Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Market Street House, Ardee on Wednesday 11th October 2006 at 7.30pm.

Present:
Cathaoirleach Jim Tenanty



Cllr Padraig McKenny, Leonard Hatrick, Tom Minogue



Seamus Gaffney, Niall Carberry, Fionnan McCoy, 



Finnan McCoy, Fintan Malone

Officials:
Fiona Reilly, Ardee Town Clerk



Mark O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer, Sanitary Services

MINUTE 81/06
Monthly Meeting

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on Wednesday September 13th were approved on the proposal of Cllr Leonard Hatrick, seconded by Cllr Padraig McKenny.

MINUTE 82/06
Matters Arising
Cathaoirleach Jim Tenanty raised the subject of the road closure on Jervis Street and requested that the Engineer arrange for the contractor to put road closure signs on Boat Trench  as well as Jervis Street.

MINUTE 83/06
Draft Budget Meeting
On the proposal on Cllr Padraig Mc Kenny, seconded by Cllr Fintan Malon the members agreed to ask Tony Davis, Finance Officer to attend the November monthly meeting on Wednesday 8th and to then hold the Draft Budget Meeting on Wednesday 22nd of November 2006 at 7.30 pm.
MINUTE 84/06
Ardee Sewerage Scheme

Mark O’ Callaghan, Senior Engineer, Sanitary Services presented the members with a detailed report on Ardee Sewerage Scheme.

MINUTE 85/06
Notice of Motions
1. Notice of motion from Cllr Padraig McKenny

a) “that this council call on the government to examine the role of An Bord Pleanàla and the appeal procedure in order to prevent the abuse of this procedure by vexations appeals and to introduce legislation if necessary to ensure that such appeals are dealt with as a matter of urgency”.  Response:  This is a matter for the members.  
All the members,  whilst unsure of what constituted vexations appeals, supported 
the general intention of the motion

“that this council call on An Bord Pleanàla to take all steps necessary to recover legal costs that have been awarded to the Bord by the courts for failed Planning Appeals”.Response:  This is a matter for the members.  
Amidst much discussion Cllr Seamus Gaffney proposed and was seconded by Cllr Padriag McKenny  that “in a speedily manner  “ be inserted into the above motion.  Cllr Niall Carberry proposed seconded by Cll Tom Minogue that “to take all steps necessary to recover legal costs….” be changed to read “what steps to they take to recover legal costs…”.  The result of the vote based on a show of hands was as follows

For Cllr Gaffney’s proposal:
Cllrs Fintan Malone, Leonard Hatrick, Jim Tenanty





Padraig McKenny, Seamus Gaffney

Total Votes


5
For Cllr Carberry’s proposal:
Cllrs Tom Minogue, Niall Carberry, 

Fionnan McCoy  


Total Votes


3

Abstained


Cllr Finnan McCoy
Accordingly the notice of motion was to read “that this council call on An Bord Pleanala to take all steps necessary to recover legal costs that have been awarded to the Bord by the Courts for failed Planning Appeals in a speedily manner”.

Notice of motion from Cllr Leonard Hatrick

“that additional motorcar spacing is provided at the north end of the town in order to accommodate people bother resident and non-resident who work at locations outside Ardee”.  Response:  Louth County Council have provided all day car parking at the ash walk car park as part of the overall pay parking scheme for Ardee. Seventy spaces are available and will remain available at the Ash Walk facility for all day parking. We are actively seeking sites in Ardee for other all day parking and would welcome any suggestions the members have that would help us progress the matter subject to resources being available.  
The members suggested that Louth County Council look at the piece of land for sale at the north end of town.
“that proper finger pointing sings are erected in order to provide visitors the location of St.Brigids Hospital, St Joseph’s Hospital and Moore Hall Lodge in the town”.Response:  If the above premises wish to have finger post signs in the town, they need to contact Ardee Area Office.  
After much discussion Cllr Leonard Hatrick conceded that the motion was wrongly written by himself.

“that traffic lights be erected at the junction between the Kells road and Barretts Lane, to provide easy access for emergency Ambulances travelling from St. Brigids Hospital, Doctor-on-Call service to their respective locations”.  Response:  The Eastern Bypass should alleviate any traffic problems at this junction.

The members supported the motion.

MINUTE 86/06
Correspondence
Information Seminar on Local government for elected members of former Town Commissionser.

On the proposal of Cllr Finnan Coy, seconded by Cllr Padraig McKenny the members agreed that they should all attend this seminar if they so wished.  Cllrs Seamus Gaffney, Jim Tenanty, Padraig McKenny, Leonard Hatrick, Fionnan McCoy and Tom Mingoue said they would be available to attend the seminar in Dublin on the 17th of November 2006.
S.N.A.P.

The members agreed to ask representatives from S.N.A.P. to meet with them after the December monthly meeting.

A letter was received by the members from the Office of the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform.
With regard to Non-national Roads Grants available to Former Town Commissioners for the provision of New Footpaths and Repairs in their Areas the members agreed to apply for funding for Stonylane, Ardee.

MINUTE 87/06
A.O.B.
Cllr Niall Carberry expressed his concerns about the structure of the meetings in regard to correspondence.  Amidst much discussion amongst the members it was agreed that the letter from the Office of the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform would be on the agenda for the November meeting.

The members agreed to write to Louth County Council, with regard to the need of lighting at the junction on the N33.

Cathaoirleach Jim Tenanty suggested that the town council meet to discuss what steps they should take in trying to ensure that Ardee would be the chosen site for the Regional Hospital
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