Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Market Square House, Market Street on Wednesday 14th February 2007 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Jim Tenanty

Other Members:
Councillors:- Fintan Malone, Padraig McKenny, Leonard Hatrick, Niall Carberry, Seamus Gaffney, Tom Minogue, Finnan McCoy, Fionnán McCoy

Officials:

Fiona Reilly, Town Clerk
Karen Crilly-Owens, Clerical Officer
Apologies from Seamus Gaffney for non attendance
-------------------------------

MINUTE 7/07

Monthly Meeting

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Wednesday January 1st were approved on the proposal of Councillor Niall Carberry and seconded by Councillor Tom Minogue.
MINUTE 8/07
CCTV

The Town Clerk advised that an application was made for funding and that an outcome should be known in a few weeks.  The Members thanked Fiona Reilly for all her work, the Chairman also publicly thanked Councillor Padraig McKenny for all his work.

Alcohol Bye-Laws

It was noted that signs are ready for order.  Signage will be implemented by the summer.
MINUTE 9/07

Correspondence
A letter was received from Ardee Tidy Towns, seeking a contribution of €7,000 for Bridge Street carpark.  It was agreed to write and advise that they might consider making a request to Louth County Council for funding from the revenue collected from the pay parking and that Ardee Town Council would consider any other projects on Town Council land.
On receipt of a letter from An Bord Pleannala regarding a Judicial Review it was agreed there would be no discussion on the matter.

Documents from The Irish Wheelchair Association were distributed regarding parking on footpaths.  It was advised that the Area Engineer is in agreement with most of the suggestions and that he is looking for footpaths to be extended.  Other suggestions made were that there be wheelchair access:- 
· Outside girls school 
· Outside Butterlys 
· Taaffes House on Sean O’Carroll St
MINUTE 10/07

Hospital Support Group
Chairman Jim Tenanty advised the members that he and along with Councillor Finnan McCoy attended a meeting with a group called ‘Mid Louth for Hospital’ to promote the town as the most suitable for the hospital.  This group is intending to prepare a feasibility study which will cost in the region of €20,000.  Five local Councillors offered €1,000 each and it was proposed that Ardee Town Council match this.  Councillor Fionnán McCoy proposed that that 25% be offered up to €5,000, this was seconded by Councillor Finnan McCoy.
The Hospital steering committee intend to appoint consultants to review the demographic and geographic location of the town.  Councillor.McKenny proposed that Ardee Town Council should meet with the consultants to show how serious they are about the hospital, this was seconded by Councillor. Malone.  

It was also suggested that all the members meet with the ‘Mid Louth for Hospital Group’ or attend the next meeting and that Ardee Town Council if all members are welcome.

MINUTE 11/07

Other issues
· It was noted by Councillor Fintan Malone that the postbox on Hale St has been out of order since the end of April.
· The issue of begging on streets was highlighted by Councillor Padraig McKenny, not including busking.  A problem with people being forceful in particualar lying across the street.  It was agreed a letter be sent to the Gardaí to see how begging can be eliminated.  

· Councillor Jim Tenanty asked when the revised Parking Bye-Laws are to be implemented.  This is to be queried with Angela Muckian of Louth County Council.

· An update was sought by Councillor Leonard Hatrick on Boat Trench, another collision has occured.  

· Councillor Finnan McCoy appealed to the people not to interfere with the life buoy’s, four had been thrown into the river at Christmas.

· Councillor Leonard Hatrick suggested that Ardee Town Council donate €200 to the Special Olympics.  This was agreed.
· Councillor Fintan Malone asked if there would be water charges for businesses which do not use water.  He was advised that there will be no charge, but a charge for rent of meter.
· It was suggested by Councillor Niall Carberry that gates be locked at Riverside Walk, it was advised that the CCTV should eliminate this problem.
Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
