Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Market Square House, Market Street, Ardee on Wednesday 9th February 2005 at 7.30 pm

Present:

Cathaoirleach Cllr Leonard Hatrick




Cllrs Tom Minogue, Seamus Gaffney, Fionnán McCoy




Jim Tenanty, Padraig Mckenny, Niall Carberry, Fintan Malone, 



Finnan McCoy

Officials:

Ms Fiona Reilly, Town Clerk




Mr Joe McGuinness, Director of Services, Louth County Council




Mr Padraig Fallon, Senior Engineer, Louth County Council

________________________________________________________________________

​​​​​​​

MINUTE 09/05
Minutes
The minutes of the February monthly meeting were approved on the proposal of Cllr Fintan Malone and seconded by Cllr Jim Tenanty.

MINUTE 10/05
Members welcomed Mr Padraig Fallon, Senior Engineer, to the meeting to discuss HaleSt/N33 Junction.  During a lengthy discussion on the issue the following matters were discussed.

· In response to Cllr Fionnán McCoy’s query, Mr Padraig Fallon explained that only three accidents had been recorded at this junction since it was opened in January 2001.   Two of these accidents occurred at the bridge (one of which was a fatality) and the third accident occurred at the Hale Street side of the junction.  He confirmed that he had recently met with the NRA and minor improvements would be carried out in the near future.
· In response to a query from Cllr Padraig McKenny, Mr Padraig Fallon explained that there was nothing wrong with the design of the junction and it was not the policy of the NRA to light rural junctions.  He informed the members that a junction north of Collon which had twice the volume of traffic as the Hale St/N33 junction had no public lighting either. 

· In response to Cllr Finnan McCoy’s query, Mr Padraig Fallon stated if articulated lorries slowed down they would be able to take the turn without driving up on the existing footpath.  He also said it was acceptable by the NRA for articulated  lorries to block the opposite side of the road whilst turning.
· In response to a query from Cllr Fintan Malone, Mr Padraig Fallon said that he was looking at non-national roads policy for bicycle lanes and footpaths.

MINUTE 11/05
Correspondence
The members agreed to write to Mr Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer, asking for an extension to the footwalk at the River Dee.
The members were unanimous in their decision to allow the Credit Union to use the Ardee Town Councils coat of arms in their new building.

The members agreed to put together an agenda for the proposed meeting with Superintendent G Smith on Wednesday, 9th March at 7 pm.  The members agreed to postpone the monthly meeting until 8pm.
.

A letter from Mr Robert Kieran, Solicitor, referring to Hickey V An Bord Pleanala – Judicial Review, was met with a mixed response from the members.  It was proposed by Cathaoirleach Leonard Hatrick and seconded by Cllr Seamus Gaffney that the Town Clerk, Fiona Reilly would write to Caroline McArdle, Solicitor, Dundalk, to get clarification on the members privilieges within the chamber.
MINUTE 12/05
A.O.B.

Cathaoirleach Leonard Hatrick raised the issue of the price rise announced recently by Oxigen.  The members felt that with the increase, illegal dumping could become a major issue in the area especially as the nearest amenity centre was Dundalk and the fact that there are only two recycling centres in Ardee.  Mr Joe McGuinness, Director of Services, said he would enquire about the charges for the Landfill Site.    

Cllr Fintan Malone raised the issue of the official bus stop on the Drogheda road, stating it had been brought to his attention that whilst they had been assured by Kevin Flannery of Bus Eireann that this was an official bus stop, some of the bus drivers were still refusing to stop at it.  The members agreed to write to Kevin Flannery, Bus Eireann, asking him to  clarify the situation.
Cllr Padraig McKenny raised concerns about the proposed Community House in Ferdia Park.  He explained that he had been approached by residents expressing concerns about the lack of representation from all residents on the committee.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk, Fiona Reilly would write to Patsy Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer and Michael Campbell, Housing Liaison Officer, to look into the residents concerns with a view to calling an annual general meeting before the plans for the community house progressed further.

Cllr Seamus Gaffney raised the issue of a proposed new development looking for permission for a pedestrian walkway through the existing road/cul-de-sac at Dawson,s Demense.  The members agreed to make a submission to the planning office.
Cathaoirleach Leonard Hatrick informed the members that the plaque renaming the Millenium Park to the Bernard Markey Millenium Park had been put in place.
SIGNED​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________

DATED__________________

