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LOUTH           COUNTY           COUNCIL

Minutes of November Monthly Meeting of Louth County Council held in County Hall, Dundalk on Monday 16th November, 2009.

In attendance:   


Cathaoirleach :
Cllr. J. D’Arcy
Members:
Councillors: P. Bell, M. Bellew, D. Breathnach T. Brennan, J. Carroll, E. Corrigan M. Dearey, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, J. Loughran, F. Maher, C. Markey, F. McCoy, P. McGeough, P. McQuillan, I. Munster, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd, L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, T. Sharkey, O. Tully
Officials:

C. Murray, County Manager





J. Martin, Director of Services 







J. McGuinness, Director of Services






M. Curran, Director of Services





E. Walsh, Director of Services






B. Woods, Head of Finance





P. Fitzsimons Senior Executive Officer

M. Murtagh, Senior Executive Officer


P. Donnelly, Senior Executive Officer

B. Lynch, Financial Accountant


R. McAuley, Financial Accountant


G. Duffy, Senior Planner






G. Kelly, Senior Engineer






R. McKenna, Senior Engineer








C. Vaughan, Senior Social Worker

 --------------------------------------

Minute No. 185/09
Confirmation of Minutes
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. F. Maher
And Resolved
That the Minutes of the monthly Council meeting held on 19th October 2009 be adopted.
Arising from the Minutes
Cllr. E. Corrigan – Minute No. 168/09 - the five members recorded as voting against the motion (Material Contravention of Dundalk & Environs Development Plan) to be recorded as abstaining on the vote (Noted and agreed).
Cllr. I. Munster  - Minute No. 174/09 – requested that a letter be sent to the Department of Transport outlining the content of the motion – agreed.

Minutes for Noting
The minutes of the following meetings were noted :-

a. Corporate Policy Group


   

09/10/09
b. Dundalk Carlingford/ Dundalk South Area Committee
12/10/09

c. Drogheda East & West Area Committee


 05/10/09

Arising from (a) above, Cllr Sharkey queried the nomination of the Chairpersons of three S.P.C’s to the Peace III Partnership Board and was advised that the same procedures were followed as on the previous occasion.
Minute No. 186/09

Meeting Dates
Dates for upcoming meetings were agreed as follows:-
(a) Statutory Budget Meeting – Monday 14th December at 6.00 p.m.

(b) Dundalk & Environs Development Plan
(i) Joint Meeting with Dundalk Town Council on Tuesday 17th November 2009 at 6.30 p.m.

(ii) Special Meeting of Louth County Council on Wednesday 25th November at 5.30 p.m.

(c)
    December Monthly Meeting  - Monday 21st December at 10.00 a.m.
Minute No. 187/09

Proposed Playground at Blackrock – Report under Section 179 of Planning & Development Act, 2000
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach
Seconded by Cllr. P. Savage 

And Resolved

That the development of a playground at Blackrock be carried out in accordance with the report under Section 179 of the Planning & Development Act 2000, prepared by the Manager and circulated with the Agenda
Minute No. 189/09

Draft County Development Plan
The Manager’s Report prepared under Section 12 (8) of the Planning & Development Act 2000, in relation to submissions received following publication of proposed material amendments to the Draft Development Plan, was submitted for consideration by the members.

The report was considered by the members and a number of issues were raised and clarified by Mr. G. Duffy, Senior Planner.

The Members were advised that because of the statutory deadline for making the Development Plan, no further amendments of a material nature could be considered at this stage but that any amendments of a purely technical or typographical nature which had been requested by them would be incorporated into the final document.
Proposed by Cllr. F. Godfrey
Seconded by Cllr. A. Grehan 

That we the members of Louth County Council, having considered the proposed amendments to the Draft Development Plan 2009-2015 together with the Manager’s report on the submissions received following publication of these amendments, hereby make the Development Plan 2009-2015 with the said amendments, but subject to the modifications to those amendments as recommended in the report:-
For:
Cllrs. M. Belllew, P. Bell,  D. Breathnach T. Brennan, J. Carroll, J. D’Arcy,   M. Dearey, A. Donohoe, A. Grehan, F. Godfrey, J. Lennon, C. Markey, F. McCoy, F. Maher, G. Nash, M. O’Dowd,  L. Reilly, J. Ryan, P. Savage, O. Tully


Total:
 20
Against:
Cllrs. E. Corrigan, J. Loughran, P. McGeough, I. Munster, T. Sharkey, P. McQuillan


Total:  6
Accordingly the proposal by Cllr. Godfrey was declared carried by 20 votes to 6.
Minute No. 190/09

Presentation from Louth Economic Forum
The Chairman of Louth Economic Forum Mr. Padraic White made a presentation to the Council on the setting up of the Louth Economic Forum, its future role and how it could deliver economic development in the county in terms of new industry and employment creation.  Mr. White commended the initiative in setting up the Forum and he went on to give a detailed insight into the challenges facing the county but also the many positive opportunities pertaining to the county and the region.  In particular he highlighted factors such as:-
· Importance of FDI Investment
· Strategic location of Louth and extensive catchment area
· Drogheda/Dundalk/Newry Gateway potential
· Emphasis on four sectors namely Pharmaceuticals, Internationally Traded Services, Clean Technology, and Non Traditional
· Potential of Dundalk Science & Technology Park in co-operation with the I.D.A.
· Creation of a Louth Brand.
The members complimented Mr. White on his presentation and on the positive attitude he had demonstrated towards future economic growth in the area.
Minute No. 191/09

Suspension of Standing Orders
Proposed by Cllr. D. Breathnach

Seconded by Cllr. F. Maher

And Resolved

That Standing Orders be suspended to permit the meeting to continue beyond 12.45 p.m.

Minute No. 192/09

Strategic Policy Committee Membership
A report outlining the local authority member representation on the four newly formed Strategic Policy Committees was circulated and noted
Minute No. 193/09

Votes of Sympathy
Votes of sympathy were recorded as follows:-
Sharon McQuillan, I.T. Section on the death of her father, Michael Matthews
Christine McCourt, Finance Section, on the death of her father, Raymond Monaghan

Paul McGuill, Planning Section, on the death of his mother, Monica McGuill

Members requested that where practical, they be kept informed of bereavements affecting staff members.

Minute No. 194/09
ICLRD Training Programme

Nominations were requested for member representation at the above training programme.

Proposed by Cllr Sharkey

Seconded by Cllr. Munster

That Cllr. Corrigan be nominated.

Proposed by Cllr. Reilly

Seconded by Cllr. Grehan

That Cllr. Breathnach be nominated.

Cllrs. Corrigan and Breathnach were thereupon declared nominated
Minute No. 195/09
External Membership of Audit Committee
Proposed by Cllr. Savage

Seconded by Cllr. Brennan

And Resolved
That the following persons namely Dr. Philip Byrne, Mr Richard Bowden, and Mr. Billy Doyle be appointed to the Audit Committee established under Section 122 of the Local Government Act, 2001.
Minute No. 196/09
Roads Progress Report

The Roads Progress Report was considered and issues raised were responded to by Ms. J. Martin, Director of Services, including, inter alia:-
· Decision to transfer responsibility for Management of Regional and Local Roads Grants from the Minister for Transport to the N.R.A. Agreed on request of Cllr. Munster to invite a representative from the N.R.A. to address a meeting of the Council
· Work on Red Bog Road

· Flooding at Bellurgan

· Ramps at Tallanstown

· Flooding at Hackballscross / Sheelagh area

· Taking in Charge of Gleann Alainn, Tullyallen (A Notice of Question and a Notice of Motion from Cllr. Bell on this issue were taken together)

Minute No. 197/09
Planning Progress Report

The Planning Progress Report as circulated was noted.
Minute No. 198/09
Housing Progress Report

The Housing Progress Report as circulated was noted.
Minute No. 199/09
Minute No. 200/09
Conferences
The attendances of members at conferences as detailed on the Agenda were approved.  In response to Cllr Sharkey it was confirmed that 2 Section 142 Reports were outstanding, as were 4 such reports in respect of the Conferences listed for the September ’09 Agenda
Minute No. 201/09
Notice of Motion – Cllr. Sharkey – McCarthy Report
Proposed by Cllr. Sharkey
Seconded by Cllr. Breathnach

“That this Council calls on the Minister for Environment, Heritage, & Local Government to reject the undemocratic proposals contained in the McCarthy Report to interfere with the existing structure of Local Authorities. Such proposals are contrary to Article 28a of Bunreacht na Eireann and the principle of subsidiary, as espoused in the EU charter of Local Self Government."
On a show of hands the motion was declared carried with Cllr. Carroll dissenting.
Notice of Motion – Cllr. Carroll – Higher Education Grants

Proposed by Cllr. Carroll
Seconded by Cllr. Godfrey
And Resolved

“To call on the Minister for Education and Science to reform the application criteria for higher education grants for mature students so that they will be assessed on the basis of the mature student’s income rather than on the income of their parents and irrespective of where they are domiciled. Furthermore, when a mature student moves out of home throughout their course, the fact that they are still assessed on their initial first year status needs to be changed.”

Emergency Motion – Cllr. Sharkey – Louth County Hospital

With the permission of the Chairman, Cllr. Sharkey was permitted to circulate and propose a motion in the following terms:-
“That this Council rejects HSE plans, backed by the Minister for Health and Children and the Government to remove:

· 24 hour Accident & Emergency

· Acute Medical Services

· Intensive Care Unit

at Louth County Hospital in Dundalk
This Council sees these plans as a threat to our health services and our communities. The C.Diff outbreak in Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital in Drogheda demonstrates that it is not feasible to reduce 120 beds in Louth County Hospital to 33 step down beds.

This Council commends the approx 7,000 people who attended the torchlight rally at Market Square in Dundalk on 12th November last.

That Louth County Council also calls on the County Development Board, Louth Economic Forum and County Enterprise Board to publicly state that they oppose the closure of essential services”.

On a show of hands the motion was carried with Cllr. Breathnach and Cllr. Maher dissenting

Minute No. 202/09
Notices of Motions from other Local Authorities
Motions from other Local Authorities as listed on the agenda were noted. 
That concluded the meeting

Signed:
____________________


Date: ________________

                      Chairperson
