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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of March Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 15th March, 2010
In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach :
Cllr. J. D’Arcy
Members:
Councillors: P. Bell, D. Breathnach T. Brennan, T. Byrne, E. Corrigan M. Butler, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster,  G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





M. Curran, Director of Services





D. Foley, Director of Services





J. McGuinness, Director of Services








J. Martin, Director of Services/Town Clerk






B. Woods, Head of Finance






E. Walsh, Director of Services






F. Pentony, Director of Services/Town Clerk






P. Fitzsimons, Senior Executive Officer






B. Fennell, County Librarian






P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer






W. Walsh, Senior Executive Officer






R. McKenna, Senior Engineer






R. McAuley, Financial Accountant






G. Kelly, Senior Engineer






M. O’Callaghan, Senior Engineer






C. Vaughan, Senior Social Worker

Absent:

Cllrs. M. Bellew, O. Tully
 --------------------------------------

Minute No. 40/10
Confirmation of Minutes
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy
And Resolved:-
That the Minutes of (i) Monthly Council Meeting held on 15th February 2010, and (ii) Special Council Meeting held on 22nd February 2010, be adopted.
Arising from the Minutes of (i) above, it was agreed, on request of Cllr. T. Sharkey, to amend Minute No. 35/10 to note that all relevant reports had been received.
Minute No. 41/10
Votes of Sympathy and Tributes
On the proposal of Cllr. F. Godfrey, it was agreed to record votes of sympathy following the recent deaths of:-
(i) Tomás MacGiolla, former leader of the Workers Party.
(ii) Errol Dunne, Clogherhead, who died following an assault in the village.

It was also agreed to record a tribute to Ms Maureen Ward, former Manager of Louth Leader, on her impending retirement.
Minute No. 42/10
Minutes for Noting
The minutes of meetings of the following Committees, as circulated with the Agenda, were noted:-
a) Environmental/Water SPC


15/12/09

b) Housing, Social & Community Planning
18/01/10

c) Ardee Area Committee



28/01/10

d) Drogheda East & West Area Committee
01/02/10

e) Dundalk South/Carlingford Area Committee
08/02/10

f) Corporate Policy Group



05/02/10

A number of queries emanating from the Minutes of the Corporate Policy Group were answered by the Manager.

Minute No. 43/10
SPC Chairpersons Reports
The Chairpersons of the following SPC’s gave verbal reports on proceedings of meetings held as follows:-
(i) Economic Development & Future Planning – meeting held on 11th February 2010 – Chair, Cllr. T. Brennan.

(ii) Transportation – meeting held on 12th February 2010 – Chair, Cllr. F. Maher.
(iii) Environment – meeting held on 24th February 2010 – Chair, Cllr. A. Donohoe.

Minute No. 44/10
Filling of Casual Vacancy – Cllr. M. Dearey
The meeting was advised that, in accordance with the requirements of Section 19 of the Local Government Act, 2001, the Council had received formal notification from the Green Party, a registered political party, that Ms Marianne Butler, 20 Quay Street, Dundalk was nominated to fill a casual vacancy on the Council occasioned by the appointment of Cllr. M. Dearey as a member of Seanad Éireann on 23rd February 2010, and also that Ms Butler had submitted her consent in writing to being proposed for co-option.
Proposed by Cllr. G. Nash

Seconded by Cllr. J. Ryan
And Resolved:
That Ms Marianne Butler be co-opted to fill the casual vacancy on the council.  the Chairman, and other members welcomed Ms Butler and congratulated former Cllr. Dearey on his appointment.  Cllr. Butler responded appropriately.
Minute No. 45/10
Filling of Vacancy on Border Regional Authority
This vacancy occurred as a result of the appointment of former Cllr. M. Dearey as a member of Seanad Éireann and the relinquishment of his seat on Louth County Council.
In reply to Cllr. Ryan, it was clarified that the “grouping system” did not apply to the appointment.

Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage

That Cllr. M. Butler be appointed.

Proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy
Seconded by Cllr. A. Grehan

That Cllr. F. Godfrey be appointed.

A roll call vote was taken which resulted as follows:-

For Cllr. M. Butler:-  Cllrs. D. Breathnach, T. Brennan, T. Byrne, J. D’Arcy, M. Butler, A. Donohoe, C. Markey, F. Maher, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly, P. Savage.  (Total 12)

For Cllr. F. Godfrey:-  Cllrs. E. Corrigan, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster, J. Ryan, T. Sharkey.  (Total 11)

Absent:-  Cllrs. M. Bellew, P. Bell, O. Tully.  (Total 3)

Abstain:-  (Nil)

Accordingly Cllr. M. Butler was declared appointed to the Border Regional Authority.
Minute No. 46/10
Draft Regional Planning Guidelines - Presentation
It was agreed, on the request of the Manager, to defer this item to the April Monthly Meeting.
Minute No. 47/10
Road Traffic Speed Limit (County of Louth) Bye-Laws, 2009
M. Curran, Director of Services introduced this item.
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. F. Maher

And Resolved:-

That the Road Traffic Speed Limit (County of Louth) Bye-Laws come into operation on 15th April 2010.

Minute No. 48/10
Development Contribution Scheme 2010 - 2015
M. Curran, Director of Services presented a report prepared under Section 48(6) of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (enclosed with Agenda) indicating that no submissions or observations had been received from members of the public by the stipulated deadline of 23rd February 2010, following publication of the Draft Contribution Scheme on 13th January 2010, but that the Minister had made recommendations under Section 48(5), and that the Managers response to these recommendations was contained in the report.
A number of queries and issues were raised by members and responded to, including, inter alia:-

· Exemptions for agricultural improvements of an environmental nature.

· Enforcement of contribution conditions.

· Priority for playground development.

· Priority rating for grant aided businesses.
· Role of An Bord Pleanála in appeal situations vis-à-vis contributions.

Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage

And Resolved:-

That we, the members of Louth County Council, having considered the contents of the Managers report, and having had regard to the recommendations of the Minister, hereby adopt the Draft Development Contributions Scheme as circulated, subject to the following amendment, namely, that exemptions for Community & Voluntary organisations, and farm improvements be amended to reflect the position in the existing Development Contribution Scheme, and thereby make the Development Contributions Scheme 2010-2014, in accordance with the provisions of Section 48 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000. 
Proposed by Cllr. J. D’Arcy
Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan

And Resolved:-

That the Council considers a review of the Supplementary Development Contribution Scheme relating to the Dundalk Western Infrastructure.
Minute No. 49/10
Draft Sustainable Energy Action Plan – Presentation by P. White
Mr. Padraic White, Chairman of Louth Economic Forum and Mr. Declan Meally from Sustainable Energy Ireland attended and made a presentation to members on the above draft Plan.
Mr. White welcomed the opportunity to make a second presentation to the Council following his previous address in November and he again reminded members of the role and importance of the Forum, noting with satisfaction the recent announcement of two major employment creating industries for Dundalk by Probiotic and Warner Chilcott.

Mr. Meally then gave a detailed presentation on the background to and development of the Draft Sustainable Energy Action Plan with a targeted publication date of May 2010.  He focused in particular on areas such as International Partnerships, Renewable Heating, New Technologies, Research and Development and Community Engagement.
The Draft Plan would concentrate on 7 key actions including replication of the Dundalk 2020 approach in Drogheda and Ardee, energy saving initiatives in 60 selected companies, a proposed Industrial Zone in Drogheda and further development of Dundalk Science and Technology Park, as well as developing the concept of a “Green IFSC”.

A lengthy debate followed during which members welcomed the proposals set out in the presentation and pledged continuing support for the work of the Forum.  Messrs. White and Meally responded to queries and issues raised by the Members and in particular sought to allay concerns expressed by some members that Drogheda was not receiving due recognition in the overall scheme.

The Chairman and Manager thanked Mr. White and his team with the Manager emphasising that all of County Louth must tap into the national opportunities now being offered to Dundalk.

Minute No. 50/10
Audit Report 2008
The statutory Audit Report for the year ended 31st December 2008, as enclosed with the Agenda, was considered by the members, and queries and issues raised by members were clarified, including collection of development levies and overall revenue collections.
Minute No. 51/10

Suspension of Standing Orders
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage
And Resolved:-

That Standing Orders be suspended in order to permit the meeting to continue past 12.45pm.
Minute No. 52/10

Part 8 Planning Report – 6 Dwellings at Doire Beag, Collon
J. McGuinness, Director of Services presented a report dated 8th March 2010 (as circulated with Agenda) under Section 179 of the Planning and Development Act 2000, in relation to the provision of 6 dwelling houses at the Councils housing estate at Doire Beag, Collon.
Proposed by Cllr. L. Reilly
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

And Resolved:-

That the development be proceeded with as recommended in the report
Minute No. 53/10

Eastern River Basin District Management Plan
E. Walsh, Director of Services presented a report dated 5th March 2010 (as enclosed with Agenda) outlining the background to and process adopted in preparation of the Eastern River Basin District Management Plan and recommending its adoption by the Council.
Proposed by Cllr. A. Donohoe
Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan

And Resolved:-

That the Council, in exercise of the powers conferred by Section 131 of the Local Government Act 2001 and the European Communities (Water Policy) Regulations 2003 (S.I. No. 722 of 2003) as amended, hereby makes the River Basin Management Plan in relation to the Eastern River Basin District for the first six year cycle to 22nd December 2015, and establishes the associated environmental objectives and programme of measures for the said period to comply fully with the requirements of the Water Framework Directive.

Minute No. 54/10

Neagh Bann River Basin District Management Plan
E. Walsh, Director of Services presented a report dated 5th March 2010 (as enclosed with Agenda) outlining the background to and process adopted in preparation of the Neagh Bann River Basin District Management Plan and recommending its adoption by the Council.

Proposed by Cllr. A. Donohoe
Seconded by Cllr. T. Brennan
And Resolved:-
That the Council, in exercise of the powers conferred by Section 131 of the Local Government Act 2001 and the European Communities (Water Policy) Regulations 2003 (S.I. No. 722 of 2003) as amended, hereby makes the River Basin Management Plan in relation to the Neagh Bann Basin District for the first six year cycle to 22nd December 2015, and establishes the associated environmental objectives and programme of measures for the said period to comply fully with the requirements of the Water Framework Directive.
Minute No. 55/10
Capital Programme
The Capital Programme 2010-2012 as circulated at the meeting was considered by the members along with the accompanying Managers Report dated 12th March 2010.  The Manager outlined the financial limitations governing the programme of works as detailed and the position on expenditure of internal capital receipts, with priority being given to the Road Works Programme.  
The members generally welcomed the Programme while acknowledging the financial constraints pertaining thereto.
Minute No. 56/10

Transportation & Marine Progress Report

The Transportation and Marine Progress Report, as circulated with the Agenda, was noted.

Minute No. 57/10

Housing Progress Report

The Housing Progress Report, as circulated with the Agenda, was noted.

A number of issues were raised by members and responded to by the Director of Services including:-

· Welcome for new houses at Ardee

· Private Rented Dwellings inspections

· Affordability issues

· Rent Supplement

Minute No. 58/10

Planning Progress Report

The Planning Progress Report, as circulated with the Agenda, was noted.
Minute No. 59/10
Conferences/Events

Proposed by Cllr. F. McCoy
Seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey

And Resolved:-

That, in accordance with the provisions of Section 142(5) of the Local Government Act 2001, the Council hereby authorises the attendances of members at the conferences/events detailed at Item No. 19 on the Agenda.

Minute No. 60/10
Notices of Motions
(i)
From Cllr. P. McQuillan
The following motion was proposed by Cllr. P. McQuillan and seconded by Cllr. F. Godfrey
"With the ever increasing number of these "head shops" appearing on the social landscape of County Louth, Louth County Council should be leading the way in addressing the issue of these outlets selling recreational drugs to the public. Can I request that this council write to the relevant minister expressing our concerns at the lack of legislation available to us and can he advise us as to what measures we can take as a council to outlaw such shops?

Can we, as elected public representatives, treat this as a matter of urgency and that copies of the letter sent to the minister are forwarded to all elected members of Louth County Council".

(ii)
From Cllr. P. McGeough

The following motion was proposed by Cllr. P. McGeough and seconded by Cllr. F. McCoy

"That this Council works in conjunction with Monaghan County Council with a view to having Killanny included in Louth Settlement Hierarchy / Village Status for Killanny".

The following response as included on the Agenda, was noted:-

Policy

Lies within Zone 5 of the County Development Plan 2009-2015

The strategic objective for this area is ‘To protect and provide for the development of agriculture and sustainable rural communities and to facilitate certain resource based and location specific developments of significant regional or national importance. Critical infrastructure projects of local, regional or national importance will also be considered within this zone.

Policy RD 41 also relates in this context. ‘Multi-unit residential, conventional industrial and commercial development appropriate to existing settlements, developments directly adjacent to rural motorway interchanges would not be considered appropriate within this zone’.

Location

Killanny lies approximately 16km west of Dundalk and approximately 3km east of Carrickmacross, County Monaghan

Planning Considerations

Killanny can be termed a Dispersed Rural Community.

The community lacks urban form associated with a village or hamlet. In the Irish context this would normally be associated with a linear of nucleated settlement ie a main street, square / diamond or crossroads.

Built development comprises predominantly one-off rural housing in linear form along road fronts.

The principal community facilities around which any form of settlement normally would emerge include in Killanny, a church, school, shop, public house / restaurant and GAA pitch. All these facilities are widely dispersed around the area with no natural foci evident.

Infrastructure

The area is served by an extensive group water scheme linked to Reaghstown. The majority of dwellings have individual waste water treatment systems. Public transport is lacking.

Conclusion and Recommendation 

In view of the fact that there is no discernable structure to the community in planning terms, the imposition of a development limit around the area to include key community attractors would necessarily open up large tracts of currently unzoned land for the purposes of zoning. The nature of the community would require that such a development limit would extend over a wide area. Such a move would be contrary to the principles of sustainable development in terms of building critical mass in key centres such as Dundalk. It would furthermore be detrimental to environmental objectives at local and national level in that further housing in the area would have to be serviced by individual treatment plants leading to the possibility of long term ground water contamination due to an intensification in numbers of such plants. Louth County Council would therefore not recommend that Killanny receive any form of settlement designation. 

(iii)
From Cllr. F. Godfrey

The following motion was proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey 
“That Louth County Council write to the Irish Heritage Trust in relation to Louth Hall Castle, to have it restored, which is in a derelict & dangerous condition”

The following response, as included on the agenda, was agreed on a show of hands:-

The Council can write to the Irish Heritage Trust. It should be noted however that the Irish Heritage Trust is an independent charity which is prepared to consider taking over historic properties, houses and gardens, from their existing owners in order to make them available for enjoyment by present and future generations.  The availability of finance to restore and preserve these properties would be a major factor in any decision to take over Louth Hall Castle if so offered by its owners.

(iv)
From Cllr. F. Godfrey

The following motion was proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey 
“That Louth County Council devise a plan for Radon Public Awareness, as Louth’s radon emissions in parts of the county are high, Louth County Council should invite a spokesperson from the Radiological Protection Institute to address their next meeting”

The following response as included on the Agenda, was noted:-

The Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland (RPII) is Ireland’s expert voice on ionising radiation. This is an independent public body under the aegis of the Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government.  It was established in 1992 under the 1991 Radiological Protection Act, which conferred on the RPII a broad remit in relation to radiological protection in Ireland.  It is role of the RPII to ensure that Irish people and the environment are adequately protected from the harmful effects of ionising radiation.

Louth County Council monitors Radon gas in its own building stock and also enforces the radon gas related requirements of the Building Regulations for new buildings.  All planning application packs contains information on townlands where there are high levels of radon and the relevant regulatory requirements.

An invitation to the RPII to attend the next Council meeting is a matter for the members.
(v)
From Cllr. M. O’Dowd – Monasterboice Monument
This Motion was deferred as the Councillor was not present to move the Motion.
That concluded the meeting.
These minutes were confirmed at a meeting of the Council held on:-
Date: ________________
Signed:____________________


              Cathaoirleach
Signed:____________________


               Meetings Administrator
