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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of September Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 20th September, 2010
In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach:
Cllr. P. Savage
Members:
Councillors: P. Bell, D. Breathnach T. Brennan, M. Butler, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan, J. D’Arcy, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, I. Munster,  G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Apologies:
Cllr.  M. Bellew & M. Curran, Director of Services
Absent:
Cllr. P. McQuillan
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





D. Foley, Director of Services





J. McGuinness, Director of Services





J. Martin, Director of Services/Town Clerk






E. Walsh, Director of Services





B. Woods, Head of Finance





C. Vaughan, Senior Social Worker






R. McKenna, Senior Engineer





G. Kelly, Senior Engineer





M. Quinn, Senior Executive Planner





R. McAuley, Financial Accountant





P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer





M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer






W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer

 --------------------------------------

Minute No. 140/10
Confirmation of Minutes
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly
And Resolved:-
That the Minutes of the monthly meeting held on 19th July, 2010 be adopted. 
Matters Arising:-

Minute 138/10
Cllr. Sharkey contended as there were no dissenting views that the motion be reconsidered as supported by the meeting – this was agreed.
Minute 130/10
Cllr. Sharkey made enquiries in regard to the Annual Financial Statement.





Minute No. 141/10
Minutes for Information
The minutes, as circulated, of the various committee meetings listed as Item 2 on the agenda were noted.  

Minute No. 142/10
Civic Reception
Proposed by Cllr. L. Reilly
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy

And Resolved:-

That the Council would host a civic reception to acknowledge the success of Tallanstown Tidy Towns Committee in winning the National Tidy Towns Competition, and in addition that Educate Together School in Ardee  also be honoured in a suitable way to acknowledge their achievement in winning the National Tidy Towns Schools section of the competition.
Minute No. 143/10
Vote of Congratulations
Proposed by Cllr. J. Lennon
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
And Resolved
That a vote of congratulations be extended to Paddy Keenan from Lordship on his selection as a member of the Irish Team Panel for the International Rules competition against Australia.
Minute No. 144/10
Corporate Policy Group
The Chairman reported on the meeting of the CPG held on 18th September, 2010.
Minute No. 145/10
Proposed development of a Salt Barn at Woodlands Depot, Dunleer
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy

And Resolved
That in accordance with Section 179 (4) (b) of the Planning and Development  Act 2000 as amended and Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2006 that the recommendation as set out in the County Manager’s Report  dated 9th September, 2010 be approved.
Minute No. 146/10

Proposed development of two new dwelling houses at Marlbog Road, Dundalk, Co. Louth
Proposed by Cllr. L. Reilly
Seconded by Cllr. J. D’Arcy
And Resolved
That in accordance with Section 179 (4) (b) of the Planning and Development  Act 2000 as amended and Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2006 that the recommendation as set out in the County Manager’s Report  dated 11th August, 2010 be approved.

Minute No. 147/10

Proposed development of an extension to dwelling house at 57 Gort Uaine, Clogherhead, Co. Louth
Proposed by Cllr. G. Nash
Seconded by Cllr. O. Tully

And Resolved
That in accordance with Section 179 (4) (b) of the Planning and Development  Act 2000 as amended and Planning & Development Regulations 2001-2006 that the recommendation as set out in the County Manager’s Report  dated 11th August, 2010 be approved.

Minute No. 148/10

Multi-Annual Roads Restoration Programme 2011-2013
Proposed by Cllr. A. Grehan
Seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly
And Resolved
To approve the plan as presented on the Agenda and agree its submission to the Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government.
Minute No. 149/10

Louth Local Authorities Winter Maintenance
Report on the matter was noted.
Minute No. 150/10
Proposal for the raising of a loan €1,521,000 to part finance Water Services Capital Works Programme 2010

Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. L. Reilly

And Resolved
To approve the raising of a loan in the amount of €1,521,000 to part finance Water Services Capital Works Programme 2010.
Minute No. 151/10
Transportation & Marine Progress Report

The Transportation & Marine Progress Report for September as circulated with the agenda was noted. Among the issues were raised and responded to were:-
· Oral hearing in respect of N53
· Flooding report re 6th September 2010

· Termonfeckin Foot Bridge

· Old Custom Post, Newry Road

Minute No. 152/10
Housing Progress Report
The Housing Progress dated 10th September 2010 was noted. Among the issues raised and responded to were:-
· Prioritisation of clients on HAG and MAG schemes

· Clarification that details on September report are as revised and 

corrected
Minute No. 153/10
Planning Progress Report

The Planning Progress Report dated July & August 2010 as circulated with the agenda was noted
Minute No. 154/10

Conferences & Events
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan
And Resolved by a majority of 18 in favour and 5 against
Approval for the member’s attendance at Conferences listed with the agenda and recorded in the Conference Register.
Minute No. 155/10

Notices of Motion

(i) From Cllr. I Munster

“Calling on this council to install speed ramps as a traffic calming and road safety measure on the hilly stretch of road leading down to the harbour in Clogherhead, also can the council investigate what safety measures they can take to rectify the blind corner (the last bend) heading down to the harbour where motorists views of the road are obstructed by a wall at this dangerous bend?”

Reply
The road in question is the LS-6292-0, Harbour Road in Clogherhead.  The speed limit is now 50kph and the Council have erected a number of chevron signs at these locations in the past year. There is no record of any accidents at this location and the Council has not received any complaints/accident reports. The local authority does not propose to carry out any further traffic calming works at this location.  The matter will, of course, be kept under review.

The response was noted
(ii) From Cllr. I Munster

“Calling on this council to provide Dog Litter Signs for Aston Village estate”
Reply
As this estate is not yet taken in charge the council will provide the signs and request the Residents Committee to erect same. 

The response was noted
(iii)
From Cllr. Frank Godfrey

“That Louth County Council address the issue of the great number of derelict sites in the village of Omeath in the interest of enhancing the village ant attracting tourism.”
Reply
Section 8 notices have been served on 4 sites located in Omeath under the provisions the Derelict Sites Act 1990 and they have accordingly been included on the Derelict Sites Register. Following an audit of derelict sites, conducted in July 2010, a further 8 sites were identified as being potentially derelict and are scheduled for full investigation by the end of September to ascertain their respective condition, identify ownership and determine if it is appropriate to serve Section 8 or Section 11 notice, requesting works to be carried out to remove the dereliction. 

The response was noted
(iv) From Cllr. Frank Godfrey

“That Louth County Council request the IDA to purchase land on the south side of Drogheda for a Business Park, to attract investors and IDA grants in order to create much needed employment within the County.”
Reply
There is currently adequate land both in IDA ownership and private ownership in Drogheda and the surrounding area for development to attract/seek investors. The IDA have advised that they have no plans in the immediate future to seek additional land in the Drogheda area.  They have also indicated that they are currently and aggressively marketing and promoting these lands to potential investors.  

The response was noted
(v) From Cllr. T. Brennan

“That Louth County Council would arrange to repair the section of Ghan House, Carlingford perimeter wall damaged during the construction of the new sewerage scheme, over ten years ago”
Reply 

Louth County Council, without admission of liability, made an offer of funding in 2005 for repairs to be carried out to the wall which had been damaged in 1999.  This offer was not taken up at that time.
The final account for Carlingford Sewerage Scheme is now closed and at this stage, the Council has no funding which is can make available towards the cost of the repairs

The response was noted and Cllr. Brennan expressed his disappointment and frustration that the site would continue to be an eyesore in the village.
(vi) From Cllr. T. Brennan

“That a report be prepared on why the An Bord Pleanala decision to refuse permission for retention and completion of boundary wall at “Greaghglass”, Dublin Road, Dundalk (Ref 08366) has not been enforced”

Reply
Enforcement action has been pursued and the local authority is currently awaiting notice from the courts service with regard to a date for the hearing of the case in Dundalk District Court. 
The response was noted
(vii) From Cllr. Colm Markey
“That decision made by Louth County Council to sell the public toilets in Dunleer be reversed with a view to allowing the possibility of re-opening the toilets in Dunleer”.

Following discussion on the matter with the developer, Peach Glen Construction Ltd., the developer has indicated their wish to preserve their right, following the previous approval of the Section 183 notice, to purchase the toilets in question.  

In the event of obtaining a subsequent Planning Permission, the developer has restated that he will provide public toilets as part of that development.  

The response was noted. Cllr Markey requested that matter be revisited if planning permission is not granted to the applicant in the near future.

Minute No. 156/10

Correspondence
Correspondence as circulated with the Agenda was noted.
Minute No. 157/10

County Managers Register

The matter was noted
Minute No. 158/10

Good wishes

The Cathaoirleach extended good wishes to Eamonn Walsh, Director of Services who was retiring from the Local Government Service in October. He thanked him for his work during his time in Louth and paid tribute to him for the expertise and professionalism which he brought to the post.
That concluded the business of the meeting.
These minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-
Date: _____________________
Signed:____________________


              Cathaoirleach
Signed:____________________


               Meetings Administrator
