Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 12th May 2010 at 3.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Jim Tenanty
Other Members:
Councillors Michael Farrelly, Leonard Hatrick, Dolores Minogue, Fintan Malone, Padraig McKenny, Finnan McCoy, Pearse McGeough.
Apologies:
Councillors Mary Kavanagh,



Officials:

Joe McGuinness, Town Manager
Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk






Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer
-------------------------------

MINUTE 41/10
Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 14th April 2010 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Hatrick, seconded by Cllr Farrelly.
Matters Arising

Cllr Hatrick sought an update on minute 20/10-Pump. 
Cllr Tenanty sought a reply to minute 40/10 : Fairgreen access, and was advised that individual members did not have the authority to decline access to the Fairgreen. Mr. McGuinness suggested individual members contact the Cathaoirleach who in turn should contact the Gardai.

Cllr McKenny referred to minute 37/10 and questioned if the East Border Region Committee was the best source for funding.
MINUTE 42/10
National Heritage Week
Cllr. Malone updated members on the content of the Irish Walled Towns Day meeting which he attended.  The suggestions put forward by Brian Walsh at the March monthly meeting for the Castle Opening Day were proposed by Cllr Tenanty, seconded by Cllr Hatrick.  It was agreed Cllr Malone would liaise with Mr Walsh in connection with this Open Day.
MINUTE 43/10
Proposed Town Twinning

Cllr Tenanty reported to members on the recent visit to Nettuno.  He outlined a proposed programme of activities for 2011 and advised that representatives were required to liaise with Nettuno in relation to website content.  It was proposed by Cllr Tenanty, seconded by Cllr Malone that a sub-committee be set up to deal with Twinning issues.  The committee members were agreed as Cllrs Tenanty, Farrelly, McKenny & Hatrick as well as the Town Clerk and the sitting Chair.

Mr. McGuinness suggested reports be submitted to all members before decisions are reached.  He also suggested that Louth County Council may be in a position to facilitate any IT skills required.

Cllr Tenanty asked that this be added as a running item on the agenda for the immediate future.
MINUTE 44/10

SPC Chairman’s Report

The SPC Chairman’s Reports presented were noted.  A discussion followed about the need of a speed ramp policy.  Joe McGuinness agreed to bring this issue back to the SPC as it is ongoing for some time.

Cllr Malone expressed his disappointment that Warner Chilcott did not open a plant in Ardee.  A discussion followed about the lack of enterprise development in Ardee.  Cllr McGeough proposed Enterprise Ireland be invited to meet with members to discuss future enterprise development in the town, seconded by Cllr Tenanty.
MINUTE 45/10
Town Improvement Fund
Mairead Duffy advised match funding of approx €1,000 may be required for Heritage Week grant.
Cllr Tenanty proposed a time-frame of June-Aug to run the Improve Our Town Competition.  All agreed.

MINUTE 46/10

Notice of Motion
6.1
From Cllr. Farrelly
“There is illegal dumping going on, on HSE land at St. Josephs Hospital, can we set up temporary CCTV surveillance in this black spot area to catch the people illegally dumping” 
Reply from Mary Murtagh, Louth County Council
“As the illegal dumping is taking place on private property, Louth County Council would have to enter into negotiations with the landowner, in this case the HSE, to reach agreement in relation to the temporary installation of cameras.  Should such negotiations prove positive the site will need to be assessed in relation to suitability for the safe and effective use of CCTV cameras and should it be found to be so the site can be placed on the priority list for camera installation.  Louth County Council will initiate discussions with the HSE in the matter.”

A discussion followed about the high cost of waste disposal and the knock-on effect costs have on illegal dumping.  Joe McGuinness encouraged members to take details of anyone seen dumping and pass them onto Louth County Council.  
6.2
From Cllr. McKenny 
“Is it possible to have the Pedestrian Lights at flashing amber during business hours ie. Mon-Sat 9.00am to 6.00pm and revert back to Pedestrian Lights for the rest of the time to facilitate traffic and pedestrian movement on the Main Street”
Paul Gallagher raised concerns about the effect this change would have on disabled pedestrian but agreed to look into ways to facilitate disabled and elderly people.
Cllr Malone highlighted a problem with trucks at Brophy’s Corner.
MINUTE 47/10

Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· Mullingar Town Council – Supported
· Clones Town Council – Noted
· Clonmel Borough Council – both motions were supported
MINUTE 48/10

Correspondence

AMAI Brochure – Cllr Hatrick will attend the annual conference on the proposal of Cllr McKenny, seconded Cllr Malone and Cllr McGeough proposed the incoming Chair also attend, seconded Cllr Tenanty.

Cllr Frank Godfrey – Cllr Tenanty noted correspondence date of 15/04/10 and reference to Cuchaillann/Setanta Bronze Sculpture.  Cllr McGeough proposed comments be noted, seconded Cllr Tenanty.
Irish Wheelchair Association – Supported.  Cllr McKenny sought an update on Ashwalk footpath.  Paul Gallagher advised that correspondence is ongoing in this matter.
Turfman Festival Committee – permission for use of the following areas were granted:
· Fairgreen for performance stage and balloon release, turf footing.

· River Dee for duck derby and re-enactment.
Other locations will be forwarded to Louth County Council for permission.
MINUTE 49/10
AOB
Mobile Library – Cllr Minogue asked for the re-instatement of the Mobile Library to Town Schools.  Joe McGuinness will look into the matter.
Junction N33/Castleguard Rd - Cllr. Malone asked for an update.  Paul Gallagher advised that funding was allocated from the NRA for public lighting and change of layout and work will be carried out this year.
Water Tower – Cllr Malone asked that the gates at the water tower, Mulladrillan Hill be re-erected to prevent anti-social behaviour.  Paul Gallagher will look into the matter.
Life Ring – Cllr Minogue asked that the life ring missing from the Cornmill side of the river be re-instated.  Paul Gallagher will investigate.
Chairman Jim Tenanty thanked members for their co-operation 
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
