Minutes of June Meeting 2013

________________________________________________________________

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 17th June 2013                 

In attendance:   

Cathaoirleach:

Cllr. D. Breathnach

Members:
Councillors: P. Bell, M. Bellew, M. Butler, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, A. Donohoe, L. English, F. Godfrey, A. Grehan,  J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, P. McQuillen, I. Munster,  M. Murnaghan, M. O’ Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage,  T. Sharkey, P. Smith, O. Tully



Officials:

F. Pentony, Director of Services






B. Woods, Head of Finance





J. McGuinness, Director of Services






M. Curran, Director of Services






C. Moss, Senior Executive Officer






M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






T. Savage, Senior Executive Planner






F. McGee, Senior Executive Engineer






P. Donnelly, Meetings Administrator



Apologies:

J. Martin, County Manager





G. Kelly, Senior Engineer
Minute No.  113/13

Confirmation of Minutes

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey

Seconded by Cllr. L. English

And Resolved:-

That the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 20th May 2013 be confirmed.

Minute No.  114/13

Minutes – For Information 

The minutes of the following meetings were noted.




· CPG







 03/05/2013
· North Louth Area Committee




 08/05/2013
· South Louth Area Committee




 13/05/2013
· Economic Development & Forward Planning SPC
 11/04/2013
· Housing, Social & Community Planning SPC

 25/03/2013

· Transportation & Cross Border Matters SPC

 26/02/2013
Minute No.  115/13

Committee Reports
· Corporate Policy Group – Cllr. F. McCoy reported on the meeting of 7th June 2013
· Housing SPC – Cllr. J. Ryan reported on the meeting of 20th May 2013
· Transportation & Cross Border – Cllr. F. Maher reported on the meeting of 21st May 2013
Minute No.  116/13

Variation No 2 of the Dundalk & Environs Development Plan 2009 – 2015

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey

Seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly
And Resolved:-
That having considered the County Managers report dated 24th April 2013 in respect of submissions to draft variation No. 2 of the Dundalk and Environs Development Plan 2009 -2015 in respect of Aisling Park Pilot Scheme to confirm the recommendations therein in accordance with Section 179 (4) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 as amended and the Planning and Development regulations 2006 – 2009.
Minute No.  117/13

Three Year Capital Programme 2013 – 2015

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey

Seconded by Cllr. L. English

And Resolved:-
To confirm the Three year Capital Programme 2013 -2015 as presented with the agenda.

Minute No.  118/13

Grant Scheme as provided for by Section 66 of Local Government Act, 2001 
Proposed by Cllr. M. Murnaghan
Seconded by Cllr. P. Smith
And Resolved:-
To confirm the Section 66 Grants scheme to promote the interests of Local Communities dated 6th June 2013 and circulated with the agenda.
Minute No.  119/13

Vote of Congratulations

Votes of Congratulations were extended to the following:

· Cllr. Paddy McQuillen and his Bride to be Ms.Deirdre Canavan on their forthcoming nuptials.
· The Committee responsible for the success of the Louth Agricultural Show.

· The Roche Emmets, GAA Club on their world record of 1204 people training at one time at their football grounds.

· Ardee Monastery School on winning the All Ireland Schools five-a-side football championship.

· Friends of David McCoy fundraising group who raised €20,000 for the Ardee Hospice. 

Minute No.  120/13

“Boomerang” Youth Café Project

The members noted a presentation in respect of the “Boomerang” Youth Café Project for Drogheda presented by Ms. Catriona Culligan, Project Coordinator. 
Minute No.  121/13

Transportation & Marie Progress Report

The Transportation & Marie Progress Report dated 7th June 2013 was discussed and noted by the members.
Minute No.  122/13

Planning Progress Report

The Planning Progress Report dated 6th June 2013 was discussed and noted by the members.
Minute No.  123/13

Housing Progress Report

The Housing Progress Report dated 11th June 2013 was discussed and noted by the members.
Minute No.  124/13

Environmental Progress Report

The Environmental Progress Report dated 6th June 2013 was discussed and noted by the members.

Minute No.  125/13

Waste Collection Service Providers

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. I. Munster
And Resolved:-
That the Waste Collection Service Providers be invited to present to Council. 
Minute No.  126/13

Fire Services Quarterly Report

The Fire Services Quarterly Report dated 13th May 2013 noted by the members.
Minute No.  127/13

Fire Services Quarterly Report

The Fire Services Quarterly Report dated 13th May 2013 noted by the members.
Minute No.  128/13

Library & Archives Quarterly Report

The Library & Archives Quarterly Report dated 3rd May 2013 noted by the members.

Minute No.  129/13

Arts Service Quarterly Report

The Arts Service Quarterly Report as circulated with the May Agenda was noted by the members.
Minute No.  130/13

Suspension of Standing Orders

Proposed by Cllr. L. Reilly
Seconded by Cllr. M. Butler
And Resolved:-
To suspend Standing Orders in accordance with Standing Order 24 to permit the business of the meeting continue until 1.50 pm.
Minute No.  131/13

Allocation of Members Community Grants

Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. M. Murnaghan
And Resolved:-
To confirm the allocation of Members Community Grants numbering nine as listed with the agenda.
Minute No.  132/13

Conferences & Events

Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. M. Murnaghan
And Resolved:-
To approve the attendance of Members at conferences endorsed by the Corporate Policy Group on 7th June 2013 and recorded in the Conference and Events register.  

NOTICES OF MOTION
Minute No.  133/13

Proposed by Cllr. P. Smith
Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage
And Resolved:-
That Louth County Council to co-ordinate with Dundalk Town Council, Ardee town Council and Drogheda borough Council an application for the town's of Drogheda, Dundalk and Ardee to participate in the town and city revival competition currently being run by Retail Excellence Ireland (REI), and further that this council will investigate the feasibility of introducing a targeted rates reduction scheme for businesses in town centres".

Reply
Consideration is currently being given to entering the Retail Excellence Ireland competition.  
Rates are set at the Annual Budget Meeting of each Local Authority and cannot therefore be considered again until the 2014 Budgets are being adopted.  Councillors are reminded that the Business Incentive Schemes continue to operate in Dundalk and Drogheda Town Centres.
Minute No.  134/13

Proposed by Cllr. J. Loughran
Seconded by Cllr. P. McGeough
And Resolved:-
"That Louth Local Authorities, in partnership with the IFA, facilitate the cutting of silage or hay on council land for the purpose of supporting farming at this serious time”. “That we also facilitate this initiative to stockpile feed for next winter and spring”.
Reply
Louth Local Authorities, in partnership with the IFA, would be willing to facilitate, where possible, the cutting of silage or hay on available council land.

Minute No.  135/13

Proposed by Cllr. I. Munster
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
And Resolved:-
That Louth County Council is alarmed at the steady rise in suicide rates in Ireland in recent years, calls on the Government to increase funding to organisations & services active in suicide prevention and support for families affected by suicide. Council calls for an All Ireland National Suicide Authority be set up with the aim of synchronising the efforts of all anti-suicide organisations and creating clarity and unity in suicide prevention'. That Council advise the Departments of Education, Social Protection and Health in both jurisdictions of the motion.  
NOTICES OF QUESTION
Minute No.  136/13

 Cllr. F. Godfrey

What is the total amount owed to Louth Local Authorities in rates arrears, rent arrears, development levies, household charges, septic tank charges, library charges and any other Council imposed charges?  What is the breakdown and geographical spread?

The following response was noted
Louth Local Authorities have the following arrears as at 31st of December 2012.

	Authority
	Rates

Arrears
	Rent Arrears
	Water
	Loans 
	Development Levies

	
	   €
	   €
	   €
	  €
	    €

	Louth CC
	5,042,202
	639,445
	5,440,193
	194,132
	3,354,421

	Drogheda BC
	5,784,614
	470,719
	   Nil
	213,389
	4,086,268

	Dundalk TC
	8,028,616
	568,094
	   Nil
	  47,246
	2,521,325


The household charge collection for 2012 is currently 70% and we do not have information on the septic tank charge as this is a national charge being collected centrally in Dublin.

Minute No.  137/13

 Cllr. F. Godfrey

How much money has Louth Local Authorities got in reserve / savings?

The following response was noted
Authority                                                            General Reserves

 






€
Louth County Council                                         717,539

Drogheda Borough Council                                103,190

Dundalk Town Council                                      3,231,499
Minute No.  138/13

Cllr. I. Munster

Can the council confirm whether the snag lists compiled by the council last August for Aston Village and Termon Abbey have been agreed by the receiver and do we have such agreement in writing?
 

(b) Has the receiver agreed to use the money from the cash bond for Termon Abbey to cover the council compiled snag lists for both estates and do the council have this agreement in writing?
 

(c) Who will hold the title deed for Termon Abbey after the estate is taking in charge?
 

(d)Has the replacement of the fence around the ditch at Aston Village being confirmed and agreed with receiver?
 

(e) Almost 2 years on, do we have an agreed commencement date for works, given that the county manager originally gave assurances this would only take a matter of months and the failure of LCC to secure the cash bond for Aston Village would not cause any delays or problems?
The following answer was noted
The agent acting for the receiver has advised that they have completed the costing of the outstanding works required to bring the estate to taking in charge standard. The quantum of the work has been determined following extensive surveys by Council staff working with a consulting engineer engaged by the receiver. The receiver has not disputed any item of work. The receiver’s agent has further advised that their preferred option is to complete the outstanding work in both Termon Abbey and Aston Village which would then allow the Council to release the bond. The receiver is seeking formal approval and expects to be in a position to advise the Council on same within a couple of weeks. 

The boundary treatment has been examined as part of the taking in charge process and it has been established that the planning permission does not stipulate new fencing.  Notwithstanding that there is no requirement under the planning permission; the Council will pursue the matter further with the receiver when works are being carried out in the estate. 

When an estate is taken in charge by the Council the ownership of the subject lands is generally not transferred. It is anticipated that the ownership will remain with the developer but the Council will take the roads services and open spaces in charge
Minute No.  139 /13

Notice of Motion from other Councils

The members noted the following Motions from other Councils.

· Ennis Town Council


25/1/2013 (Feb Agenda)
· Nth Tipperary County Council

30/1/2013       “
· Monaghan County Council

27/2/2013 (March Agenda)
· Dun Laoghaire- Rathdown 

18/2/2013       “
· Offaly County Council


27/3/2013 (April Agenda)
· Leitrim County Council


27/3/2013      “
· Monaghan Town Council

08/5/2013 (May Agenda)
· Offaly County Council


24/5/2013

Minute No.  140/13

Correspondence

The members noted the following correspondence
· The Gathering 2013 – Event Funding Allocations (Feb Agenda)
· Border Regional Authority

15/4/2013   (May Agenda)
· Down District Council


10/5/2013   (May Agenda) 
· Dept of the Environment

10/6/2013

· Dept of Health



05/6/2013

· Dept of Social Protection

30/5/2013

Minute No.  141/13

County Managers Register

The Members noted that County Manager Order Register to-date was available.
The business the meeting being completed the meeting concluded.
The Minutes were confirmed at a meeting of Council held on:-


Date:



______________________


Cathaoirleach:

______________________


Meetings Administrator:
______________________
________________________________________________________________

COMHAIRLE CONTAE LÚ


