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Minutes of Special Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday10th April,  2006  at 7.00 p.m.



In attendance:

MEMBERS: 

In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor T. Murphy.



Councillors:  
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, 




A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, J. Mulroy, 



G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, 


D. Wilton.





OFFICIALS:


Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,






Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer.

72/06

To consider the future of Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital. 

The Mayor requested the comments of the Members in relation to the future of Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in order that a policy could be agreed on this issue.   The Members entered into a comprehensive debate on this matter and the following points were noted:

· Hospital should be retained in its present location.   HSE has approximately 16/18 acres available at Crosslanes to extend hospital.

· Problems with A & E and parking at existing hospital

· Existing hospital should be improved in short term and new hospital should be built in long term on adjoining lands.

· Access off motorway is important for existing hospital and also provision of Northern Port Access Route.

· Land in the Northern Environs Area should be considered for provision of new hospital site.

· Meeting should be held with HSE and four T.D’s in County Louth to consider matter further.

· Submission needs to be made to Consultants who are reviewing HSE services in the North East region.

· Drogheda Borough Council should prepare submission or engage consultants to do so.

· Submission should make case based on medical suitability access to the town and the demographics of the Greater Drogheda Area and South Louth.

· Hanley Report on health identified Drogheda hospital as a growth centre.

· Health Services in Drogheda need to be expanded to provide for projected population growth in Greater Drogheda Area.

· Green field site of 30 acres for new hospital could be accommodated in Greater Drogheda Area.  

· Reservoirs of skill, knowledge and expertise have been built up in Drogheda over the last 50 years.

· Drogheda is ideally located for North County Dublin and North East Region.

Finally, it was agreed that a Consultant should be engaged to prepare a submission on behalf of Drogheda Borough Council.   It was also agreed that the Mayor would write to the HSE and the Minister for Health seeking a meeting to discuss the matter further.

73/06

To consider submissions received in response to Drogheda Draft Transportation Study.

The Members noted the submissions received in response to the public display of the Draft Transportation Study.   The Members considered at length the submission made on behalf of the Taxi Drivers and agreed that they should be accommodated in West Street as part of the Pedestrianisation Scheme.

It was agreed to arrange a special meeting with the Consultants to consider the submissions received in further detail - date to be agreed at the next monthly meeting.   

This concluded the business of the Meeting.



    
 MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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