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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 18th April 2011
In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. P. Savage
Members:
Councillors: P. Bell, M. Bellew, D. Breathnach T. Brennan, M. Butler, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster, M. O’Dowd, J. Ryan P. Smith, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Apologies:
Cllrs. A. Grehan, L. Reilly
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





D. Foley, Director of Services





J. McGuinness, Director of Services





J. Martin, Director of Services/Town Clerk





B. Woods, Head of Finance





G. Kelly, Senior Engineer





M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer






P. Gallagher, A/Senior Engineer





W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer

--------------------------------------
Minute No. 62/11
VOTE OF SYMPATHY

Proposed by Cllr. P. Savage
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
And Resolved:-
To extend a vote of sympathy to the families of the following recently deceased:-

Denis Crawley, Bernadette Shine, Larry Conlon, Pat Judge, Constable Ronan Kerr.

Minute No. 63/11

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. P. Bell

And Resolved:-

That the minutes of the meeting held on 21st March, 2011 be adopted

Matters arising:-

Minute No. 45/11 – Members Community Grants Scheme – confirm notification to members on issue of grants.
Minute No. 49/11 – Roads Progress Report (N53 Scheme) – confirm details of remedial works planned to be circulated

Minute No. 64/11

MINUTES FOR INFORMATION

The minutes of Committee meetings as listed in the agenda were noted.
Minute No. 65/11
COMMITTEE REPORTS
CPG 
-
The Cathaoirleach reported on the meeting of the Corporate Policy 


Group held on 8th April 2011.
SPC
-
Transportation and Cross Border Matters - Cllr. F. Maher Chair of 


the SPC reported on the meeting held on 29th March 2011. Among 


the issues highlighted were the Roads Works Programme 2011, 


Salt Barn at Dunleer, and Health & Safety at Road Works.

Minute No. 66/11

COMHAIRLE NA nÓG

Members of the Comhairle Na nÓg  including the Leas Cathaoirleach Shannon Glenhomes presented to the members details of the Comhairle members work over the previous 12 months.

Minute No. 67/11

RURAL WATER PROGRAMME 2011

Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy
And Resolved:-

To adopt the Rural Water Programme 2011 and note the 2010 Review.
Minute No. 68/11
LOCAL TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
Proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
And Resolved:-

To note the Louth Local Authorities Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee Annual Report 2010.
Minute No. 69/11
ALLOCATION OF MEMBERS COMMUNITY GRANTS
Proposed by Cllr. P. Bell
Seconded by Cllr. O. Tully

And Resolved:-

To approve the allocation of 41 Members Community Grants as circulated with the Agenda.
.
Minute No. 70/11

PROCEDURES FOR THE AWARDING OF CIVIC AWARDS

Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy

And Resolved:-

To adopt the Protocol for the Awarding of Civic Honours as circulated with the Agenda dated April 2011.
Minute No. 71/11
DECLARATION OF ROADS TO BE PUBLIC ROADS 

Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. J. D’Arcy
And Resolved to:-

That in accordance with Section 11 of the Roads Act 1993 and the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended) declare the roads to be Public Roads in the Development known as Loughantarve, Knockbridge, Dundalk as per the reported dated 6th April 2011.
Minute No. 72/11
TRANSPORTATION & MARINE PROGRESS REPORT
The Report dated 11th April, 2011 was noted by the members and among the issues raised were
· Narrow Water Bridge Project
· Bellurgan Embankment
· Broadband Black Spots
Minute No. 73/11
HOUSING PROGRESS REPORT
The Housing Progress Report dated 11th April 2011 as circulated with the agenda was noted by the members and the following issues were addressed:-

· Unfinished estates 
· Installation of Fire Blankets

· Housing Adaptation Grants

Members agreed to a Housing Briefing to be held on 23rd May at 5.00 p.m.

Minute No. 74/11

PLANNING PROGRESS REPORT

The members noted the Planning Progress Report dated 11th April 2011. At the request of the Cathaoirleach it was agreed to hold a Special Meeting to discuss the County Development Plan on Wednesday 4th May at 5.00 p.m.  Members were advised by the County Manager that this would not be a statutory revision of the plan but an opportunity to explore the issues and challenges that the Plan is presenting.
Minute No. 7511

CONFERENCES & EVENTS

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy
And Resolved to:-

Approve the members attendance at Conferences and Events listed with the Agenda and recorded in the Conference Register as per the agreed protocol.
Minute No. 76/11

NOTICES OF QUESTION
(i) From Cllr. P. McGeough

“How regularly does Louth County Council service heating systems in Local Authority Houses?”
Reply
Gas fired Central Heating appliances are serviced on an annual basis, while oil systems are serviced on a bi-annual basis.

Response was noted by the Members

 (ii) From Cllr. F. Godfrey
“What amount is currently outstanding in Commercial Rates Arrears over the past 3 years?  What is being done to collect it?

Reply
Collection rate for 2010 was 67% with an arrears balance of    €2,877,505   in 2009 the collection rare was 78% with an arrears balance of €1,797,286. For 2008 the collection rate was at 87% with an arrears balance of €988,499   
 

We have Debt Collection policies and procedures in place in line with the rates legislation.   Payment plans are agreed with customers. 

Response was noted by the Members

Minute No. 77/11

NOTICES OF MOTION
(i)
From Cllr. O. Tully

'That Louth County Council calls on the Government to re-introduce the Home Improvement Grant, based around the issues of septic tanks and insulation.'

Proposed by Cllr. O. Tully
Seconded by Cllr. T. Byrne

And Resolved to:-

Write to the Minister for the Environment regarding same
(ii)
From Cllr. F. Godfrey

'That Louth County Council reduces Commercial Rates by a minimum of 25% in the forthcoming Council Budget. At present high rates are closing businesses down.’

Reply
The setting of the rate is a matter for the members at the Annual Budget meeting. The Rates in County Louth are one of the lowest in the country and were not increased in the Budget adopted for 2011.  
Response was noted by the Members

(iii)
From Cllr. T. Sharkey
Louth County Council believes that The Universal Social Charge is an unjust and regressive tax, bearing down most heavily on those least able to afford it; 

· The Universal Social Charge affects people earning as little as €77 per week; 

· The Universal Social Charge is indiscriminate and affects someone earning €100,000 at the same rate as someone earning €16,016; 

· Low income workers, including medical card holders, working lone parents and working widows, who were exempt from the health and income levies which the Universal Social Charge replaced, are no longer exempt; 

· Coupled with the changes to tax credits and bands introduced in Budget 2011, the Universal Social Charge has increased the burden of taxation on the working poor. 
And Louth County Council calls for the abolition of this Universal Social Charge.
Amendment 
Proposed by Cllr. M. O’Dowd

Seconded by Cllr. A. Donohoe

“That the amount charged on a person earning €100,000 is different to the amount charged on someone earning €16,016”.

On a show of hands the amendment had 8 votes in favour and 9 against with 4 abstentions.  The original motion was deemed to be carried.

(iv)
 From Cllr. T. Sharkey
"Louth County Council notes the continuing crisis in our hospital and the ongoing situation where patients remain on trolleys, waiting on beds in the overworked Lady of Lourdes Hospital while Medical Wards, ICU and A&E remain closed in Louth County Hospital.
This Council repeats our opposition to the Transformation / Hanley agenda and calls on the newly elected government to reinstate 24 hour A&E, ICU and Acute Medical Services to Louth County Hospital."
Proposed by F. Godfrey
Seconded by I. Munster

“That the Minister for Health be invited to address the Council regarding their concerns as to the operating of the Emergency Department. at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital, Drogheda and the closure of Louth County Hospital.
Minute No. 78/11

COUNTY MANAGER’S REGISTER

The County Manager’s Order Register to date was noted.
The meeting concluded.
These minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-
Date: _____________________
Signed: ____________________


   Cathaoirleach
Signed: ____________________


              Meetings Administrator
Louth County Council  

Minutes April 2011 


