
Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 14th May 2008 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Fintan Malone
Other Members:
Councillors Jim Tenanty, Niall Carberry, Tom Minogue, Finnan McCoy, Fionnan McCoy,  Seamus Gaffney, Niall Carberry.
Apologies:
Councillor Leonard Hatrick, Mr Paul Gallagher



Officials:

Joan Martin, Director of Service






Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk

In Attendance:
Ms Fiona Reilly, Louth County Council



Mr. Brendan McSherry, Heritage Officer
-------------------------------

MINUTE 24/08
Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 9th April 2008 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr. Tom Minogue, seconded by Cllr. Padraig McKenny.
MINUTE 25/08
Presentation to Former Ardee Town Clerks
A presentation was made to former Ardee Town Clerks, Ms. Fiona Reilly and Karen Crilly Owens in recognition of a job well done.
MINUTE 26/08
Irish Walled Towns’ Network

Mr. Brendan McSherry proposed for consideration that Ardee join Carlingford and Drogheda as members of the Irish Walled Towns’ Network.  Mr. McSherry outlined benefits membership to this network would bring to Ardee.  Membership fees were outlined by Mr. McSherry and after discussion all Councillors were in agreement that Ardee should submit an application to join the Irish Walled Towns’ Network.  This application will be submitted by Mr. McSherry.
MINUTE 27/08

Ardee Castle Proposed Open Day

Ms. Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk suggested Sunday 24th August 2008 as a date for Ardee Castle Open Day which will coincide with Irish Heritage week.  All agreed.
MINUTE 28/08

Proposed Presentation to Ardee Convent of Mercy

It was agreed that this presentation would be held in Ardee Castle during the proposed Open Day on Sunday 24th August 2008.

MINUTE 29/08

Naming of Oaklee Voluntary Housing Development at Tierney St. Ardee.

Cllr. Seamus Gaffney suggested the name of this new housing development should be in the Irish Language.  Cllr. Niall Carberry proposed Ardee Town Council support the suggestion put forward by Oaklee Housing Trust for ROI as Cuirt na Abhann to which there was no objection.

MINUTE 30/08

Town Improvement Works

The following proposals were received in relation to the allocation of €20,000 set aside in the Annual Budget 2008 for Town Improvement Works within Ardee:
From Cllr. McKenny

· Move the Statue on the Drogheda Rd. to the Fairgreen.

· Provide a monument to commemorate the Ardee people who were killed in the Great War and other conflict.

· Clean and repair the statue of John Frederick Foster at the Market Square.

From Cllr. Tenanty

· Donate the €20,000 towards the purchase of a Street Sweeping Vehicle.

A discussion took place in which Councillors raised concerns over the price of a Street Sweeping Vehicle.  Cllr Seamus Gaffney highlighted that street cleaning is the responsibility of Louth County Council and felt the budget should be spent on a particular project.  Cllr Tom Minogue suggested Tidy Towns be invited to put forward suggestions.  
Cllr. Jim Tenanty asked Councillors why more suggestions had not been submitted.
After lengthy discussion surrounding the moving of the Statue on the Drogheda Rd. to the Fairgreen and the cleaning of John Frederick Foster it was proposed by Cllr. Padraig McKenny that prices be brought to the next Council meeting for both these projects, seconded by Cllr. Seamus Gaffney.

MINUTE 31/08

Notice of Motion – From Other Councils

Clonmel Borough Council – No matters arising.
Mullingar Town Council – No matters arising

Killarney Town Council – No matters arising

Passage West Town Council – No matters arising
MINUTE 32/08
Notices of Motion
From Cllr. Jim Tenanty

“That the Council support Minister Gormley’s proposed Green Paper on Town Council Changes and that there be more devolution of powers from County Councils to Town Councils and proper budgetary arrangements be put in place to accommodate this.”
All agreed.
MINUTE 33/08

Notices of Question
From Cllr. Jim Tenanty
“Can the Environment Section in Louth County Council provide large bins for clean up of estates in Town or suggest ways to help with this problem in the area of Town”
Cllr. Tenanty was not happy with the response provided.  Cllr. Tenanty said no bins were provided to Ardee.  Ms. Joan Martin asked if any local estates had applied to take part in the Spring Clean.  Cllr. Fintan Malone emphasised that the spring clean is aimed at community clean up and not for household waste.

From Cllr. Jim Tenanty

“Can disabled bays in Town be painted or coloured to separate them clearly from ordinary parking areas”

This work has already commenced.  Cllr Tenanty is very happy with the outcome.

MINUTE 34/08

Correspondence

· AMAI – Motion in Minute 32/08 should be forwarded.  All agreed.
· Kerry Life Education Ltd – Cllr. Seamus Gaffney to attend on the proposal of Cllr. Finnan McCoy, seconded by Cllr. Jim Tenanty
· IPB : Ordinary General Meeting – Cllr. Padraig McKenny to attend on the proposal of Cllr. Jim Tenanty, seconded by Cllr. Finnan McCoy.
· All other correspondence was noted.
MINUTE 35/08
Any Other Business

· Hospital – Cllr. Padraig McKenny asked if any response was received from the HSE in relation to a meeting with the Minister – nothing received.
· Cappocks Gate – Cllr. Padriag McKenny raised concerns about a walk way at Cappocks Gate and asked if anything could be done at this point.  It was established that this went to County Council as a Part 8.  Joan Martin will request the Managers Report which went to County Council in relation to the matter.
· Clonmore – Cllr. Padraig McKenny raised concerns about an application for retention at Clonmore.  Cllr. Seamus Gaffney asked for a planning report for this housing estate to be presented.
· Minister for Justice – Cllr. Finnan McCoy welcomed Mr. Ahern to the position of Minister for Justice and asked that Ardee Town Council write to the Minister seeking a 24 hours Garda service in Ardee.
· Chains of Office – Cllr. Fintan Malone asked that the Chains of Office be updated and additional links be added.
That concluded the meeting.
Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman

