margaret Cassidy for the sum of €20,000 plus costs and expenses. 

85/06

Disposal of land at Toberboice Lane, Mell, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 26th April, 2006).

On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Members agreed to dispose of land at Toberboice Lane, Mell, Drogheda to Oliver J. Sheils, Thomas A. Collins, Richard Whearty and Michael Maher (Trustees of Drogheda Brass Band) for the sum of €200,000 plus costs and expenses.

86/06

Disposal of property at 3 St. Patrick’s Cottages, Clinton’s Lane, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 19th April, 2006).

On the proposal of Councillor F. Maher, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh, the Members agreed to dispose of property at 3 St. Patrick’s Cottages, Clinton’s Lane, Drogheda to Mr. John Devlin for the sum of €1,500.00 plus costs and expenses.

87/06

Disposal of property at Horse Lane, Trinity Street, Drogheda (Section 183 Notice circulated on 21st April, 2006).

Following a discussion and on the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members agreed to defer consideration of this matter for one month as agreement had not been reached between all parties.

On the proposal of Councillor M. O’Dowd, seconded by Councillor K. O’Heiligh, the Members agreed that the Mayor should enter into discussions with the developers and the various parties with a view to resolving outstanding issues.

88/06
Correspondence from Olympic Golden Jubilee Committee – Tony ‘Socks’ Byrne Bronze Medal, Melbourne Olympics, 1956.

Following a discussion on this matter, the Members agreed to seek the views of the Arts Officer on the proposal in terms of funding and location, etc.   It was also agreed to invite a number of members of the Committee to address the next meeting of the Borough Council.

89/06
Notice of Motion – Councillors  G. Nash and P. Bell.

“That this council issue a full and total formal report in chronological order on progress to date regarding the promised application for funding to the National Roads Authority, as committed to by Louth County Council in mid 2005, so as to action compulsory purchase of lands for the construction of the Northern Port Access Route.   Lands specifically between Newtownstalaban and Tom Roe’s Point.   And that the requested report be made available to Councillors prior to our May 2006 public meeting and be presented to this council by our County Manager”.
Reply:   Report will be submitted to the Meeting.

A report in relation to this matter was circulated to the Meeting (copy attached to the minutes).  It was agreed to defer further consideration of same to the next Meeting.

90/06

Notice of Motion – Councillor D. Wilton.

“Could this Borough Council provide a section of land along the Boyne river as to rehouse the tenants of 1, 2 & 3 Horse Lane (The Boat House) as their current home is being sold”.

Reply:  Matter is included for consideration under Item 13 on Agenda.

The position was noted by the Members.

91/06

Notice of Motion – Councillor A. Donohoe.

“Following on the initiative of Young Social Innovators Project from the students of Our Lady’s College Greenhills that this Borough Council actively seeks to secure a place where youngsters can enjoy leisure time in a drink and drugs free environment”.

Reply:   Matter to be further discussed at meeting.

The Members welcomed the Notice of Motion and indicated their support for the proposal.   The Members agreed with the suggestion of the County Manager to convene a meeting of interested parties to discuss the proposal further.   The Members also agreed to invite members of the Project Group to address the next meeting of the Borough Council

This concluded the business of the Meeting.



    
 MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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