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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday 4th October  2004 at 7. 30 p.m.

In attendance:

MEMBERS : 
In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor G. Nash



 Councillors:  
P. Bell, T. Byrne, M. Coogan, A. Donohoe,



M. Godfrey, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, T. Murphy,



M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.

OFFICIALS:



Ms. M. Moloney, Co. Manager,






Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,






Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer,






Ms. E. O’Hanlon, Administrative Officer.

155/04

Confirmation of Minutes.

On the proposal of  Councillor  J. Mulroy, seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Minutes of Meeting  held on 6th September 2004 and Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on 6th September 2004, were adopted.

156/04

                                                       Matters arising from Minutes.

A number of Members referred to queries raised at the previous meeting and it was noted that replies had issued by post in response to the queries raised.  

157/04

Suspension of Standing Orders 

On the proposal of The Mayor, Councillor G. Nash, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Members agreed to suspend Standing Orders to discuss Notice of Motion No. 29 submitted by Councillor K. O’Heiligh.

Councillor K. O’Heiligh referred to the Notice of Motion and correspondence which he had circulated to each Member regarding same.    Councillor O’Heiligh stated that in his opinion,  the Annual Meeting held on 21st June, 2004  did not comply with the requirements set down in The Local Government Act, 2001 and the Borough Council Standing Orders.   He stated that this could have serious consequences and could leave the Borough Council open to legal challenge.   

Each of the Members addressed the Notice of Motion  and  expressed their concerns with the matters being raised.   The Members then requested the Town Clerk to clarify the matter.   

The Town Clerk stated that he was satisfied from a reading of the legislation, namely the Local Government Act 2001, that the requirements in relation to the holding of the Annual Meeting were fulfilled.   He then quoted from the relevant Section of the Local Government Act 2001 i.e. Section 36 2A which states as follows:

 “subject to subsection 3 (3) , a Member who holds the office of Comhairleach or Leascomhairleach shall hold that office (unless he or she becomes disqualified under subsection (1) (C), resigns under Section 33 or is removed from office under Section 34) from election until a successor is elected at the next Annual Meeting of The Local Authority after that Members election to that office.”

The Town Clerk stated that if there is any ambiguity  between the Borough Council’s own Standing Orders and the legislation, then the legislation takes preference.

The Town Clerk stated that the poll for the election of Mayor and Deputy Mayor at the Annual Meeting  was taken by the Town Clerk and the result duly declared.

The Town Clerk added that he was satisfied that the person in the chair made no material difference to the election of Mayor and Deputy Mayor.

The Members noted the position and the Notice of Motion was then put to a roll call which resulted as follows:   

For:


Councillors:
K. O’Heiligh, M. Coogan, D. Wilton


=  3 

Against:
Councillors: 
M. Godfrey,  J. Mulroy,  T. Murphy,  A. Donohoe, 






P. Bell, T. Byrne, F. Maher, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd.    = 9

The Town Clerk declared the Notice of Motion to be defeated.

158/04

Removal of Nos. 4 and 5 Old Abbey Lane from record of Protected Structures.

Notice was given in accordance with the provisions of Section 55 of the Planning and Development Act 2000 that Drogheda Borough Council, being the Planning Authority, proposed to delete the properties at No. 4 and No. 5 Old Abbey Lane, Drogheda from the record of Protected Structures.

On the proposal of  Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor A. Donohoe, the Members agreed to the removal of Nos. 4 and 5 Old Abbey Lane from record of Protected Structures.

159/04

Councillors session for consideration of Managers Report on submissions received on Draft Development Plan has been scheduled for Monday 11th October, 2004 at 6.30 p.m.

Development Plan – The Members agreed to meet on  Monday 11th October, 2004 at 7.00 p.m.

160/04

Presentation on Drogheda Transportation Study.

The Members agreed to meet on Tuesday, 26th October, 2004 at 7.00 p.m.

The Members also agreed to meet on Monday, 18th October, 2004 at 7.00 p.m. in relation to the Corporate Plan.

161/04

Parking Control

The Members noted the proposals put forward for pay parking concessions for residents who have no car of their own but due to infirmity require the assistance of carers to call to them on a regular basis.

On the proposal of The Mayor, Councillor G. Nash,  seconded by Councillor F. Maher, the Members agreed to the concessions on the basis that they should operate between the hours of 8.30 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.

The Members also agreed that residents over 65 years of age should  qualify regardless of infirmity.

162/04

Suspension of Standing Orders.

The Members agreed to a suspension of Standing Orders  to note an emergency motion proposed by Councillor P. Bell, seconded by Councillor G. Nash, as follows:

“That this Council send a delegation to meet with Senior Medical Management of Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, for the purpose of assisting them in their campaign to secure the necessary resources in providing a safe and efficient emergency care service at the hospital and that this delegation request an emergency meeting with the Minister for Health, so as to communicate the concerns of hospital staff and the citizens of Drogheda and North East region.”

163/04

Protocol Committee Proposals.
The Mayor, Councillor G. Nash referred to a meeting of  The Protocol Committee which was held to discuss proposals in relation to Standing Orders, Notice of Motions, Twinning and Civic Honours.

The Members noted that proposals in relation to these matters would be put before the November Meeting.

164/04

Waste Bye-Laws.

The Members noted that the Waste Bye-Laws for the collection, storage and presentation of waste and certain related waste management matters for the county of Louth have now been adopted.
165/04

Monthly Progress Report.

The Members noted the Monthly Progress Report and raised queries on the following matters;

· Footpath repairs required at Brookville, Greenhills, Chord Road and Yellowbatter.

· Lorries parking at Bring Bank at Platten Road causing access problem.

· Parking of lorries at Donore Road Industrial Estate also causing a problem.

· The position regarding development of Civic Amenity Site.

· Speed ramps required at Wheaton Hall.

· Number of lights out of order throughout the town including Railway Terrace.

· Up to date position regarding Transportation Study.

· Signage needed at entrance to Mellifont Park.

· Additional work to be carried out at Cross Lanes.

· Illegal dumping taking place throughout the town.

· Security fence required at Tredagh View between No. 48 and Beechwood.

· The position regarding the bungalows at No. 58 and No. 59 Rathmullen.

· Recent fatality at junction on Donore Road at Telabs – Bank needs to be cleared on left hand side.

· Pothole at No. 27 Ballsgrove.

· Removal of galvanised fencing at GAA pitch to widen Crosslanes.

· Fence at Donors Green quite dangerous forcing the public to go near to the river.

· Concerns regarding operation of Saturday Market.

· Caution urged in respect of rerouting port traffic away from Cross Lanes.

· Alleyways in Council Housing Estates should be closed off.

· Yield signs required at Yellowbatter cross section, single white line also needed there.

· Pedestrian Crossing required at Matthews Shop, Hardman’s Gardens.

· Some parking machines not dispensing tickets.

· Need to clear all drains and gullies throughout the town.

· Issue in relation to Remedial Works Scheme at Finians Park to be clarified.

· Mary Street bank and steps to Dale need tidying.

· Ramps needed at second entrance to Ballsgrove.

· Traffic lights throughout the town to be cleaned on a regular basis.

· Problem with sequence of lights at bottom of Georges Street.

· Collection of white goods from households to be reconsidered.

The Borough Engineer responded in detail to the queries raised by the Members.

Finally, The Mayor, Councillor G. Nash, referred to a number of matters as follows;

· Meeting on anti-social behaviour held between Gardai and Borough Council Officials – Seminar being arranged for 18th November, 2004.

· Central Heating Programme almost complete from money provided in budget.   Additional monies now received from The Department i.e. €112,000.00 allocation which will install central heating in further twenty houses approximately.

· Contractors to be on site in relation to Swimming Pool before end of October.   Meeting  held with Drogheda Business Development Centre regarding €1m contribution.

· Planning permission recently granted for new wall at GAA pitch on Cross Lanes.

· Meeting held recently with traders regarding operation of market.  

The position was noted by the Members.

166/04

Correspondence

Correspondence from the Chairman, Boyne Rovers Football Club, requesting a further meeting with the Borough Council regarding their zoning proposal was read.   On the proposal of The Mayor, Councillor G. Nash, seconded by Councillor P. Bell, the Members agreed to arrange a further meeting.

Correspondence from Rev. D. Nulty, P.P. regarding the celebration of the 150th Anniversary of the Mercy Sisters arrival in Drogheda was read.   The Members agreed to accept an invitation to attend a Mass to celebrate this occasion on Sunday, 7th November, 2004 and to arrange a Civic Reception in their honour.

The Members agreed to hold a Special Housing Meeting  in Committee to include a presentation on RAPID on Monday 8th November, 2004 at 7.00 p.m.

This concluded the Business of the Meeting.



    

   MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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