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Minutes of Council Meeting of Drogheda Borough Council held in the Council Chamber, Fair Street, Drogheda, on Monday 6th December  2004 at 7. 00 p.m.

In attendance:

MEMBERS : 
In the Chair:  
The Mayor, Councillor G. Nash



 Councillors:  
P. Bell, T. Byrne,  A. Donohoe,



M. Godfrey, F. Maher, J. Mulroy, T. Murphy,



M. O’Dowd, K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton.

OFFICIALS:



Mr. D. Foley, Town Clerk,






Mr. D. Agnew, Borough Engineer.

Apologies were received from Councillor M. Coogan.
204/04

Presentation on Care for People dying in Hospitals Project in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital..

Mr. Mervyn Taylor, Project Manager, made a presentation to the Meeting on Care for People dying in Hospitals Project in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda.
The Mayor, Councillor G. Nash, thanked Mr. Taylor for his presentation on behalf of the Members and it was agreed that the Members would contact the Project Manager directly with any submissions.      

205/04

Confirmation of Minutes.  

Adoption of Minutes of  Special Meeting and Council Meeting held on 1st November, 2004 were proposed by Councillor M. Godfrey, seconded by Councillor F. Maher and agreed.

206/04

Matters arising from Minutes.

There were no matters arising from the Minutes.

207/04

Disposal of plot of ground at Trinity Street, Mell (Section 183 Notice circulated on 22nd November, 2004) 
On the proposal of Councillor T. Murphy, seconded by The Mayor, Councillor G. Nash, the Members agreed to dispose of plot of ground at Trinity Street, Mell  to Seamus and Sheila Fagan for the sum of €85,000.00 plus costs and expenses.

208/04

Presentation of Broadband Project

Mr. M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer, Louth County Council, made a presentation to the Meeting on The North East Broadband Project.
The Members noted that the Metropolitan  Area Network ( MAN) is being rolled out to six towns in the North East region, including Drogheda.   Drogheda Borough Council will own the fibre optic cable being provided and the project will be operated by a management entity.   It is intended to provide 18 kilometers of ducting in Drogheda starting in January, 2005.   It is also intended to have a public meeting in Drogheda in January, 2005 to promote the Broadband Project.   The cost of the project in County Louth (Dundalk and Drogheda) will be €6m approximately and a 10% contribution (€600,000) will be required between Dundalk and Drogheda local authorities.

Mr. O’Callaghan responded to queries raised by the Members in relation to the project and in particular the site for the co-location facilities.   It was noted that the Part 8 Planning Report on the co-location facilities would be brought before the next meeting.

Finally on the proposal of  The Mayor, Councillor G. Nash, seconded by Councillor J. Mulroy, the Members agreed to enter an agreement with Monaghan County Council under Section 85 of the Local Government Act 2001, whereby Monaghan County Council will exercise and perform all of the statutory powers and functions on behalf of Drogheda Borough Council to enable the construction and completion of the necessary works. 

209/04

Part 8 – West Street Pedestrianisation Scheme 

Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations were circulated to the Meeting.
The Members noted the report, submissions received and the recommendation of the Borough Council to proceed with the projects subject to a number of conditions.

The Members raised a number of queries in relation to the project which were responded to by the officials.

Finally, on the proposal of The Mayor, Councillor G. Nash, the Members agreed to note the report and recommendation therein.

210/04

Part 8 – R132 Rehabilitation Scheme

The members received a report prepared under Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001.
The Members noted the report and recommendation to proceed with the project as outlined.

211/04

Proposed weight restriction at Crosslanes, etc.

The Members received a report regarding the proposed weight restriction on Crosslanes, etc.  The Members noted the report and the submissions received and the recommendation of the Borough Council to proceed with the proposal to impose a weight restriction. 

Following a lengthy discussion on the matter, Councillor J. Mulroy proposed that the Borough Council proceed with the weight restriction as outlined.   This proposal was seconded by Councillor D. Wilton.   

On the proposal of Councillor P. Bell, seconded by The Mayor, Councillor G. Nash, the following amendment was put to the Meeting:

“That Louth Local Authorities, including Drogheda Borough Council, source the necessary funding, for the purpose of constructing the Northern Port Access Route, by securing a loan from central government and that this loan will be serviced and repaid, by Developers, The Port Company and other commercial interests, benefiting from this project.

This project is of critical importance to the commerce of our town and to the Health & Safety of our citizens, having to endure high volumes of HGV’s passing through their communities en route to the Drogheda Port”.

The matter was then put to a roll-call vote which resulted as follows:

For the Amendment:

Councillors:
P. Bell, G. Nash, K. O’Heiligh,








D. Wilton.



=
4

Against the Amendment:
Councillors:
A. Donohoe, M. Godfrey, F. Maher, 








T. Byrne, J. Mulroy, T. Murphy, 








M. O’Dowd,



=
7
Absent:


Councillor:
M. Coogan.


The amendment was declared to be defeated.

In favour of the weight restriction:

For:




Councillors:
P. Bell, T. Byrne, A. Donohoe, 








M. Godfrey, F. Maher, J. Mulroy,








T. Murphy, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd,








K. O’Heiligh, D. Wilton
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Against:


Councillors:






Nil

Absent:


Councillor:
M. Coogan.






The Motion was declared to be carried.

This concluded the Business of the Meeting.



    
 MAYOR

Comhairle Thoghlach Dhroichead Átha
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